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London Bird Report for 1993 


Editor: M.A. HARDWICK, The Garden Flat, 13 Southcote Road, Tufnell Park, London 
N19 5BJ. 


Assisted by an editorial team of: M.K. DENNIS, C. LAMSDELL, A.V. MOON, 
A.J. MORRIS, P. NAYLOR and N.R. WHEATLEY. 


Introduction 


Most keen London birdwatchers will already have heard of the very sad and untimely 
death of Rupert Hastings at the age of 38. A full obituary appears later in this Report but I 
feel I must make a short tribute here to a man who, to the many who knew him, was 
undoubtedly one of the nicest and most knowledgable field birdwatchers in Britain. During 
my tenure as LBR Editor, Rupert’s immense knowledge of London’s birds has been invaluable 
and it is not at all surprising that shortly before his death he was checking over the final 
draft of the 1992 LBR. He will be sorely, sorely missed and it is with great honour that, on 
behalf of the LNHS Ornithological Records Committee and all birdwatchers who knew 
him, this issue of the LBR is dedicated to Rupert’s memory. 

I am also saddened to report the sudden death of Brad Ashby in January 1994. Brad 
was held in very high esteem by his peers in the LNHS and was in many ways the consummate 
all round naturalist. He edited the LBR from 1948 to 1951 and went on to hold many 
officerships in the Society culminating in the Presidency in 1989 and 1990. A full obituary 
appears in this year’s London Naturalist. 

The ongoing process of updating and improving the presentation and content of the 
LBR continues and we are very keen to hear any suggestions from readers for future 
improvements. Also, whilst we are very grateful to the small band of artists and 
photographers who regularly provide us with material for the LBR, we are always keen to 
hear from new talent. 

I am pleased to report that the number of contributors of ornithological records remains 
at a healthy level. With ever-increasing pressures on natural habitat in and around the 
Capital, the importance of producing an accurate and wide-ranging annual report of bird 
records is perhaps more important than ever. I would urge all readers of this Report who do 
not contribute records to please do so. A guide for contributors of ornithological records 
which lists the type of records required by the Society is published at the end of this report. 
Many of the passerines in particular are very under-recorded. There have been several 
recent changes to the list of species for which we require detailed descriptions or brief 
identification notes and all contributors should check the guide before submitting records. 

The tradition of publishing local avifaunal studies is continued with another thorough 
and interesting paper: The Birds of Bushy Park and Hampton Court Park by Keith Betton. 
Also included this year is a paper by Mike Dennis on the results for the Essex sector of the 
new London breeding bird atlas survey work, a study of Black-headed Gulls at Bankside 
by Peter Oliver, Phillip Jones’ annual Ringing Report and an updated checklist of birds 
_ recorded in the London Area prepared by the Editor. 


CHANGES TO THE RECORDING PROCESS AND RECORDING TEAM 

It may surpise readers to learn that the Society’s Ornithological Records Committee receives 
and processes well in excess of 20,000 bird records each year. Until now these have been 
recorded manually on species sheets - a laborious process but one which has served London’s 
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birds and birdwatchers well over the years. With modern technological developments it 
was high time that we moved over to recording and storing these records electronically and 
I am pleased to report that this is now the case. Storing the records on a computer database 
allows faster, more flexible processing and will make future retrieval of the records much 
more straightforward. All contributors should continue to contribute records in the same 
way as previously to the relevant recorder(s) listed on page 5 of this Report. Any contributors 
who have doubts about where to send records should send them directly to the LBR Editor. 

Although Keith Betton was listed as the Surrey Recorder in the 1992 LBR, Steve Spooner 
took on this task shortly after publication and continues to handle records for this important 
sector. A rather belated, but nonetheless warm, welcome is offered to Steve. 

The adoption of a computer recording database has allowed the Records Committee to 
be streamlined somewhat. Chris Lamsdell, latterly the Bucks recorder, will take on the 
task of Middx recorder and Buck records should now be sent to Andrew Moon (a job which 
he first did in 1978!). 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
On behalf of the Records Committee, it is my pleasure to thank all of the 500 or so observers 
who contributed records for this issue of the London Bird Report. 

Thanks are due to the artists, Jan Wilczur, David Lambert, and Nigel Wheatley for 
providing illustrations of such a high standard. Photographs have been kindly provided by 
Brad Charteris, Robin Chittenden, Peter Gasson, Mike Harris, John Humble, Tim Loseby, 
Mike McDonnell and Phil Vines. Copies of photographs by Tim Loseby are available from 
him at 34 Meteor Road, West Malling, Kent, ME19 6TH; those by Robin Chittenden from 
R.B.P.L., 65 Sandringham Road, Norwich, NR2 3RZ, those by John Humble from him at 
16 Yew Tree Close, Longfield, Kent, DA3 7LB, and by Mike McDonnell from him at 185 
London Road, Stone, Dartford, Kent, DA2 6BL. 

Thanks are also due to the Recorders and to Andrew Moon and Peter Naylor for 
invaluable comments on the species drafts; to Andrew again for the laborious task of proof- 
reading the entire report, to Thames Water for the many courtesies extended to members; 
and to the following organisations for their generous help in the exchange of records: 


Birdline South East 
British Birds Rarities Committee 
Buckinghamshire Bird Club 
Essex Birdwatching Society 
Hertfordshire Natural History Society 
Kent Ornithological Society 

Surrey Bird Club 
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Records Committee 


A.V. Moon, Chairman 


M.A. Hardwick, B.A. Marsh, P. Naylor, N.R. Wheatley and the following 
Recorders: 


Inner London — K.C. Osborne, 10 Ellice Road, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 OPY. 


Essex M.K. Dennis, 173 Collier Row Lane, Romford, Essex, 
RMS 3ED. 
Herts | A.D. Wilson, 14 Marina Gardens, Cheshunt, Herts, EN8 9QY. 
Middlesex - C. Lamsdell, 4 Hardings Close, Iver Heath, Bucks, SLO OHL. 
Bucks A.V. Moon, Chalk Dell House, London Road, Rickmansworth, 
Herts, WD3 1JP. 
Kent A.J. Morris, 134 Station Road, Crayford, Kent, DA1 3QQ. 
Surrey S.J. Spooner, 32 Berkeley Drive, West Molesey, Surrey, 


RH8 OPY. 
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Recording Arrangements 


The area covered by this Report, conventionally known as ‘the London Area’, is the area 
within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. The Area covers the whole of Greater London and 
parts of Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent, Surrey, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. However, for 
continuity of recording, vice-counties as described in the Ray Society’s publication Watsonian 
Vice-counties of Great Britain (J.E. Dandy 1969) are used in this Report instead of the 
present administrative areas (but note that vice-counties 18 and 19, South and North Essex, 
are lumped together as Essex). The vice-county boundaries are shown on the map of the 
Area which follows. There is also a special recording zone for Inner London. This is a 
rectangular area, five miles north to south, eight miles east to west, centred on the site of 
the old Charing Cross on the south side of Trafalgar Square, which covers parts of Middx, 
Surrey and, just, Kent. A detailed Map of the Area together with a Gazetteer of Sites 
appears on pages seven to eleven. 

The names used in this Report for certain sites are not shown on, or differ from those 
on, Ordnance Survey maps. Please consult the Gazetteer of Sites if in any doubt. It would 
be helpful if these names could be used by observers when submitting records. A National 
Ordnance Survey Grid reference should be given in any difficult or doubtful case. 

All records of interest are welcome, from LNHS members and non-members alike. 
These include information on the local status of common species, breeding records, notes 
on migration (including first and last dates and main movements), regular counts of wintering 
populations and notes on behaviour and on the occurrence of unusual birds. Many of the 
passerines, in particular, are under-recorded. Regular reports from the same localities are 
invaluable in assessing population trends; such reports, along with comments on changes 
in status, are always very welcome. A guide for contributors of records is published in this 
report on pages 200 to 202. Records should be sent to the appropriate recorder listed on 
page five or, if in doubt, to the LBR Editor. 

It will greatly assist the speedy entering of records if the Society’s recording sheets are 
used. These are available from any of the Recorders or the Editor on request. Species 
should be listed in Voous sequence as used in this Report. Separate sheets should be used 
for each recording area. Completed recording sheets for the period January to July should 
be submitted in August and for the period August to December in early January of the 
following year. Observers are reminded that it will not be possible to include records 
submitted after the end of February in the London Bird Report for the previous year. 

Records of nationally rare species should be submitted via the local Recorder to the 
British Birds Rarities Committee as soon as possible after the sighting. Breeding records 
of rare species should be sent via the local Recorder to the Rare Breeding Birds Panel. 
Where requested, records will of course be treated in strict confidence. 

Records of other rare and unusual species in the London Area are examined by the 
LNHS Records Committee before inclusion in the London Bird Report. Therefore, please 
complete and submit a LNHS Unusual Species Description Form (available from the 
Recorders or the Editor) or a brief description/copy of your field notes for these species. 
Please submit these as soon as possible after the sighting. Species for which a full 
description or brief description/field notes are required are evident from the ‘guide 
to contributors’ at the back of this report. 
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Map of the London Area 


Gazetteer of Sites 


The following gazetteer is not intended to include every single site mentioned in the LBR 
and omits obvious place names of towns and villages. It does however, seek to identify the 
whereabouts of productive ornithological sites, well known or otherwise. It is intended to 
keep this up to date in each future issue of the LBR. Each site name is followed by a six 
figure Ordnance Survey Grid Reference enabling sites to pinpointed on the map above. 
The Grid Reference number either refers to the centre of the site or a point of particular 
ornithological interest. Readers should note that the inclusion of a site in this gazetteer 
does not imply public access; indeed some are strictly private or access is by permit only. 

There has been considerable confusion caused in the past by contributors of records 
using inconsistent and unfamiliar place names and we would urge all contributors to use 
the names listed in this gazetteer whenever appropriate. In doubtful cases, please submit 
the record along with an Ordnance Survey Grid Reference number. 
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Addington Hills 
Alexandra Park 
Aldenham Res 
Alderbourne WCB 
Archbishop’s Park 
Amwell GP 

Apps Court Farm GP 
Arbrook Common 
Ashtead Common 
Ashford Cemetery 
Aveley Landfill 
Balls Wood 
Banbury Res 
Bankside PS 
Banstead Down 
Banstead Heath 
Banstead Wood 
Barking Bay/Marsh 
Barn Elms Res 
Barn Hill 

Barrack Wood 
Barwell Court Farm 
Batchworth Lake 
Batler’s Green 
Battersea Park 
Bayhurst Wood 
Beddington Park 
Beddington SF 
Bedfont Lakes/GP 
Bedfords Park 
Beech Farm GP 
Belhus Woods CP 
Bell Lane Fields 
Belvedere PS 
Bentley Priory 
Berrybushes Wood 
Berwick Ponds 
Bexley Wood 
Bishop’s Wood 
Black Park 
Blackheath 

Blue Lake, Northfleet 
Boarded Barns, Ongar 
Bookham Common 
Bowmansgreen Farm 
Box Wood 
Bowyer’s GP 
Brentford Ait 

Brent Res 

Bricket Wood/Common 
Broad Colney Lakes 
Broadwater GP 
Brockwell Park 
Bromley Common 
Brookmans Park 
Broomfield Park 
Broxbourne GP 
Broxbourne Woods 
Bruce Castle Park 
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TQ353643 
TQ302900 
TQ169955 
TQ029850 
TQ241761 
TL380125 
TQ165625 
TQ145630 
TQ175595 
TQ067731 
TQ558812 
TL344106 
TQ362915 
TQ320806 
TQ252610 
TQ235545, 
TQ260560 
TQ451816 
TQ228770 
TQ194874 
TQ597915 
TQ170630 
TQ058940 
TL158985 
TQ282772 
TQ065892 
TQ292654 
TQ290662 
TQ078726 
TQ518925 
TL190086 
TQ570825 
TL198040 
TQ499808 
TQ155927 
TL069007 
TQ543835 
TQ483737 
TQ066920 
TQ010836 
TQ390766 
TQ622737 
TL560049 
TQ130565 
TL189041 
TL353096 
TL368018 
TQ187778 
TQ215870 
TL130010 
TL178034 
TQ045892 
TQ316740 
TQ415655 
TL253038 
TQ304927 
TL379078 
TL340080 
TQ336908 


Brunswick Park 


Buckhurst Hill GP (New Barns Lake) 


Buckland SP 
Bulphan Fen 
Burgess Park 
Bury Lake 
Bushy Park 


Camley Street Natural Park 


Cassiobury Park 
Charlton GP 
Chertsey Meads 
Cheshunt Marsh 
Cheshunt GP 

Chess Valley 
Chigwell Res 
Chingford Plain 
Chipstead Lake 
Chiswell Green 
Claremont Lake 
Chorleywood Common 
Claybury 

Clay Tye Wood 
Cobbins Brook 
Coldfall Wood 
Colney Heath 
Coopers Green Lane 
Coopersale 
Connaught Water 
Copped Hall 
Coppetts Wood 
Corbets Tey 
Cornmill Meads 
Copse Wood 
Coursers Lane Fields 
Crayford Marsh 
Crayford Ness 
Creekmouth, Barking 
Croham Hurst 
Crossness 

Croxley Hall WCB 
Croxley Moor 
Crystal Palace Park 
Curtismill Green 
Dagenham Chase 
Dagenham Corridor 
Dagnam Park 
Danson Park 
Darenth Lake 
Darenth Valley Walk 
Darenth Wood 
Darlands Lake 
Darrick Wood 
Dartford Heath 
Dartford Marsh 
Delaford Park 
Denham Court GP 
Denham CP 
Denham Mount 
Denham Place 


TQ331769 
TQ425934 
TQ227510 
TQ633864 
TQ335778 
TQ053938 
TQ160690 
TQ298836 
TQ090970 
TQ087692 
TQ060662 
TL367018 
TL370030 
TQ062956 
TQ460937 
TQ400950 
TQ505565 
TQ125047 
TQ130630 
TQ033963 
TQ435913 
TQ595867 
TL409018 
TQ276903 
TL205062 
TL193098 
TQ480025 
TQ404933 
TL430010 
TQ277916 
TQ577851 
TL380011 
TQ085897 
TL200040 
TQ532775 
TQ532781 
TQ457814 
TQ337632 
TQ478815 
TQ067944 
TQ065956 
TQ347707 
TQ519965 
TQ514858 
TQ495875 
TQ550933 
TQ473748 
TQ559710 
TQ560704 
TQ580727 
TQ243943 
TQ443650 
TQ516733 
TQ544774 
TTQ043818 
TQ045886 
TQ048865 
TQ028874 
TQ040873 


Denham Studios GP 
Devilsden Wood, Coulsdon 
Dews Farm GP 

Dobb’s Weir 

Downe Barns Farm 
Dulwich Park 


Dulwich Woods (Sydenham Hill Wood) 


Durant’s Park, Ponders End 
Eagle Pond 

Easneye Wood 

Enfield Lock 

Epping Forest 

Epping Upland 

Epsonf Common 

Erith Marsh 

Esher Common 

Essex Filter Beds 
Fairmile Common 
Fairlop Lake/Plain 
Farlowes Lake 
Fernyhill Farm, Enfield 
Field Common GP 
Finsbury Park 
Firpound Shaw, Farningham 
Fishers Green 

Foots Cray Meadows 
Foots Cray Woods 
Forty Hall, Enfield 
Furzefield Wood 
Gatton Park/Lake 
Gernon Bushes 
Gillespie Park 
Gladwin’s Wood 
Godstone SP 

Grays 

Grays Chalk Pits 

Great Warley 

Greenhill Wood, Shoreham 
Grovelands Park 
Haberdashers’ Girls School 
Hadley Common 
Hainault Forest 

Hall Marsh 

Ham Lands 
Hampermill Lake 
Hampstead Heath 
Hampton Court Park 
Hampton Waterworks 
Harefield Place GP 
Harmondsworth GP 


Harold Wood (Nag’s Head) SF 


Harrow School 

Harrow Weald Common 
Hartnips Wood 

Hatfield Cemetery 
Hatfield Park 

Havering CP 

Headley Heath 

Helicon GP 


TQ045886 
TQ305568 
TQ052880 
TL384083 
TQ105841 
TQ335735 
TQ340725 
TQ357968 
TQ390884 
TL385137 
TQ368982 
TQ420985 
TL430050 
TQ190605 
TQ488805 
TQ135625 
TQ363868 
TQ125617 
TQ458459 
TQ047810 
TQ282981 
TQ128671 
TQ317875 
TQ540680 
TL376044 
TQ480715 
TQ479721 
TQ337987 
TL103055 
TQ271525 
TL490025 
TQ315863 
TQ019864 
TQ345518 
TQ610773 
TQ609788 
TQ582907 
TQ538602 
TQ305944 
TL170965 
TQ265972 
TQ476932 
TL373017 
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TQ095942 
TQ273866 
TQ166676 
TQ127686 
TQ055865 
TQ050779 
TQ565915 
TQ157870 
TQ145933 
TQ547637 
TL234079 
TL240080 
TQ505930 
TQ200535 
TQ039909 
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Hertford Heath 
High Castle Wood 
High Elms 
Highgate Wood 
Highway Farm, Harefield 
Hilfield Park Res 
Hillend Farm 
Hither Green Cemetery 
Hoblingwell Wood 
Hogsmill SF 
Hogwood 
Holmethorpe SP 
Holland Park 
Hollow Pond 
Holyfield Hall Farm 
Hornchurch CP 
Horsendon Hill 
Horton CP 

Horton Fields 
Horton GP 

Horton Kirby 
Hounslow Heath 


’ Hunton Bridge Hill 


Hunston Mead 

Hyde Park 

Ingrebourne Valley 
Island Barn Res 
Isleworth Ait 

Iver Heath 
Joyden’s Wood 

Jubilee Gardens 
Kempton Park Res 
Kensington Gardens 
Kew Gardens 

King George V Res 
King George VI Res 
King’s Cross Development 
Lake Farm, Hayes 
Langley Park 

Lavender Hill Cemetery 
Leavesden Aerodrome 
Letty Green 
Limpsfield Chart 

Little Britain Lake 
Littlebrook Lake 
Littlebrook PS 
Littleworth Common 
Long Coppice 
Lonsdale Road Res 
Lullingstone Lake/Park 
Lynster’s Farm 

Mad Bess Wood 
Maple Lodge NR 
Mercer’s Farm 
Middlesex Filter Beds 
Mill Green SF 
Mitcham Common 
Monkton Hadley Common 
Moor Mill 


TL349107 
TQ562626 
TQ450630 
TQ283887 
TQ060881 
TQ158959 
TL109065 
TQ398729 
TQ450690 
TQ197682 
TQ555631 
TQ295515 
TQ248796 
TQ414873 
TL384038 
TQ535825 
TQ163844 
TQ190627 
TQ015764 
TQ005753 
TQ565686 
TQ123745 
TLO76006 
TQ422114 
TQ270803 
TQ538843 
TQ140670 
TQ167757 
TQ033835 
TQ500715 
TQ318863 
TQ122702 
TQ270803 
TQ182769 
TQ374964 
TQ041732 
TQ834302 
TQ085804 
TQ013814 
TQ318983 
TL093003 
TL287108 
TQ445523 
TQ049813 
TQ553756 
TQ563764 
TQ150650 
TQ031849 
TQ218775 
TQ523644 
TQ034920 
TQ076895 
TQ036924 
TQ302518 
TQ359865 
TL245100 
TQ290675 
TQ265972 
TL145030 
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Moor Park GC 

Moorhall GP 

Morden Hall Park 
Navestock Lake/Park 
Nazeing GP 

Netherhall GP 

New Cross Railway Cutting 
Noke Farm 

Northaw Great Wood 
Northmoor Hill Wood 
Nower Wood 

Oakend Wood 

Old Parkbury 

Old Slade GP/NR 

Ongar Park Wood 

Orsett Fen 

Osterley Park 

Oxhey Wood 

Oxleas Wood 

Panshanger Park 

Park Farm, Chessington 
Park Farm, Enfield 

Park Street GP 

Park Wood 

Parkside Farm/Res, Enfield 
Parkland Walk 

Parndon Wood 

Paynes Lane GP 
Peckham Rye Park 
Perivale Wood 

Perry Oaks SF 

Petts Wood 

Pond Wood 

Ponders End Lake 

Post Wood © 

Potters Crouch Plantation 
Prae Wood 

Primrose Hill 

Princes Coverts 

Purfleet 

Purfleet Chalk Pits 
Putney Heath 

Pynesfield GP 

Queen Elizabeth II Res 
Queen Mary GP 

Queen Mary Res 

Queen Mother Res 
Queens Wood, Highgate 
Rainham GP 

Rainham Marsh 
Rammey Marsh 

Ranston Covert, Denham 
Ravenscourt Park 
Ravensbury Park 
Regent’s Park 

Richings Park 

Richmond Park 
Rickmansworth Aquadrome 
Roding Valley Meadows 
Rowdow Wood, Kemsing 


TQ075935 
TQ048889 
TQ264687 
TQ538985 
TL385072 
TL394083 
TQ363768 
TL125037 
TL285044 
TQ037892 
TQ195547 
TQ020890 
TL163023 
TQ040780 
TL495025 
TQ628833 
TQ145780 
TQ105925 
TQ450686 
TL283130 
TQ181623 
TQ292983 
TL149024 
TQ095890 
TQ303982 
TQ294902 
TL445070 
TL380052 
TQ348750 
TQ160837 
TQ054758 
TQ445670 
TQ279006 
TQ362946 
TL363131 
TL103050 
TQ120070 
TQ276839 
TQ160610 
TQ550783 
TQ566785 
TQ230739 
TQ038912 
TQ120670 
TQ059700 
TQ070695 
TQ017773 
TQ283887 
TQ549829 
TQ525800 


TQ996374 


TQ041890 
TQ223790 
TQ268681 
TQ277830 
TQ030794 
TQ200730 
TQ057940 
TQ435956 
TQ547595 
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Royal Oak GP 
Ruislip Common 
Ruislip Lido 

Ruislip Local NR 
Rushett Farm 

Ruxley GP 

Rye House Marsh 
Rye Meads/Rye Meads SF 
St James’s Park 

St Katherines Dock 
St Pancras Church 

St Thomas’s Hospital 
Salisbury Hall Farm 
Savay GP 

Saxten’s Wood 
Scadbury Park 
Scratchwood 

Selsdon Wood 
Sevenoaks Reserve 
Sewardstone 
Shepperton GP 
Smallford GP 

South Norwood CP 
Springwell Lake 
Springwell Reedbed 
Springwell WCB 
Staines Moor 

Staines Res 

Stain Hill Res 
Stanborough Reedmarsh 
Stanmore Common 
Stanstead Abbotts GP 
Stanwell Moor GP 
Stapleford Tawney 
Stocker’s Lake 
Stocker’s West GP 
Stoke Newington Res 
Stone Chalk Pit 
Stone Marsh 
Streatham Common 
Swanscombe Marsh 
Surrey Docks 

Suttons Farm 
Symondshyde Great Wood 
Syon Park 

Tatling End 
Teddington Cemetery 
Ten Acre Wood 
Thamesmead 

The Causeway NR 


Thorncroft Farm, Leatherhead 


Thorndon Park 
Thorney GP 

Thorpe Water Park 
Thrifts Pit 

Tilehouse GP 
Tolpits Lake 
Tottenham Cemetery 
Tottenham Marsh 
Trent Park 


TQ034917 
TQ085893 
TQ089891 
TQ090899 
TQ173608 
TQ473700 
TL383103 
TL388102 
TQ294798 
TQ340804 
TQ826298 
TQ307793 
TL195028 
TQ049880 
TQ585648 
TQ455700 
TQ200950 
TQ365615 
TQ522570 
TQ379985 
TQ065674 
TL198071 
TQ353684 
TQ043932 
TQ041924 
TQ040925 
TQ033734 
TQ051731 
TQ124693 
TL230105 
TQ156940 
TL391109 
TQ034744 
TQ503990 
TQ046935 
TQ053938 
TQ326876 
TQ566753 
TQ568755 
TQ305709 
TQ605760 
TQ360797 
TL193100 
TL195110 
TQ175765 
TQ020870 
TQ153718 
TQ099838 
TQ474811 
TQ105754 
TQ165558 
TQ620916 
TQ044790 
TQ030681 
TL366132 
TQ038898 
TQ085943 
TQ333911 
TQ354910 
TQ290970 


Tripcock Point, Thamesmead 
Troy Mill GP 
Turnford Marsh GP 
Tyler’s Common, Upminster 
Tyttenhanger GP 
Valentines Park 
Verulamium Lake 
Vicarage Farm, Enfield 
Victoria Park 

Waddon Ponds 
Waltham Marsh 
Walthamstow Marsh 
Walthamstow Res 
Walton Heath 

Walton Res 
Wandsworth Common 
Wanstead Park 

Warley Place 

Waterend 

Watts Wood, Purfleet 
Weald Park 

Well Wood, Northaw 
West End Common 


TQ453810 
TQ039905 
TL370044 
TQ568907 
TQ191865 
TQ436877 
TL140070 
TQ305975 
TQ360837 
TQ309650 
TL373013 
TQ350878 
TQ353890 
TQ232540 
TQ122685 
TQ275740 
TQ415875 
TQ582909 
TL229044 
TQ565788 
TQ570945 
TQ276037 
TQ125632 


RECORDING ARRANGEMENTS 


West Hyde GP 

West Ruislip GC 

West Thurrock 
Whippendell Woods 
Whitewebbs Wood/Lake 
Wildwoods Lake 
Wimbledon Common 
Wimbledon Park Lake 
Wintry Wood 

Wm Girling Res 
Woldingham 

Wood Green Res 
Woodberry Down School 
Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross 
Woodford GC 
Woodlands Park GP 
Wormley Wood 
Wraysbury GP 
Wraysbury Res 

Wrotham Park 

Yeading Brook Meadows 


Yiewsley GP 


TQ038916 
TQ081872 
TQ582770 
TQ077980 
TQ325997 
TQ322994 
TQ247723 
TQ247724 
TLA75035 
TQ367945 
TQ370572 
TQ304900 
TQ325874 
TQ033933 
TQ395928 
TQ098836 
TL322058 
TQ015735 
TQ025745 
TQ245992 
TQ105835 
TQ050803 
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Review of the Year 


After the remarkable events of 1992, most London birdwatchers would have been forgiven 
for expecting a far less memorable year in 1993. That certainly was not the case with 1993 
providing an excellent variety of birds and two new species for the London Area: Rustic 
Bunting (first this century) and Citrine Wagtail. These two took the London Area list 
onto 329 this century (and 341 during historic times). The very impressive supporting cast 
included: Bee-eater (Sth record for London Area), two new Ring-billed Gulls (6th and 
7th), Red-throated Pipit (6th), Little Bunting (7th), five records of six Little Egrets 
(7th to 11th), Long-tailed Skua (8th), Ring-necked Duck (8th), Ortolan (11th), three 
White Storks together (11th), Goshawk (14th), Red-necked Phalarope (15th), Dartford 
Warbler (15th or 16th), Spoonbill (20th), Honey Buzzard (23rd) and Sabine’s Gull. 
Amongst the scarce migrants, most notable were two Hoopoes, three Wrynecks, three 
Marsh Warblers, four Golden Orioles and a Red-backed Shrike. 

Other notable ornithological events during 1993 in the London Area included the first 
records of Black-throated Diver since 1988, three Bitterns parading together in the Lea 
Valley, two very notable influxes of White-fronted Geese, the second of which also produced 
five Bean Geese, the highest ever annual totals of both Buzzard and Osprey and a good 
autumn passage of several species of wader. On the breeding front, Cormorants and 
Common Terns continued their expansion in London and both Herring and Lesser Black- 
backed Gulls bred successfully. Overall a total of 224 species (excluding obvious escapes) 
was seen during the year, just three less than the record total recorded in 1992. 

A rather disappointing selection of birds remained into JANUARY to see in the New 
Year but did include the three, rather exhibitionist and much photographed Bitterns at 
Cheshunt GP, the now familiar Uxbridge Ring-billed Gull, several Long-tailed Ducks, a 
Dartford Warbler at Beddington SF and a mere four Long-eared Owls - compared with 
about 60 in January 1992. The first four days of the month provided a real taste of winter 
with night temperatures falling to -6°C and this resulted in a nice flurry of birds to give the 
year listers a kick start. Red-necked Grebes arrived at King George V and Staines reservoirs 
on Ist, followed by an impressive diurnal movement of Lapwings and Golden Plovers on 
3rd - the best counts of the former were 1,000 over Amwell and 315 over Beddington; 11 
White-fronted Geese at Dartford Marsh and a Knot at King George V were seen the same 
day. Over the next few days highlights included Slavonian Grebes at Staines and 
Walthamstow, with a Red-breasted Merganser at the latter site, another Red-necked 
Grebe at Wraysbury Res, a Glaucous Gull at Aveley, six Bewick’s Swans at Holmethorpe 
SP and a Long-tailed Duck at Nazeing GP. By 5th winds had swung round to the southwest 
bringing with it wind and rain - weather that was to characterise the whole of 1993’s 
opening month. The only new arrivals over the next ten days were a Merlin at Rainham 
and a Shag at Wraysbury GP; further discoveries on 16th continued the theme with another 
Merlin at Hornchurch and another Glaucous Gull at Aveley. An oiled Red-throated Diver 
was found at Queen Mary Res on 17th, but sadly its headless corpse was found a few days 
later. A second Red-necked Grebe was found at King George V on 20th and a Merlin was 
at Feltham the same day, but more surprising was a Little Egret (the first of six during the 
year) at Hutton. A Shag was at Rainham on 23rd but a Ring-billed Gull at Ponders End 
the next day was a good find, although it disappeared for several weeks before being ~ 
refound. Strong southwest winds brewed up on the night of 23rd and continued right through 
24th with gusts up to 80mph, only moderating on 25th - the immediate result was a quite 
remarkable influx of Kittiwakes which moved from east to west across the Area including 
238 over Barn Elms, 120 over Staines, 70-80 over Mortlake and an astonishing 642 at 
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Queen Mother Res. Clearly linked up with the gale force winds was a wreck of Shags 
which commenced on 27th with two at Hilfield Park Res, followed, on 29th, by groups of 
14 at Wanstead Park and 11 at King George VI Res and, over the next few days, up to two 
at six other sites amounting to a total of at least 33 birds by the end of the month. Other 
birds of interest around this time included a Bittern at Wraysbury GP, three White-fronted 
Geese on Staines Moor and a Goshawk over Holmethorpe. 

The first seven days of FEBRUARY were mostly calm and foggy; during this period 
Shags were discovered at four more sites, Kittiwakes were seen at Beddington and West 
Thurrock, a Merlin was at Stanborough and a pair of Red-breasted Mergansers were at 
Rainham. A small influx of white-winged gulls commenced on 6th with an adult Iceland 
Gull at Girling, followed by a first-winter at the same site the next day. By 8th the weather 
began to get colder with temperatures barely rising above freezing, coinciding with the 
discovery of a brief-staying Black-throated Diver at Girling and a first-winter Iceland 
Gull at Brent Res. The next day produced an adult Glaucous Gull at Walton Res as well 
as the best bird of the winter - a Rustic Bunting at Beddington SF. The prevailing cold 
weather was presumably responsible for the clear influx of Reed Buntings that the 
Rustic was associating with. This quite remarkable record was the first London record this 
Century and indeed the first winter record in Britain of a species that is usually a scarce 
spring and autumn visitor. More Shags appeared at Queen Mother Res and along the 
Thames at Hammersmith (2), but before the dust had settled at Beddington a Little Bunting 
was discovered with the same bunting flock as the Rustic and was perhaps surprisingly the 
first winter record in London. The next day groups of Brent Geese were seen over Barn 
Elms (50) and, rather appropriately, over Brent Res (19) and four Knot were at Rainham. 
Over the next few days, clearly due to the continuing cold weather, flocks of White-fronted 
Geese were found at Fishers Green (39) and Harefield (5), 13 Bewick’s Swans were at 
Hilfield Park Res and on the wader front an Avocet was at Ponders End, 11 Turnstone 
were along the Thames at Grays, and a Knot and Black-tailed Godwit were at Fishers 
Green. The thermometer then rose slightly and produced few new birds, but cold weather 
returned on 21st and immediately a Slavonian Grebe was found at Littlebrook GP, a Shag 
at Wraysbury GP and two Bewick’s Swans at Staines. Towards the end of the month winds 
swung round to the northwest, bringing with it a decidedly Arctic freshness and a five day 
period from 24th produced more flocks of White-fronted Geese at Rye Meads (4), 
Broxbourne GP (5) and Tyttenhanger GP (3), as well as a Bittern at Littlebrook GP, a 
Buzzard over Alexandra Park and a first-winter Glaucous Gull at Girling, not forgetting 
an impressive total of 14 Water Pipits at Rainham, bringing to an end, after a very wet 
January, the driest February for 34 years. 

A similar flavour was carried into MARCH as the bitterly cold weather continued, 
with five White-fronted Goose at Nazeing and a Peregrine at Dartford Marsh, both on 
1st, followed by two Avocets at Walton Res on 2nd and the next day a pair of Red-breasted 
Mergansers flew over Dagenham. By 5th winds moderated and it started to become a 
little less cold and the same day the second Little Egret of the year roosted in a large 
garden in Fairlop on Sth; along the Thames on 7th were three Shags at Hammersmith and 
two more Avocets at West Thurrock. An impressive group of 25 Sand Martins at Wraysbury 
GP on 9th were the first summer migrants of the year and the same day a group of 30 
Bewick’s Swans at Epsom Common and 14 Brent Geese at King George V Res were no 
doubt eastbound on the start of their long journey to the Arctic tundra in Russia. Mild 
weather over the next few days encouraged the appearance of the first House Martin, 
Tree Pipit, Wheatear, Swallow and White Wagtail; around the same time a Merlin was 
at Kew Gardens, a Shag at Field Common GP, a Slavonian Grebe at Queen Mary Res, 
two Avocets at Fairlop and a Kittiwake at Beddington. After a warm flourish the weather 
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turned cooler on 16th; Kittiwakes were at Hilfield on 18th and Amwell on 19th, with a 
Firecrest at Hooks Marsh on the last date and a Shag was at Cheshunt GP the next day. 
Chilly northeasterly winds returned on 22nd cooling the spring ardour; a Red Kite was 
over Weald Park on 24th and the first Willow Warbler and Sedge Warbler struggled 
through around the same time. Finally a warm blast of southerly winds on 30th encouraged 
the first Osprey which was over Brentwood on 31st. 

The first week of APRIL was a typical mixed bag with southwest winds bringing sunshine 
and heavy showers. During this period a Hen Harrier headed east over Dagenham Chase, 
an Osprey was at Hall Marsh, a Firecrest was at Grovelands Park and the first Ring 
Ouzel and Hobby put in an appearance. Yet another Ring-billed Gull was found at Ponders 
End in the Lea Valley, this time an adult and it stayed until 10th. The first real surge of 
migration commenced on 9th as winds swung round to the southeast with four Ring Ouzels 





and a Redstart; over the weekend of 10th and 11th a Common Scoter dropped in at Island 
Barn Res, a Spotted Redshank was at Beddington, two Black Terns were at Staines and 
a Sandwich Tern was at Holmethorpe, two more Ring Ouzels and Redstarts as well as 
the first Cuckoo, Whitethroat and Pied Flycatcher. From 12th to 23rd mostly east or 
northeast winds brought with them many warm sunny days as well as another surge of 
migrants including three more Firecrests, three Ring Ouzels, two Pied Flycatchers, two 
Sandwich Terns as well as an Osprey over Bayhurst Wood and a Hen Harrier at Horton 
Kirby. But it was during the weekend of 24th and 25th that the floodgates really burst open 
- by far the best sighting was of three White Storks watched circling over Staines Res 
before drifting off west; the rest of the roll call included six Sandwich Terns at four sites, 
four Little Terns at two sites, 23 Whimbrel at five sites, eight Bar-tailed Godwits at five 
sites, 21 Common Scoters at three sites, a Buzzard at Weald Park, some good groups of 
White Wagtails and another Ring Ouzel. The climate remained unsettled for the last few 
days of the month; on the raptor front three more Buzzards appeared and a Hen Harrier - 
paid a brief visit to Rainham, other goodies included three groups of Brent Geese as well 
as several Bar-tailed Godwits and Whimbrel, an Avocet at Barn Elms and a Spotted 
Redshank at Tyttenhanger. A wetter than average month, over two inches of rain fell, was 
rounded off by a Firecrest at Hampstead Heath on 30th. 
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The first seven days of MAY were generally dry and sunny, if somewhat cool in the 
light northerly winds, but the ornithological flavour was maintained with more Whimbrel, 
17 at six sites, three Bar-tailed Godwits, single Knot and Curlew Sandpiper, nine Arctic 
Terns at Staines - disappointingly the best count of the spring - three Firecrests and, 





perhaps most surprising of all, a Bewick’s Swan at Beddington on 3rd which certainly 
looked like it had missed the bus. This was quickly followed by the bird of the spring in 
Richmond Park on 7th - a smart male Ortolan Bunting which obligingly loitered for three 
days attracting an appreciative audience and was, for most observers, a much desired London 
tick. On the same day the only Marsh Harrier of the spring lingered for a while at 
Beddington. Temperatures rose after this and the period from 8th to 10th was definitely 
wader orientated with Knot at Amwell and Stocker’s Lake, an Avocet at Staines, a Spotted 
Redshank at Beddington, four groups of Bar-tailed Godwit - the best being 25 over 
Staines - as well as several Whimbrel and Turnstones. Other highlights included four 
Kittiwakes at West Thurrock, a Pied Flycatcher at Brent Res, a very late Merlin at 
Dagenham Chase and a Ring Ouzel at Beddington. Light southeasterlies on 11th brought 
a wave of Black Terns into the Area with at least 125 birds moving through seven sites. 
The same day a Sandwich Tern was at Fairlop, with another the following day at Walton 
Res which coincided with the arrival of the only Temminck’s Stint of the spring at Perry 
Oaks. Sightings during the spell from 13th to 19th were a real mixed bag with a Ring 
Ouzel at Rainham and a Kittiwake at Staines on 13th, but the next day produced a real 
prize in the form of a cracking male Ring-necked Duck at Stocker’s Lake, which although 
staying until 17th, led its observers a merry dance with its erratic appearances; a Wood 
Sandpiper was at Perry Oaks the same day. More northbound Bar-tailed Godwits were 
seen predictably at Rainham and Dartford, but a flock of 27 over Hampstead Heath was 
more noteworthy; the latter site came up trumps the following day with a Golden Oriole, 
but sadly the fluting song of this black and yellow dazzler was only heard for about an hour 
before it moved on. Around this time an Osprey drifted over Harefield and a Black-tailed 
Godwit dropped into Staines Moor. The sheer volume of migration tailed off significantly 
after this but quality was maintained with a singing Marsh Warbler at Rye Meads, which 
stayed for a month, quickly followed by a Little Egret at Walthamstow Res on 24th, a 
Spoonbill flying east over Brent Res on 25th and two more Golden Orioles at Richmond 
Park and Havering CP. The final twist of the month was provided by strong southwesterly 
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winds on 30th which no doubt caused the displacement of Kittiwakes to Barn Elms, Hilfield 
Park and Walthamstow reservoirs on 31st. 

The first two days of JUNE were damp and southwesterly producing a Buzzard at St 
Albans, a Little Tern at Beddington and a Common Scoter at Netherhall; the weather 
warmed up after this and a Little Tern popped up at Hall Marsh on 4th and yet another 
Golden Oriole was seen, this time at Dagenham Chase on 6th. Wind direction switched to 
the southeast on 8th with instant results: a Little Egret was at Harmondsworth and a raft 
of 25 Common Scoters settled in at King George V Res for the day. No doubt helped along 
by these winds further Marsh Warblers arrived at South Norwood CP on 9th, staying 
until 25th, and at Rammey Marsh. A Kittiwake at Batchworth Lake on 19th and 20th was 
an unexpected midsummer visitor, but not as unexpected as the typically brief overflying 
Bee-eater at Streatham. A Spotted Redshank at Berwick Ponds on 28th brought the month 
to a close. 

As ever it was a case of mixed fortunes for birds during the BREEDING SEASON, the 
weather was certainly not kind with several spells of heavy rain during June followed by 
lots more in July, which was also decidedly cool - in fact 9th was the coldest July day since 
records began. Great Crested Grebe numbers fell to 194 pairs, the lowest total since 
1989; conversely Cormorants continued their inexorable advance with 58 pairs breeding 
at Walthamstow (up from 30 in 1992 and five in 1991). Grey Herons levelled out at 309 
nests, close to last year’s total but Mute Swans encouragingly seem to be maintaining 
their slow increase of recent years. Tufted Ducks suffered a 20% decline in the number of 
broods, which can probably be explained by the poor midsummer weather, but by way of a 
contrast Ruddy Ducks had probably the best year yet with at least 12 broods being 
discovered, although their secretiveness means that this is probably a minimum total. 
Breeding raptors had a good season with at least 133 pairs of Sparrowhawk, with very few 
records from their acknowledged Surrey stronghold this is clearly an underestimate; Kestrels 
with 138 pairs had their best year since 1969 and although only ten pairs of Hobby definitely 
bred, compared with 14 in 1992, the number of pairs present rose to an all time high of 34 
pairs (up from 23 in 1992). After a complete absence of proved success last year both 
Herring and Lesser Black-backed Gulls had good summers in Inner London with eight 
and four pairs respectively, both probably record totals. Inevitably the adaptive Common 
Tern broke all previous records with 145 pairs, every year since 1987 has seen an annual 
increase - keep launching those rafts. Moving onto the passerines both Swallow and House 
Martin seem to be experiencing slow declines, whilst Tree Pipits have fallen to a mere 20 
or so pairs, down from the recent peak of 87 in 1987. Nightingales reached an all time low 
of 20 singing males; also on the debit side Yellow Wagtail, Willow Warbler, Spotted 
Flycatchers and House Sparrow were all reported as continuing to decline. More 
encouragingly Wrens maintained a steady increase, as did Sedge and Reed Warblers and 
more expectedly Goldcrest totals doubled following the poor totals in 1992. Those sibling 
twins the Marsh and Willow Tits experienced sharply differing fortunes with the former 
seemingly holding its own at 59 pairs, whilst the latter continues its catastrophic decline 
with only apparently nine pairs in the whole Area. Finally that once familiar bird the Tree 
Sparrow seems to be just about holding its own, albeit at a very low level - perhaps the 
seemingly endless decline has finally bottomed out. 

The first eight days of JULY were hot and sunny, but after that it became unseasonably 
cold; during the first two weeks Black-tailed Godwit passage, always typically early, got 
underway with 12 at West Thurrock on 3rd, four at Beddington on 4th and two at Dartford - 
on 10th, the same day that a Cetti’s Warbler was trapped at Rye Meads. The wader 
emphasis switched to Whimbrel on 12th with three at Dartford and then, on 16th, 17 were 
over Amwell and three over Hampstead Heath; the same day a Wood Sandpiper arrived at 
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Beddington. During this mid-month period Common Scoters popped up at Rye Meads and 
King George V and a Garganey arrived at Fairlop, but all these were outshone by a sparkling, 
and quite unexpected, summer plumaged Great Northern Diver at Queen Mary Res, 
which disappeared as mysteriously as it had arrived. The remainder of the month from 
22nd was a good deal brighter, birds included four Whimbrel at Rainham, an impressive 
nine Garganey at Rye Meads, Common Scoter at Barn Elms and lastly a Pied Flycatcher 
at Beddington was the first of the autumn. 

Eight Avocets at Rainham and Dartford on AUGUST 1st got the month off to a good 
start and the fine weather continued for the first week; the same day there was a Pied 
Flycatcher at Dagnam Park. On 2nd five Kittiwakes flew over Regent’s Park, quickly 
followed over the next few days by a Common Scoter at Queen Mary, two Little Terns at 
Fishers Green and yet another Little Egret this time at Charlton GP, which stayed until 
13th and was joined briefly by a second bird on 11th. The period from 7th to 11th was wet 
and windy but did produce two Peregrines, at Barn Elms and Swanscombe, as well as 
Wood Sandpipers at four sites and a Knot at Perry Oaks. With winds switching to the 
southeast on 14th it became calmer and warmer until 20th and during this lull more Wood 
Sandpipers arrived, including a good total of six at Beddington, a Knot was at King 
George VI, and a remarkably isolated wave of 147 Common Terns moved through Barn 
Elms. Better than this was a Marsh Harrier at Walton Res, but best was an excellent 
Pectoral Sandpiper which turned up along the Thames at Dartford, staying until 19th. All 
remnants of summer were quickly washed away on 21st as belts of rain swept in and a cool 
northeasterly airstream took over; this had instant results on 22nd with Arctic Skuas at 
Amwell, Staines (two) and Beddington (two), Sandwich Terns at Rainham (two) and 
Barn Elms (four), Arctic Terns at three sites and, presumably linked to the weather, nine 
Crossbills flying northwest over Dagnam Park. Perhaps the best bird of the year, a juvenile 
Citrine Wagtail was found at Beddington 24th remaining until 28th. With light northerly 
winds for the rest of the month it remained cool and sightings included Sandwich Terns at 
two more sites, four more Crossbills over Dagnam Park, eight Little Gulls at Staines and 
eight Black Terns at Queen Mary, ten Little Stints at Perry Oaks and an impressive flock 
of 20 Knot over Staines. It was also a good period for raptors with three Marsh Harriers, 
as well as a Buzzard and the final flourish was provided by a widely scattered influx of 
Redstarts. 

A pleasantly warm anticyclonic start to SEPTEMBER was fairly quiet birdwise: two 
Pied Flycatchers were at Dulwich on 2nd, two Sandwich Terns at Staines the next day. 
During the weekend of 4th and Sth two groups of Knot flew over Queen Mary and Staines, 
11 Little Stints were at Rammey Marsh, a Buzzard drifted over Hilfield Park, but best of 
the bunch was a very surprising Sabine’s Gull watched heading upriver past Rainham. 
With winds strengthening and swinging round to the southeast on 7th, bringing with them 
bands of rain, the pulse rate increased: a Marsh Harrier was over Beddington on 7th, but 
a real prize was the juvenile Long-tailed Skua that arrived at Girling Res the next day, it 
soon moved to the adjacent King George V where it stayed until 23rd obligingly giving 
very close views; the same day ten Turnstones flew over Beddington and a Crossbill was 
at Cheshunt. The theme from 8th to 11th was dominated by waders, gulls and terns: groups 
of Little Stints (including an impressive 31 at Perry Oaks), Curlew Sandpipers and Knot 
swept across the Area, followed by small groups of Little Gulls, other highlights included 
a Grey-headed Wagtail at Staines and a Peregrine at Hoddesdon. An Osprey over 
Wanstead Park on 12th commenced a good run of raptors and the same day a Wryneck at 
Staines skulked in the weeds along the banks and a Spotted Redshank and nine Sandwich 
Terns headed southbound down the Lea Valley. During the ten days from 14th to 23rd the 
generally easterly airflow was maintained; during this spell a remarkable influx of raptors 
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took place with at least six Buzzards and two more Ospreys, Little Gulls peaked with 30 
at King George V and 12 at Staines. Other notable excitements were provided by a Red- 
necked Phalarope at Staines and a Pectoral Sandpiper at Beddington - both sites 
maintaining their respective dominance of each species, a Temminck’s Stint at the latter 
site and an all too brief flyover Red-throated Pipit at Rainham. On 25th winds switched 
to the northwest and the rather breathless pace of the month was swiftly cooled as 
temperatures dropped and the last few days of the month were washed away in deluges of 
rain (nearly four inches of rain fell during September). The autumn’s second wave of 
Redstarts livened up a few dull mornings, Woodpigeons poured over Hampstead Heath 
with 1,500 on 25th and 2,000 on 29th, Merlins were seen at Netherhall and Iver Heath and 
finally a smart Red-backed Shrike spent one day at Alexandra Park on 29th. 

The very damp conditions carried on well into OCTOBER pushed smartly along by 
mostly mild southwest winds. A wave of Stonechats invaded the Area early in the month, 
a Peregrine was at Littlebrook on Ist, two Brent Geese at Beddington on 2nd and the next 
day a Hoopoe provided a welcome bit of colour at Walthamstow. An Osprey headed over 
Hilfield Park Res on 5th and a Firecrest was at Rye House Marsh. Another Wryneck 
popped up at Enfield on 9th, Ring Ouzels were at South Norwood and Amwell and the 
latter site also claimed two Bearded Tits. The next few days was a bit of a mixed bag with 
a very late Honey Buzzard at Staines Moor, Marsh Harriers at Amwell and Bowyers GP, 
a Velvet Scoter at Beddington and a perhaps most surprisingly a Guillemot that headed 
east over Lea Bridge. After several days of heavy rain between 11th and 13th had cleared 
the temperatures dropped sharply in fresh north or northeast winds. A disorientated Gannet 
headed east over Alexandra Park, but apart from this most birds arriving over the next few 
days had a northern origin: five Lapland Buntings and a Snow Bunting, three Shags, a 
good passage of Woodpigeons across south London whilst two Bewick’s Swans, a Merlin 
at Wraysbury and a Little Auk, picked up for loitering on the Stanstead Abbotts bypass, 
provided a taste of winter. The two bunting species brought the total of this group seen in 
the London Area in 1993 to an incredible eight - certainly a record. Predictably, north-east 
winds prompted the first large visible movements of thrushes over north London, a movement 
which was particularly evident this year and continued until late November. The typically 
mixed flavour of October birdwatching was maintained: on 19th a Spotted Redshank was 
at King George V and two Bearded Tits were at Dagenham Chase, the next day two Ring - 
Ouzels were at Beddington. On 21st a Great Northern Diver was a brief visitor to Girling 
and a Ring Ouzel was at Epping. During the next few days the northerly theme continued 
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with a Whooper Swan overflying Amwell, with another at Nazeing, a Bewick’s Swan at 
Beddington; Dagenham Chase scored with a Peregrine and Arctic Skua on 22nd. During 
this spell two dazzling Firecrests arrived, a Red-throated Diver headed northeast over 
Hampstead Heath, as did another wave of Woodpigeons and seven Common Scoters 
were at King George V. The last two days brought the month to an end with a flourish: on 
30th a Great Grey Shrike arrived at Beddington Corner, a raft of 27 Common Scoters 
spent the day at Staines and a Lapland Bunting flew over Hainault. Finally Holmethorpe 
kicked off a real purple patch by with a Red-necked Grebe and an Eider on 31st. 

Seven Bewick’s Swans and a Red-breasted Merganser at Girling and five Bearded 

‘Tits at South Norwood on NOVEMBER Ist got the month off to a good start in typically 
dull anticyclonic gloom. This was carried into the next few days with two Red-necked 
Grebes at Queen Mother, three Bewick’s Swans at Tyttenhanger, an Eider at King George 
V, a Velvet Scoter at Holmethorpe, a very late Hoopoe at Molesey, two more Firecrests on 
2nd and 3rd and three Bearded Tits at Rainham. A brisk northeasterly on 6th introduced 
a period of unsettled and sometimes blustery weather which lasted for eight days; wildfowl 
were prominent during this period with three Scaup at Holmethorpe, a Long-tailed Duck 
at Barn Elms, a Common Scoter at King George VI, an Eider on the Thames at Isleworth 
and 29 Brent Geese were westbound over Dartford Marsh. Raptors were represented by 
single Buzzard and Merlin. As the winds abated the skies cleared, and winds backed to 
the east causing a sharp drop in temperature; a Merlin was at Aveley on 16th, a Slavonian 
Grebe at Amwell and a Crossbill over Clapham, both on 17th, and a third Red-necked 
Grebe joined the resident two at Queen Mother. This decidedly wintry flavour was continued 
from 20th to 23rd with a Peregrine at Dartford Marsh, a Merlin at Rainham, a Firecrest 
at Tottenham, a Great Northern Diver at Girling, a Red-throated Diver at Chipstead 
and a group of five Whooper Swans flew over Stocker’s Lake. After a few milder, often 
sunny days the wind veered to the southeast, which increased to gale force by 29th. Sunday 
28th was very much the day of the goose with White-fronted Geese at Tottenham (16), 
Holmethorpe (10), Chipstead (6) and Redhill (5) but the real stars were the small group of 
Bean Geese that loitered for a few hours at Holmethorpe. Other highlights included six 
Bewick’s Swans over Limpsfield, several Bearded Tits at Berwick Ponds and a Snow 
Bunting at Ruislip Lido. The month drew to a close with four Red-breasted Mergansers 
at King George V, a Shag at Queen Mother, a flock of 22 White-fronted Geese on Staines 
Moof (found at night with image intensifiers!) and finally a distinctly tardy Lesser 
Whitethroat at Dagenham Chase that should have been in Africa. 

The first week of December was mostly dry with moderate west or southwesterlies; 
during this period more White-fronted Geese appeared at Beddington (7) and Molesey 
Heath (18), two Red-breasted Mergansers dropped in at Staines, a Bittern lurked at Rye 
Meads and a predatorial presence was maintained by Peregrines at Beddington and Sutton, 
a Buzzard over the North Downs at Woldingham and a Merlin at Watford. Conditions 
became very unsettled and cooler during the second and third weeks producing Slavonian 
Grebes at Queen Mother and Walthamstow and four Shags at Holmethorpe, all on 10th. 
Subsequently it proved to be a fairly dull month, meteorologically as well as ornithologically. 
Yet another Bittern arrived to form a duo at Cheshunt on 17th and Queen Mary scored 
with a Red-throated Diver and a Kittiwake on 19th. With temperatures falling it looked 
as though it would be a white Christmas, but it was not to be and the Xmas fayre was 
provided by a Kittiwake at Beddington on 24th, a Shag the next day at Amwell and a 
Firecrest livening up Boxing Day at Peckham. The wettest year for a decade was concluded 
with two divers - a Great Northern at Walthamstow and a Black-throated at Island Barn 
- sadly neither staying to sample the delights of 1994, and the wintering Water Pipits on 
the saltings at Rainham had risen to twelve. 
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Contributors to the Systematic List 


All contributors of ornithological records to the Society in 1993 are listed below. We apologise 
if any names have been inadvertently omitted. Many records of scarce species listed in 
Birds of the London Area 1993 are attributed to the observer who found or reported the 
bird and the attribution normally consists of the observer’s initials. However if more than 
one observer possesses the same initials, a letter from the attributed observer’s surname 
may be used and will appear in italics. Such observers have the initials used to identify 


them listed below after their name. 


A. Abbott D. Booth J. Cross 
J. Abbott C. Bowlt (CBr) R. Cruise 
D. Abrahams P. Bradbeer (PBr) - D. Curry 
P. Alfrey S.J. Broyd D. Curtis 
J.P. Allan P. Buck R. Curtis 
P.S.A. Allday M.A. Buckell S. Czapski (SC) 
N. Anderson (NAn) C.J. Bullock 
D. Andrews M. Bunce (MBe) M. Daniel 
R. Andrews S. Bunn (SBn) R.D.G. Davies 
S. Andrews (SAs) C. Bunning P. Dawe 
Royal Society for G. Burbidge B. Dawton 

the Prevention of R.W. Burrows E. De Quidt 

Cruelty to Animals C.I. Bushell D. De Silva (DDa) 
P.J. Arbery CiDe_ee 
J. Archer (JAr) M. Cabourn-Smith M.K. Dennis 
B.P. Aris G.D. Caine A.H.J. Diament 
The late C.B. Ashby T.S. Caine P.W. Dickinson 
M. Ashton R.M. Callf R.R. Drew 
S.J. Aspinall G.G. Campbell A.R. Duckett 
N. Atkins F.R. Cannings A.N. Duncan 

S.J. Carter 

H. Baker P.J. Chadder J.R. Eberall 
S. Banks (SBs) V. Chambers J. Edwards 
S.E. Barbato B.A. Charteris B. Elson 
D.J. Barker J.P. Charteris G.S. Elton 
K. Barrett D.K. Chivers G.R. Evans 
L.A. Batten A. Clancy (ACy) H.W. Evans 
P.A. Baumber J. Clarke (JCe) R.D. Evans 
S. Baxter (SBr) Molesey Adult C.M. Everett 
The late I.R. Beames Education Class 
J. Beckett Weybridge Adult J.F. Farrant 
R. Beddard (RBd) Education Class M. Fay 
J. Bedford (JBd) B.D. Clews J. Fearnside (JFe) 
N.A. Bedford Ee Coc K.G. Foott 
A.A. Bell D.A. Coleman A. Ford 
I. Bennell C.L. Collins A.C.G. Fisher 
K.F. Betton J. Colmans B. Fisher 
J. Bessant S. Connor (SCr) T. Fisher 
N.W. Beswick G.M. Cook J. Fitzpatrick 
J.R. Bexley M. Cottrell J. Fleck 
Pinner Group RSPB ~ G. Court (GC?) P. Fletcher (PFr) 
J. Birkett (JBi) J. Court (JC?) G.E. Flynn 
M. Birnstingl D. Couzens J. Flynn 
R.E. Blake M. Craig P. Ford 
L. Bodini B. Crathorne E.M. Forsyth 
A.J: Bond L. Crathorne H.B. Forsyth 


C. Freddi 
M.S. Freeman 
F. Frost 

L. Frusher 


J. Gale 

S.W. Gale 

P. Gann (PGn) 

A. Gardener (AGr) 

L. Gardener 

J. Gaskell (JG) 

B. Gatcombe 

S.J. Gatley 

J.K.C. Gent 

R.G. Gibbs 

A. Gibson (AGn) 

S. Gibson 

G. Giddens 

M. Gill (MG) 

T.W. Gladwin 

A.P. Goddard 

A. Gooderham 

C. Goodie 

M. Goodman 

D. Goodwin 

J. Gordon 

G.C. Gore 

C.R. Graham 

A.J. Gray 

R. Green 

A. Greensmith (AGh) 

S. Greenwood 

E. Greeves 

-C. Griffin (CGn) 

D. Griffin 

W. Griffin (WGn) 

B.J.W. Griffiths 

Barn Elms Bird Group 

Central Royal Parks 
WildlifeGroup 

Runnymeads Ringing 
Group 

Rye Meads Ringing Group 

J.E. Guest 

P. Guest 


D. Haldane 

V. Halley 

M.A. Hardwick 
A. Harris 

D.G. Harris 

GJ. Harris 

L. Harrison (LHn) 
M. Harris 

L. Hastings 

The late R.B. Cee 
J. Hatton 


CONTRIBUTORS 


D. Hawkins 

R. Hawkins 
G.W.J. Hay 

C.J. Hazell 
C.D.R. Heard 

R. Hellier (RHr) 
J. Herbert (JH?) 
R. Herbert (RH?) 
R.J. Herbert 

T.J. Hill 

G.J. Hinchon(GJHn) 
V.E. Hoare 

B. Hobley 

M.R. Honey 

J.W. Houghton 

D. Housely (DHy) 
S. Huggins 

B. Hunt (BH?) 
J.R. Hunter 

C. Hull 


M. Ilett 
R.J. Ingold 
N.J. Inguis 


G.C.D. James 
O. James 

J. Jasinski 
H.S. Jolliffe 
D.C. Johnson 
I.G. Johnson 
M.A. Jones 
P.E. Jones 
C.R. Jupp 


R. Kaye 

I. Kendal 

P. Kerry 

R.H. Kettle 
E.W.L. Keymer 
B. Kiedrowski 
K. Kilburn 

M. Kohler 


D. Lambert 

P. Lambert 

D.K. Lamsdell 

C. Lamsdell 

P.J. Langsdon 

M. Lawford 

B. Lawrence (BLe) 
N. Lawrence 

T.J. Lawrence 
G.M. Leathard 
M. Lester (MLr) © 
I. Lewington 

P. Lewis (PLs) 
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D. Lindo 
D. Ling (DLg) 
B. Luke 


C. MacKenzie-Grieve 
M. MacVicar 

A. Maret 

FJ. Maroevic 

R. Marsh (RMh) 

J. Martin 

J.C. Martin 

J. Mason 

M. Maunder 

O. Maunder 

L. Mayers 

L. McCallum (LMn) 
H.B. McKenzie-Johnston 
D. McKeown 

G. McLean 

E.E. McClernon 
K.I. McManus 

A. Merritt (AMe) 
N. Metcalfe 

A. Middleton (AMn) 
A.C. Middleton 

R. Middleton 

M. Minns 

N. Minns 

S. Minns 

D. Mitchell (DM/) 
J.W. Mitchell 

M. Mitchell 

B. Mold 

D.J. Montier 

A.V. Moon 

E.R. Moore 

A.J. Morris 

C.E. Morris 

D.J. Morris (DJMs) 
P. Morris 

P.A. Morris 

R.J. Morris 

D. Morrison (DMn) 
L. Mount 

L. Mulford (LMd) 
N.J. Murphy 

J. Murray 

K. Murray 

S.H. Murray 


A. Nasir 

P. Naylor 

G. Newbigging 
G.C. Nicholls 
H. Nicholson 
A.M. Nisbet 
K. Noble 
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M.J. Oakland 
W.E. Oddie 
B. O’Dowd 
P.J. Oliver 
W.H.J. Oliver 
K.C. Osborne 
K. Osbourne 


J. Palmer (JPr) 
G. Palmer 

K. Palmer 

J. Parrish 
J.A.S. Patterson 
R. Patterson 

S. Patterson (SP7) 
S. Pearce (SPe) 
A. Pearson 

J. Pearson 

K. Pepper 

T.J. Perrins 
S.R. Pickering 
P. Piretti 

S. Place (SPc) 
N. Pope 

R. Poppleton 
DIC sorter 

M. Potter 

R. Power (RP7r) 
E.M. Pratt 

B. Preece 

B. Prior 

K.L. Purdey 


J. Quail 


M. Rabbi 

P. Rawlins 

A. Raybauld 

D. Rear (DRr) 

B. Reed 

R. Regan 

Alexandra Park 
Bird Report 

Beddington Bird Report 

Gillespie Park 
Bird Report 

Hampstead Heath 
Bird Report 

Sevenoaks Wildfowl 
Reserve 

G.A. Richards 

J. Ridge 

D. Rimes (DRs) 

W. Roberts 

J. Robinson (JRn) 

C. Roger 

C. Rose (CRe) 
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J.E. Rose 

A.G. Ross 

D. Russell (DR/J) 
M.D. Russell 

V. Ryan 


J.A. Sage 

G. Sample 

D. Sampson (DSn) 

R.F. Sanderson 

E. Sansom 

M. Schickner 

D. Scivyer 

V. Searle 

A.S.M. Self 

N.P. Senior 

B. Sharp 

E.M. Sheen 

S. Shippey (SSy) 

G. Simpson 

M. Sims (MSs) 

P. Sims (PSs) 

T.R. Smeeton 

K. Smith 

L.J. Smith 

N.A. Smith 

R. Smith 

R.E. Smith 

C. Smout 

Harrow Natural History 
Society 

Ruislip and District 
Natural History Society 

Surbiton and District 
Birdwatching Society 

P.A. Spencer 

S.J. Spooner 

R.E. Smith 

E. Stainthorpe 

P.J. Stead 

N.R. Stocks 

T. Stone 

S. Stopher 

P.J. Strangeman 

P. Street (PS¢) 

M. Sullivan (MSn) 

I. Swanson 

F. Symons 


N. Tanner 
Pate 

J. Taylor 

I. Templeton 
J. Terry (JTy) 
J.A. Tester 
M. Thain 
B.J. Thomas 


Mrs Thomas 

D. Thompson 

J. Thompson 

P.J. Thompson 

L. Thomson 

J. Tilbrook (JTk) 

G.D. Trew 

London Wildlife Trust 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
F. Twilley 


M. Underhill 
B.M. Utton 


W. Varney 
H. Vaughan 
P.J. Vines 


M.S. Wallen 

M. Waller 

J. Walmsley (JWy) 
J. Walshe (JWe) 

P. Warner (PWr) 
G.G. Watkins 

R. Watkinson 

D. Watson (DWn) 
R.J. Watts 

J. Wells (JWs) 

S. West 

G. Westley (GWy) 
B. Weston 

J.J. Wheatley 

N.R. Wheatley 

P.J. Whitcomb 

D.J. White 

G. White (GWe) 
G.J. White 

R.J. White 

P.A. Whittington 
J.P.P. Wilczur 

H.O. Williams 

M. Williams (MWs) 
P. Williams 

D. Willis 

A.D. Wilson 

H.E. Wilson 

C. Winterman (CWn) 
N. Winterman (NWn) 
R. Winterman (RWn) 
T. Wood (TWad) 

J. Wren 

B.E. Wright 

T. Wright 


A. Young 
E. Young 
R. Young 
S. Younger 
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Birds of the London Area, 1993 


with Additions and Corrections for previous years 


A REPORT ON BIRD LIFE WITHIN TWENTY MILES OF ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 


The classification of species in the systematic list of this report is that adopted by K.H. 
Voous in his List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species. Sequence and nomenclature follow The 

. British Birds’ List of Birds of the Western Palearctic, 1984 and the relevant EURING 
number appears beside each species and sub-species heading. 

The six counties within the London Area are signified by initials in the report: E = 
Essex, H = Hertfordshire, M = Middlesex, B = Buckinghamshire, K = Kent and S = Surrey. 
Inner London records are normally listed under their respective counties (Middlesex, Kent 
and Surrey), but may be abbreviated to IL in tables. North, South, East and West are 
abbreviated to N,S,E and W and for direction of flight, cardinal points are shortened to N, 
NE, NNE etc. Other abbreviations are: 


CBC = Common Birds Census PS = Power Station 

CP = Country Park Res = Reservoir(s) 

GC = Golf Course ‘RG = Ringing Group 

GP = Gravel Pit(s) SF = Sewage Farm or Works 
LBR = London Bird Report SP = Sand Pit 

NR = Nature Reserve WCB = _ Watercress Beds 


Observers’ initials in the report are shown against principal records. A full list of 
observers appears on pages 20 to 22. The abbreviation ‘mo’, used for some long-stay records, 
indicates “many observers’. 

For a full appreciation of records in this report, a detailed, large scale map of the 
London Area will be found useful. Reference should also be made to the Society’s books 
The Birds of the London Area (1957 and 1964) and Atlas of Breeding Birds of the London 
Area.(1977), which give the continuous history of species since 1900. 

Sightings of more than one bird (where they are assumed to have arrived together) are 
treated as one record. All running totals of rare or unusual birds that are provided in the 
systematic list can be assumed to refer only to the present century, unless specifically 
mentioned otherwise. 


0002 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 


M Hampstead Heath, one flew NE at 09.10 hrs on Oct 25th (WEO). Queen Mary 
Res, an oiled bird from Jan 17th to 20th (AVM, DJMs, PN et al) was found dead 
on Jan 23rd (HWE) and one was present from Dec 19th into 1994 (BHt,DJMs 
et al). 

K Chipstead Lake, one on Nov 20th flew off W (TRS). 


The four records in 1993 represent an above average showing for recent years 
and consisted of two brief autumn migrants and a winter record at either end of 
the year at the same location. 
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Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 


E Wm Girling Res, one on Feb 8th and 9th (SC; et al). 
Island Barn Res, one on Dec 29th (ML, PMT). 
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After an extraordinary gap of no records from 1988 to 1992, these two birds represent 
a very welcome return to some sort of form for this always scarce winter visitor. 


_Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 


Walthamstow Res, one on Dec 27th and 28th (PL). Wm Girling Res, one on Oct 
21st (RMC) and Nov 22nd (SCr). 
Queen Mary Res, a summer plumaged bird on July 18th (EL Cox per FRC). 


There is nothing too remarkable about three late autumn/winter birds in the Lea 
Valley but the July record in Middx is little short of incredible and must have left 
the observers wondering whether they were hallucinating. 


Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 


Seventy-eight breeding pairs were reported in 1993, a disappointing decrease 
after two consecutive annual increases. However, this may reflect fluctuating 
observer coverage rather than a real decline. The number of breeding pairs 
reported in the past five years has been: 


1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 
78 90+ 84 68 65 


Localities holding breeding pairs (numbers of pairs or broods in brackets), the 
largest counts in each sector and Inner London records are given below. 


Belhus Woods CP (4). Berwick Ponds (4). Dagenham Chase (1). Fairlop Water 
(1). Harold Wood SF (1). Ongar (1). Rainham GP (2). Rainham Marsh (9). 
Thorndon Park (1). Valentines Park (1). No winter counts of more than three 
were submitted. 

Amwell GP (2). Cheshunt GP (1+). Hilfield Park Res (4). Maple Lodge NR (6). 
Moor Park GC (1). Panshanger Park (4). Rye Meads (9). Stocker’s Lake (1). 
Tyttenhanger GP (1). Maximum counts were 18 in September and 17 in October 
at Hilfield Park Res, and 34 on Sept 18th and 15 in March at Rye Meads. 
Bedfont Lakes (2). Brent Res (2+). Kempton Park Res (3). Parkside Res, Enfield 
(1). Perry Oaks SF (2). Ruislip NR (1). The Causeway NR, (1). The highest 
counts were 17 in September and 15 in October at Brent Res. Jnner London: 
Kensington Gardens, a pair on Apr 14th and one on July 2nd. Regent’s Park, 
one on Sept Ist. 
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Alderbourne WCB (2). Old Slade GP (3). Tilehouse GP (1). Woodlands Park 
GP (1). The maximum counts were 26 in February and 16 in March at Wraysbury 
GP. 


Dartford Marsh (1). The maximum count was only seven at Sevenoaks Reserve 
on Mar 4th. 

Esher Common (1). Holmethorpe SP (1). Lonsdale Road Res (1). Waddon Ponds 
(1). The maximum count was 15 at Beddington SF on Aug 8th. Inner London: 
River Thames at Chelsea Bridge, one on Jan 2nd. River Thames at Vauxhall 
Bridge, one on Nov 24th. 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 


A total of only 194 nesting pairs or broods was reported indicating the worst 
breeding season since 1989 and a decline of 22 pairs from 1992. Coverage in 
1993 was if anything even better than in recent years, so this would seem to 
represent a real decline. The number of breeding pairs/broods reported in the 
past five years has been: 


1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 
194 216 211 238 173 


Observers reported low breeding success or complete absence from a number of 
sites. For example, at Brent Res only three pairs nested and only two broods 
were raised. This compares to 32 nests in 1992 and 50+ in 1991. Unseasonal 
flooding seemed to be the problem which may have effected other sites also. 


The table which follows shows peak autumn/winter counts at key sites and is 
followed in the text by the largest breeding concentrations (number of pairs/ 
broods in brackets) in each sector and all Inner London breeding records. 


Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 
King George V Res 83 46 50 72 101 66 59 
Walthamstow Res 42 41 Sy) 85 100 83 47 
Hilfield Park Res 9 12 - 59 46 22 20 
Brent Res 13 34 60 7 14 8 9 
King George VI Res 82 24 23 47 54 2a 23 
Queen Mary Res - - 50 286 IPA 275 200 
Staines Res 8 12 ff 61 35 12 74 
Wraysbury GP 61 79 50 82 47 85 104 
Queen Eliz. II Res V 20 85 54 33 1 26 
Thorpe Water Park 24 21 34 49 33 26 56 
Walton Res 6 6 Vf 34 33 20 11 


Belhus Woods CP (5). 

Amwell GP (5). Cheshunt GP (20). Hilfield Park Res (6). Stocker’s Lake (7). 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, five pairs nested but only one was successful due 
to predation possibly by terrapins. 

Ruxley GP (9). 


Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 


A very poor year indeed by recent standards for this species. Early in the year 
there were probably only two birds involved in all of the west London sightings, 
so it is likely that only 11 birds were seen in the Area in 1993 compared to 13 in 

1992 and more than 20 in each of 1991 and 1990. All records are given. 


King George V Res, one from Jan 1st to 11th (SCr et al) and two from Jan 20th 
to Feb Sth (PJV et al). 
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Staines Res, one on many dates from Jan 2nd to Mar 20th (mo). Wraysbury Res, 
one from Jan 4th to 17th (CL et al). 

Queen Mother Res, two from Nov 4th to 25th, three on 18th only, with one 
remaining into 1994 (CDRH, CL et al). Wraysbury GP, one on Jan 6th (DJMs). 
Barn Elms Res, two on Nov 7th (BPA, CF, MP). Holmethorpe SP, one on Oct 
31st (JKCG, GWJH, PK). 


1990 Additional Record 
Walthamstow Res, one on Banbury Res on Jan 18th (ADW). 


Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 


Walthamstow Res, one from Jan 4th to 9th and one from Dec 10th into 1994 
(SCr et al); both birds were on Banbury Res. 

Amwell GP, one on Nov 17th (GJW). 

Queen Mary Res, one on Feb 26th (CL) and Mar 13th (REB). Staines Res, 
singles on Jan 6th and Jan 18th (DJMs). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Dec 10th (CL). Wraysbury GP, one on Oct 16th 
(CL, RRG). 

Littlebrook GP, one from Feb 21st to Mar 14th (AJM, BEW et al). 


With an absolute maximum of ten records, this species shows no sign of a return 
to form in the London Area. Perhaps Slavonian Grebes have genuinely become 
rarer leaving the species with the local status of irregular winter visitor and 
scarce passage migrant at best. 


Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 


King George V Res, singles on Aug 16th, Aug 24th, Sept 2nd and Sept 13th 
(PJV et al). Walthamstow Res, one on Aug 15th (PL). Wm Girling Res, 
three from Jan 1st to Feb 27th with two remaining to Mar 27th and one to Apr 
4th (SCr, PJV et al), singles from Aug 19th to 21st, on Aug 28th and from Sept 
30th to Oct 5th, three from Oct 10th to 12th, two from Oct 13th to 16th and 
singles on Oct 18th and 19th and Nov 19th and 20th (PJV et al). 

Hilfield Park Res, two on Apr 26th (GSE) with singles on Apr 29th 
(GSE, SHM), May Sth (PP) and May 29th (GSE). 

Staines Res, spring passage with one on Mar 13th (AVM, DJMs), peaked at 
only two birds in mid-April and finished with one on Apr 20th (AVM, DJMs, PN 
et al); in autumn, one on July 4th (AVM, DJMs) peaked at three birds on many 
dates in early and mid-September and finished with two birds on Oct 2nd 
(AVM, DJMs, PN et al). 

Horton GP, one on Oct 27th (BDC). 

Barn Elms Res, one on June 3rd (JPPW et al). Beddington SF, a displaying pair 
on May 24th and 25th were seen again on June 13th and 15th but there were no 
further sightings until one on Sept 13th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one on Oct 
11th (GWJH). 


1990 Correction 
Fishers Green, one from Oct 27th to Nov 9th and not Nov 4th as published in 
EBR SS: 


Completing a poor year for all grebe species in the Area, 1993 was the first time 
for over 20 years that Black-necked Grebes did not winter at both ends of year in 
the lower Lea Valley and one of the poorest on record for both passages at Staines. 
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However there was some cheer on the potential breeding front with a pair again 
appearing at Hilfield Park Res in late April and an intriguing record of a pair at 
Beddington SF in late May and June. 


Gannet Sula bassana 
Alexandra Park, a juvenile flew E on Oct 14th (GN). 


The 48th record for the London Area this century which bears an uncanny 
resemblance to the record at Rye Meads in 1992 - also a juvenile flying E, but 
that time on Oct 17th. 


Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 


The breeding colony at Walthamstow Res reached a new record size with 58 
nests counted in late May (JF, GJW et al) compared to 30 in 1992 and five in 
1991. This development is particularly remarkable when London’s first breeding 
record was as recently as 1987. 


The species is becoming increasingly widespread throughout the Area with many 
sites where it was formerly only a Scarce visitor or occasional flyover, now 
recording birds on a regular basis. Large counts from sites which held more 
than 100 birds during the year and'a summary of Inner London records are given 
below. 


King George V Res, 400 on Sept 25th. Walthamstow Res, monthly 
maxima: 183 in January, 159 in February, 196 in March, 200 in July, 115 in 
August, 105 in October, 130 in December. 

King George VI Res, 376 on Oct 17th. Staines Res, 226 on Oct 17th. 
Wraysbury Res, 175 on Jan 7th, 84 on Feb 14th and Mar 14th. Inner London: 
City of London, regular sightings of flyover birds throughout the year. Hyde 
Park/Kensington Gardens, maximum of 11 in first half of the year and six in the 
second half. Regent’s Park, up to six fishing on the lake in both winter periods 
but flyover birds seen throughout the year. 

Wraysbury GP, 100+ on Oct 23rd. 

Dartford Marsh, 115 counted between Erith and Greenhithe on Dec Sth. 
Thamesmead, peak counts of 93 in August, 82 in September and 117 in 
November. 

Barn Elms Res, peak counts of 143 in February, 287 in March and 125 in April. 
Mortlake, 90 flew W on Mar 26th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, peak morning counts 
of 98 on Sept 19th and 81 on Oct 17th and 280 at roost on Dec 29th. Walton 
Res, 97 on Mar 17th and 126 on Sept 19th. Inner London: birds seen on the 
Thames throughout the year with a maximum of 20 counted between Tower and 
Battersea Bridges on Nov 21st. 


Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 


Dagenham Chase, two long staying birds from Jan 31st to June 12th (KB et al). 
Hollow Pond, Wanstead Park, 14 (seven adults) on Jan 29th decreasing to nine 
on 30th, six on 31st, then seven on Feb 2nd, five on Sth, one from 26th to Mar 
14th, with dead individuals found on Feb 27th and 28th (PFr et al). King George 
V Res, one from Feb 6th to 14th (AAB, SCr et al), one on Mar 9th (PJV) and 
one on Oct 15th (AMn). Rainham Marsh, one on Jan 23rd (MKD). Walthamstow 
Res, an immature on Jan 30th (BR), an adult on 31st (PL) and an immature on 
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Feb 7th (PL). West Thurrock, one on Dec 5th (MKD). Wm Girling Res, an adult 
on Feb 1st and 2nd (ACy et al). 

Amwell GP, one on Dec 25th (SBs). Cheshunt GP, one on Mar 20th and 28th 
(PJL) and one on Oct 17th was the following day picked up dead from a tern raft 
and found to be caught up in pike angler’s bait and hooks (TJH). Hilfield Park 
Res, two immatures on Jan 27th increasing to three on Jan 29th until Feb 6th, 
then two until Mar 6th and one until Mar 17th (GSE et al) - see photograph 
opposite page 33. Stocker’s Lake, one immature on Jan 30th (RRD). 

Brent Res, one from Jan 30th to Feb 3rd (LAB, DRI et al). Broadwater GP, one 
on Feb 7th (GJW). Harmondsworth GP, one on Apr 8th (JCM). King George VI 
Res, 11 on Jan 29th (CL), one adult on Jan 30th (PN), five from Feb 12th to 14th 
(CL, AVM, PN ef al), four on 26th, one on 28th, two on Mar 3rd, three on 6th, four 
on 7th, on on 10th, one on 27th and two seen regularly from Apr 17th to Dec 12th 
(PN et al). Staines Res, one or two of the King George VI Res birds were seen here 
between Feb 21st and Oct 24th (mo). Wraysbury Res, singles on Mar 14th, 19th 
and 25th (CL, AVM, PN). 

Horton GP, one on Feb 14th (PN) and one intermittently from Oct 27th into 
1994 (BDC, CDRH et al). Queen Mother Res, one on Feb 12th and one on Nov 
30th (CL). Wraysbury GP, one on Jan 10th and one on Feb 21st (RRG). 


Barn Elms Res, one on Jan 29th (SCZ) and one on Oct 15th and 16th (BPA, MP). 


Field Common GP, one on Mar 12th (DCs et al). Holmethorpe SP, four on Dec 
10th (JKCG, GWJH, PK). River Thames at Hammersmith Bridge, three on Mar 
7th (RDE). River Thames at Kingston Bridge, two on Feb 10th, one on Feb 
16th, 23rd and 25th and one found dead on Mar 16th (RJH). Walton Res, one 
from Nov 14th to 21st (SJS et al). Inner London: Bankside, one on the Thames 
on Feb 2nd (PJO). 


After a return to normality last year, 1993 saw another huge influx of this usually 
scarce visitor. Adjusting for some obvious duplication of records, a minimum of 
60 birds can be assumed to have reached the Area during the year, 33 of which 
arrived within a three day period in late January. Particulary notable were the 14 
birds which arrived at this time on a small pond in Essex, the large number of 
long-staying birds and the four birds picked up dead during the year. 


Bittern Botaurus stellaris 


Fishers Green area, the wintering Herts birds were seen over the border in Essex 
on a few dates at either end of the year, usually in flight (TJH et al). 

Cheshunt GP, three from Jan 1st to Mar 2nd with one (the dominant individual) 
remaining until Mar 8th; seen mainly from the Waverley Hide on Seventy Acres 
GP. Late in the year, one from Oct 13th to Dec 17th when it was joined by a 
second, both remaining to year-end; seen from Waverley Hide and Bittern Hide 
(North Metropolitan Pit) (TJH et al) - see photographs opposite page 32. Rye 
Meads, one from Dec 5th to year-end (GJW et al). 

Wraysbury GP, one very elusive individual seen on Jan 30th, Feb 8th and Feb 
12th (CL, LJS). 

Littlebrook GP, one on Feb 25th (BEW). 


The three birds seen together in the Lea Valley early in the year was a very 
exceptional record. These birds often showed very well in front of the Waverley 
Hide and must surely have become the most photographed Bitterns ever in Britain. 
Early in the year, a total of five birds appeared in the London Area - a good 
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showing - but at the end of year numbers were more normal with only two or 
three individuals involved. 


Little Egret Egretta garzetta 


Fairlop, one roosted overnight in a tree in a large garden at Barkingside on 
Mar 5th (Mrs Thomas). Hutton, one on Jan 22nd (JWy). Walthamstow Res, a 
widely observed bird on May 24th (JPr et al). 

Charlton GP, one from Aug 4th to 13th (DMz et al) with two there on 11th 
(SAs). Harmondsworth GP, one on June 8th (JRE). Queen Mary Res, the Charlton 
bird was seen here flying E on Aug 5th (DJMs) and on 13th (SAs). 


The best-ever year by far for this species in the London Area with five records 
taking the Area total to 11. With a pattern of ever-increasing occurrence in South 
Britain, there is every reason to expect the London Area records to continue to 
increase. 


Grey Heron | Ardea cinerea 


A small decrease in the number of reported nests with 309 against 319 in 1992. 
However, all sites from which nests were reported had more nests than in 1992 
(with the exception of Regent’s Park heronry which seems to be slowly 
decreasing). This implies that the species is probably continuing to slowly increase 
and the small drop in the overall number of nests can be accounted for by 
inconsistent coverage. Numbers late in the year at the traditional site at West 
Thurrock were very much lower than previously, presumably in response to the 
lack of pumping there now that the power station has closed. All breeding records 
and the largest counts away from breeding sites are given. 


Walthamstow Res, 138 occupied nests (121 in 1992). West Thurrock, 98 on Jan 
3rd, 52 on Feb 27th and 30 on Mar 7th. 

Stocker’s Lake, 43+ occupied nests (38 in 1992). Verulamium Lake, one pair 
bred. Maximum count away from breeding sites in the sector was only 12 at 
Tyttenhanger GP on Aug 18th. 

Broadwater GP, 40 occupied nests (39 in 1992). Osterley Park, eight occupied 
nests (7 in 1992). Syon Park, 17 occupied nests (12 in 1992). Yiewsley GP, five 
occupied nests. Maximum count away from breeding sites in the sector was 23 
at Hampton Court Park on Oct 16th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, 22 occupied 
nests (26 in 1992). 

Bookham Common, six or seven occupied nests (four in 1992). Brentford Ait, 
eight occupied nests (7 in 1992). Gatton Lake, 19 occupied nests (18 in 1992). 
Isleworth Ait, ten occupied nests (5 in 1992). River Thames between Richmond 
and Kew, 43 counted on Feb 14th. Inner London: Battersea Park, nine occupied 
nests. 


White Stork Ciconia ciconia 


Staines Res, three on Apr 24th circled for about four minutes and then flew off high 
to the west (LMd et al). 


These three birds were initially seen in Britain at Seasalter in North Kent on Apr 
23rd and were reported subsequently to the Staines sighting over Bristol on 27th. 
Only the 11th London Area record and the first acceptable occurrence since 1986. 
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Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
Brent Res, an adult flew E at 19.30 hrs on May 25th (ASMS). 


This bird was in fact seen flying over the reservoir from the observer’s lounge 
window - a very unlikely garden tick! The 20th record for the London Area at 
peak time for spring migrants in eastern Britain. 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor 


The number of breeding pairs for the past five years in each county is given the 
following table. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent — Surrey Total 
1989 9 16 16 4 4 i 61 
1990 16 17 13 7 1 Zi 4 65 
1991 12 22 13 7 3 3 3 63 
1992 13 27 8 6 ~ 6 8 72 
1993 20 16 9 4 9 6 12 76 


Yet another increase in the number of breeding pairs (for the third consecutive 
year) providing more evidence that the ban on use of lead shot by fisherman is 
having a positive effect on the numbers and productivity of this species in the 
London Area. The largest counts are given under respective counties below. 


King George V Res, 43 on Oct Ist. Walthamstow Res, 37 on June 27th, 56 on 
July 31st and 44 on Aug 15th. 

Bury Lake, 45 on Jan 30th, 43 on Feb 22nd, 49 on Mar 9th, 57 on Apr 4th, 46 on 
May 3rd, 21 on June 19th and 28 on Sept Ist. Cheshunt GP, 63 on Dec 18th. 
Broadwater GP, 57 on Sept 9th, 91 on Oct 23rd, 102 on Nov 5th and 104 on Dec 
11th. Bushy Park, 40 on Dec 28th. Kempton Park Res, 61 on Jan 17th. 
Wraysbury GP, monthly max: September - 63, October - 101, November - 88, 
December - 110. 

River Thames between Molesey Hurst and Hampton Court Bridge, 82 on Jan 
16th, 166 on Feb 14th, 144 on Mar 14th and 107 on May 9th. Walton Res, 47 on 
Aug 25th. Thorpe Park, 47 on Jan 24th and 56 on Sept 18th. 


Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus 


Wm Girling Res, seven adults on Nov Ist (RMC, JF). 

Hilfield Park Res, 13 (12 adults) on Feb 16th (BAC, JPC et al). Tyttenhanger 
GP, three (1 adult) on Nov Sth (SPe). 

Staines Res, two on Feb 21st (AVM, DJMs, PN et al). Inner London: Regent’s 
Park, two immatures flew S at 08.20 hrs on Oct 15th (ARD). 

Beddington SF, one on May 3rd was wary and injured and two circled 
overhead on Oct 23rd (BBR). Epsom Common, 30 on Great Stew Pond (24 
adults) on Mar 9th (KK). Holmethorpe SP, six on Jan Sth and 6th (SWG, GWJH 
et al). Limpsfield Chart, six adults flew WNW on Novy 28th (PJO). 


A total of ten records represents a fairly good year for this scarce migrant and 
winter visitor in the London Area. The flock at Epsom was of a notable size to 
be seen grounded rather than flying over. 
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Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 


Nazeing GP, one flew N on Oct 24th (AH). 
Amwell GP, one flew NW at 17.45 hrs on Oct 22nd (BR). Stocker’s Lake, five 
flew over on Nov 23rd (RRD). 


Only three records of this scarce visitor to the Area, all of which were flyover 
birds in late autumn. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
See also Appendix I for obviously escaped/feral birds. 


Fairlop, one from Nov 9th to 11th (AAB). Fishers Green, 39 on Feb 15th and 40 
on Feb 16th (PAB, SCz ADW), five from Feb 17th to 20th (AAB) and four on 
Nov 18th (PCA, EEM). Nazeing GP, five on Mar 1st and four on Mar 3rd 
(SCr, MHs). Netherhall GP, five from Feb 18th to 23rd (ADW), four on Feb 
24th and one on Mar 13th (AH). Woodford GC, one on Mar 25th (KM). 

Amwell GP, one on Mar 8th (MHs). Broxbourne GP, five on Feb 25th (SHM). 
Rye Meads, four on Feb 24th (RMRG). Tyttenhanger GP, three on Feb 28th 
(SHM) and Mar 6th (SPe, PWr). 

Harefield area, five at various sites from Feb 14th to Mar 6th (BK, RMA et al) 
were often grazing with a large flock of Wigeon. Staines Moor, three from Jan 
31st to Feb 4th and 22 on Nov 30th (MU). Tottenham Marsh, 16 flew NE at 
08.45 hrs on Nov 28th (PL). 

Chipstead Lake, six circled on Nov 28th (TRS). Dartford Marsh, 11 on Jan 3rd 
(CWn, NWn, RWn). 

Beddington SF, seven on Dec 1st (HEW). Holmethorpe SP, one from Feb 20th 
to Mar 8th (SWG et al), ten on Nov 28th (GWJH, PK) and one on Nov 29th and 
30th (GWJH). Molesey Heath, 18 on Dec 5th (SJS). Redhill Aerodrome, five on 
Nov 28th (GWJH) were considered different to the Holmethorpe birds. 


A truly excellent year for this scarce migrant and winter visitor with a notable 
influx in February and several good sized flocks in late November/early 
December. There was obviously some duplication of records with birds moving 
around in Lea Valley and taking this into account, there was a minimum of 
about 20 records during the year. The large flock at Staines Moor was found at 
night by workers from the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust using image intensifying 
equipment! 


Wild goose sp 


Hilfield Park Res, 40 on Nov 27th (SHM) were thought to possibly be Pink- 
footed Geese, although given the influx of White-fronted Geese at this time, the 
latter seems far more likely. 

Holmethorpe SP, 13 on Nov 28th which flew high NW were thought to probably 
be White-fronted Geese (GWJH, PK) and were seen by the same observers who 
were watching a flock of Bean Geese and White-fronted Geese at the time - 
Holmethorpe was clearly the place to be on Nov 28th! 


0157 


0161 


<a 


0166 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 58 FOR 1993 


Bean Goose Anser fabalis 


Holmethorpe SP, five on Nov 28th (GWJH, PK et al) found at 07.20 hrs and flew 
off NW at 09.10 hrs. 


These birds were convincingly described by the first-named observer as adults 
of the race rossicus. The record co-incided with an influx of Bean Geese into 
southern Britain. The first record since 1985. 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 


As usual, widely reported across the region from gravel pits, lakes and reservoirs. 
Breeding records (with number of pairs or broods in parentheses) and large 
counts are given below. The usual huge counts were reported from Sevenoaks 
Reserve. 


Belhus Woods CP (5). Corbets Tey (1); 24 on Jan 16th. Fishers Green (1). Hall 
Marsh Scrape (1). Walthamstow Res (4); 28 on Mar 21st. 

Lynsters Farm, 32 on Feb 14th. Stocker’s Lake (1); 55 on Aug 18th. 

Broadwater GP (2), 51 on Nov 11th. Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington 
Gardens, maximum for the year was 47 on Mar 14th. Regent’s Park (1). St 
James’s Park (bred), 152 on Jan 7th was part of a co-ordinated count which 
revealed only one in Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens at the same time; the species 
is controlled at these sites. 

Ruxley GP (1). Sevenoaks Reserve, monthly maxima: February - 74, March - 
103, April - 25, May - 35, June - 166, July -218, August - 455, September - 500, 
October - 267. Stone Chalk Pit (bred). 

Holmethorpe SP (3). 


1992 Correction 
Inner London: a co-ordinated count in Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens and St 
James’s Park on Oct 1st revealed 37 birds at the former site and 121 at the latter. 


Canada Goose Branta canadensis 


The status of this common feral species in the London Area was examined in 
detail by Baker, 1992 (LBR 56: 175-182) and readers are referred to that paper. 
As part of the ongoing programme to control numbers, many eggs were pricked 
particularly at Inner London sites. Nevertheless, numbers remain at pest 
proportions in several areas. Localities with five or more broods or breeding 
pairs (numbers in parentheses) and the highest counts from sites holding 300 or 
more birds at some time during the year are given below. 


Belhus Woods CP (5). Connaught Water (5). Fairlop Water (1); 513 on Aug 
26th. Hainault Forest (6). Hunston Mead, Harlow, 500 on Oct 14th. Netherhall 
GP, 500 on Jan 1st. Walthamstow Res (25); 980 on June 27th and 1042 in July. 
Amwell GP (35); 320 on Aug 26th. Bury Lake, 300+ on July 11th. Stanstead 
Abbotts GP (16). Stocker’s Lake, 70-80 young raised; 300+ on July 23rd. 
Verulamium Lake (5). 

Alexandra Park (16). Brent Res (6). Hampton Court Park, 330 on Oct 8th. 
Kempton Park Racecourse, 311 on Nov 14th. Staines Moor, 450 on Oct 17th. 
Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, monthly maxima: January - 361, 
March - 276, July - 336, August - 443, September - 408. A co-ordinated count at ~ 
the three Royal Parks plus Buckingham Palace on Jan 7th revealed a total of 
764 birds. 

Langley Park, 300+ on Jan 1st. 


Bitterns at Cheshunt GP 


(Photos: ABOVE - Mike McDonnell, BELOW - Robin Chittenden) 








ABOVE: Shags at Hilfield Park Res, early 1993 (Photo: Brad Charteris) 


BELOW: Ferruginous Duck at Cheshunt GP, December 1993 (Photo: Peter Gasson) 
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1992 Correction 
Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, 404 on Oct 18th, 494 on Nov 
15th and 252 on Dec 13th. 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla 


Corbets Tey, one on Feb 21st (MKD) was possibly the bird from Dagenham 
Chase. Dagenham Chase, one from Feb 14th to 17th (KB et al). Fishers Green, 
one on Feb 16th (SCr). King George V Res, 14 on Mar 9th, five flew N on Apr 
28th, one on Oct 19th and one on Nov 1st (PJV). Nazeing GP, one on May 8th 
may have been an escape (AH). Wm Girling Res, one on Feb 10th (ACy). 
Alexandra Park, one flew over on Mar 3rd (APBR). Brent Res, 19 on Feb 13th 
(RBd, ASMS, DWn). Perry Oaks SF, one on Feb 14th found dead on Feb 15th 
(CL). Ruislip Lido, 30+ flew NE on Apr 28th (JE). Staines Res, three on Apr 
17th (DJMs), seven flew SE on Apr 28th (PN) and one on Nov 17th (KLP). 
Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one flew NE on April 28th (RJW). 

Queen Mother Res, four on Nov 25th (CL). Old Slade NR, one on May 3rd (per 
Bucks Bird Club). 

Chipstead Lake, one on Apr 24th (TRS). Dartford Marsh, one from Feb 18th to 
22nd (AJM et al), one on Nov 7th (AJM) and 29 flew W on Nov 8th (BEW). 
Barn Elms Res, 50 flew NW on Feb 13th (FJM). Beddington SF, two on Feb 
1st, two on Oct 2nd, one on Oct 3rd and one on Oct 9th (BBR). 


In the past few years this species has surreptitiously moved from being a scarce 
migrant and winter visitor during hard weather, to a reasonably regular migrant 
with occasional winter records; the species is far more regular in the Area than 
formerly. Interestingly, on Apr 28th a flock of 38 was reported flying over Ware, 
Herts (outside the London Area) one hour later than the flock which flew NE 
over Ruislip Lido. Assuming this to be the same flock, this would give the birds a 
flight speed of approx 23 mph into a strong NE headwind. 


Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 


It has now come to light that six of this species were released at Broxbourne ‘a 
few years ago’ (per AH) and that the birds now ‘spread up and down the Lea 
Valley’ almost certainly originate from these birds. Two pairs bred again in 1993 
and birds were seen widely in the Lea Valley and nearby. All records are given 
or summarised below. 


Fishers Green, two on Feb 16th. Hall Marsh Scrape, two on Oct 7th. Ilford, one 
on Dec 18th. Nazeing GP, one pair successfully raised a brood of seven. 

Amwell GP, up to five adults all year; one pair nested failing at their first attempt 
and hatching one chick at their second attempt which died after only a couple of 
days. Kings Langley, two on Mar 15th and May 27th. Rye Meads, two on Mar 
6th, one on Mar 13th and 27th and two flew N on Aug 30th. Stocker’s Lake, 
three on Nov 14th. Tyttenhanger GP, three on Nov 14th. 


Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 


Reported widely throughout the Area but generally only in small numbers away 
from the Lower Thames. The number of breeding pairs reported throughout the 
area was low and it seems that the disappearance of Thames-side breeding habitat 
is finally having a serious effect on this species. Breeding records (with number 
of pairs or broods in parentheses) and highest counts in each sector are given 
below. 
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Barking Bay (2). King George V Res (1). Rainham Marsh (6). West Thurrock 
(1).. Wm Girling Res (1). Pairs also summered without proof of breeding at a 
further seven sites. The highest counts at principal localities along the Lower 
Thames are given in the following table. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Barking 80 120 715 44 46 - 4 73 44 56 ~=6108 
Rainham IDS = 100) 82 60 30 12 20 #100 60 33 70 55 
West Thurrock 1B0 M155 - - - - 6 - - 30 


Rye Meads (2). Stocker’s Lake (1). 

King George VI Res (1); 17 on Mar 7th. Perry Oaks SF, 16 on June 10th. Queen 
Mary Res (1); 33 on Mar 11th and 22 on Apr 13th. Wraysbury Res, 18 on Apr 
13th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one flew low over the lake on Novy 4th 
(ARD). 

Dartford Marsh (1); monthly maxima: January - 49, February - 36, March - 28, 
April - 9, May - 10, June - 21, July -13, August - 11, October - 53, November - 
6, December - 19. Swanscombe Marsh (1). Thamesmead, maximum for the 
year of 38 in February. 

Holmethorpe SP (1). River Wandle nr Beddington SF (1). Walton Res (1). 
Watermeads (1). 


Mandarin Aix galericulata 


This feral species is well established throughout the Area with the exception of 
the Kent sector where there were no records at all in 1993. All breeding records 
are given below (number of pairs or broods in parentheses) together with large 
counts. Observers are encouraged to continue submitting all records to enable 
on-going monitoring of the pattern for this species. 


Connaught Water (2); up to 20 in January, eight in February, four in March, two 
in May, five in August, 13 in October, ten in November and 13 in December. 
Dagnam Park (1). Epping Forest (excluding Connaught Water) (1). 

Panshanger Park (7); 14 on Apr 3rd and Sept 22nd, 12 on Nov 7th and ten on 
Nov 18th and Dec 23rd. 

Bushy Park (1). Forty Hall, Enfield (2). Grovelands Park, up to 20 in January, 
eight in February, eight in September, 59 in October (a new record count for the 
site), ten in November and six in December. Osterley Park (2). Stanmore Common 
(1). Syon Park (1). Whitewebbs Wood, ten on June 19th. Inner London: Grand 
Union Canal between Little Venice and King’s Cross, two on June 30th. 
Wraysbury GP, reported most months with maximum of four on several dates. 
Brooklands (1). Epsom Common (2); maxima of 13 in January, 12 in February 
and 25 in December. Gatton Lake (1). Richmond Park (1). River Thames, 
Dessborough Island (1). West End Common (1). 


Wigeon Anas penelope 


Good numbers of this common winter visitor were reported in the first winter 
period with some particularly impressive counts from Stain Hill Res. Numbers 
were more normal late in the year. Monthly winter maxima from the main 
localities are given in the table below, followed by a listing of summer _ 
occurrences and summary of other interesting records under their respective 
counties. 
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Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 
Hall Marsh Scrape 80 120 100 - - - 
Netherhall GP 180 85 104 - - 60 
Rainham Marsh 70 80 60 55 74 55 
Amwell GP 15 97 65 25 82 48 
Bowyers GP 54 2 - 79 - - 
Hilfield Park Res 34 16 4 42 90 114 
Broadwater GP 147 143 120 80 200 133 
Kempton Park RaceCourse 4 111 - - 29 200 
King George VI Res 263 19 37 181 507 23 
Stain Hill Res 508 315 55 187 134 361 
Staines Res iWz7/ 141 118 - 222, 48 
Wraysbury GP 62 TS 42 191 160 152 
Richmond Park 37 10 2 83 115 103 
Thorpe Park 113 134 107 Di, 96 121 
Walton Res 133 265 286 9 3) 20 


Roydon GP, 123 on Dec 15th. 

Cheshunt GP, 147 on Dec 18th. 

Highway Farm, Harefield, 130 on Feb 21st. King George VI Res, a pair on May 
29th. Perry Oaks SF, a pair from June 10th to July 8th was presumably the same 
as seen at King George VI and Staines. Staines Res, a pair on May 3rd. 

Apart from the Rainham Marsh birds counted from the Dartford side of the 
river, the maximum count was 27 at Sevenoaks Reserve on Dec 19th. 


Gadwall Anas strepera 


In direct contrast to 1992, good numbers were present early in the year and 
counts of 200 or more came from three sites in January (as opposed to none in 
1992 for example). At the end of the year large numbers of the species again 
appeared in the Area with the gatherings at Broadwater and Wraysbury being 
particularly impressive. Monthly maxima from some main sites are given in 
tabular form below and are followed by details of breeding birds and the 
remaining highest county counts. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Fishers Green 40 Sy) - - 30 42 100 Di, 
Netherhall GP 40 iS - - - - - 220 
Amwell GP 91 58 7 34 32 - 97 47 
Cheshunt GP 25 - - D) » 38 40 120 280 
Hilfield Park Res 21 7 3 2 32 74 101 127 
Rye Meads 200 83 70 42 100 176 200 172 
Stocker’s Lake ~ 22 9 4 - 110 60 73 76 
Broadwater GP 2D) - - 2 70 129 400 346 
Stain Hill Res 156 161 Wy] - 52 128 75 70 
Staines Res 25 38 Pi 12 6 16 63 80 
Wraysbury GP 225 193 75 - - 44 223 383 
Richmond Park 105 33 2 - 55 103 141 174 
Thorpe Park 233 133 4 - 31 149 87 178 
Walton Res 65 29 29 12 20 28 36 134 


Belhus Woods CP, one pair summered. Berwick Ponds, two pairs bred. 
Dagenham Chase, one male summered. Fishers Green, one pair summered. Hall 
Marsh Scrape, two broods seen. Rainham GP, 70 on Nov 21st. Rainham Marsh, 
one pair summered. Walthamstow Res, three birds summered. 

Amwell GP, ten broods seen. Maple Lodge NR, one brood seen. Panshanger 
Park, up to 22 seen in June. Rye Meads, seven broods totalling 65 young were 
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noted. Stanstead Abbotts GP, 73 on Jan 16th. Stocker’s Lake, one pair bred 
hatching six young. 

Brent Res, up to five in June but no evidence of breeding. King George VI Res, 
a pair on June 13th. Perry Oaks SF, up to four pairs all summer but no broods 
seen. Rammey Marsh, three on June 19th. 

Horton GP, 70 on Nov 20th. 

Belvedere PS, 44 on Jan 15th. Thamesmead, up to 44 in February. 

Barn Elms Res, one male in June; 63 on Feb 14th. Beddington SF, up to four in 
mid-June but no sign of breeding. Richmond Park, two in June. 


Teal Anas crecca 


Two pairs definitely bred in 1993 and several other birds were seen in summer. 
Wintering numbers were reduced even further from the low numbers present in 
1992 with no counts exceeding 500 birds. The regular four figure counts of 
previous years seem a long time ago. Peak monthly counts from principal 
localities are shown in tabular form and details of summer records are given 
under respective counties in the text. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Barking Bay 108 150 74 - - 124 309 - 
Berwick Ponds - . . - 250 100 100 100 
Essex Filter Beds 70 56 33 10 4 54 102 158 
King George V Res 275 271 Se) ae - 252 183 331 150 
Rainham Marsh 500 160 - - 150 150 120 300 
Amwell GP 89 10 30 14 34 20 36 125 
Rye Meads 200 60 70 14 35 80 140 50 
Kempton Park Res 256 40 10 - 89 54 18 13 
King George VI Res 172 119 46 7 112 360 78 64 
Rammey Marsh 100 63 6 12 50 110 - 80 
Staines Res 25 37 35 18 . 1 57 341 
Sevenoaks Reserve 84 49 4T 9 11 22 46 50 
Thamesmead 78 20 30 10 - 30 50 100 
Barn Elms Res 82 116 63 2 - 24 47 86 
Beddington SF 300 - : - 57 100 - 450 
Walton Res 310 135 42 12 32 300 48 77 


Belhus Woods CP, two pairs from April to early June. Berwick Ponds, three 
pairs summered. Dagenham Chase, one pair in June. Hall Marsh Scrape, two 
pairs in June; 100 on Feb 3rd. Lloyd Park, Walthamstow, a male on June 7th. 
Rainham Marsh, one pair definitely bred and another summered. Walthamstow 
Res, 100 on Feb 28th. Wm Girling Res, two males on June 8th. 

Amwell GP, a pair on June 24th. Maple Lodge NR, a pair in June. Rye House 
Marsh, 99 on Jan 24th. Rye Meads, one in June and July. 

Brent Res, a female summered. Kempton Park Res, two males on June 19th. 
Perry Oaks SF, up to five in June and four in July; 104 on Feb 14th. Rammey 
Marsh, two pairs on May 28th, two males on June 13th and a pair in July. Ruislip 
Lido, a pair on June 23rd. 

Denham, a male on June 17th. Wraysbury GP, 128 on Nov 14th and 153 on Dec 
19th. 

Belvedere PS, 200 between Belvedere and Crossness on Jan 15th. 

Beddington SF, up to seven present in summer. Epsom Common, one pair bred ~ 
on the Great Pond hatching four young. 
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Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 


A very common and widespread breeding species with numbers boosted in winter 
by continental immigrants. The numbers reported to the Society certainly do not 
represent a full picture of the status of the species. Highest county counts, other 
counts in excess of 300 and large breeding concentrations are given below. 


King George V Res, monthly max: 313 in January, 333 in February, 270 in 
March, 342 in September, 266 in October, 324 in November and 259 in 
December. Rainham Marsh, 12 pairs bred. 

Amwell GP, 13 broods seen; 318 on Jan 17th, 407 on Nov 7th and 368 on Dec 
19th. Grand Union Canal/River Gade between Watford and King’s Langley, 33 
territories - an increase from 16 since 1990. Panshanger Park, 615 on Nov 18th 
and 530 on Dec 23rd some of which were released for shooting. Rye Meads, 20 
broods consisting of 117 young seen. Stocker’s Lake, ten to 20 broods. 
Alexandra Park, minimum of 13 broods. Hampstead Heath, minimum of 15 
broods. King George VI Res, 303 on Oct 10th. Ruislip Lido, 250+ on October 
2nd. Inner London: Regent’s Park, bred widely but high predation of chicks by 
gulls. St James’s Park, at least 24 broods seen; maximum for the year was 189 
in February. 

Wraysbury GP, maximum count for the year was 155 on Dec 19th. 

Dartford Marsh, maximum count for the year was 235 on Nov 21st. 

Lonsdale Road Res, 14 pairs hatched 86 young with 32 surviving to maturity. 
River Thames between Kew and Richmond, 388 on Feb 14th. 


Pintail : Anas acuta 


The fortunes of this formerly regular winter visitor to the London Area go from 
bad to worse. Only two double figure flocks were seen (both flyovers) and most 
records involved small numbers on reservoirs and gravel pits. Former winter 
strongholds on the Lower Thames seem to have been almost completely deserted. 
All records are given or summarised. 


Hall Marsh Scrape, singles on Mar 7th, 22nd and 29th. King George V Res, 
three on Jan 2nd and Feb Sth and two on Nov 3rd. Netherhall GP, one from Jan 
1st to 5th and one on Dec 11th. Rainham Marsh, one,on Jan 9th and five on Feb 
27th. Walthamstow Res, one on Oct 24th. Wm Girling Res, two on Feb 14th. 
Amwell GP, one on Jan 2nd and 3rd and from Feb 18th to Mar 28th joined by a 
second from Feb 27th to Mar 7th, one on Nov 7th, another from Nov 17th to Dec 
5th and another on Dec 25th. Cheshunt GP, singles on Mar 14th and Nov 27th. 
Rye Meads, 21 flew N on Oct 23rd. Stocker’s Lake, one on Feb 14th, 15th and 
17th and on Nov 2nd and 3rd. 

Bow’s Lock, River Lea, two from Jan 4th to 11th and one on Jan 24th. Broadwater 
GP, one on Feb 20th and another on Mar 9th. Kempton Park Res, one on Mar 
11th. Highway Farm, Harefield, one on Feb 21st and 22nd. Ponder’s End Lake, 
two from Feb 14th to 17th and two on Feb 27th. Rammey Marsh, one on Mar 
8th. Staines Res, six on Mar 13th, one on Aug 26th, one on Nov 5th, two on 
6th, three on 8th, one on 12th, one on 27th and 28th, three on 30th and up to 
four between Dec 4th and 18th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, seven on Oct 
16th may have been wild (JG/). 

Horton GP, one on Nov 21st. Old Slade GP, one from Jan 2nd to 31st. Wraysbury 
GP, one on Jan 30th, one on Sept 19th and two on Sept 25th. : 
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Dartford Marsh, 37 flew E on Oct 14th and one on Dec 31st (on the Essex side). 
Sevenoaks Reserve, three on Jan 3rd and one on Feb 9th. Thamesmead, one on 
Jan 4th. 

Barn Elms Res, eight on Jan 30th and one from Feb 14th to 18th. Beddington 
SF, singles on Jan 1st, June 26th and Nov 20th, three on Oct 29th and two on 
Dec 12th. Buckland SP, one on Dec 1st. Holmethorpe SP, one on Feb 15th. 
Island Barn Res, one on Nov 21st. Walton Res, one from Jan 1st to May 14th. 


1990 Additional Record 
King George V Res, three on Jan 18th. 


1989 Additional Records 
Perry Oaks SF, two on Jan 28th, three on Sept 15th and one on Nov 9th. 


Garganey Anas querquedula 


A total of about 24 records of this scarce migrant and very occasional breeder 
was logged during the year. Spring passage was very thin and, apart from the 
isolated Barn Elms record; rather late. The pair at Beddington SF were seen to 
mate but there was no further evidence of breeding. Also intriguing was the 
record of nine juveniles at Rye Meads in late July - how far had they come? As 
is normal, autumn passage was very extended with the first record on July 8th 
and the last on Oct 10th. 





Berwick Ponds, an eclipse male on July 29th (MKD) and singles on Sept 4th 
and 26th (SRP) and Oct 10th (MKD). Dagenham Chase, a pair on May 30th 
(KB, SSy, PSt et al). Fairlop Water, one on July 18th (AAB). Hall Marsh Scrape, 
a male on May 2nd (TJH). Rainham Marsh, a male on May 28th (MKD, WV). 


H Amwell GP, a pair on June 23rd (GJW,) and a juvenile female from Sept 23rd to 


Oct 16th (BR et al). Maple Lodge NR, a male on May 25th (PLs). Rye 
Meads, nine juveniles on July 25th and singles on Aug 20th, 27th and 28th and 
Sept 3rd (RMRG et ai). 

Brent Res, two males on May 23rd (LAB et al). Kempton Park Res, one on Sept 
4th (CL). King George VI Res, one on Sept 19th (PN). Perry Oaks SF, a male on 
May 21st (CL). Staines Moor, two on May 18th (DJMs, PN). 1 
Barn Elms Res, a male from Mar 26th to Apr 10th (BPA et al). Beddington SF, 
a female first seen on Apr 9th and a pair regularly to June 2nd and an eclipse 
male from July 8th to Aug Sth (BBR). : 
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1989 Additional Record 
Perry Oaks SF, one on Sept 15th (IL). 


Shoveler Anas clypeata 


Five pairs were proved to breed - an average showing for recent years. This is 
one of the first autumn migrants to move through the London Area, so it is likely 
that many of the other June records involved early returning migrants. As in 
1992, numbers in both winter periods were rather uninspiring and it was noted 
as scarcer than usual at several localities. As usual, autumn passage produced 
the highest counts for the year. Details of breeding and summering birds, peak 
monthly counts from all locations were 100 or more were recorded sometime 
during the year in tabular form, the remaining highest county counts and notable 
Inner London records are all given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr) Sep Oct Nov Dec 


King George V Res 26 24 90 - 215 93 115 90 
Walthamstow Res 31 36 46 - 146 63 35 - 
AmwellGP 70 43 26 8 115 70 153 50 
Stocker’s Lake 155 205 101 BOs il 17 51 51 
Kempton Park Res 101 ail 33 - 28 14 67 74 
King George VI Res 149 60 201 10 153 225 111 83 
Queen Mary Res - eae - - 340 - - - 
Wraysbury GP 31 35 - - 6 20 158 149 
Walton Res 88 We: 60 2 94 85 188 95 


Belhus Woods CP, one pair summered. Berwick Ponds, two pairs in summer 


- and one brood seen. Dagenham Chase, at least two males summered. Fishers 


Green, 80 on Feb 3rd. Hall Marsh Scrape, three pairs bred - one brood size of 11 
reported. Rainham Marsh, one pair summered. Walthamstow Res, two males in 
summer. 

Amwell GP, one pair bred. Maple Lodge NR, 12 on June 13th. Rye Meads, up 
to two in June; 75 on Nov 14th. Stocker’s Lake, a pair in May and up to four in 
June. 

Brent Res, several summered but no proof of breeding. Kempton Park Res, 13 
on June 19th. Perry Oaks SF, up to 13 in June. Rammey Marsh, up to two in 
June. Ruislip Lido, two pairs on June 8th. Wraysbury Res, 86 on Feb 14th. 
Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, up to 40 in January and 25 in 
March; no other counts exceeding 15. Regent’s Park, disappointingly low 
numbers with a maximum for the year of 11 in December. 

Erith Marshes, maximum of 35 in January. Sevenoaks Reserve, one on June 
Ath. : 

Barn Elms Res, two on June 21st; 98 on Feb 14th. 


1992 Additional Record 
Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, monthly maxima of 58 in October 
and November. 


Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 
All records are given and the usual comments about origin apply! 


King George V Res, an immature male on Oct 12th (JR AMn). 

Amwell GP, the male remaining from 1992 was last seen on Feb 2nd (mo). 
Cheshunt GP, a female on Oct 3rd (NAB,GML). Stocker’s Lake, a female from 
Sept 19th to Nov 20th (RRD etal). 
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Broadwater GP, one immature female intermittently from Nov 5th to Dec 18th 
(IGJ, CL et al). Stocker’s West GP, one female from Dec 12th to 31st (AVM) - 
the same as the Stocker’s Lake bird. Stoke Newington Res, up to six escaped 
birds throughout the year (mo). Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, 
11 on Mar 14th. 

Wraysbury GP, a female on Sept 25th (RRG). 

Thamesmere Lakes, one on Oct 4th (NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, a pair on June 10th (NPS), two males on Aug 21st, a pair on 
Aug 27th (BPA) and a female on Sept 17th (MRH). Gatton Lake, a female on 
June 12th (DAC). Holmethorpe SP, a pair on Apr 10th, a female from Apr 11th 
to May 7th, a male on May 9th and a female from July 22nd to Aug 10th 
(SWG, JKCG, PEJ et al). Walton Res, a male on Aug 24th (PSs, MSs). 


Pochard Aythya ferina 


The total number of broods seen/summering pairs of this nationally rare breeding 
species has been stable in the past few years and about 65 pairs/broods were 
recorded in 1993. The breeding concentrations in the Royal Parks and the Berwick 
Ponds/Rainham GP area must be nationally significant for the species. Once 
again, several observers commented on low survival rates of broods and cited 
predation by pike as the problem. 


There were no large moulting flocks in late summer/early autumn and as with 
several other wildfowl species, wintering numbers at either end of the year were 
very low. Details of breeding and summering birds, peak monthly counts from 
all localities which held more than 150 birds during the year in tabular form, the 
remaining highest counts in each county and notable Inner London records are 
given below. 


Jan Feb . Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


King George V Res 198 120 58 - 85 62 157 181 
Walthamstow Res 265 115 . 135 - 105 110 130 
Stocker’s Lake 156 51 15 . 40 200 116 110 
Broadwater GP 222 83 176 - 200 - 100 166 
Wraysbury GP 216 176 24 - 120 124 94 126 
Walton Res 94 13 10 sd Te 37 187 179 238 


Berwick Ponds, eight pairs summered; three broods seen. Dagenham Chase, 
three males summered. Netherhall GP, 150 on Jan 1st. Paynes Lane GP, one pair 
bred producing a brood of six. Rainham GP, six pairs summered; four or five 
broods seen. Rainham Marsh, one pair in early summer. 

Amwell GP, one brood seen; 110 on Jan 31st. Maple Lodge NR, two or three 
broods seen. Rye Meads, one brood of four seen. Stocker’s Lake, five or six 
broods; none survived longer than two weeks. 

Alexandra Park, three broods seen. Bedfont Lakes, one pair bred. Brent Res, 
three broods seen. Enfield Town Park, one pair bred. Finsbury Park, two pairs in 
summer. Shepperton GP, one brood of two seen. Tottenham Cemetery, one pair 
raised one young. Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, maximum 
for the year of 20 on Mar 9th. Regent’s Park, ten pairs bred; maximum for the 
year of 135 on Jan 7th. St James’s Park, at least ten broods seen; 56 in March. 
Old Slade GP, 100 on Sept 18th. 

Littlebrook GP, 77 on Feb 22nd. 

Barn Elms Res, 119 on Feb 14th. Lonsdale Road Res, one brood of six seen. 
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Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 


Stocker’s Lake, a male found at 17.45 hrs on May 14th was last seen on May 
17th (RRD et al). 
Broadwater GP, the bird from Stocker’s Lake was seen here on May 15th (GJW). 


The eighth record of this North American duck for the London Area; accepted 
by the BBRC. The bird was never seen at Stocker’s Lake in the mornings so it 
was presumably present on nearby waters at these times. 


Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca 


Cheshunt GP, an adult on North Metropolitan Pit from Nov 30th to Dec 31st 
(AR et al) - see photograph opposite page 33. 


Although unringed, this bird became very approachable during the course of its 
stay and is best regarded as an escape. 


Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 


A twenty per cent decline in the number of broods reported despite a small rise 
in the number of sites reporting breeding success, represents a poor breeding 
season. This was most apparent in Essex and Herts whilst a splendid effort by 
one observer in Bucks has finally ensured that we have an accurate reflection of 
breeding success in that sector. 


E H M IL B K S Total 

1992 - Broods 62 119 20 25 3 9 8 246 
- Sites 15 11 9 2 2 5 7 49 

1993 - Broods 39 75 29 20 11 13 15 202 
- Sites 11 10 8 2 5 4 11 D1 


Large moulting flocks once again built up at the Lea Valley reservoirs and at 
Staines in late summer/early autumn. Winter numbers were more encouraging 
than in 1992 with four figure flocks at either end of the year at King George V 
Res, where indeed numbers were impressive throughout. Peak monthly counts 
from all localities that held 500 or more birds sometime during the year in tabular 
form, the remaining highest counts in each county, large breeding concentrations 
and notable Inner London records are all given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


King George V Res 1024 820 734 716 1201 992 897 1048 
Walthamstow Res ~ 631 491 A26u PASI, 643 555 763 778 
Wm Girling Res - - : 574 - = . - 
Broadwater GP 598 383 - - 500 - 400 344 
Staines Res 192 275 180 1143 208 130 185 73 
Wraysbury GP 585 502 363 : 704 394 459 841 
Netherhall GP, 420 on Jan 1st. 

Amwell GP, 14 broods seen. Rye Meads, 24 broods totalling 131 young; 348 on 
Sept 18th. Stocker’s Lake, at least nine broods. 

Alexandra Park, 11 broods seen. King George VI Res, 408 on Sept 19th. Inner 


London: Regent’s Park, eight pairs bred; 162 on Jan 7th. St James’s Park, at 
least 12 broods seen; 153 in March. 

Tilehouse GP, 122 on Mar 20th. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, 267 on Dec 18th. Thamesmead, 262 in January and 269 in 
December. 

Thorpe Park, 437 on Oct 17th. Inner London: Surrey Docks, 75 on Feb 5th. 
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Scaup Aythya marila 


Fairlop Water, the female from 1992 remained until Mar 2nd (AAB). King George 
V Res, an immature male on Oct 25th was the same as at Girling Res (PJV), an 
adult male on Nov 1st and a female on Nov 15th (RMC). Rainham Marsh, 
single females on Jan 16th and Feb 13th (MKD, SRP). Wm Girling Res, an 
immature male on Oct 28th (PJV), a male on Nov 1st (JF) and a female on Nov 
21st (ACy) - all three birds likely the same as at King George V Res. 

Amwell GP, a male on Jan 19th (GJW) and a female on Nov 21st (BR). Maple 
Lodge NR, an adult female from Nov 5th to 21st (PLs et al). Stocker’s Lake, an 
immature male on Mar 6th (RRD, AVM, SJC), an adult female on June 21st and 
a female on Dec 4th (RRD). | 

Brent Res, a female on Jan 9th and 10th (RBd, ASMS) and single female/ 
immatures on Aug 2nd (ASMS), Sept Sth and 6th (JPC, WGn) and Sept 26th 
(ASMS et al). 

Thamesmere Lakes, an adult male on Mar 8th and a first-winter male on Dec 
24th (NRW). 

Holmethorpe SP, three first-winters (one male, 2 females) from 07.10 to 07.40 
hrs on Nov 6th (GWJH, PK). Island Barn Res, a male on Nov 21st (ML). 


A total of about nineteen new records during the year is a normal showing given 
the lack of hard weather and any obvious influxes. All were single birds except 
the short staying migrant party of three at Holmethorpe in early November. 


Eider Somateria mollisima 


King George V Res, an immature male on Nov 2nd (RMC et ai). 
Holmethorpe SP, a female on Oct 31st (JKCG, GWJH, PK). Isleworth Ait, an 
adult female on the Thames on Nov 10th (LM). 


These three records occurred during an extraordinary influx of the species to 
inland waters which was most notable in the Midlands. The number of London 
Area records of this coastal duck now stands at 33. . 


Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 


Nazeing GP, the female present at Cheshunt GP (H) in late 1992 was seen here 
on Jan 3rd and 4th (SCr et al) and a different female present from Jan 5th to 7th 
(ADW et al). 

Tilehouse GP, a female from Jan 10th to May 3rd and from Nov 2nd to 14th 
(PLs, AVM et al) - the same bird as at Broadwater GP. 

Broadwater GP, the bird from Tilehouse GP was seen here on several dates in 
March and May and late in the year seemed to prefer this site being seen 
intermittently from Oct 31st to year end (mo). 

Barn Elms Res, a female from Nov 6th to Dec 23rd (NL, TJL et al). 


Assuming the Colne Valley records at either end of the year to involve the same 
bird, four birds (all females) were seen in the Area in 1993 one of which remained 
from 1992. It seems highly likely that the Colne Valley bird has now appeared ~ 
in each winter since first being found at at Broadwater GP in October 1991 - an 
unprecedented three year series for the London Area. 
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Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 


King George V Res, one male on Apr 25th (SCr), 25 males on June 8th 
(SCr, ACy, PJV), a female from July 20th to 24th, a male on Aug 28th, seven on 
Oct 25th, (PJV et al) and one on Nov 11th (SH). Netherhall GP, one male on 
June 2nd (AH). Wm Girling Res, ten males on Apr 25th (SCr PJV) and 11 on 
Nov 22nd (SCr). 

Rye Meads, a male on July 17th (GJW). 

King George VI Res, a male on Nov 13th (AVM, PN). Queen Mary Res, a male 
on Aug 3rd (DJMs). Staines Res, 27 on Oct 30th (DJMs). 

Barn Elms Res, a female on July 30th and 31st (RP et al). Holmethorpe SP, ten 
(9 males) on Apr 25th (GWJH, PK). Island Barn Res, a male on Apr 10th (ML). 


After bumper years in 1991 and 1992 for this regular but always scarce migrant 
and winter visitor, a more normal showing in 1993 with 16 records. However, a 
number of good sized flocks were involved and the 16 records involved a total of 
100 birds. The calendar spread of records was much more limited than in recent 
years with no winter occurrences at all. 


Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 


Beddington SF, a first-winter from Oct 11th to 16th (NP et al). Holmethorpe SP, 
a male on Nov 2nd (JKCG, GWJH, PK). 


After a blank year in 1992, a similar showing to 1991 with a meouple of migrants 
on typical autumn dates. 


Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 


Counts of 15 or more came from a total of 11 sites compared to ten in 1992 and 
13 in 1991. The aggregate peak counts were well up on 1992 levels in the early 
winter periods but somewhat similar late in the year. As usual, Staines Res held 
the largest number of birds with the late winter peak again being very impressive. 
Peak monthly counts from principal localities (where more than fifteen were 
reported at sometime during the year) are given below in tabular form. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 


King George V Res 40 67 56 20 15 44 24 
Wm Girling Res - - - - - 21 
Cheshunt GP 10 8 12 - - 4 20 
Stocker’s Lake 15 23 7D 2 2 9 9 
Broadwater GP 22 9 9 10 3 2 
King George VI Res 18 25 17 3 48 18 
Shepperton GP 15 23 10 - - 10 17 
Staines Res 84 127 126 16 30 45 
Wraysbury Res 49 29 17, - - 10 
Wraysbury GP 23 26 24 5) i 10 
Walton Res 20 34 26 29 7 14 26 
Totals 287 326 304 85 112 187 168 


The only summer record was of a female at Hilfield Park Res on June 26th. 
There was one Inner London record: a male in Kensington Gardens on Jan 7th 
(RFS). 
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Smew Mergus albellus 


Records from the main localities where the species is present reasonably 
constantly throughout winter are summarised in the following table which gives 
peak monthly counts. This is followed by all records from other sites given under 
their respective counties. Records for Wraysbury/Horton GPs are given together 
as there is much interchange between these two sites. 


Jan Feb Mar Nov Dec 
Fishers Green 6 
Netherhall GP 3 
Amwell GP 3 
Stocker’s Lake 3 
Tilehouse GP 4 
Wraysbury GP/Horton GP 16 3 


3 
2 
1 
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Numbers were low at either end of the year which is hardly surprising given the 
lack of hard weather in Britain and on the near continent. There was a brief 
isolated influx in mid-February which coincided with a spell of snow and this 
produced the large count at Wraysbury/Horton as well as producing a few 
scattered birds on nearby reservoirs. This influx was strangely isolated though 
with no increase in numbers away from south-west London. The last birds 
recorded early in the year were two at Wraysbury GP on Mar 18th and the first 
returning bird was very early indeed, probably the earliest ever in the London 
Area, with a redhead at Brent Res on Oct 23rd and 24th. 


Fairlop Water, three on Jan 3rd. Walthamstow Res, one on Jan 4th, two on Dec 
19th and up to four from Dec 27th to 29th. 

Bowyers GP, one from Jan 8th to 20th. Cheshunt GP, singles on Jan 1st and Nov 
27th. Hilfield Park Res, one on Nov 6th. Rye Meads, one on Nov 7th. 

Brent Res, one on Oct 23rd and 24th. Broadwater GP, one or two present from 
Jan 1st to 24th. Denham Court GP, two on Jan 14th. King George VI Res, one 
on Feb 13th. Rammey Marsh, four on Nov 27th. Staines Res, two on Feb 13th. 
Wraysbury Res, two on Jan 17th and five on Feb 14th. 

Littlebrook GP, one on Jan 2nd and 3rd. Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Jan 3rd. 
Field Common GP, one on Nov 29th. Thorpe Park, one on Jan 4th. 


Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 


About eight records involving 13 birds is a below average showing for recent 
years but still above the long term norm. It should be remembered that this 
sawbill used to be rather rare in the London Area. None appeared during the 
isolated influx of Smew in mid-February. All records are given and relate to 
females/immatures unless otherwise indicated. 
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Dagenham Corridor, a pair flew NW on Mar 3rd (KB). King George V Res, 
four (2 males) on Nov 29th (SCr, PJV). Rainham Marsh, a pair on Feb 6th (MKD). 
Walthamstow Res, singles on Jan 4th (SCr) and Jan 9th (AAB). Wm Girling 
Res, one on Nov ist (RMC, JF). 

Staines Res, one on Dec 1st (RMC), a pair on Dec 5th (AVM, PN) and then one 
or two until Dec 19th (mo). 


Goosander Mergus merganser 


Winter numbers were slightly better than in 1992 but still rather low as would 
be expected given the lack of hard weather. Ten sites reported counts of more 
than 15 compared to eight in 1992 and 12 sites in 1991. There has been a 
noticeable shift in this species’ habits in recent years with birds adopting sites 
where it was previously very scarce (Grovelands Park for example) and also 
turning up at small waters, especially in north London. This may be accounted 
for by deteriorating feeding conditions and increased disturbance at the 
traditionally favoured large reservoirs in the Lea Valley and west London. Peak 
monthly counts from principal localities (those where more than 15 were reported 
at some time during the year) are given in tabular form below and other 
particularly notable records, including an Inner London occurrence, are given in 
the text. The summering bird at Wraysbury GP was extremely unusual but not 
unprecedented - e.g. a pair summered at Staines Res in 1971. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 


Fishers Green 14 16 WW - - 6 15 
King George V Res 30 31 39 Z - 23 20 
Wm Girling Res ai 29 - - - - 25 
Grovelands Park 12 34 2 1 - 9 43 
King George VI Res 20 20 33 - - 2 5 
Staines Res 10 6 D) - 3 16 21 
Wraysbury Res 25 24 14 - - 17 32 
Horton GP - - - - Ei co weeeSyT, - 
Walton Res 15 12 16 - - D 10 


Nazeing GP, ten on Feb 7th. Rainham Marsh, four records from the River Thames 
here where it is unusual, included four flying downriver on Jan 9th. 


M *Queen Mary GP, ten on Jan 29th. Rammey Marsh, 15 on Nov 27th. Inner London: 
~ Regent’s Park, a pair flew over the lake on Oct 12th (ARD). 
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Thorney GP, 11 on Mar 9th. Wraysbury GP, a pair was present on May 1st and 
a single female summered - a highly unusual occurrence. 

Danson Park, three on Dec 28th. 

Queen Elizabeth II Res, 11 on Mar 14th. 


Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 


A minimum total of twelve broods was recorded, almost certainly the best 
showing ever for this species in the London Area. Ruddy Ducks can be incredibly 
inconspicuous during the breeding season so this should be regarded very much 
aS a minimum total. The well publicised and controversial increase of this feral 
Species continue to be reflected in the London Area both in wintering and breeding 
numbers. Staines Res and Hilfield Park Res again produced some large winter 
counts. Details of breeding and summering birds, peak monthly counts from the 
principal localities (those where more than 15 were reported at some time during 
the year) in tabular form and Inner London records are given below. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov’ Dec 


Hilfield Park Res 125) ANG ee 1S - 12 36 49 80 115 
Broadwater GP 12 12, 13 2 - - - 31 75 
Staines Res 141 81 80 22 1 - 4: SiMe 


Berwick Ponds, a displaying pair in early May. Fishers Green, one pair bred 
producing a brood of two. 

Amwell GP, a pair on many dates in May the male remaining to June Sth. 
Cheshunt GP, one pair bred producing brood of seven on Hooks Marsh GP. 
Hilfield Park Res, displaying birds throughout summer. Maple Lodge NR, one 
pair bred producing brood of seven. Stocker’s Lake, one pair bred. 

Bedfont Lakes, three pairs plus a brood of eight on July 11th. Brent Res, six or 
seven pairs summered and a minimum of three broods seen. The Causeway NR, 
three birds summered and very likely bred. Kempton Park Res, three pairs 
producing broods of 11, eight and five. Inner London: Regent’s Park, two on 
Feb 2nd, one on Mar 16th and four from Sept 6th to year-end. St James’s Park, 
up to three seen during the year. 

Walton Res, one pair bred producing a brood of three. 


Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 
Staines Moor, one flew S at 10.15 hrs being mobbed by corvids on Oct 10th (PN) 


The 23rd record for London, and the third in October. This follows on from an 
absence in 1992, after the record four in 1991, which was also equalled in 1981. 


Red Kite Milvus milvus 


Cobbins Brook/Epping Upland area, a wing-tagged bird from Jan 3rd to Jan 
20th at least (PCA, EEM et al). Weald Park, one on Mar 24th (GCég JC?). 


The January record relates to the wing-tagged individual which had been 
seen earlier at Abberton Res, Essex. The bird in March showed no signs of 
having wing-tags and fits in with typical dates of passage wild birds which 
appear to becoming established through the London area in March and April, 
with 20 of the previous 32 records falling within this period. Records of this 
Species are not yet annual as shown by its absence in 1991 and 1989. 


Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 


King George V Res, an immature flew S (and over Wm Girling Res) on Aug 24th 
and a female/immature on Oct 14th (PJV). Rainham Marsh, a female/immature 
on Aug 28th (WV). 

Amwell GP, a female/immature, flew SE at 10.45 hrs on Oct 10th (BR). Bowyer’s 
GP, a female/immature flew ENE at 15.00 hrs on Oct 12th (BW). 

Beddington SF, a female between 16.10 and 16.30 hrs on May 7th (BBR), a 
female/immature between 07.15 and 07.30 hrs on Aug 31st (AP) and a female/ 
immature flew NW at 11.05 hrs on Sept 7th (SJB, NP, JWe). Walton Res, a female 
on Aug 16th (ML). 


1992 Additional Record 
Broadwater GP, a female on Sept 6th (GAR). 


Another good year with nine records. As has been the trend in recent years, — 
autumn records were dominant with all records bar one falling into this period. 
The east of London continues to hold on to the dominance of records, but 
Beddington SF has now had records every year since 1990. 
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Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 


Dagenham Chase, a ringtail flew E on Apr 1st (KB). Rainham Marsh, a ringtail 
on Apr 30th (WV). 

Horton Kirby, a ringtail on Apr 21st (BEW). 

Another poor year with only three records, and although one was seen at their 
previous favoured winter stronghold of Rainham Marsh, none was seen in the 
winter periods at any site. With records of most species of raptor appearing to 
increase, the Hen Harrier is moving very much against the trend, providing 
more evidence (if it were needed) of the need for action to stop the appalling 
habitat loss and disturbance along the Thames. 


Harrier sp 
Belhus Woods CP, a ringtail, probably a Hen Harrier on Apr 25th (GRE). 
Dagenham Chase, a ringtail on Sept 4th (KB, LHn). 


Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 


Holmethorpe SP, a displaying male over Nutfield Ridge before heading E towards 
Bletchingley on Jan 31st (SWG, GWJH) 


The London total now stands at 14, with records in all months except February, 
May and December. 
Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 


Breeding status is shown in the table below, with all other records summarised 
under the county headings. Inner London records are given in full. 


_ Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 
breeding breeding present Totals 
Essex 23 17 1 41 
Herts 10)" 11 10 31 
Middx 12 2 3 17 
Bucks , - 3 3 6 
Kent 4 5) 8 17 
Surrey 3 3 iS 21 
52 41 40 133 


The number of pairs proved breeding increased to 52, from last year’s 
40 and the overall total of 133 pairs is the best ever exceeding the 108 
achieved in 1990. The increase in pairs proved breeding in Essex continues 
increasing from 14 in 1992. Again the Surrey total at three remains very low and is 
a massive under-recording evidenced clearly by the 43 pairs reported in this sector 
in 1991. The species is becoming very regular in Inner London with breeding 
confirmed from two sites - the first such occurrences for over 40 years. 


A total of 23 pairs bred with reports from 38 sites. 

Ten pairs bred with reports from 63 sites. 

Twelve pairs bred with reports from 30 sites. Inner London: Alderney Street 
SW1, one on June 28th. Bishopsgate EC2, one on Sept 17th. Camden Town 
NW1, pair soaring on Apr 15th. Camley Street Natural Park, one on June 19th. 
Charing Cross Station, one on Oct 6th. Churchill Gardens SW1, one on Dec 
4th. Euston Road NW1, singles on July 30th, Sept 9th and Oct 1st. Fulham 
Football Ground, one on Dec 27th. Greville Place NW6, one on Mar 7th. Holland 
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Park, one pair bred. Hyde Park, one seen in October. Kensington Gardens, two 
on May 18th and July 7th. Lupus Street SW1, one on Sept 30th. National 
Westminster Tower, one on Apr 21st. Regent’s Park, bred and present throughout 
the year. St James’s Park, singles on Jan 19th, July 2nd and Aug 16th. Sussex 
Street SW1, a male on July 8th. Tachbrook Street SW1, one on Aug 16th. 
Wilton Road SW1, one on June 29th. 

None proved breeding, but it is very likely that three pairs bred. Reports from 12 
sites. 

Four pairs bred with reports from 31 sites 

Three pairs bred with reports from 53 sites. Inner London: Archbishop’s Park, 
one on Mar 4th. Battersea Park, one seen during January/February and September/ 
October. Lambeth Palace, singles on Nov 29th and Dec 17th. Oval SE11, one 
on Sept 18th. 


Buzzard Buteo buteo 
See also Appendix I. 


Fishers Green, one circled and then flew N on Apr 27th and it or another flew N 
on Apr 29th (TJH). Weald Park, one on Apr 24th (SBn). 

Amwell GP, one on Sept 22nd (RPr) and another flew E on Oct 17th (GJW). 
Brookmans Park, one on Sept 15th (PWr). Chiswell Green, one on Nov 9th 
(GGW). Hilfield Park Res, one Sept 5th (GSE). Prae Wood, two on Sept 23rd, 
one on Oct 3rd and two again on Oct 8th (GJW). St Albans, one flew over Grebe 
House on June 1st (GJW). Symondshyde, one on Apr 28th (GJW). Waterend, 
one on Sept 15th (PWr). 

Alexandra Park, one flew NW being mobbed by crows on Feb 27th (GN). Inner 
London: Regent’s Park, one soaring high to the SW at 13.45hrs on Aug 29th 
(ARD). 

Beddington SF, one arrived from the NW on Sept 14th (PA, NP). Woldingham, 
North Downs, one on Dec 3rd (BJT). 


Fifteen or 16 records is the highest annual total ever recorded in the Area, 
exceeding the 14 reported in 1991. This species will hopefully continue to be 
become more regular in the London Area, with increases being recorded in East 
Anglia and in the Chilterns. Essex for example recorded an unusually high number 
of birds during 1992. Observers are urged to use caution when positively identifying 
the species and to submit full notes along with the record. By no means all of the 
large buteos seen in London are Buzzards with a number of Nearctic species for 
example kept by falconers. 


Buzzard sp 


Hampstead Heath, one which flew SE on Oct 20th was probably a Buzzard 
(WEO). 


Osprey Pandion haliaetus 


Brentwood, one flew N over the M25 on Mar 31st (HSJ). Hall Marsh, one flew 
N on Apr 3rd, presumed the same individual as seen at Middx Filter Beds earlier — 
(SH). Wanstead Park, one flew over Hollow Ponds on Sept 12th (PFr). Wm 
Girling Res, one Sept 16th (PJV). 

Hilfield Park Res, an immature flew SE on Oct Sth (PAW). 
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Bayhurst Wood, one flew N at 19.30 hrs on Apr 20th (CJH). Bell Wharf, 
Harefield, one flew WSW low at street height at 17.30 hrs on May 18th (IGJ). 
Middx Filter Beds, one flew N on Apr 3rd, was the one presumably seen at Hall 
Marsh (E) later the same day (SW). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Sept 18th (DJMs). 


Nine records is the highest ever annual total exceeding the eight in 1976. Records 
were split between five in spring and four in autumn. 
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 


Breeding status is shown in the table below, with all other records summarised 
under the county headings and Inner London breeding records given in full. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 
breeding breeding present Totals 
Essex 36 . 9, 3 48 
Herts 10 3 5 18 
Middx 24 3 6 33 
Bucks 5) - 2 7 
Kent 5) 3 9 17 
Surrey 11 3 1 15 
91 21 26 138 


Another good breeding season, with an increase in pairs proved breeding to 91 
from 71 in 1992 and a total of 138 pairs reported. To put this into some historical 
perspective, in 1969 these figures were 98 and 142 pairs respectively. It seems 
likely that the species has in fact increased strongly in recent years and that the 
very variable annual totals reported to the Society reflect inconsistent observer 
coverage. 


Thirty six pairs bred, with a maximum of six pairs breeding at Rainham Marsh 
where 17 were counted on July 30th. Reports came from a total of 27 sites. 

Ten pairs bred, with reports from 21 sites during the year. 

Twenty four pairs bred. Inner London: Broadgate EC3, two pairs bred. Catherine 
House EC2, a juvenile seen July 13th. Hammersmith Road W14, present in 
breeding season. Kensington Gardens, one on June 2nd. Regent’s Park, three 
pairs bred. Spitalfields E1, one pair bred. Wenlock Basin N1, one pair bred. 
Westminster/Whitehall SW1, present regularly in the breeding season. 

Five pairs bred, with reports from 13 sites during the year. 

Five pairs bred, with reports from 24 sites 

Eleven pairs bred. Beddington SF, an extraordinary total of 36 on Aug 8th. Reports 
from a total of 15 sites during the year. Inner London: Bankside PS, pair on May 
17th. 


Merlin Falco columbarius 


Aveley, one on Nov 16th and 23rd (GRE). Dagenham Chase, a male on Feb 
12th (KB, PS?) and a female on May 10th (KB,LHn). Hornchurch CP, a female 
on Jan 16th (MKD, SRP). Netherhall GP, a female/immature on Sept 26th (AH). 
Rainham Marsh, a female on Jan 9th (MKD) and one on Nov 5th (BO’D, WV) 
and 21st (MKD). 

Stanborough Reedmarsh, a male on Feb 1st (GJW). Watford, one on Dec 6th (JTy). 
Lower Feltham, one on Jan 20th (RRG). 

Iver Heath, a female on Sept 27th (DKL). Wraysbury GP, a male on Oct 16th 
(CL). | 
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Kew Gardens, one on Mar 11th (RBH). 


1989 Additional Record 
Perry Oaks SF, a male on Jan 6th (IL). 


About thirteen records is a good showing for this species, albeit somewhat short 
of the record 18 occurrences in 1991. As usual, Essex accounted for the lions’s 
share. The additional record for 1989 takes that year’s total to ten. 


Hobby Falco subbuteo 


Breeding status is shown in the table below, with all other records summarised 
under the county headings and Inner London records given in full. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 
breeding breeding present Totals 
Essex 5) 5 3 13 
Herts ps if 5 8 
Middx - 1 5 6 
Bucks “i - - 1 
Kent 1 - - 1 
Surrey 1S 3 1 5 
10 10 14 34 


The number of pairs proved breeding decreased from last years total of 14 pairs, 
but overall the total of 34 pairs present is an increase from last years 23, continuing 
the improvement in this species’ fortunes in the London Area. Disappointingly, 
none bred in the Middlesex sector (one in 1992), whereas in both Bucks and 
Kent one pair bred (none in either sector in 1992). The first record of the year 
was a very early bird at Fishers Green on Apr 7th and the last was at Dagenham 
Chase on Oct 16th. 


Five pairs bred with at least five young raised. Reported from 31 sites. 

Two pairs bred with at least two young raised. Reported from 30 sites. 

No definite breeding reports, but one pair possibly bred. Reported from 41 sites. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on July 16th and 20th. 

One pair bred raising two young. Reported from five sites. 

One pair bred raising one young. Reported from 17 sites. 

One pair bred raising two young. Reported from 22 sites. Inner London: Battersea 
Park, one on Sept 13th. 


Peregrine Falco peregrinus 


Aveley, one on Oct 14th (GRE). Dagenham Chase, one on Oct 22nd (KB). 
Hoddesdon, a female flew S low over the street at 10.00 hrs on Sept 10th (MHs). 
Dartford Marsh, one feeding on pigeons on Mar Ist (PJT) and one flew up-river 
at 16.00 hrs on Nov 20th (BEW). Littlebrook PS, one on Oct Ist (DDa). 
Swanscombe Marsh, a juvenile on Aug 8th (PBr). 

Barn Elms Res, one flew in from NW before heading off W at 14.30 hrs on Aug 
7th (CL). Beddington SF, a female for 35 minutes on Dec Ist (KIM, NP). Sutton, 
one on Dec 7th (SWG). 


Ten records represents a good year, well above the recent average of four records _ 
per year. It is possible that the Essex records related to the same individual and 
likewise the Surrey records in December. Hopefully the local fortunes of this 
powerful falcon will continue to improve, especially as a pair bred not far outside 
the Area. . 
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0358 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county are shown in 
the table below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
10 2 Z - - 14 
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The decline of this species, if the reports reflect a true picture, is continuing with 
a dramatic drop from last year’s total of 24 pairs and 30 pairs in 1991. Breeding 
season records (number of breeding pairs in brackets) and maximum counts are 
given below. 


E Dagnam Park (1). Fishers Green (1). Hainault (6); maximum of 12 on Feb 17th. 
King George V Res (1). Nazeing GP (1). 

H Bedmond, maximum of 19 on Oct 18th. Chiswell Green (1). Panshanger Park 
(1). Tykeswater Lake, 39 released for a shoot on Oct 27th. Tyttenhanger GP, 
maximum of 15 on Jan 20th. 

M Parkside Farm, Enfield (1). Vicarage Farm, Enfield (1). 

K_ Reported from one site only. 

S_ Singles reported from six sites. 


0367 Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county are shown in 
the table below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
28 12 2 - 2 2 46 


An increase from last years total of 29, being closer to the 1990 total of 39, with 
increases reported from Essex (20 in 1992) and Herts (four in 1992). Perhaps 
the long term decline of this species in the Area has been halted with only small 
stable remnant populations remaining in the outer regions of the London Area. 
Breeding season records (number of breeding pairs in brackets) and maximum 
counts are given below, 


E Barking Bay (2). Berwick Ponds (3). Corbets Tey (5); maximum of 20 on Oct 
28th. Dagenham Chase (1). Fishers Green (1). North Ockenden (3). Orsett Fen 
(6). Rainham Marsh (7); maximum of 21 on July 25th. 

H Bedmond, maximum of 11 on Feb 4th. Bricket Wood (6). Cheshunt Park, 
maximum of 14 on Dec 10th. Noke Farm (2). Panshanger Park (2). Tyttenhanger 
GP (2). 
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Downe Barns Farm (1). Vicarage Farm, Enfield (1). 

Horton, maximum of ten on Jan 14th. 

Chipstead Lake (1). Dartford Marsh (1). Thamesmead, a juvenile on Aug 24th. 
Holmethorpe SP (1). Park Farm CBC (1). 


Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 


All breeding season records (number of pairs in brackets), which can hardly 
reflect the true status of this common resident in the London area, are given below: 


Dagnam Park (2). Rainham Marsh (9). 

Croxley Moor (1). Rye Meads (2). Stocker’s Lake (2). 
Downe Barns Farm (1). Hampstead Heath (2). 

Black Park (1). Wraysbury GP (1). 

Reported from eight sites but no breeding records. 
Kew Gardens (1). South Norwood (1). 


Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 


Another mild winter again accounts for the unexceptional numbers present at 
either end of the year, although the 47 recorded in November was a large increase 
from the 27 reported in that month in 1992. The details of birds present each 
month for the first and last four months of the year, are given in tabular form 
below: 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 


Essex 15 4 4 3 4 6 9 
Herts 14 11 11 4 - 9 19 15 
Middx 5 4 4 2 1 5 8 5 
Bucks D a D - 1 2 2 
Kent 4 4 3 1 3 5 4 
Surrey 2 4 2 el 1 7 3 

42 29 26 11 1 23 47 38 


There were no confirmed breeding records this year (two confirmed and two 
possible in 1992) but four pairs were present at one site in the breeding season. 
Details of the breeding season records and peak winter counts at each site are 
given below. The figure in brackets represents the highest counts in each of two 
respective winter periods (January to April and September to December). 


Berwick Ponds (4:3); in the breeding season four pairs were present. Dagenham 
Chase (4:2). Essex Filter Beds (0:2). Fishers Green (4:2). Harold Wood SF (1:1). 
Nazeing GP (1:1). Rainham Marsh (1:1). Thorndon Park (1:0). Walthamstow 
Marsh (0:1). Walthamstow Res (1:1). 

Amwell GP (5:5). Broxbourne GP (0:1). Cassiobury Park (2:0). Cheshunt GP 
(2:3). Croxley Moor (1:1). Hilfield Park Res (1:1). Park Street GP (1:2). Rye 
House Marsh (1:1). Rye Meads (2:7). Scotsbridge Meadows (1:0). Stanborough 
Reed Marsh (1:0). Stocker’s Lake (2:1). 

Alexandra Park (0:1). Brent Res (2:4). Broadwater GP (0:1). Middlesex Filter 
Beds (2:1). Springwell Reed Bed (0:1). Yiewsley GP (1:1). 

Denham, River Colne (1:0). Tilehouse GP (1:0). Wraysbury GP (2:2). 7 
Darenth Cress Beds (0:1). Ebbsfleet Valley (3:0). Foots Cray Meadows (1:1). 
Littlebrook GP (1:1). Ruxley GP (0:3). Sevenoaks Reserve (1:1). Thamesmead 
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Barn Elms Res (2:2). Beddington SF (1:2). Ham Lands (0:1). Hersham, River 
Mole (0:2). Horton CP (1:0). Lonsdale Road Res (1:0). Molesey, River Mole 
(1:1). South Norwood CP (1:0). 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 


Details of large counts, reported breeding records and Inner London records for 
this common resident are given below. 


Berwick Ponds, 150 on Jan 2nd, 110 on Feb 3rd, 60 on Mar 7th, 70 on Aug 29th 
and Oct 24th and 160 on Dec 12th. Dagnam Park, nine pairs bred, one pair 
producing four broods between March and September. Hainault Forest, four 
pairs bred. Ongar, five pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, 24 pairs bred. Walthamstow 
Marsh, 49 in March and 55 in November. Walthamstow Res, 48 on Feb 14th 
and 50 on Nov 21st. 

Amwell GP, 12 pairs bred. Chorleywood Common, two pairs bred. Hilfield 
Park Res, two pairs bred. Maple Lodge NR, 53 on Dec 22nd. Panshanger Park, 
82 on Dec 14th. Rye Meads, 70 on Mar 7th and 43 on Sept 18th. Stocker’s 
Lake, ten pairs bred. 

Alexandra Park, two pairs bred. Bedfont Lakes, three pairs bred. Hampstead 
Heath, five pairs bred. Hampton Court Park, one pair bred. Perry Oaks SF, one 
pair bred. Ravenscourt Park, one pair bred. Inner London: Hyde Park, 12 on 
Jan 7th. Kensington Gardens, bred. Regent’s Park, 12 pairs bred; 20 on Jan 7th. 
St James’s Park, bred; 39 in January and 42 in December. 

Wraysbury GP, 40 on Mar 14th. 

Hither Green Cemetery, one pair bred. Mottingham, one pair bred. Southend 
Pond, one pair bred. | 

Barn Elms Res, one pair bred. Lonsdale Road Res, four pairs bred. Nower 
Wood CBC, three pairs bred. 


* 


Coot Fulica atra 


Details of peak monthly counts outside the breeding season from principal 
localities (those where at least 200 were reported sometime during the year) are 
given below in tabular form, with details of large breeding concentrations and 
all Inner London breeding records summarised under the county headings. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 


Netherhall GP 400 300 300 200 - - - 400 
Walthamstow Res 282 201 150 125 455 388 328 303 
Amwell GP 283 198 - - 230 - 329 330 
Cheshunt GP - - - - - - - 852 
Hilfield Park Res DIS: 147 - - 608 elt) 563 758 
Rye Meads 163 241 139 102 230 250 326 333 
Stanstead Abbotts 2311 95 98 - - - 182 190 
Stocker’s Lake 110 85 70 - 252 312 366 356 
Troy Mill GP 330 - 133 - - - 130 - 
Staines Res 128 89 43 42 267 368 459 361 
Stoke Newington Res 205 65 50 - - - 253 268 
Wraysbury GP 750 700 500 - 150 800 1030 950 
Yiewsley GP 210 - - - - 136 132 150 
Sevenoaks Reserve 280 143 94 47 380 380 420 444 
Barn Elms Res 120 185 84 - - 214 226 219 
Beddington SF - - - - - - 310 350 
Richmond Park 176 Sy) - - 208 211 242 221 


Walton Res 261 155 115 - 63 187 451 Sl 
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Amwell GP, 34 pairs bred. Hilfield Park Res 15-20 pairs bred. Maple Lodge 
NR, 32 adults and 23 juveniles on June 24th. 

Hampstead Heath, ten pairs bred. Perry Oaks SF, ten pairs bred. Stain Hill/ 
Kempton Park Res area, 295 on Jan 17th, 488 on Sept 22nd, 293 on Oct 17th, 
253 on Nov 14th and 244 on Dec 13th. Inner London: Kensington Gardens, five 
pairs bred. Regent’s Park, 20 pairs bred; 95 on Jan 7th. St James’s Park, 16 pairs 
bred; 96 in January and 70 in December. 

Lonsdale Road Res, 12 pairs bred. Waddon Ponds, 19 pairs bred. Walton Res, 
22 pairs bred. 


Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 


Four pairs were present at sites along the Lower Thames in the summer months, 
with probable breeding being noted at both Rainham Marsh and West Thurrock 
on the north shore. On the opposite bank a pair nested on a barge at Dartford 
Marsh and at Thamesmead a pair was present on wharves but no young were 
seen. In the following summary, only counts of three or more are given for 
breeding sites; otherwise all records are given and refer to single birds unless 
indicated differently. Most records were during the normal passage months of 
March to May and July and August. The many records in the Lea Valley in 
January and February probably refer to one wintering individual first seen at 
Fishers Green on Nov 28th 1992. 


Barking Bay, Mar 16th (2) and Apr 15th (2). Dagenham Chase, Feb 
24th. Fairlop Water, Apr 21st. Fishers Green, Feb 25th. King George V Res, Jan 
3rd (2), Jan 4th, Mar 11th, Aug 5th and Sept 4th. Nazeing GP, Jan 26th. Roydon 
GP, Jan 1st and 3rd. Walthamstow Res, Jan 17th. West Thurrock, Jan 23rd (3), 
Feb 20th (3), Mar 28th (4), May 3rd (3), June 14th (4), July 3rd (6), 17th (6), 
31st (12), Aug 4th (3) and 7th (3). Wm Girling Res, Jan 16th and from Jan 23rd 
to Feb 16th, Mar 7th, Apr 25th (2), May 17th and Aug 17th. 

Rye Meads, Jan 1st. Tyttenhanger GP, July 23rd flew S. 

Moorhall GP, Apr 25th. Ponders End Lake, Jan 25th, 30th, Feb 2nd, 8th and 
13th. Queen Mary Res, Aug 7th. Staines Res, May 8th and Sept 9th (2). Wraysbury 
Res, July 28th. 

Queen Mother Res, July 18th and Aug 15th. 

Dartford Marsh, Feb 18th (4), May 8th (3), July 11th (3) and Aug 14th (9). 
Sevenoaks Reserve, Jan 4th. Thamesmead, Apr 14th (4) and 26th (2). 

Barn Elms Res, Mar 7th and June Ist. Beddington SF, Mar 8th, May 11th, Aug 
8th and 12th. Holmethorpe SP, Jan 2nd and July 18th. Walton Res, Sept 10th. 


Avocet Recurvirostra avocetta 


Fairlop Water, two on Mar 15th (AAB, HV). Rainham Marsh, eight on Aug Ist, 
feeding on Thames foreshore (PS2). West Thurrock, two on Mar 7th (NJI, PJV). 
Ponders End Lake, one on Feb 15th (PJV et al). Staines Res, one on May 10th 
(FRC, DJMs). 

Dartford Marsh, eight flew up-river on Aug 1st (also seen at Rainham Marsh) 
and one on Aug 8th (AJM). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 30th (BPA, NPS). Walton Res, two on Mar 2nd 
(BJWG). { 


Five records of nine birds during the usual peak period between February and 
June is quite a good showing. The appearance of small flocks on the Lower 
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Thames in early autumn is clearly associated with the large numbers that build 
up further up-river at places such as Cliffe (Kent) and East Tilbury (Essex) at this 
time of year. 


Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 


The first bird of the year was noted at Wm Girling Res on Mar 11th and two 
other localities reported the species on Mar 13th, but it was well into April 
before numbers began to build up. The following table summarises records of 
breeding pairs. 


Pairs proved Other pairs Total 

Sites breeding present pairs 
Essex 15 2S 1 24 
Herts 4 3 4-6 7-9 
Middx 8 6 7 13 
Bucks 1 - 1 1 
Kent 0 - So ae - 
Surrey 2 1 1 2 
Totals 30 38) 14-16 47-49 


The number of pairs is just below that established in the last few years, but as 
usual it is difficult to place too much reliance on these figures, such is the variation 
from year to year in the sites from which reports of this species come. The apparent 


_ dramatic increase in Essex records is offset by very few being noted in Herts. 


At the end of the breeding season, some small flocks were noted, with the largest 
at Rammey Marsh (18 on July 9th) and an exceptionally high count at Perry 
Oaks SF (56 on July 11th); although this is a traditional late summer gathering 
point, rarely have counts been as high as this. There were a few records in 
September, with the last at Beddington SF on Sept 23rd. 


Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 


A total of 16 pairs bred at inland sites, with gravel pits being the favoured habitat. 
Two pairs were found nesting on arable land in the west of the Area, quite a 
common occurrence in coastal counties but never before noted in the London 
Area. On the Lower Thames, two pairs may have bred and displaying birds 
were noted at a further two sites. The following summary includes all breeding 
records, monthly maxima in tabular form for the best sites and a selection of 
other high counts. 


Numbers on the Lower Thames were far lower than usual, both in autumn and 
winter. The highest monthly counts are given for the two main sites. 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Rainham Marsh 25 30 20 - 2 - 60 20 10 30 10 
West Thurrock 30 7 - - - 2 9 40 - 65 50 - 


Single pairs may have bred at both Rainham and West Thurrock. Breeding was 
proved at Essex Filter Beds (one pair), Hall Marsh Scrape (two pairs) and Paynes 
Lane GP (two pairs). Highest count in the Lea Valley was at Fishers Green, 14 
on May 17th. 

Amwell GP, an early bird on Jan 17th; two pairs bred but were both unsuccessful. 
Tyttenhanger GP, three pairs bred. 


M As usual most records came from two nearby localities. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Perry Oaks SF - - 1 1 29 7 18 pe) 34 - - 
Staines Res - 1 - 3 Zz 1 - Zz 13 - 1 


Breeding records came from Rammey Marsh SF, where a pair laid four clutches 
which were all predated and also Stockley Park landfill site where there was an 
adult with three chicks on June 26th. 

Iver, two pairs bred on arable fields. 

Highest counts from the Lower Thames came as usual from Dartford Marsh 
where the monthly maxima were as follows. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Dartford Marsh 8 50 55) 3 15 - 142 132 (oes - 22 


Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 


Predominantly a winter visitor to arable fields in the London Area, birds were 
noted up to May 8th and from Aug 6th. The largest flocks were as usual in 
Essex and Herts, with counts at Fairlop and Romford both reaching 2,500 in 
January. Widespread cold weather movements were reported around Jan 3rd 
and again on Nov 21st and 22nd with the sudden onset of early winter snow. In 
the following summary, peak counts are given for the main sites north of the 
Thames, together with all records from elsewhere and also details of both cold 
weather movements. 


Berwick Ponds, 120 on Mar 7th and 35 on Nov 7th. Colliers Row, 200 on Feb 
19th. Corbets Tey, 250 on Jan 2nd and 70 on Oct 28th. Dagenham Chase, 180 
on Feb 14th and 85 on Nov 28th. Fairlop, 2,500 on Jan 3rd and 1,800 on Dec 
30th. Fishers Green, 14 on Jan 3rd and 22 on Mar 30th. Harlow, 80 on Dec 27th. 
Havering CP, 15 on Jan 3rd. King George V Res, 15 on Jan 3rd. Netherhall 
Common, 31 on Mar Ist. Romford, by A12, 2,500 on Jan 21st and 100 in 
November. Rainham GP, 20 on Nov 21st. Roydon GP, 90 on Feb 28th. Stapleford 
Tawney, 90 on Mar 20th. 

Amwell GP, c1,000 flew over on Jan 30th. Bedmond, four on Nov 21st. 
Bowmansgreen Farm, 85 on Jan 1st. Chiswell Green, 25 flew N on Mar 27th. 
Coopers Green Lane, 200 on Jan 19th. Coursers Lane Fields, 400 on Jan 17th 
and 761 on Dec Sth. Essendon, five on Nov 21st. Great Amwell, 177 on Jan 
18th. Harper Lane Fields, London Colney, 352 on Nov 27th. Hatfield Polytechnic, 
50 on Jan 20th. Hilfield Park Res, 30 on Jan 3rd and 25 on Nov 21st. Hoddesdon, 
110 on Mar 2nd. Rye Meads, 90 flew over on Jan 31st. Tyttenhanger GP, 156 on 
Jan 3rd, 170 on Apr 3rd and 138 on Nov 21st. Verulamium Lake, three flew N 
on Jan 3rd. Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross, two on Jan 3rd. 

Alexandra Park, 18+ flew NW on Nov 22nd. Brent Res, 38 flew over on Feb 
7th. Hanworth, 12 on Feb 10th and nine on Dec 4th. Highway Farm, Harefield, 
eight on Feb 21st and 22nd. King George VI Res, one on Aug 28th. Lower 
Feltham, three on Jan 26th. Staines Moor, 25 on Jan 3rd, singles on Jan 6th, 
Aug 11th and Oct 16th. Staines Res, singles on Jan 3rd and Nov 1st, four on 
Nov 22nd and up to 20 in December. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one flew W on 
Sept 24th. 

Withybridge, four on Dec 5th was the only record for this sector. 

Darenth Lakes, two flew W on Dec Sth. Dartford Marsh, one on Sept 24th. 
Beddington SF, 315 flew S on Jan 3rd, singles on Feb 11th and 14th, Apr 3rd, 
May 1st, Aug 17th, Sept 4th, 5th and 7th, Nov 18th and 123 flew over on Nov 
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21st. Holmethorpe SP, 29 flew W on Jan 3rd. Horton CP, one on Mar 4th. Mercer’s 
Farm, 28 on Jan 6th, five on 8th, 13 on Feb 14th, singles on Oct 23rd and Nov 
29th and two on Dec 22nd. 


Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 


_Wintering birds were again present along the Lower Thames at both ends of the 


year, although numbers did not reach those counted in the winter of 1991/92 
and the highest count was during the spring, 13 at Rainham Marsh on May 8th. 
The following table summarises the position with monthly maxima given for all 
sites on the Lower Thames from which reports were received. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Grays - 8 6 
Rainham Marsh - 1 2; - 13 - - 1 1 3 3 
West Thurrock 10 1 - - - - - 1 4 12 9 1 
Dartford Marsh 5 - 1 - - MBAR RS 1 7 3 4 1 
Swanscombe Marsh - - -> - - - 2 2 1 


Away from the Thames, all records are given. Numbers in spring were rather 
low, mostly during a small influx between May 8th and 11th and not exceptional 
in autumn, but a few were noted on Nov 21st and 22nd during cold weather 
movements of Golden Plovers and Lapwings. 





Dagenham Chase, one on Sept 23rd. King George V Res, singles on May 24th, 
25th and Sept 20th. Wm Girling Res, one on Feb 14th. 

Amwell GP, one on Apr 28th and 29th. Tyttenhanger GP, singles on Aug 6th, 
Sept 26th, 30th, Oct 2nd, 3rd, 8th and 9th. 

Brent Res, one flew E on May 8th. Perry Oaks SF, one on Sept 26th. Rammey 
Marsh, one on May 28th. Staines Moor, two on May 11th. Staines Res, singles 
on Oct 10th, Nov 21st and 22nd. Stockley Park, two on May 10th. 

Barn Elms Res, one on Sept 16th and seven on 18th. Beddington SF, one on 
May 9th, three on 11th, one on 14th, two on 25th, singles on Sept 14th and 15th, 
Nov 21st and 11 flew over on Nov 22nd. 
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1992 Correction 
Ham Lands, three flew E on May 23rd and not one as published in LBR 57. 


Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 


A common breeding species in suitable habitat in the London Area. In the region 
of 147 pairs were reported as displaying or having bred, a very large increase in 
recent years which can be accounted for by better coverage, perhaps in response 
to pleas in recent LBR’s for all records of this species in the breeding season. A 
big thank you to all observers who sent in records - please continue to do so. The 
approximate number of breeding or displaying pairs by county was: 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
45 47 pA | 5 10 13 


There were again some huge winter flocks reported around the outer edges of 
the area away from the metropolis and small scale cold weather movements 
were noted at the beginning of the year on Jan 3rd and again with the snowfalls 
on Nov 21st and 22nd. The highest winter counts are given below together with 
details of cold weather movements and all Inner London Records. 


Berwick Ponds, 2,000 on Mar 3rd. Dagenham Chase, 2,200 on Feb 8th and 
2,000 on Dec 23rd. Fairlop, 1,000 on Jan 1st and Nov Ist. Rainham Marsh, 
1,000 on Jan 31st and Feb 13th. Romford, 2,600 on Jan 21st. West Thurrock, 
3,500 on Feb 6th. 

Bowmansgreen Farm, 2,000 on Dec 10th. Coursers Lane Fields, 2,500 on Jan 
31st and 2,000 on Dec 31st. Harper Lane Fields, London Colney, 1,800 on Dec 
26th. Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross, 1,500 on Jan 24th. Cold weather 
movements: Hilfield Park Res, ‘movement to the SW’ on Jan 3rd. 

Hanworth, 2,800 on Feb 10th. Staines Res, 1,907 on Dec 18th. Cold weather 
movements: Alexandra Park, 135 over in three hours on Jan 3rd. Brent Res, 233 
flew W on Jan 3rd. Hampstead Heath, 216 in 19 flocks flew W on Nov 21st. 
Middx Filter Beds, 45 flew SW on Jan 3rd. Tottenham, 18 flew SE on Jan 3rd. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, 40 on Jan 20th, two on Feb 12th, 50 on 16th, 13 
on Nov 3rd, one on 4th and seven on Nov 19th (ARD). 

Chevening, 600 on Dec 31st. Dartford Marsh, 700+ on Feb 20th and 600 on 
Dec 19th. Sutton-at-Hone, 1,000 on Oct 10th. Cold weather movements: Foots 
Cray Meadows, 100 flew SW on Jan 3rd. Forest Hill, 25 flew W on Nov 21st. 
Hoblingwell Wood, 145 flew S on Jan 3rd, 40 flew S on Nov 21st and 23 flew S 
on Nov 22nd. Ruxley GP, 160 flew SW on Jan 3rd and 40 on Nov 21st. Sevenoaks 
Reserve, 20 on Nov 21st. Sidcup, 50 flew SW on Nov 21st. 

Holmethorpe SP, 1,700 on Feb 8th and 1,100 on Dec 26th. Cold weather 
movements: Barn Elms Res, 215 flew SW on Jan 3rd. Beddington SF, 970 flew 
S on Jan 3rd and 750 over on Nov 21st. Dulwich, 260 over on Jan 3rd. 
Holmethorpe SP, 400 flew SW on Jan 3rd. Warlingham, 100+ flew SW on Jan 
3rd. 


Knot Calidris canutus 


Fishers Green, one from Feb 14th to 16th (AAB, GJW et al). King George V 
Res, singles on Jan 3rd and Sept 14th (ACy, JG/, PJL et al). Rainham Marsh, © 
four on Feb 13th (MKD) and one on May 2nd (DMJ, RJW et al). 

Amwell GP, three on May 8th (GJW). Stocker’s Lake, one on May 10th 
(GB, SJC, RRD). Tyttenhanger GP, one on Sept 11th (SPe). 
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King George VI Res, one on Aug 13th (CL). Perry Oaks SF, singles on Aug 10th 
and Sept 13th, three on Sept 17th (CL). Queen Mary Res, four flew N on Sept 
Ath (CL). Staines Res, one on May 8th (DJMs, PN), 20 flew NW on Aug 30th 
(DJMs), eight flew N on Sept 5th (AVM), two on ee 9th (DJMs) and one on 
Oct 21st (AVM). 

Queen Mother Res, c15 flew W on Sept 9th (CL). 

Crayford Marsh, one on Nov 6th (AJM). 

Barn Elms Res, one flew N on Feb 4th (NPS). 


After several years with very few records, a good total of about 71 birds was 
involved in these 21 sightings. A few winter records was followed by a small 
flurry of red birds in May and an exceptional number passing through west 
London in autumn, including two double figure flocks. 


Sanderling Calidris alba 


Tyttenhanger GP, one on May 24th (PWr). 

King George VI Res, one on May 29th (PN). Perry Oaks SF, singles on May 27th 
and Aug 3rd (CL). Staines Res, three on Apr 6th (DJMs), one on Apr 25th 
(AVM) and one on May 19th (DJMs). 

Queen Mother Res, two on Apr 25th (AVM). 

Dartford Marsh, singles on May 19th (BEW) and Aug 22nd (AJM), two on 
Sept 28th (BEW) and one on Oct 1st (DDa). 


1990 Additional Record 
Netherhall GP, two on May 12th (JR). 


Only nine spring records with no count higher than three is a very poor passage 
by recent standards. Almost unbelievably, there were no records at all from the 
Essex sector. 


Little Stint Calidris minuta 


Dagenham Chase, six on Sept 15th (KB, LHn). Rainham Marsh, three on Aug 
31st (PS2) and two on Sept 4th (MKD). Wm Girling Res, 12 on Sept 13th, 13 on 
14th, 12 on 15th, six on 16th and two on 17th (SCy, PJV et al). 

Amwell GP, one on Sept 28th (MHs). Tyttenhanger GP, two on Aug 18th, one 
on 19th, two on Sept 4th (SHM, DRI et al) and one on Sept 16th (PW7r). 

King George VI Res, eight on Sept 10th (CL) and one on 19th (PN). Perry Oaks 
SF, two on Aug 15th, ten on Aug 30th and then on many dates in September with 
peaks of 17 on 7th, 25 on 8th, 31 on 10th, 16 on 17th, 19 on 21st with the last on 
Oct 10th (CL). Queen Mary Res, one on Sept 4th (CL). Rammey Marsh, five on 
Sept 3rd, 11 on 4th and Sth, six on 6th and 7th and eight from 8th to 11th 
(SCr et al). Staines Res, four on Aug 29th, singles on Sept Sth (AVM, PN) and 
6th, six on 9th, ten on 22nd (DJMs) and one on 25th (CJH). Wraysbury Res, 
two on Sept 10th (CL). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Oct 2nd (DJMs). Yiewsley GP, one on July 27th 
(DRr). 

Dartford Marsh, singles on Sept 25th (AJM) and 28th (BEW), two on Sept 30th 
(PJT) and singles on Oct 1st (DDa) and 3rd (AJM). 

Barn Elms Res, one between Aug 25th and 28th, six from Sept 4th to 8th, five 
on 9th and singles on Sept 15th and 26th (BPA, FJM, NPS et al). Beddington SF, 
two on Aug 26th, one on 27th, eight on Sept 11th, one on 12th, ten on 16th and 
17th and three on 25th and 26th (AMe, BBR). Richmond Park, one at Pen 
Ponds on Sept 16th (JWs). 
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1989 Additional Record 
Perry Oaks SF, one on Sept 15th (IL). 


A complete lack of spring and summer records this year, but an impressive 
autumn passage with the largest influx of juveniles since 1990, including a very 
high count of 31 at Perry Oaks in September and three other sites holding double 
figures at about the same time. 


Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii 


Perry Oaks SF, one on May 12th and 14th (CL, PAM). 
Beddington SF, one from Sept 18th to 23rd (BBR). 


1992 Additional Record 
Kempton Park Res, one on May 16th (CJC, SJS). 


A typical spring record (and an additional one for 1992), but the September bird 
is the first in that month since as long ago as 1985. With good wader habitat at 
a premium in the London Area, it is a pity that access to both Beddington and 
Perry Oaks is now so restricted. 


Pectoral Sandpiper ; Calidris melanotos 


Dartford Marsh, one from Aug 14th to 19th (AJM, BEW). 
Beddington SF, one from Sept 20th to 29th (JPn et al). 


Few years go by without one of this species being reported in the London Area. 
Beddington now seems to have taken over from Perry Oaks SF as the most 
regular site, with records in three successive years. More details of the Dartford 
Marsh bird, a ‘first’ for the site, were given in LBR 57:164. 


Curlew Sandpiper . Calidris ferruginea 


Rainham Marsh, singles on July 25th (MAH) and Aug 17th (PS9). 

Tyttenhanger GP, one on Aug 27th (SPe, DRI, JTy). 

King George VI Res, six on Sept 10th (CL). Perry Oaks SF, one on May 5th, two 
on Sept 2nd and 3rd, nine on 12th, four on 13th and three on 17th and 21st 
(BHz, CL). Rammey Marsh, one from Sept 10th to 13th (SCr er al). Staines Res, 
singles on May 4th (CJH, DJMs) and July 28th, five on Sept 9th (DJMs) and 
one flew SE on Sept 17th (CJH).: © , 

Dartford Marsh, one on Aug 14th and 15th (AJM, BEW), two on Sept 15th 
(BEW) and singles on Sept 17th, 25th, 28th and 30th and Oct 3rd (mo). 
Beddington SF, two on Aug 26th and 27th, one on 28th, six on Sept 9th and one 
on 12th (BBR, AMe). 


The two spring records probably relate to the same bird. As with Little Stint, a 
good autumn with high numbers at Perry Oaks SF and nearby reservoirs peaking 
around Sept 9th and 10th, but no really large counts elsewhere. 


Dunlin Calidris alpina 


Counts along the Thames estuary within the London Area are summarised in 
the following table, which gives monthly maxima for the main sites along both 
banks 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Barking 216 - - - - - 405 718 
Grays - 200 - - - - - - =, 150). isi) 
Rainham Marsh 5000 1100 2500 - 5 - - 30 3 200 1500 2000 
West Thurrock 8000 5000 1000 1 - - 1 Sees OOme2500) 460 
Crayford Marsh 340 - - - - - - - - - 94 267 
Dartford Marsh 400 1500 650 - 7 - - 38 AD le 712 OOO 
Swanscombe Marsh - - - - - - - 1 2 - 36 ©3000 


Counts from other sites not mentioned in the table were more sporadic, but 
included 147 at Crossness on Jan 15th and 94 there on Nov 7th, 300 at Greenhithe 
on Dec 24th, 940 at Stone Marsh on Dec 5th and 369 at Thamesmead on Nov 
7th. Since the record count of 22,000 at West Thurrock in February 1992, numbers 
have declined rapidly to 8,000 in January 1993 but perhaps more alarming is 
the maximum of only 2,500 at the end of year. This is no doubt due to the cessation 
of pumping at the power station and the associated drying out of the ash lagoons 
previously used as a roost site, and is more sad evidence of the never-ending 
pressure of London’s prime birdwatching sites. 


There were also numerous records of small numbers at inland sites during the 
winter and passage months. Only sites listed in the following table had significant 
counts, with wintering flocks confined to Walton Res at the beginning of the 
year and Staines Res at the end. Both of these reservoirs were drained at the 
time. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov’ Dec 
King George V Res 6 . - - 12 - 4 2 9 3 2 
King George VI Res - - - - iL - 4 18 5 il - 
Perry Oaks SF ~ : : PM ES . 9 30-43 al : : 
Staines Res 4 - 8 1 - 13 18 17 - 49 124 
Beddington SF - 6 - 3 4 1 - 8 17 5 2 3 - 
Walton Res 72 64 8 - - - - 
Ruff Philomachus pugnax 


The following table gives peak monthly counts for the main sites in the London 
Area. 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Rainham Marsh - 8 1 2 - - - 2 1 

Perry Oaks SF - 1 i - 4 - 10 1 V7, - - - 
Staines Res - - - - - - 1 4 4 3 3 3 
Beddington SF - - 1 - 1 - 1 1 30 4 - - 


All other records are given individually under each county. 


Dagenham Chase, up to four between Sept 11th and 25th. Hall Marsh Scrape, 
one on Aug 3rd. King George V Res, one on Aug 31st and up to six between 
Sept 3rd and 12th. Rainham GP, two on Sept 26th. West Thurrock, four on Feb 
21st, singles on Sept 5th and Oct 9th. Wm Girling Res, one on Feb 16th and 
from Sept 4th to 13th. 
Amwell GP, singles on Aug 26th, Sept 3rd and 15th. Rye Meads, singles on Jan 
10th, Sept 8th and 11th. Tyttenhanger GP, three on Aug 8th, singles on Aug 
15th and 27th, Sept 10th, 14th and 18th. 

Hanworth, two on Feb 10th. Kempton Park Res, one from Sept 6th to 10th. 
King George VI Res, two on Sept 11th. Ponders End Lake, three on Feb 13th. 
Rammey Marsh, one from Aug 31st to Sept 6th. 
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Crossness, one on Nov 6th. Dartford Marsh, one on Oct ist. Thamesmead, two 
on Jan 4th. 
Barn Elms Res, two on Sept 10th. Hogsmill SF, one from Oct 4th to 7th. 


1990 Additional Record 
Fishers Green, three on May 3rd and 4th. 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
All records are given. 


Dagenham Chase, singles on Jan 3rd, Mar 24th, Oct 18th and Nov 16th. 
Dagenham Corridor, two on Feb 27th and 28th and one on Apr 7th. Essex Filter 
Beds, one on Feb 7th. Fairlop Water, singles on Jan 6th and 23rd, Mar 17th and 
two on Dec 31st. Hall Marsh Scrape, two on Oct 17th. Harold Wood SF, one on 
Dec 31st. Rainham Marsh, singles on Mar 7th, Oct 16th and Nov 21st. 

Amwell GP, up to three in January, two in February and three in March, one on 
Oct 31st and one or two in November and December. Chess Valley, 
Rickmansworth, two on Mar 2nd and one on 3rd. Rye House Marsh, one on 
Mar 7th. Rye Meads, singles on Jan 30th, Feb 7th and 13th, Mar 13th and 26th, 
Apr 12th, Oct 29th and 30th and Dec 27th and 31st. Tyttenhanger GP, singles 
on Nov 7th and 20th. 

Alexandra Park, one on Jan 4th. Perry Oaks SF, one on Feb 14th. Rammey 
Marsh, three on Feb 5th, one on Mar 1st and 11th and four on Dec 25th. Ruislip 
Lido, one on Nov 29th. 

Iver, one on Feb 4th. Wraysbury GP, singles on Feb 28th and Nov 27th. 

Crayford Marsh, one on Nov 6th. Dartford Marsh, two possibly three in January 
and one on Apr 5th. Sevenoaks Reserve, singles on Feb 20th, Feb 27th and Dec 
12th. Swanscombe Marsh, one on Feb 27th, two on Nov 20th and three on Dec 
24th. Thamesmead, two from Apr 8th to 14th, two from Nov 16th to Dec 24th, 
increasing to four until Dec 29th. 

Barn Elms Res, three on Nov 22nd and one on 23rd. Beddington SFE, singles on 
Jan 4th, Mar 3rd, Mar 29th, Oct 17th and Dec 31st. Hersham GP, singles on Jan 
20th and Feb Ist, two on Feb 13th. Hogsmill SF, one on Oct 19th. Holmethorpe 
SP, one on Mar 21st. Horton CP, one on Mar 22nd. South Norwood CP, one on 
Jan 9th and between Feb 26th and Mar 6th. 


A widespread but elusive winter visitor in small numbers with mostly singles 
but up to four at a few favoured sites. All had gone by Apr 15th and none was 
seen before Oct 16th. 


Snipe Gallinago gallinago 


The highest winter counts are given, along with an Inner London record and all 
sightings in the summer months. Whilst this species probably breeds every year 
in the London Area, nests and young are hardly ever seen. 


Dagenham Chase, 45 on Jan 31st, a pair in mid-May but not thereafter and 33 
on Sept 30th. Essex Filter Beds, 42 in February, two in May and 45 in December. 
Hall Marsh Scrape, 93 on Mar 9th, a pair on June 2nd ‘may have bred’ and 50 
on Dec 26th. 

Amwell GP, 105 on Jan 31st and 75 on Oct 23rd; a pair summered but did not 
breed. Moor Lane, Rickmansworth, a drumming bird on May 12th and 14th. 
Moor Mill, one on May 2nd. Rye Meads, 70 on Jan 30th and 80 on Nov 27th; 
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agitated display was noted from two pairs throughout June, which were thought 
to have bred. 

Brent Res, 28 on Jan 31st. South Harefield, 20+ on Feb 28th. Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, one on Oct 20th (ARD). 

Thorney GP, 13 on Nov 16th. Wraysbury GP, one on May Ist. 

Dartford Marsh, 100 on Nov 21st. Littlebrook GP, 25 on Dec 31st. 

Beddington SF, 50 on Jan 17th; present until mid-May and may have bred. 
Hersham GP, 140+ on Feb 1st. Holmethorpe SP, 43 on Nov 21st. 


Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 


Sightings outside the breeding season are summarised in the following table. 


Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 
Sightings 5 4 8 4 15 14 
Total no of birds — 5 4 9 4 117/ 4 


Woodcocks remain scarce and elusive in the London Area in the winter months 
but the peaks in March and from late October through November clearly relate 
to migrants of probably continental origin. Inner London records are normally at 
this time and this year was no exception. There were singles at Regent’s Park on 
Mar 19th and flying W on Nov 12th (ARD), at Stockwell, SW9, on Nov 18th 
(TF) and apprehended by the police at St James’s Park on Nov 3rd (RFS). 


During the breeding season, records were received from the following locations. 
The figures in brackets relate to the maximum number of birds seen at any one 
time. 


Epping Forest (4-5). Ongar Park (5). Thorndon Park (1-2). 

Broxbourne Woods (4). Hertford Heath (1). Well Wood, Northaw (1). 

West Ruislip (1). 

Black Park (2). 

Epsom Common (1). Esher Common (1). Leatherhead (1). Limpsfield Chart 
(3). Nower Wood (2). West End Common (1). 


Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 


Essex Filter Beds, one from Aug 22nd to 24th (SW). Fishers Green, one on Feb 
14th and 15th (AAB et al). West Thurrock, 12 on July 3rd (PJV). 

Staines Moor, singles on Apr 25th (PN) and May 19th (DJMs). 

Dartford Marsh, two on July 10th (AJM). 

Beddington SF, four on July 4th and one on Aug 16th (BBR). River Thames at 
Walton Res, one flew upriver on Aug 25th (FRC, DG). 


1990 Additional Record 
Nazeing GP, one on Mar 8th and 9th (ADW). 


1989 Additional Record 
Perry Oaks SF, one on Apr 3rd (IL). 


Another rather thin year, with one winter record, two in spring (at the same site) 
and only six sightings in July and August. 


Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 


Fishers Green, one on Apr 25th (GJW). Rainham Marsh, one on Apr 25th, four 
on May 1st, two on May 8th and three on May 15th (MKD, SRP). Wm Girling 
Res, three on Apr 27th (PJV). 


64 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 58 FOR 1993 


Amwell GP, one from May 6th to 10th (BR, GJW). Hilfield Park Res, three on 
Apr 25th (GSE). 


M Bedfont Lakes, one flew NE on May 7th (JHf). Hampstead Heath, 27 flew NE 
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on May 17th (MAH). Hampton Court Park, eight on May 9th (NMs, SMz). Staines 
Res, two on Apr 25th, one on May ist and 25 flew over on May 10th (DJMs). 
Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Apr 27th (RMC). 

Queen Mother Res, one flew NW on Apr 25th (AVM). 

Dartford Marsh, two on May 16th and 17th (CWn, NWn, RWnr et al). River 
Thames at Thamesmead, one flew E on Apr 30th (NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, nine flew E on May 10th (RP). Walton Res, two on May 3rd 
(JASP). 


Only recorded this year during an exceptional spring passage which was confined 
to a 23 day period between Apr 25th and May 17th, with about 98 birds seen at 
15 sites including two large flyover flocks in Middx. This is traditionally the 
peak period for inland records in southern England and coincides with the main 
eastbound passage along the English Channel. 


Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 


Small flocks were reported in both migration seasons, with 90 birds between 
Apr 18th and May 13th and 80 between July 12th and Sept 19th. All records are 
given and dates refer to single birds except where shown otherwise in brackets. 


Dagenham Chase, July 25th and Sept 16th. Fishers Green, Apr 20th (8) and 
May 6th (3). Hall Marsh Scrape, May 8th. King George V Res, Apr 27th, 30th 
and May 12th. Paynes Lane GP, May 13th. Rainham Marsh, Apr 25th (11), 
May 1st (2), May 2nd (6), July 18th (2), 19th (2), 23rd (4), 30th, Aug 7th, 17th, 
Sept 12th and 19th. Weald Park, Apr 24th. West Thurrock, Apr 18th, 24th (5), 
May 2nd (2), 8th (4), July 17th (2), 31st, Aug 4th (2) and 7th (2). 

Amwell GP, July 16th (17) and 22nd, all flying S. Cheshunt GP, May 9th. 

Bushy Park, Aug 15th (11). Hampstead Heath, July 16th (3). Perry Oaks SF, 
May 8th. Queen Mary Res, Aug 8th (2). Staines Res, Apr 25th, May 1st and 
Aug 15th (2). Inner London: Regent’s Park, Apr 30th (3) on the football pitch 
between 06.00 and 06.45 hrs (ARD). 

Bexley, Aug 7th (heard). Dartford Marsh, July 12th (3), 21st, Aug Ist (2), 4th, 
6th and 8th. Lewisham, Aug 7th (2+ heard). Swanscombe Marsh, July 17th, 
Aug Ist, 7th (2) and 8th. Thamesmead, July 19th and Aug 3rd. 

Barn Elms Res, Apr 18th, 21st (2), 23rd, 25th, 26th and 27th (4), May 4th, 9th (5) 
and 13th and Aug 21st. Beddington SF, Apr 24th (3), 27th, May 3rd (3) and 9th 
(2). Dulwich College, Apr 21st. Holmethorpe SP, Apr 24th (3) and May 3rd (2). 
Island Barn Res, Apr 21st. Walton Res, May 3rd. Warlingham, Aug 29th. 


Curlew Numenius arquata 


Relatively few were seen along the Lower Thames during the winter months. 
All records are given under counties below, with all dates shown referring to 
single birds unless shown otherwise in brackets. 


Berwick Ponds, May 9th. Dagenham Chase, Feb 14th (3), Mar 28th (4) and 
Sept 24th (3). Fairlop Water, Feb 14th (2). Fishers Green, Feb 14th and Mar - 
29th (2). Rainham Marsh, Jan 16th, Aug 7th, 28th (2), Sept 19th (2) and Oct 
23rd. West Thurrock, Jan 3rd (2), 16th, Feb 6th to Mar 20th, Mar 27th (5), Mar 
28th to Apr 18th, June 19th, Aug 14th, Oct 9th, 23rd and Nov 7th (3). 


ABOVE - Tim Loseby, BELOW - Phil Vines) 
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ABOVE: Little Auk picked up at Stanstead Abbotts, October 1993 (Photo: M. Harris) 


BELOW: Rupert Hastings at Broadstairs, September 1993. He had just found a 
Mediterannean Gull 
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Amwell GP, Jan 9th and Feb 7th. Hilfield Park Res, Jan 9th (5). Rye Meads, 
June 29th. Stocker’s Lake, Jan 8th. Tyttenhanger GP, Mar 6th, Apr 9th (6), May 
18th and Aug 26th. 

Hampstead Heath, Aug 8th (17). Rammey Marsh, Apr 25th. South Harefield, 
June 15th (2). Staines Res, Jan 30th and Apr 20th. 

Queen Mother Res, Aug 31st (2). Wraysbury GP, Sept 25th. 

Dartford Marsh, Feb 18th (3), Mar 13th, Oct 1st (2), 14th, 27th, Nov 8th (3), 
20th (3), 23rd, 26th, Dec 31st (8). Foots Cray Meadows, Aug 8th. Swanscombe 
Marsh, Oct 9th (2), Nov 6th, 20th and Dec 24th. 

Barn Elms Res, Mar 23rd, 24th, 28th, May 8th and Nov 28th. Beddington SF, 
Mar 3rd (2), Apr 9th, 11th and Aug 23rd. Holmethorpe SP, Jan 4th, Feb 14th 
and 25th, Apr 7th and 11th. Richmond Park, Apr 22nd. 


Whilst records were as usual spread throughout the year, there were 12 birds at 
five sites in Feb 14th, on the same day as both Knot and Black-tailed Godwit in 
the Lea Valley and 13 birds at five sites between Mar 27th and 29th on spring 
migration. Apart from a single large flock flying W in Middx on Aug 8th, these 
were the only notable peaks. 


Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 


Berwick Ponds, one on June 28th (JC). Dagnam Park, two flew SE on Aug 
22nd (CRJ). King George V Res, one on Oct 19th (PJV). 

Tyttenhanger GP, one on Apr 27th (MWs, RY). 

Rammey Marsh, a juvenile from Sept 12th to 17th (SCr et al). 

Dartford Marsh, wo on Nov 8th (BEW). 

Beddington SF, singles on Apr 11th, May 9th and from Aug 26th to 30th 
(BBR, CL). South Norwood CP, at least three amongst a flock of 24 waders on 
Aug 14th were of this species (JBd). 


Rather scarce in terms of both numbers and distribution, with only Beddington 
having more than one sighting during the year. If the flock at South Norwood 
CP were all Spotted Redshanks (as the observer thought) then this was the largest 
single flock ever seen in the London Area. 


Redshank Tringa totanus 


All breeding records are summarised below, together with the highest counts in 
each sector with monthly maxima for the most important sites. There were no 
Inner London records. 


Breeding was proved at Berwick Ponds (four pairs), Hall Marsh (four or five 
pairs) and Rainham Marsh (12 pairs). One pair probably bred at Belhus Woods 
CP, a pair was at Dagenham Chase until early June and two pairs possibly bred 
at West Thurrock. 


Highest monthly counts for the two main sites along the north shore of the Lower 
Thames were as follows: 


Jan . Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Rainham Marsh 200 300 300 75 30 350 220 252 
West Thurrock 350 600 200 - 60 500 360 170 


As with other wader species along the Thames, numbers showed a drastic 
reduction compared with the last few winters, no doubt due to the events at 
West Thurrock already referred to under Dunlin. There has however been a small 
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shift from that site to Rainham Marsh where this species increasingly uses moored 


barges as roost sites. Other high counts included 54 at Barking Bay on Dec 
12th, 110 at Grays on Feb 16th and 100 at Purfleet on Dec 5th. 

Amwell GP, a pair displaying in April did not breed. Tyttenhanger GP, two pairs 
fledged three young; ten on Mar 16th and 29th. 

At Perry Oaks SF, five pairs summered, one of which bred. At least four pairs 
were present on Staines Moor in April and May. Highest counts from Perry 
Oaks and the nearby Staines Res during the year were as follows. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Perry Oaks SF - 1 6 13 12 17 2 1 - - - - 
Staines Res g 5) 9 3 4 6 1 8 - 8 16 21 


There were also 13 at King George VI Res on May 3rd. 

Wraysbury GP, one in May and June. 

Breeding records only came from Dartford Marsh (4-5 pairs displaying in March 
and April) and Stone Marsh, where there was a possible breeding pair in July. 
The only record away from the Lower Thames was one at Hoblingwell Wood on 
Nov 22nd. Along the river, regular counts were made only at Dartford Marsh, 
where the monthly maxima were as follows 


Jan Feb. Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Dartford Marsh 55 Sil) 3s) 5) 15 + 1 7. SO 60 104 130 


Elsewhere along the Thames counts included: Crayford Marsh, 34 on Jan 15th 
and 81 on Dec 5th, Erith Marshes, 132 on Dec 4th and Swanscombe Marsh, 
50+ on Nov 20th. 

Barn Elms Res, six on Dec 12th. Beddington SF, 16+ in April, with three or four 
pairs in May and June, although breeding was not proven. Island Barn Res, nine 
on Mar 13th. Walton Res, 15 on Jan 13th and up to seven in February and 
March. 


Greenshank ; Tringa nebularia 


There were two records outside the normal months of occurrence, with singles 
birds at King George V Res on Jan 31st (PJV) and at Beddington SF on Nov 
28th (BBR). Although there are winter records annually in Britain, they are 
extremely rare inland at this time of the year. Spring passage lasted from Apr 
15th to June 5th and in autumn between July 4th and Oct 9th. The following 
table shows the approximate number of bird/days recorded in each county between 
April and October but does not include records for which no date or number 
could be ascertained. The highest counts for each sector are detailed after the 
table. 


Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 
Essex 4 22 - Aha 67 26 3 
Herts 4 4 - 3 34 4 
Middx Z 5 - 2 28 53 
Bucks - - - - - 1 
Kent - - - 2 10 9 
Surrey ih 13 1 22 24 1 1 


Totals WY 44 1 76 103 74 9 


Berwick Ponds, up to eight in July. Hall Marsh Scrape, four on Sept 10th. 
Rainham GP, five on July 11th. Rainham Marsh, 12 on Aug 22nd and 31st. 
Walthamstow Res, three on Aug 22nd. Wm Girling Res, five on Sept 16th. 
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Hilfield Park Res, three on Aug 22nd. 

Rammey Marsh, five on Sept 9th. 

Dartford Marsh, four on Aug 25th and seven on Sept 8th. 
Beddington SF, 12 on May 8th and 15 on Aug 20th. 


Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 


A widespread winter visitor and autumn passage migrant to freshwater pools 
and marshes. The table below gives the peak counts on a month to month basis 
for the best sites in the London Area. Smaller numbers were reported from a 
further 52 sites during the year. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov’ Dec 


Berwick Ponds - 2 - - 2 10 : - - 1 
Dagenham Chase - - - - 1 1 5 1 4 - - 
Rainham Marsh 4 4 4 - - 12 25 20 10 4 4 
Rye Meads 4 1a) A fee “6 7 5 5 4 3 
Tyttenhanger GP 3 4 4 8 1 1 4 10 6 4 + 3) 
Perry Oaks SF 1 1 1 - 6 12 11 6 7 - 1 
Rammey Marsh 2 3 - 2 - 5 8 10 2 1 1 1 
Dartford Marsh 1 2 - - 1 1 4 2 2 4 
Sevenoaks Reserve - - - - - - 5) 9 2 2 - 
Beddington SF ‘goodnumbers’ 11 - - 2 17 27 4 11 11 14 


Numbers followed the established pattern, with counts in winter fairly normal, 
although 14 at Beddington on Christmas Day was very high. The first returning 
migrants in autumn were noted from June 13th and it was again Beddington 
which produced the highest count of the year in August, the peak month, with 
Rainham Marsh not too far behind, although counts at the latter site were well 
down on recent years (as was predicted in LBR: 57). 


Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 


Berwick Ponds, one on Aug 8th (MKD, SRP). Dagenham Chase, singles from 
Aug 7th to 14th (AAB, SPz) and on Aug 21st (SPn). Rainham Marsh, one on 
Aug 7th (MKD, SRP). 

Tyttenhanger GP, one from Aug 13th to 21st (SPe, PWr et al). 

Perry Oaks SF, one on May 14th and 15th and one on Aug 16th (CL). Rammey 
Marsh, one on Sept 22nd (AMn, BD). 

Beddington SF, one from July 16th to 25th, one on Aug 8th, two on 9th, increasing 
to four by mid-August and six on Aug 17th (BBR). 


1989 Additional Record 
Perry Oaks SF, one on Sept 15th (IL). 


For the third year in succession a distinct lack of records, with only one in spring 
and, away from Beddington SF, only seven other birds in the autumn, most of 
which occurred between Aug 7th and 17th. 


Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 


A common passage migrant through the Area, the following table gives peak 
monthly counts for sites regularly reporting the highest numbers during the main 
passage periods. Counts in March were higher than usual and are included in 
the table, but probably refer to a mixture of wintering birds and early spring 
migrants. Whilst the highest counts in July and August matched those of previous 
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years, several observers commented that numbers were lower than usual in both 
Spring and autumn. 


Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 
King George V Res - 3 5 . a5 17 15 1 
Rainham Marsh 2 - - - 25 35 ~ 1 
Walthamstow Res 1 S - 7 9 2 1 
West Thurrock - 1 - - - 10 - - 
Wm Girling Res - 1 1 - 18 22 = 
Amwell GP - 1 3 - 6 ~ 5 
Hilfield Park Res - 6 4 - 6 7 4 - 
Tyttenhanger GP - 2 2 - 8 5 2 - 
King George VI Res - 2 ~ - 21 6 3 - 
Perry Oaks SF - - - - 19 9 - - 
Queen Mary Res - - - 10 6 - - 
Staines Res 2 2 5 - - 6 2 2 
Dartford Marsh - 1 - - 12 10 8 2 
Swanscombe Marsh - - 2 - 5 8 3 - 
Thamesmead 6 7 3 - 14 15 8 2 
Barn Elms Res 2 5 8 1 12 - - 3 
Beddington SF - 1 - 1 11 5 - - 


Much smaller numbers regularly winter in the London Area with up to three at 
some localities. Details of all wintering birds, all Inner London records and a 
few other passage counts are shown under counties below. 


Creekmouth, Barking, two from Dec 3rd to 17th. Rainham Marsh, two in January, 
February, November and December. 

Maple Lodge NR, one on Feb 18th. Stocker’s Lake, five on July 10th. 

Brent Res, 53 bird/days in spring and 70 bird/days in autumn. Staines Res, one 
on Jan 19th and Feb 19th and three in November and December. Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 21st and May 13th and 14th (ARD). 

Queen Mother Res, seven on July 28th. 

Erith Marsh, one in November and December. Thamesmead, one in January, 
three in February and two in November and December. Woolwich, one at the 
Thames Barrier on Jan 1st. 

Barn Elms Res, two from January to April and up to three in November and 
December. Beddington SF, one in January and February and three in November 
and December. Inner London: River Thames at Westminster, two on Apr 27th 
(PAS). 


Turnstone Arenaria interpres 


A rather poor year, with most records of single birds only. Winter records were 
as usual restricted to the Lower Thames with 11 at Grays in February. Only one 
site in spring (Staines Res) produced a count higher than two and the autumn 
had few highlights apart from ten over Beddington SF on Sept 8th. All records 
are given. 


Fishers Green, one on Apr 25th. Grays, 11 on Feb 16th and 27th and three on 
Dec 5th. Hall Marsh Scrape, singles on Apr 27th and May 12th. King George V 
Res, singles on Apr 27th, Aug 23rd, Sept 3rd and 13th. Netherhall GP, two on 
May 8th. Rainham Marsh, singles on Jan 31st and Apr 25th. Walthamstow ~ 
Res, singles on July 31st and Aug 22nd. West Thurrock, three on Feb 21st, one 
on Apr 12th and two on Apr 18th, singles on July 17th, Aug 4th and 29th. Wm 
Girling Res, singles on Sept 7th and from Sept 13th to 15th. 
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Amwell GP, one on May 23rd. Tyttenhanger GP, one on July 22nd. 

Brent Res, one on May 28th. King George VI Res, one on July 17th. Perry Oaks 
SF, one on Sept 5th and 6th. Staines Res, five on Apr 25th and May 8th, one on 
May 9th, two on 13th, one on 23rd and singles on July 25th, 27th and 28th. 
Dartford Marsh, one on May 17th, four on Aug 28th and one on Aug 31st. 
Swanscombe Marsh, singles on Aug 1st and Nov 20th, two on Dec 13th. 

Barn Elms Res, one from Apr 27th to 29th. Beddington SF, singles on Apr 30th, 
Aug 9th and 22nd and ten flew over on Sept 8th. 


Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 
Staines Res, a juvenile from Sept 14th to 16th (mo). 


Whilst the finder of this bird is unknown, the bird was well watched during its 
three day stay, appearing on both basins and often quite close. The second year 
in a row for Staines, which is now beginning to monopolise London records 
with the last four in the Area all being seen at this site. A total of only 15 birds 
have been recorded in the London Area this century. 


Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 


Dagenham Chase, a dark-phase juvenile flew W on Oct 22nd (KB, MSn). 
Amwell GP, an tmmature flew over on Aug 22nd (GJW). 

Staines Res, two dark-phase adults flew SE at 09.45 hrs on Aug 22nd 
(AVM, DJMs, PN). 

Beddington SF, two, one light-phase, one dark-phase flew E in torrential rain on 
Aug 22nd. These birds were accompanied by a third unidentified skua thought to 
perhaps be a Pomarine (BBR). 


Four records of six birds; all records fell between Aug 22nd and Oct 22nd 
- a typical pattern. The three sightings on Aug 22nd occurred on a day of north- 
easterly winds with heavy showers. 


- Arctic Skua in the London Area 1945 to 1993 
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This histogram shows the occurence of all Arctic Skuas in the London Area since 
1945 (but a single unseasonal February record is omitted). The species is 
clearly rare in spring with only a handful of records in April and May and there 
is a defined autumn peak from mid-August to late September which halts 
dramatically in early October with only very few records in October and early 
November. 
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Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus 


The eighth London record and almost an exact repeat of the September 1990 
record when a juvenile was at the same locality. This bird had a damaged foot 
which seemed to hinder it somewhat as it spent most time flapping along the 
bank supporting itself on one leg. Despite this it survived well enough and was 
much appreciated by its many visitors. It was a particularly interesting bird 
since, although only the two outermost primary shafts were white, it showed 
some extensive white bases to the primaries on the upperwing - a feature not 
normally associated with this species. This is discussed at greater length in 
Birding World 6:403-4. 


Wm Girling Res, a juvenile on Sept 8th moved to the adjacent King George V 
Res on Sept 9th, where it remained until Sept 23rd (PJV et al) - see photographs 
opposite page 64. 


Skua sp 
Warlingham, four flew NE over Limpsfield Road at 20.00 on May 9th (BH). 


Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 


About 29 birds were recorded this year, a slight decline on the approximate total 
of 44 in 1992. The usual bias towards the eastern half of our Area was changed 
with records divided fairly evenly between east and west. The table below 
documents the approximate annual totals for the last 11 years and strongly 
suggests that the numbers occurring in London have almost reached a plateau 
(ignoring the rather obvious peak in 1992). It is perhaps surprising that we are 
not seeing a continuing increase since winter flocks across the English Channel 
at Boulougne have reached 600 in recent winters. Although well established as 
a breeding bird in England numbers remain very small. 


Year 1993 1992). 1991, 91990; * 1989 «1988: 1987) 1986" T9da) Rees 
Totals 29 a4 30 18 28 a2 24 21 9 S 9 


Aveley Landfill, single adults on Mar 8th and July 2nd (GRE, SRP). Berwick 
Ponds, a first-winter on Feb 28th (MKD). King George V Res, a second-winter 
on Noy 3rd (PJV). Rainham Marsh, a second-summer on Sept 12th (MKD, SRP) 
and a first-winter on Nov 8th (SRP). Walthamstow Res, an adult on Dec 19th 
(PL). Wm Girling Res, an adult on Jan 14th (SCr), a second-winter on Jan 17th 
(SCr), adults on Jan 31st (JG, DL) and Feb 22nd (SCr) and a first-winter on 
Dec 21st (PJV). 

Hilfield Park Res, a second-winter on Oct 29th (GSE), a first-winter on Nov 
14th (JFe, GSE, SHM), a first-winter and adult on Dec 26th (JFe,GSE) and a 
first-winter on Dec 27th (GJW). St Albans, a first-winter on Mar 8th (RES). 
Brent Res, a juvenile for ten minutes on Aug 15th (ASMS). Edmonton, an adult 
on Salisbury West School playing fields on Jan 24th (SCr). Ponders End Lake, 
second-winter birds on Jan 17th - also seen on Wm Girling (Essex) - and Feb 
16th (SCr). Staines Moor, a first-winter on Oct 16th (DJMs). Staines Res, an 
adult on Dec 3rd (CL). 2 
Horton Fields, a first-winter on Oct 10th (AVM). Queen Mother Res, a second- 
winter on Mar 14th and a first-winter on Oct 21st (CDRH). 


BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1993 71 


S Beddington SF, a second-winter on Mar 13th, an adult on July 7th and first- 


winter birds on Sept 5th and Nov 10th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, a second-winter 
on Nov 5th (JKCG). New Addington, a second-winter on Jan 23rd (TW). 
Wimbledon Park Lake, a first-winter on Oct 2nd (MD). 


1990 Additional Records 
E Nazeing GP, a first-winter on Mar 8th and 9th (ADW). 
M Alma Road, Ponders End, an adult on Feb 10th (SCr). 
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Little Gull Larus minutus 


After the rather disappointing totals of the last two years there was a distinct 
return to form this year with the number of bird/days reaching an impressive 
741 and the minimum number of birds involved were 201. In terms of birds 
involved it was the third best ever year. In direct. contrast to recent years birds 
were distributed more evenly across the Area, with 57% of all bird/days falling 
in the Essex sector. Only 15% of bird/days occurred in the spring, with a massive 
73% falling within the month of September. The table below shows the number 
of bird/days and approximate number of birds that have occurred in London 
during tke last 11 years. 


Year 1993" 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986. 1985 1984 1983 
Bird/days (ALG AD ROSS. sAl4te (823e) 279" 7/385 eal OS ee S99 ye a7 9 
Birds _ 201 9245-50) 307 102 8407 74 Ty 1S) 68 


The first bird of the year was one at Holmethorpe SP on Feb 14th, followed by 
the first birds of the spring at Staines Res on Mar 23rd and 24th. Spring passage 
was fairly subdued with the best flocks being 15 at Fishers Green and 14 at 
Nazeing GP, both on Apr 24th and seven on May 1st at Staines Res, with overall 
totals fairly evenly divided between east and west. There were the usual 
midsummer birds at Staines from mid-July onwards. Numbers began to build 
up from the end of August with eight at Staines on Aug 29th; peak passage took 
place during mid-September, the best counts were 30 at King George V Res on 
Sept 17th and 11 at Staines on Sept 18th - no counts away from these two sites 
reached double figures. The were a few October records with the most interesting 
of these being a group of five birds feeding over farmland at Horton with Black- 
headed Gulls. The last birds of the year were in November with singles at 
Holmethorpe SP on 3rd, Staines on 5th, Barn Elms Res on 16th, Wraysbury Res 
on 18th and lastly at Littlebrook PS on 29th. The table below shows the bird/day 
distribution by month and county. All records are given, but summarised for 
Staines and King George V/Wm Girling reservoirs. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov _ Dec Totals 


Essex - - - 33 8 - - Lele 72 1 - - 425 
Herts - - - 2, - - - - 1 - - - 3 
Middx - - 2 26 37 - 7 42 138 2 2 - 256 
Bucks - - - - - - - - 7] - - if 
Kent - - - 1 - - - - 20 - 1 - 22 
Surrey - 1 - - 3 - - 2 16 2 2 - 26 


Totals - 1 2 62 48 - 7 95° (547. 12 5 - 741 


WZ 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 58 FOR 1993 





Fishers Green, 15 on Apr 24th, three on 25th, one on May 12th and 13th. Grays, 
one on Sept 14th. King George V Res, two from Aug 28th to 31st, “100 birds 
moved through this site between Sept 1st and Oct 11th’ with peaks of 25 on 
Sept 14th and 15th, 27 on Sept 16th, 30 on Sept 17th and 35 on Sept 22nd. 
Nazeing GP, 14 on Apr 24th. Rainham Marsh, three on May 8th, two on May 
15th. West Thurrock, singles on May 2nd and Sept 11th. Wm Girling Res, one 
on Apr 25th, three on Aug 30th, two on Sept 3rd, five on Sept 13th, nine on Sept 
14th, three on Sept 16th, 19 on Sept 17th, 26 on Sept 18th, 21 on Sept 22nd, two 
on Sept 30th. 

Amwell GP, one on Apr 22nd. Broxbourne GP, one on Sept 18th. Hilfield Park 
Res, one on Apr 27th. 

Perry Oaks SF, one on May 15th, two on Sept 10th, one on Sept 13th. Queen 
Mary Res, one on Apr 10th, four on Aug 28th, six on Sept 10th, three on Sept 
11th, five on Sept 16th. Staines Res, one on Mar 23rd, another on Mar 24th, one 
on Apr 17th, three from Apr 24th to 28th, two on Apr 29th, four on Apr 30th, 
seven on May Ist, then present almost continuously until May 29th with peaks 
of four on 5th and three on 10th; up to two birds present from July 17th to Aug 
22nd, four on Aug 24th; then present almost continuously from Aug 24th to 
Sept 25th, with peaks of eight on 29th, seven on 30th, eight on Sept 11th, seven 
on 12th, eight on 13th, 16th, ten on 17th, 11 on 18th, ten on 21st, 12 on 22nd, 
then singles on Oct 2nd, 3rd and Nov 5th. Wraysbury Res, one on Nov 18th. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, three flew NE on May 20th, one flew W on Aug 
2nd (ARD). 

Horton Fields, five on Oct 10th were feeding over ploughed fields. Queen Mother 
Res, two on Oct 9th. 

Littlebrook PS, two on Sept 13th, five on Sept 14th, one on Sept 16th, two from 
Sept 18th to 21st, one on Nov 29th. Swanscombe Marsh, four on Sept 14th. 
Thamesmead, one on Apr 14th. 

Barn Elms Res, one on Sept 13th, six on Sept 14th, five on Sept 15th, one on 
Nov 16th. Beddington SF, singles on Aug 17th and Sept 14th, two on Sept 15th, 
19th and Oct 6th. Holmethorpe SP, one on Feb 14th. Island Barn Res, singles 
from May 14th to 16th and on Nov 3rd. Walton Res, two on Aug 27th. 
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Sabine’s Gull Larus sabini 


There had only been four London records up to 1987, when a huge invasion of 
about 64 birds took place, followed by three more records in 1988 and one in 
1989, so this striking pelagic gull remains a real inland prize. The previous 
earliest London record was Sept 11th. 


Rainham Marsh, a juvenile flew up-river at 13.5S5hrs on Sept 4th (MKD). 


Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 


The available counts from the gull roost census in January were (1983 totals in 
parentheses): 25,000 at Wm Girling Res (35,000), 25,255 at Hilfield Park Res 
(25,037), 40,201 at Queen Elizabeth II Res (79,077), 8,000 at King George V 
Res (20,000). The count of 40,000 at Queen Elizabeth II Res is the highest 
London count since 50,000 were counted at Wraysbury Res in December 1988; 
however both these counts fall well short of the 79,000 counted at the former 
site in January 1983 (the last gull roost census). All counts of 1,500 or more, the 
highest counts in Inner London and records of abnormally plumaged birds are 
given. - 


Barking Bay, a leucistic bird on Aug 17th. King George V Res, 8,000 on Jan 
23rd. Nazeing GP, 5,800 on Jan 24th, 4,000 on Dec 9th. Rainham Marsh, 14,000 
on Jan 1st, 9,000 on Jan 16th, 6,000 on Feb 13th, 5,000 on Mar 6th, 3,500 on 
Nov 13th, 6,000 on Dec Sth and 10,000 on Dec 28th. West Thurrock, 3,000 on 
Jan 16th. Wm Girling Res, 25,000 on Jan 23rd; a leucistic bird on Feb 8th. 
Hilfield Park Res, 25,255 on Jan 23rd, 12,000 on Dec 27th also leucistic birds 
from Jan 9th to Mar 6th and on Oct 30th with two on Nov 14th; the January bird 
was almost completely white. Inner London: Kensington Gardens, 200 on Feb 
23rd. 

Dartford and Crayford Marsh, c3,000 on Dec 5th. Thamesmead, c2,500 on Nov 
7th. 

Barn Elms Res, 7,000 on Jan 23rd. Beddington SF, 3,500 on Nov 26th. 
Holmethorpe SP, leucistic birds on Jan 8th and Nov 20th. Queen Elizabeth II 
Res, 40,201 on Jan 23rd. Inner London: River Thames at Bankside, 351 on Feb 
22nd. Burgess Park, 95 on Mar 3rd. Embankment, SW1, 100 on Sept 13th. 


Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 


The Uxbridge bird was back for its fourth winter and proved as reliable as ever; 
the preciseness of its return and departure dates since it first arrived are quite 
remarkable - all return dates falling between Nov 8th and 15th and all departure 
dates falling between Mar 3rd and 12th, an almost metronomic consistency. 
The discovery of two birds in the Lea Valley during the late winter/early spring 
period was notable - the sixth and seventh London records - and full credit to the 
observers involved. Both birds proved to be transients, not returning the 
following winter. 


Ponders End Lake, a third-winter/adult on Jan 24th and Feb 11th (SCr et al) 
and a different bird, an adult, from Apr 8th to 11th (IK et al). Enfield Playing 
Fields, the third-winter/adult, first seen at Ponders End, from Feb 13th to Mar 7th 
(SCr et al). Rockingham Recreation Ground, Uxbridge, the regular adult from Nov 
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15th 1992 remained until Mar 9th and returned for its fourth winter on Nov 8th 
remaining into 1994 (SY et al); this bird was also seen on several occasions at the 
nearby Greenway School playing fields. 


1991 Correction 
The departure date of the Uxbridge bird was Mar 3rd, not Apr 3rd as published. 


Common Gull Larus canus 


The available counts from the gull roost census in January were (1983 totals in 
parentheses): 4,000 at Wm Girling Res (12,000), 2,870 at Hilfield Park Res 
(2,753), 1,826 at Queen Elizabeth II Res (911), 550 at King George V Res 
(100). Highest counts in each county and significant Inner London records are 
given below. 


Hainault Forest, 500 on Jan 16th, 310 on Jan 30th and 400 on Nov 14th. Havering 
CP, 400 on Jan 31st. King George V Res, 550 on Jan 23rd. Nazeing GP, 240 on 
Jan 24th, 750 on Dec 9th. Rainham Marsh, 2,000 on Jan 1st, 1,200 on Jan 16th, 
800 on Feb 13th, 1,700 on Mar 6th, 600 on Nov 13th, 500 on Dec 12th and 
1,200 on Dec 28th. Wm Girling Res, 4,000 on Jan 23rd. 

Amwell GP, 150 on Mar 12th. Brookmans Park, 220 on Jan 17th, 130 on Feb 
7th. Hilfield Park Res, 2,870 on Jan 23rd, 2,000 on Dec 27th. 

Middlesex Filter Beds, c500 in mid-March. Inner London: Regent’s Park, 
recorded from January to March, July and October. 

Danson Park, 40 on Jan 1st. Dartford Marsh, 33 on Dec 5th. Foots Cray Meadows, 
77 on Feb 14th. Ruxley GP, 26 on Nov 26th... 

Buckland SP, 81 on Dec 4th. Cannon Hill, c50 on Mar 7th. Long Ditton, 32 on 
Mar 13th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 1,826 on Jan 23rd. Raynes Park area, 75 on 
Mar 7th. Richmond Park, 42 on Dec 19th. Walton Res, 50 on Jan 23rd. 
Woodmansterne, 60 on Mar 11th. Inner London: River Thames at Westminster 
and Lambeth, recorded in small numbers from January to April and from October 
to December, with one record on Sept 13th. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 


The only useful comparative count during the gull roost census was 300 at Queen 
Elizabeth II Res, a decline from the 1,822 in January 1983. At least four pairs 
bred in Inner London, with perhaps another six pairs nesting - a good year and it 
seems likely that the breeding population is slowly increasing, although it is 
obviously a difficult species to census bearing in mind its rather inaccessible 
breeding sites. No counts exceeded 1,000 all counts over 100 are listed below 
(or the highest county counts if these were lower), as well as details of breeding 
birds in Inner London. 


Aveley Landfill, 100 in April, 250 in May, 200 in June and July and 100 in 
September. Dagenham Chase, 126 on Oct 23rd. Nazeing GP, 227 on Sept 26th, 
460 on Oct 24th, 320 on Dec 9th. Rainham Marsh, 100 in May, 250 in June, 
400 in July, 350 in August, 120 in September, 250 in October and 100 in 
December. Wm Girling Res, 1,000 on Jan 23rd. 

Amwell GP, 300 on Sept 7th, 400 on Sept 8th, 250 on Oct 7th, 200 on Oct 15th. 
Hilfield Park Res, 275 on Sept 1st, 551 on Sept 23rd. : 
Broadwater GP, 200 on Oct 30th. Inner London: Angel, two birds on rooftop in 
White Lion Street on June 9th; a total of seven birds in this area. Euston Square, 
one pair nested. Kensington Gardens, ten on Mar 29th was the highest count; up 
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to two adults were seen during the breeding season; an adult on Nov Ist had 
pink legs. King’s Cross development area, at least two pairs bred. Liverpool 
Street area, EC2, present all year, maximum of 15 in May. Old Burlington St, 
W1, one pair present on high rooftop between April and July. Regent’s Park, at 
least one pair nested nearby. Whitehall, up to four birds present during the summer 
Dartford Marsh, 50 on Nov 6th. Jubilee Park, 45 on July 13th. Thamesmead, 86 
on Nov 7th. These were the highest county counts. 

Island Barn Res, 81 on Aug 7th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 300 on Jan 23rd. Inner 
London: River Thames at Westminster and Lambeth, recorded every month in 
small numbers; highest count was seven on Apr 28th. 


Herring Gull Larus argentatus 


The available counts from the gull roost census in January were (1983 totals in 
parentheses): 2,000 at Wm Girling Res (3,000), 864 at Queen Elizabeth II Res 
(2,280) and 350 at King George V Res (2,000). At least eight pairs bred, although 
at least one of these failed, and this represents the best year yet; as with the 
preceding species it is clearly slowly increasing as a breeding bird in London. 
Winter counts were disappointing, with levels similar to the poor levels of 1992. 
All counts over 100 (or highest county counts where these were lower), as well 
as details of breeding birds in Inner London are given. 


King George V Res, 350 on Jan 23rd. Nazeing GP, 200 on Jan 24th, 280 on Oct 
24th, 250 on Dec 9th, 700 on Dec 13th. Rainham Marsh, 350 on Jan 16th, 500 
on Mar 6th, 150 on May 8th, 100 on Oct 3rd, 400 on Nov 13th; a leucistic bird 
on Aug 7th. Wm Girling Res, 2,000 on Jan 23rd. 

Amwell GP, 350 on Oct 15th. The highest count elsewhere was 50 at Hilfield 
Park Res on Dec 27th. 

Broadwater GP, 500 on Oct 30th. Inner London: Camden High Street, NW1, at 
least one pair bred. Euston Road, NW1, one pair nested on the University 
buildings. King’s Cross development, at least three pairs raised young and several 
other nests were observed; up to six pairs have nested in recent years. Regent’s 
Park, at least one pair bred on buildings close to the park. Whitehall, SW1, at 
least one pair bred raising two young. St James’s Park, a colour-ringed bird on 
Mar 27th had been ringed as a nestling at a rooftop site in Bristol. St Pancras 
Church, one pair nested but failed to rear any young. 

The highest submitted count was 13 at Littlebrook PS on Dec 4th. 

Holmethorpe SP, 500 in late December. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 864 on Jan 
23rd. 


0592.02 Yellow-legged Herring Gull 


The Lower Thames in east London remains the stronghold for this continental 
migrant; August is far and away the best month, with lesser peaks in July and 
September. Totals at Swanscombe were well down on the 1992 peak of 105 and 
only Rainham boasted a flock over 100 with 130 on Aug 7th. No count away 
from the Thames reached double figures. All records are given in the table below 
in the form of monthly peak counts at each site. 


Observers are reminded that Yellow-legged Herring Gull in the LBR refers to 
southern/eastern sub-species of the herring gull complex (usually L.a. michahellis 
or cachinnans). Would observers please make sure that the records they submit 
under this category are really Yellow-legged Herring Gulls (by checking the 
relevant plumage details) and not northern sub-species with yellow legs. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Aveley Landfill - - - 1 - 1 a oe - e s 
Dagenham Chase 2 - = = - 2 cs 
Nazeing GP 5 - - - = : - : : 2 
Rainham Marsh 2 - - - - 10 50 6130 15 5 1 
West Thurrock - - - - - - 1 18 12 6 1 : 
Wm Girling Res 8 1 - - . - - - - : 2 2 
Amwell GP - - = - - = - = 2 2 = 3 
Hilfield Park Res - : - - - - = = : = 1 = 
Rye Meads - - - - - : : = 1 = 2s 
Hampstead Heath - - - - = - = > : = 2 
Ponders End Lake 1 - - - - - = - - Z - 2 
Queen Mary Res - - 3 : 3 E . 2 
Staines Res - - = = - 2 = 7 
Dartford Marsh - - - = = E 1 3 
Swanscombe - = - - = 2 2 24 
Barn Elms Res 6 2 iff - - - 3 1 
Beddington SF 1 - = - i s E s. = 
Holmethorpe SP - - - = : = 
Thames/Barnes - 2 - = : z = 1 
Thames/Kew - - - - : - = = E 2 
Others 1 - - 1 : - - 5 2 1 1 1 
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Inner London: Regent’s Park, one sub-adult on Aug 7th. 


Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 


Wm Girling Res, an adult from Feb 6th to 8th together with a first-winter on 
Feb 7th (SC7r). 

Brent Res, a first-winter on Feb 8th (WGn, RJW), perhaps the same bird seen at 
Wm Girling Res. 


Two or three birds maintains the recent average; the last blank year was in 1989. 
January and February are the peak months for the ghostly gull. 


Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 


Aveley Landfill, a first-winter on Jan 4th and an adult on Jan 16th (GRE, SRP). 
Wm Girling Res, a first-winter on Feb 27th (SCr ACy) was also seen on the 
adjacent King George V Res. - 

Walton Res, an adult on Feb 9th (SAs). 

Four birds is in line with the average of the last five years, however this is well 
down on the average for the years from 1985-88 of nearly 14. 


Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 


Although undoubtedly under-recorded this large gull is the least common of all 
the regular gulls in London, but recent totals are suggestive of a decline. The 
only useful comparative count available this year was the 200 at Queen Elizabeth 
II Res, compared with 188 in January 1983. Breeding totals around the coast of 
Britain have declined by about 10% over the last 20 years. All counts of ten or 
more and all Inner London records are given. 


Aveley Landfill, up to 50 between September and December. Nazeing GP, 83 on 
Dec 10th, 200 on Dec 13th. Rainham Marsh, 175 on Jan 16th, 120 on Mar 6th, 
100 on Dec 27th. 
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Hilfield Park Res, ten on Dec 27th. 

Broadwater GP, 65 on Oct 30th. Staines Res, 51 on Jan 30th. Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, singles on Nov 8th and Dec 12th. 

Crayford Marsh, ten on June 20th. Dartford Marsh, 16 on Jan 2nd, ten on Apr 
18th, 12 on May 8th, 24 on June 6th, 28 on Sept 13th, 12 on Oct 25th, 27 on 
Nov 8th, 85 on Dec 5th. Forest Hill, 12 flew NNE on May 10th. Thamesmead, 
18 on Nov 7th. 

Beddington SF, 27 on Jan 7th. Claygate, 15 on Jan 28th. Queen Elizabeth II 
Res, 246 on Jan 23rd. Thorpe Park, 37 on Nov 21st. Walton Res, 161 on Jan 
15th, 200 on Jan 23rd. Inner London: Thames Embankment, SW1, one on Sept 
13th. River Thames at Lambeth Bridge, one during October and November. 


Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 


Overall there were 26 records of about 1,129 birds. However these totals were 
greatly inflated by an influx of 1,100 birds on Jan 25th and excluding these there 
were 21 records of 29 birds, with records evenly spread throughout the year. The 
huge influx on Jan 25th started with 20 over Tyttenhanger, followed by a count 
of 238 moving SW over Barn Elms Res between 12.15 and 13.30 hrs. With 
several observers alerted to the possibility of an invasion further groups were 
seen over Staines (120) and Mortlake (70-80). However these were all eclipsed 
by the monstrous collection of 642 at Queen Mother Res that built up from 
14.45 hrs until dusk. It seems likely that if it had not been a Monday wider 
evidence of movement across the Area would have been detected. Storms in the 
North Sea on the previous two days clearly had the effect of funnelling birds into 
the Thames estuary and thence across London. Previous large movements have 
been: 128 over Barn Elms on Mar 25th 1986, 150 at various sites on Apr 28th 
1985 and 187 at various sites on Feb 22nd 1959 - all groups were moving west 
or south-west. All records are given and refer to adults unless stated. 


King George V Res, two on Apr 24th (PJV). Walthamstow Res, one on May 
31st (PL). West Thurrock, one on Feb 6th, two on May 2nd, four (one immature) 
on May 8th, five on Oct 23rd (PJV). 

Amwell GP, one on Mar 19th (MHs). Batchworth Lake, one on June 19th and 
20th (HB et al). Hilfield Park Res, singles on Mar 18th and May 31st (SHM). 
Tyttenhanger GP, 20 flew SW over on Jan 25th (GJW). 

Queen Mary Res, one on Dec 19th (BH). Staines Res, c120 soaring high to the 
S at 15.30 hrs on Jan 25th (DJMs, PN), one on May 13th (KLP), one on Sept 5th 
(JAT). Wraysbury Res, one on Jan 27th (SAs). Inner London: Regent’s Park, 
five flew W on Aug 2nd at 05.30 hrs (ARD). 

Queen Mother Res, 642 counted between 14.45 hrs and dusk on Jan 25th 
(CDRH). 

Barn Elms Res, 238 flew SW between 12.15 and 13.30 hrs on Jan 25th (NPS), 
one on May 31st (per KFB). Beddington SF, singles on Jan 25th (IRB), Feb 1st, 
Mar 15th and Dec 24th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one on Apr 24th (PK). Mortlake, 
70-80 flew WSW on Jan 25th (RBH). Richmond, an immature picked up in 
Sheen Road on Jan 17th (SJ) was taken into care but died on 19th (per RSPCA). 
Inner London: Lurline Gardenss, SW11, an adult on Jan 31st and a first-winter 
on Feb 1st (RK). 
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Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 


A slightly below average year with 26 records of 60 birds. Records were fairly 
evenly divided between the spring (11) and the autumn (15), with no large flocks 
this year - the best being nine at Amwell GP. All records are given. 


Dagenham Chase, one on Apr 15th (KB). Fairlop, one on May 11th (AAB). 
King George V Res, three on Aug 18th (PJV). Rainham Marsh, two flew upriver 
on Aug 22nd (MKD). West Thurrock, two on Aug 29th (PJV). Wm Girling 
Res, one flew S on Sept 16th (JF). 

Amwell GP, nine flew S on Sept 12th and two on Sept 25th (GJW). 

Staines Res, singles on Apr 17th (DJMs), Apr 20th (IGJ) and Apr 24th (PN), 
two flew S on Sept 3rd (PN), one on Sept 9th (DJMs), one flew SE on Sept 13th 
(CJH) and one on Sept 15th at 18.10 hrs (CL,AVM). Inner London: River Thames 
at London Bridge, two on Aug 27th (MAH). 

Swanscombe Marsh, two on Sept 14th (PBr). Thamesmead, seven on Sept 15th 
(NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, two on Apr 24th (JPPW), eight on Apr 26th (FJM), four on Aug 
22nd briefly before flying off W (JG/, NPS). Beddington SF, one on Apr 24th, 
three on Sept 14th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one on Apr 11th (GWJH), two on 
Apr 24th (PK). Walton Res, one on May 12th (SJS). 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo 


Yet another record year with a minimum of 145 pairs, 90 of which reared a 
minimum total of 137 young. Clearly these are minimum totals, but using these 
the productivity is close to 1.5 young per pair, so extrapolating from that reaches 
a likely minimum figure of over 200 young reared this year. Rather disturbingly 
the spectre of egg stealing raised its ugly head again this year with further, quite 
pointless, raids on the Rye Meads colony. All breeding records are given below; 
passage records are summarised under 0615/0616. 


Belhus Woods CP, one pair summered. Berwick Ponds, one pair bred. Dagenham 
Chase, one pair summered. Waltham Abbey, one pair bred. Walthamstow Res, 
15 pairs bred. Weald Park, one pair present between Apr 21st and May 16th. 
Amwell GP, nine pairs bred. Cheshunt GP, six pairs nested rearing 12 young. 
Rye Meads, 34 pairs bred rearing 56 young, but success was hampered by egg 
thieves. Stocker’s Lake, six pairs raised 13 young. Tyttenhanger GP, one pair 
probably bred: 
Brent Res, 15 pairs bred. Moorhall GP, at least two pairs raised four young. 
Staines Res, between 41 and 46 pairs raised at least 50 young. Wraysbury Res, 
four pairs bred. 

Thorney CP, one pair may have bred. 

Thamesmead, one pair summered. 

Lonsdale Road Res, one pair raised two young. Queen Elizabeth II Res, ten 
pairs bred. 


0615/0616 Common/Arctic Tern 


As expected spring passage was unspectacular and, not surprisingly, most of 
the large counts were confined to breeding localities. The autumn passage was 
disappointing with no large movements noted this year, the best counts being 
147 at Barn Elms Res on Aug 14th and 103 at Littlebrook PS outflow on Aug 23rd. 
The demise of the West Thurrock power station, and its outflow, will have 
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a dramatic effect on tern passage on the Lower Thames. Passage records of 
Common Terns are summarised here, together with unspecified observations of 
Common/Arctic Terns. 


April: The first bird of the year was at Fishers Green on 4th, closely followed by 
six at Island Barn Res on 6th. Further birds followed on 9th with three at Amwell 
GP and six at King George V Res and singles at Dagenham Chase and 
Broadwater GP on 10th. By 12th at least 25 were at Fishers Green, rising to 30 
on 20th when there were 22 at Staines Res, with 30 at the latter site on 22nd. 
The only significant count after this was 74 at Fishers Green on 26th. 


May: There was no clear evidence of any passage during the month; a count of 20 
at Rainham clearly related to birds breeding in London. 


July: Numbers began to build up along the Thames from 20th with 17 at 
Littlebrook (now the only power station outflow on the Thames in the London 
Area following the closure of West Thurrock) rising-to 42 on 22nd. A count of 30 at 
Broadwater GP on 24th clearly related to locally bred birds. 


August: Although normally the peak month for passage, totals this year were 
disappointing. A count of 21 at Queen Mary Res was the first significant flock, 
followed by 14 at Littlebrook on 7th, which increased dramatically to 96 on 
10th and then 106 on 12th. A remarkably isolated movement of 147 birds flying 
west at Barn Elms on 14th was not reflected elsewhere. By 20th 50 were at 
Purfleet and 45 were at Rainham on 22nd, when 40 flew north at Staines; the 
outflow at Littlebrook mustered 103 on 23rd with 30 the next day at King George 
V Res. 


September: The first count of any note was 20, again at King George V, although 
the emphasis swung back to the Lower Thames on 13th with 60 at Grays, 51 at 
Littlebrook and ten at Thamesmead, although there were 25 at Queen Mary, 


- with 40 at Swanscombe on 14th. Finally 20 were still at Littlebrook on 18th. 


October: Three birds at Littlebrook on Ist and five at Beddington SF on 2nd 
were the last flocks to be seen. Apart from one at Nazeing GP on 7th, the last 
birds of the year were on 9th with singles at King George V Res, Stocker’s Lake 
and Wraysbury GP. 


Inner London: Camley Street Natural Park, three on May 17th. Grand Union 
Canal at Delamere Terrace, W2, singles on May 25th and July 25th. Regent’s 
Canal, singles on many dates in June and July. Regent’s Park, 12 flew NE on 
May 11th, singles on June 10th, July 2nd, 19th, 20th and 22nd. 

Inner London: River Thames at Tower Bridge, five on May Ist, four on Aug 
25th, two on Sept 7th. River Thames at London Bridge, two on Aug 27th. 


1991 Additional Record 
Nazeing GP, three on Apr 10th equal the published first date in LBR 56. 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 


Another poor year with a total of 90 bird/days. The spring total of 64 was slightly 
up on last year’s figure of 36, but the autumn total of 26 was well down on 113 
last year. The best spring count was a mere nine at Staines Res on May 3rd; 
apart from seven at Hilfield Park Res, no more than two were seen together 
during the autumn. The first bird of the year was at Nazeing GP on Apr 7th and 
the last of the year was at Beddington SF on Sept 14th. 
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Fishers Green, one on Apr 20th, four on Apr 24th, two on Apr 25th (SCr), three 
on May 2nd (GJW), three on Aug 22nd (ACy). Grays, two on Sept 13th (SRP). 
King George V Res, singles on Aug 11th and from Aug 29th to 30th (PJV). 
Nazeing GP, singles on Apr 7th (MHs) and Apr 17th (GJW). Purfleet, singles 
on Aug 20th (MKD) and Sept 4th (JWG). Rainham Marsh, one on May 8th 
(SRP). Wm Girling Res, two on May 9th (BR), one on June 23rd was also seen 
on King George V Res (SC7). 

Amwell GP, one on May 2nd and seven on Aug 22nd (GJW). Hilfield Park Res, 
two on Apr 29th (SHM), two on May 6th (GSE, SHM), one on May 8th and 9th 
(GSE, SHM) and one on Aug 9th (SHM). 

Brent Res, one on May Ist, four on Aug 22nd (ASMS et al). Ponders End Lake, 
one on Apr 24th (ACy, SCr). Queen Mary Res, three on Aug 30th (AVM), two 
on Sept 5th (AVM, PN), three on Sept 13th (CL). Staines Res, one on Apr 20th 
(IGJ), eight on May 2nd (DJMs, PN), nine on May 3rd (PN), two on May 4th 
(CJH) and 5th (CL), singles on May 8th and 11th (CL, DJMs), two on May 14th 
and 21st (CL, DJMs), one on May 22nd and 23rd (DJMs), two on Aug 10th 
(PN), two on Sept 9th (CL, DJMs) and one on Sept 10th (AVM). 

Barn Elms Res, two flew W on Sept 13th (NPS). Beddington SF, singles on Apr 
20th, 25th, May 8th and Sept 14th (BBR). 


1991 Additional Record 
Nazeing GP, three on Apr 26th (ADW). 


Little Tern Sterna albifrons 


After three better than average years a total of seven records of 12 birds this year 
represents a distinct downturn and in fact is the poorest since 1982, when only 
six birds were seen. The table below documents all birds and records for the last 
12 years and is followed by all 1993 records given under respective counties. 


Year 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 1983 1982 
Records 7 16 18 14 9 9 10, 15 14 9 11 6 
Birds 12 45 28 37 11 14 43 18 29 19 17 6 


Fishers Green, one on Apr 25th (ACy, PJL), two on Aug 5th (TJH). Hall Marsh, 
one on June 4th (TJH). 

Queen Mary Res, three on May 23rd (DJMs). Staines Res, one on May 23rd 
(FRC, DJMs). 

Beddington SF, three on Apr 25th, one on June Ist (BBR). 


Little Tern in the London Area 1945 to 1993 
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The histogram above shows the occurrence of all Little Tern records in the London 
Area since 1945. There is an obvious and short spring peak in late April/early 
May which tails off through May and June with a few mid-summer records. 
Autumn passage is less sharply defined with a peak in August but the distribution 
of records throughout August and September is reasonably consistent. 


Black Tern Chlidonias niger 


After the phenomenal autumn passage in 1992 this year saw a return to more 
normal levels; in fact the total of 431 bird/days is probably above average. There 
was a much better spring passage this year with some good flocks of 29 at 
Staines Res, 26 at Beddington SF and 22 at Barn Elms Res - all on 11th. The 
autumn passage was quite subdued, the best flock being eight at Queen Mary 
Res on Aug 28th. The table below shows the bird/day distribution by month and 
county and is followed by a monthly summary of records 


Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Totals 
Essex 2 86 it - - 25 - 114 
Herts 9 73 - - = - - 82 
Middx 16 97 - - 12 25 - 149 
Bucks - - - . - - - - 
Kent - - - - . 4 . 4 
Surrey 2, 76 4 - - - - 82 
Totals 29 332 5 - 12 ap) - 431 


April: The first two birds were at Staines Res on Apr 11th, but there were no 
more until a small flurry that commenced on 24th with one at Fishers Green and 
two at Staines, two more at Barn Elms Res on 26th and nine at Hilfield Park Res 
and two at Wm Girling Res on 27th. 


May: A single bird was at Brent Res on Ist, followed by one at Staines Res on 
Ath, rising to three on 5th. Further singles were at Hilfield Park Res on 7th and 
Queen Mary Res on 8th, with 15 on the latter date at Staines. On 10th singles 
were at Fishers Green and Amwell GP and two at Beddington SF, these were 
the precursors to the best passage of the spring which, encouraged by south- 
easterly winds, commenced on 11th with 29 at Staines, 26 at Beddington SF, 22 at 
Barn Elms, 16 each at Hilfield Park and Nazeing GP, nine at Amwell GP and 
seven at Stocker’s Lake. Further peaks the following day, which may have 
involved recirculating birds, included 18 at King George V Res, 15 at Amwell 
and 12 at Fishers Green. The next day, 13th, 17 were at Staines, 16 at 
Walthamstow Res and ten at Hilfield Park. Apart from singles at Staines and 
Island Barn Res on 14th, the only other birds after this were singles at Barn 
Elms on 19th and at King George V Res on 26th. 


June: The usual haphazard midsummer records all involved single birds at Barn 
Elms on 4th, 18th and 21st, Beddington SF on 18th and Dagenham Chase on 
29th. There were no July records. 


82 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 58 FOR 1993 





DE 


August: A very dull month, particularly compared with 1992, involved only 
singles at Staines on 14th, Queen Mary on 21st and 22nd. The latter site mustered 
eight on 28th when there was also one at Staines. 


September: The first record of the month was one at King George V on 6th, 
followed by three at Staines the next day (until 12th). Another arrived at King 
George V on 9th and four were at Queen Mary on 10th. The final passage of the 
autumn started on 13th with six at Wm Girling, six at Grays (astonishingly the 
first records of the year along the Thames in east London) and three at Dartford. 
Up to three birds were at several sites over the next few days, with the last 
sighting of the year being one at Staines on 21st. 


M._ Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on May 12th, stayed for six hours (ARD). 
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Guillemot Uria aalge 


The first record since 1991 and only the fourth in the last six years; the status of 
this auk is slowly returning to its less than annual position prior to the influxes 
of the mid-1980s. 


Essex/Middx Filter Beds, Lea Bridge, one on Oct 10th flew up the River Lea, 
circled the filter beds and then headed off E (SW). 


Little Auk Alle alle 


There have been only four records in the last five years, but 15 in the last 11 
years, so it has become less common in recent years. Seven of these 15 records 
have fallen in the October/November period so this was on a typical date. 


Stanstead Abbotts, one on Oct 15th was picked up on the A414 Stanstead Abbotts 
by-pass and handed into the ‘dog-pound’ at Ware. It was ringed and released 
the following day at Southwold, Suffolk, where it flew strongly out to sea (MHs 
et al) - see photographs opposite page 65. 


Feral Rock Dove Columba livia 


This common resident of urban and suburban areas maintained its recent spread 
to rural parts of the London Area. The largest flocks outside Inner London were:up - 
to 1,000 on farmland at Corbets Tey in August, 200 at Hainault on Oct 29th, 
300 at West Thurrock on Nov 17th, 500 at Bricketwood on Dec 1st, 200 all year 
at both Stocker’s Lake and Hampstead Heath and 600 at Watford Town Centre 
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on Oct 29th. It was widely reported from Inner London with the flock in 
Trafalgar Square area exceeding 2,000 birds at the start of the year and at least 
180 were present in the Kensington Gardens/Royal Albert Hall area for much of 
August. Again more reports of the various populations in Inner London would 
be welcomed. 


Stock Dove Columba oenas 


At least 150 pairs of this localised resident were found during the breeding 
season in about 70 localities, a slight increase on last year. There was a marked 
increase in the number reported from Bucks due to better coverage but in Surrey 
only ten pairs were found. Although there was a decrease at Hainault Forest 
from eight to five territories, at nearby Dagnam Park at least seven pairs were 
found, the observer reporting “a good year’. Other healthy population reports 
came from: Weald Park five pairs, Thorndon Park six pairs, Bricketwood eight 
pairs and Hampstead Heath 15+ pairs - an increase from ten pairs in 1992. No 
reports came from Osterley Park (20+ pairs in 1992, 15 pairs in 1991, ten pairs 
in 1990). Birds at Maple Cross and Stocker’s Lake were utilising nestboxes. 
Outside the breeding season the largest flocks included 120 at Limpsfield Chart 
on Mar 7th and 100 at Rainham Marsh on Feb 13th and 20th and 120 on Feb 
27th. Inner London records are given below. 


M/S Inner London: Kensington Gardens, at least two pairs present (RHK). Regent’s 
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Park, two pairs throughout the year, juveniles seen in August (ARD). Battersea 
Park, one on Sept 5th (RK). 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 


The large movements noted in parts of the London Area in late. 1992 were 
probably responsible for the above average numbers recorded in January and 
February. The largest counts at this time were 1,000 at Hainault on Feb 17th, 
1,200 at Bricketwood in February and 1,000 at Shenleybury on Jan 31st. 


It was widely reported in the breeding season, with breeding counts of note 
coming from Hainault Forest where 25 pairs bred (20-30 pairs in 1992), Rainham 
Marsh ten breeding pairs and Dagnam Park 12-15 pairs. 


As in 1992 the first major influx of the autumn occurred on the early date of Sept 
25th when 1,500+ were noted at Hampstead Heath. Passage continued at this site 
with 2,000 on Sept 29th, 5,000 present from Sept 30th to Oct 10th and 2,500 on 
Oct 25th. Elsewhere 800 were on farmland at Hainault in late October/early 
November whilst 493 moved S over Sydenham and 500 SW over Forest Hill on 
Oct 16th with smaller numbers noted in several other parts of the London Area 
at this time. A more general influx was noted in several areas in December - 
particularly from mid-month. Up to 1,500 were on farmland at Collier Row 
from Dec 18th to the end of the month, 1,000 at Fairlop in mid-December, 2,100 
on oilseed rape fields at Cole Green (H) on Dec 22nd and 2,500 at Coursers 
Lane Fields on Dec Sth. 


Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 


As noted in most recent years, numbers remained stable in most areas with few 
reports of any major fluctuations. It is locally common in most suburban and 
some rural parts of the London Area but remains scarce in the inner suburban 
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zone. It appears to be moving in towards Inner London from the south east (see 
Inner London records below) but there were no reports from the Middlesex sector 
of Inner London and at nearby Hampstead Heath there were only two flyover 
records all year. Small numbers are breeding in the Stratford area of Essex - the 
first indications of a spread from the east. Elsewhere there were few comments 
of any change in status apart from the Collier Row and Berwick Ponds areas of 
Essex where the species is still showing some increase in numbers. An albino 
was present at Maple Cross on May 16th while evidence for the extended breeding 
season of the species came from Bickley (K) where nesting was reported in 
February, November and December. Outside the breeding season the largest 
flocks were reported from Fishers Green, 108 on Sept 24th and 130 on Oct 7th 


~ and Corbets Tey, 50 on Aug 29th. Inner London records were as follows: 


Inner London: Battersea Park, one on Feb 2nd. Bricklayers Arms, one on Sept 
15th. New Cross Gate, one singing on June 26th. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 


The first birds of the year were at Brent Res and Park Farm, Enfield on Apr 22nd 
and many areas had their first birds within the next week. However, the main 
arrival was not until mid-May. Although the species must be under-recorded, it 
is only at the edge of the London Area that it is relatively common or widespread. 
Two areas in Herts, Old Parkbury and Bedmond, only recorded singletons during 
the year. Only in the more rural parts of Herts and Essex were larger numbers 
reported. At Berwick Ponds up to ten territories were located - a marked increase - 
on 1992 - while up to six were present at Rye Meads in late May. Few birds 
were recorded on autumn passage with the last at Dagnam Park on Sept 21st 
and Beddington SF on Sept 25th. Inner London records are given below. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on May 12th, 16th and 17th and on Sept 
17th (ARD). 


Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 


The population of the London Area remains fairly stable at around 650 birds 
reported from well over 50 localities. While the species is consolidating its 
range in Kent, Surrey, Middlesex and Bucks, it remains very scarce in Essex 
and Herts. In these counties only two records were received despite searching of 
much suitable habitat. Presumably, unknown factors are limiting further range 
expansion north of the Thames. In its strongholds in SW and SE London, several 
sizeable flocks were reported with a peak at Shepperton of 219 in December, 
only just below last year’s record count there. Estimated peak numbers for each 
county are given in the table below. | 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
1993 1 1 280 170 159 50 
1992 3 7 472 100 117 58 


Double figure flocks,. breeding records and all records from Essex, Herts and 
Inner London are given. 


Loughton, one on Dec 29th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, one on Sept 30th. 
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Present at 18 sites. Bred or probably bred at Bushy Park, Hammerstone Ferry, 
Twickenham and Staines. Shepperton, 127 on Apr 2nd, 50 on Sept 16th, 130 on 
Nov 11th, 219 on Dec 6th and 136 on Dec 10th. Sunbury, 65 flew NE on Dec 
27th. Inner London: Inverness Terrace W2, one on Apr 19th (MGI). 

Black Park, 12 on Sept 25th. Wraysbury GP, 14 on Jan 24th, 40 on July 17th, 50 
on July 30th, 170 on Aug 21st, 50+ on Sept 4th, 111 on Sept 8th and 29 on Sept 
11th. 

Present at 12 sites. Bred at Pond Wood (four pairs). Counts included: Beckenham, 
11 on Dec 12th, Dartford Marsh, 20 on Aug 8th, Downham, 37 flying towards 
Hither Green Cemetery on July 1st, Hither Green Cemetery, 30 on Oct 1st and 
25 on Nov 9th. Foots Cray Meadows, 11 on June 12th, 22 on July 23rd, ten on 
Oct 24th, 15 in November and 11 in December. 

Between one and nine were recorded from 13 sites. 


Cuckoo ~ : Cuculus canorus 


The first arrivals at Bookham Common and Coulsdon Common on Apr 10th 
were followed by a scattering of individuals in several localities over the next 
few days - a much earlier arrival than usual. Most areas recorded their first birds 
within the next two weeks with birds showing well at a number of sites. Although 
it remains scarce in some areas it was well reported throughout most of the London 
Area. It was described as more numerous than usual in the Lea Valley area and 
three or more males were reported from: Berwick Ponds (3+ males), Dagnam Park 
(3+), Hainault Forest (3-4), Bricketwood (5-6), Sopers Lane, Cuffley (3) and 
Wraysbury GP (5). An hepatic bird was present at Amwell GP on May 17th while 
juveniles being fed by Reed Warblers were reported from Dagenham Chase and 
Middlesex Filter Beds. Most birds had gone by the end of August but the last birds 
at Fairlop on Sept 29th and Beddington SF on Oct 2nd were rather later than usual. 


Inner London: Holland Park, one calling on June 13th and 14th. Regent’s Park, 
one on June 10th. 
Barn Owl Tyto alba 


Records came from 18 sites - an encouraging increase. The improvement noted 
last year in Herts and Surrey was maintained. There was a further decline in the 
number of records from Essex for the third year running but this was due in part 
to under-recording and there is no evidence that the farmland population on the 
eastern fringe of the Area is not still extant. Only one record was received from 
Kent - once a stronghold of the species in the London Area. Variable recording 
is making it difficult to accurately judge population trends and all sightings 
would be welcomed. All records are given but summarised for sensitive sites. 


Fishers Green, one picked up dead on Nov 17th and one present from Nov 21st 
to 30th. Havering CP, one pair seen irregularly throughout the year. Hall Marsh, 
one on Nov 16th. Wanstead Park, one pair present throughout the year. 

Beech Farm GP, one on Apr 23rd. Chandlers Cross, one on Aug 9th. Cheshunt 
BR station area, one on Jan 16th. Essendon, one dead at roadside on Jan 19th. 
Rye Meads, singles on Jan 30th and Dec 12th. The Grove, pellets found in 
hollow horse chestnut in March. At least one pair bred at a traditional site in the 
county. 

Perry Oaks SF, one picked up injured in late September and taken into care. 
Dartford Marsh, one on Dec 13th was the only record from this sector. 
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Beddington SF, one from July 22nd to the end of the year. Limpsfield, one on 
Mar 16th. Park Farm, one in February. Wallington, one in March. Holmethorpe 
SP, one from Oct 21st to the end of the year. 


Little Owl Athene noctua 


At least 55 pairs were recorded from 60+ sites, a similar position to last year 
(see table below). Improved numbers were reported from Herts and Middlesex 
and, although thinly scattered, the Essex and Surrey populations appear to have 
stabilised following years of decline. Only three sites were occupied in Kent and 
it seems to be very scarce in this sector. For the second year running none were 
found in Dagnam Park but at nearby Weald Park the population remained stable 
at five pairs. Most other breeding season reports concerned one to three pairs 
apart from six at Bricketwood. The small population at Rainham Marsh (three 
pairs at its peak) appears to have reached extinction following cessation of grazing 
on the ranges early in 1993. The numbers of pairs in the breeding season are 
given below with comparative numbers of 1992 and 1991. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
1993 15 15 9+ 3 2 11+ 
1992 7 Zi 8+ 1+ 1+ 20+ 
1991 9+ 6+ 9+ - 1 10 
Tawny Owl Strix aluco 


A minimum of 80 pairs was reported - a very similar position to most recent 
years. It is the most widespread of our resident owls in both rural and urban 
sites and is the only owl species to penetrate Inner London and inner suburban 
areas. The largest numbers were again in Essex, Herts, Middlesex and Surrey. 
There was a slight improvement in Kent - from five to nine sites but it must still 
be considerably under-recorded in that sector. The largest breeding concentrations 
were eight pairs at Hainault Forest (same as in 1992), 8-10 pairs at Thorndon 
Park, five pairs at Weald Park (six in 1992), nine pairs at Bricketwood and six 
pairs at Whippendell Woods. 


Most populations appear to be stable but at three suburban localities - Hampstead 
Heath, Collier Row and Upminster -there is evidence of a recent decline - 
particularly of breeding birds. All reports of fluctuations would be welcome. In 
some areas, in the Lea Valley for example, breeding has been encouraged into 
less suitable habitat by the provision of nest boxes. Inner London records are 
given below. 


Inner London: Abbey Road NW8, one present during March. Holland Park, 
one pair probably bred. Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, present during the year. 
Loudon Road NW$8,.one calling on Mar 11th. Steeles Road NW3, one calling in 
September. 

Inner London: Battersea Park, one roosting on Apr Ist. 


Long-eared Owl Asio otus 


Only four birds were apparently wintering at the start of the year following on 
from the low numbers recorded at the end of 1992. Very few were seen - 
subsequently apart from a roost discovered at one Essex site that had probably 
been overlooked. Birds quickly dispersed during March and there were no reports 
of any lingerers. No breeding season records were received but this is a secretive 
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breeding species and probably remains a scarce but annual breeder in some parts 
of the London Area. 


Numbers at the end of the year showed a slight improvement on January and 
February but were still well below average with only 14 birds recorded. Three 
main roosts were occupied in Essex, Surrey and Kent with a maxima of eight at 
Dartford Marsh. All records are given below. 


Berwick Ponds, seven roosting on Feb 28th. Cobbins Brook, one roosting in 
December. Dagenham Chase, up to two from January to Mar 8th, two from Nov 
9th to Dec 4th and one until the end of the year. 

Rye Park, Hoddesdon, one trapped in a warehouse from on Dec 1st to 3rd was 
caught on 3rd and released at Rye Meads on 4th. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Aug 
28th. 

Lower Feltham, two or three in J aan OOH aI 

Wraysbury GP, one on Mar 27th. _ 

Dartford Marsh, up to four in late November, with a maximum of eight by Dec 
26th. 

Beddington SF, one or two from Nov 2nd until the end of the year. 


Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 


A minimum of 18 birds were present during the first quarter of the year, a decrease 
from the 25 present at the end of 1992. As is usual these days, about a third of 
these were at one site - Rainham Marsh - where it continues to suffer appalling 
disturbance from falconers and motorcyclists. There was evidence of a slight passage 
in late March and early April with some birds lingering until early May. At one 
traditional summering site a young bird was present in August and d-may have been 
locally bred. 


For the second year running numbers at the close of the year were much lower 
than usual. Only six birds were actually wintering (four at Rainham Marsh) the 
worst winter since 1976/77. There was some evidence of passage in late October, 
but birds apparently moved on. Outside of the Area in Essex, very few were 
seen at this time along the Thames, but numbers along the Essex coast at Old 
Hall and along the River Blackwater were slightly above average. The following 
table summarises records month by month. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Essex 10 9 8 4 1 1 2 5 4 
Others 8 7 5 7 - - 4 il D 
Total 18 16 13 11 1 1 6 6 6 


All records are given but summarised for the main sites. 


Berwick Ponds, one on Feb 28th. Chingford Plain, one from Sept 22nd to 30th. 
Dagenham Chase, up to three in January, with one remaining until Mar 14th. 
Fairlop, one on Nov 11th. Rainham Marsh, seven from January to late March 
with four in April, one remaining until the first week of May; very few at the 
end of the year with two in late October and four from late November until year- 
end. Walthamstow Res, one on Apr 11th. 

Bowyers GP, one on Apr 12th. Stocker’s Farm, three birds from December 1992 
remained until mid-April with the last on Apr 19th. 
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Brent Res, one on Nov 21st. Downe Barns Farm (Yeading Brook Meadows), 


one on Jan 9th, two on Apr 4th and one on Apr 15th. Feltham, one on Feb 12th, 
two on Mar 7th and two on Dec 27th. Heathrow Airport, one on Jan 4th. Hillend, 
one on Jan 8th and Feb 26th. Hillingdon, one on Jan 12th. Lower Feltham, 
singles on on Jan 20th, Feb 11th and 12th, two on Mar 7th, one on Dec 20th and 
two on Dec 27th. 

Wraysbury GP, one on Oct 16th. 

Unusually, no birds were located in this sector. _ 

Beddington SF, singles on Apr 14th and Oct 15th. Bletchingley, one on Nov 
3rd. Hersham GP, one on Oct 24th. Richmond Park, one on Jan 15th. South 
Norwood CP, singles on Apr 26th and Oct 9th. 


Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
1992 Additional Records 


Limpsfield Chart, a churring male on June 6th (PJO) and one on Aug 20th 
(GGC). 


Along with the record already published for this site in LBR 57, these occurrences 
do give give some hope for the species recolonising the Area. However, previous 
stongholds in Herts remain deserted and no records at all have yet come to light 
for 1993. See LBR 55:79 for an analysis of the decline of this species in the 
London Area. 


Swift Apus apus 


A general arrival of this common summer visitor occurred from Apr 21st onwards 
when many localities recorded their first birds - a very similar pattern to last 
year. There was an influx during the first two weeks of May, including counts of 
1,000 on 1st, 2,000 on 12th and 1,500 on 15th all at Staines Res with 1,000 still 
there on the 26th. Other large counts in May included 1,000 at King George V 
Res on 27th, 1,000 at Wraysbury GP on 28th and 800 at Hilfield Park Res on 
30th. 


Breeding numbers appeared to be stable in most areas and there were no reports 
of any significant change of status. As last year there were no reports of large 
mid-summer flocks, the largest being only 500 at Brent Res on June 28th, 300 
at Rainham Marsh on June 27th and 300 flying S at Middlesex Filter Beds on 
Aug 2nd. Most had gone by mid-August but there was a scattering of birds as 
usual until mid-September. The last bird of the year was at Beddington SF on 
Oct 8th. 


Inner London: three pairs definitely bred at Steeles Road NW3. Birds were 


~ recorded from several sites in Inner London from Apr 22nd to late August with 


a maximum of 75+ feeding along the River Thames at Waterloo in bad weather 
on June 16th. It was described as more regular in the St James’s Park, Whitehall 
and Fleet Street areas, while summering birds were seen in the east at Spitalfields 
and Bethnal Green. This latter area is probably the last in London to be penetrated 
by the species. 
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Kingfisher 


Over 60 pairs were reported, a stable situation. In contrast to recent years though, 
there was a good spread across the London Area with the Lea Valley in Essex/ 
Herts being a particularly favoured area. Most reports concerned one or two 


Alcedo atthis 


pairs, but three pairs probably bred at Rainham Marsh - the best year ever at this 
site, three at Stocker’s Lake and at least three in the Cheshunt GP area and along 
the River Mole in Surrey. At least 24 pairs were found in Kent and Surrey which 
represents a marked increase on 1992 due in large part to better observer coverage. 


It was widely reported outside the breeding season particularly from mid-summer 
onwards. Peak counts included five at Fishers Green in December and seven at 
Rye Meads on July 3rd, while six at Sevenoaks Reserve on May 8th probably 
included one or more breeding pairs. At least 35 were trapped at Rye Meads 
indicating how many birds must move through the Lea Valley during the year. 
Number of pairs in the breeding season are summarised in the following table 
with comparative numbers for 1990-1993 and is followed by the first Inner 
London records since 1990. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
1993 15 17 10+ 4+ 12 12+ 
1992 14 17 12 2-3 9 6 
1991 9 10 4 1 4 8 
1990 16 17 13 - 9 11 
M Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on May Ist, Aug 20th and Nov 17th 
(ARD). 
0840 Bee-eater Merops apiaster 
S Streatham, one flew N on June 22nd (GWe). 


0846 


0848 


The fifth London record, the first in June and the first since 1979. One can only 
look on in envy at the good fortune of an observer who has a Bee-eater fly over his 
garden in Streatham! 


Hoopoe 


Walthamstow Res, one briefly on Oct 3rd (PL). 
Molesey, one on Nov 3rd at a building site flew off towards nearby Walton Res 
(ML). 


The first London records since 1990 but unfortunately brief stayers. Both were 
rather later than usual (particularly the Surrey bird), but late autumn and even 
winter records are becoming ever more frequent in Britain. 


Upapa epops 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla 


Chingford, one caught by a cat in late September/early October was released 
unharmed minus several tail feathers (PNy). 

Enfield Lock, one found dead (probably killed by cat) on Oct 9th (BD). Staines 
Res, one on Sept 12th and 13th (AVM, PN et al). 


After a blank year in 1992, three typical autumn migrants. The Enfield bird was 
different to that at nearby Chingford being in full possession of its tail when 
picked up. 
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Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 


Present in over 140 localities maintaining the recent upsurge reported during 
the past five years. It was well distributed throughout the London Area with a 
welcome increase in records from Bucks (27 localities) and Surrey, including 18 
pairs at Richmond Park. Most reports concerned one to three pairs, but at two 
well monitored sites numbers were higher. At Hainault Forest 12 pairs were 
found - same as in 1992 - while at Bricketwood between 12 and 15 pairs were 
thought to be present - a marked increase on seven found in 1992. Elsewhere, 
four territories were found on Hampstead Heath and five were at Nower Wood 
CBC compared to only one in 1992. There were no Inner London breeding records 
but birds were seen regularly in Holland Park all year and one was present in 
Regent’s Park on Apr 28th. The number of localities reporting the species per 
county are given with comparative totals for 1992. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent — Surrey 
1993 22 34 30 2 By 29 24 
1992 20+ 30+ 28+ : 11 22 10 
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 


The most widespread of the woodpeckers in the London Area, being found in 
over 180 localities during the year. This represents a marked increase on 1992, 
with far more reports coming from Bucks, Surrey and Kent. It is locally common 
in well wooded areas as indicated by the following counts: Hainault Forest, 16 
pairs (numbers stable following a marked increase in the past five years), 
Havering, four or five pairs (same as 1992), Weald Park, four or five pairs (as in 
1992), Thorndon Park, seven to ten pairs, Wormley Woods, 12 nests reported 
(same as in 1992), Trent Park, ten territories, Bricketwood, 20-25 territories, 
Hampstead Heath, eight pairs (same as in 1992), Nower Wood, six pairs (four 
pairs in 1992), Richmond Park, six territories. 


Most populations are apparently stable or increasing with birds spreading to 
smaller areas of woodland and even large well wooded gardens in some areas. 
One at Rainham Marsh - in one of the few trees on the old ranges - on Oct 31st 
continues the run of almost annual records from this site in recent years. Inner 
London records and the number of localities reporting the species per county are 
given below. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London _ Bucks Kent — Surrey 
31 34 Zin eat 29 30 25+ 


Inner London: Dalgarno Gardens W10, one flew E on Apr 6th. Holland Park, 
one pair may have bred. Pembroke Gardens W8, female feeding two juveniles 
in garden during May/June - may have come from nearby Holland Park. Regent’s 
Park, probably bred. 


Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor 


Although remaining the least frequent woodpecker in the London Area, it was 
reported from about 120 localities during 1993 - an increase on 1992. Although 
most reports came from north of the Thames, more records were received from _ 
Surrey and Kent. The largest number of breeding pairs were: Hainault Forest, six 
(same as in 1992), Hampstead Heath, six plus (four in 1992) and Bricketwood, 
six to ten territories. Inner London records and the number of localities reporting 
the species per county are given below. 
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Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London _ Bucks Kent Surrey 
25 22 24 1 4 20 24 
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M Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on June 21st and 29th, Aug 18th and Oct 
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20th (ARD). 


Skylark _ Alauda arvensis 


For the second winter running, mild weather resulted in few large flocks being 
recorded during the first three months of the year. By far the largest of these 
were 100 at Berwick Ponds on Jan 16th, 120+ at Horton on Jan 14th and 90+ at 
Crockenhill on Feb ist. As in 1992 there was no evidence of any large scale 
passage movements in March/April. . 


Breeding reports were fewer in number than last year but included: 100 territories 
at Rainham Marsh where numbers have stabilised following a recent decline, 
Dagenham Chase, eight singing males - a slight increase helped by the creation 
of a new country park, seven pairs at Osterley Park, seven pairs at Colnebrook, 
six singing males at Denham and ten territories at Holmethorpe GP. Only one 
pair could be located at Dagnam Park where the species has declined due to the 
activities of unauthorised motorcycling. 


Other counts came from Bedmond where there were ‘lots of singing birds all 


summer’ and Wood Oaks Farm where six displaying birds were found on Apr 
Sth. 


As usual there was a noticeable passage throughout the London Area from late 
September onwards, with a peak in October. However numbers were below 
average with no count exceeding three figures. At the close of the year wintering 
numbers were also very low for the third year running with the largest flock 
being only 70 at Dartford Marsh on Dec 31st. Inner London records are given 
below. 


M Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Jan 7th, Oct 15th, 19th and 25th, seven 
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on Nov 3rd, three on Sth, and a single on 18th - a slightly better showing than 
last year at this site. 

Woodlark Lullula arborea 
County and locality withheld, single birds seen on May 8th and July 11th. 


These records came from a site where the species was in fact confirmed as 
breeding in 1994. 
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Sand Martin Riparia riparia 


The first arrivals were 25 birds at Wraysbury GP on Mar 9th, a large number for 
such an early date. Birds at Netherhall GP on Mar 11th and Amwell GP the next 
day heralded another early arrival and most areas had their first birds within the 
next week. Good numbers were reported during April with 100 at Berwick Ponds 
on 12th, 100 at Broadwater GP on 17th and 100+ at Holmethorpe SP on 23rd. 
Passage continued well into May when up to 300 were present at Amwell GP 
on 13th. 


The marked improvement in breeding numbers noted in 1992 was not maintained 
in 1993 with only 267 nests found at 14 colonies (512 nests at 16 colonies in 
1992). However it is a similar position to 1991 (245 nests at 14 colonies) and 
may reflect some variable recording. Again the largest colony was at Tyttenhanger 
GP with 140 nests (160 in 1992) but at Apps Court GP a large colony of over 
200 nest holes was reduced to only five due to new excavation. At Hogsmill SF 
and in the Lea Valley pairs used drainage pipes for nesting. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
Colonies 4+ 2+ - - 1 3 
Nests 60+ - 142+ 36 - 5+ 24+ 


Return passage began in mid-July and reached a peak rather earlier than usual, 
in late July/early August. Few large counts were recorded, the largest being 300 
at Walton Res on July 16th, 200 at Staines Res on July 26th and 150 at Berwick 
Ponds on July 20th. In contrast to recent years very few were seen at Rainham 
Marsh, where the dry condition of the main lagoons prevented any large flocks 
gathering. Most birds had gone by early October but the last was at Swanscombe 
on the very late date of Nov 6th. 


M Inner London: Regent’s Park, two on Apr 13th were the only birds recorded in 
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spring. In autumn: one on Sept 13th, 20 on Sept 14th, three on 17th, 15 on 18th, 
two on 20th and the last two on Oct 5th (ARD). 


Swallow — Hirundo rustica 


An earlier than usual arrival was noted in many areas with the first bird at 
Dagenham Chase on Mar 14th. There was a small but general influx in late 
March/early April with passage movements continuing well into May. Few 
sizeable flocks were reported on spring passage the largest being 100 at Amwell 
GP on May 13th: 


The few breeding reports all referred to a decrease that has been steady since the 
mid-1980s at least. At Hainault Forest and Rainham Marsh the breeding 
population is only about half that of ten years ago, while in the Harlow area very 
low breeding numbers were reported. In the Rickmansworth area of Herts it 
appeared scarcer than usual whilst several other observers commented on below 
average numbers. 


Autumn passage began in late August but in common with recent years few 
large flocks were reported. Peak counts included 120 at Rye Meads on Sept 3rd, 
200 at Havering on Sept 19th, 130 at Hampstead Heath on Sept 18th with 300 
there on Sept 22nd, 300 at Staines Res on Sept 18th and 200 on Oct 2nd, 100 at 
Vicarage Farm, Enfield on Sept 17th, 300 at Beddington SF on Sept 18th and 
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450 at Holmethorpe SP on Sept 19th. In contrast to last year more were seen 
during October with a light passage continuing until the end of the month. The 
last birds of the year were two at Walton Res following gales on Nov 14th. A 
leucistic bird was present at Beddington SF on Sept 28th. 


M Inner London: Regent’s Park, present from Apr 1st to Oct 11th with maxima of 


S 
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40 on May 12th and Aug 31st and 50 on May 13th. 
Inner London: Old Kent Road, two on Sept 1st. 


House Martin Delichon urbica 


The first (two) were at Berwick Ponds on the very early date of Mar 13th, the 
second year running with early records of this species. The main arrival was not 
until late April and birds were not widespread until early May. The largest flocks 
included 400 at Amwell GP on May 27th, 200 at Hilfield Park Res from May 
16th to 30th, 200 at Stocker’s Lake on Apr 23rd and 200 at Troy Mill on Apr 
22nd. 


As noted in most recent years many breeding colonies were not reoccupied until 
late May or early June. Many reports came of low breeding numbers and the 
fortunes of the species are giving some concern. In the Collier Row/Romford 
area numbers were well down on recent years, a comment echoed at nearby 
Corbets Tey. At Harold Wood only seven or eight pairs were breeding - a 75% 
decrease on 15 years ago. In the Harold Hill area it was described as much reduced 
while comments on decreased numbers or absences came from elsewhere in Essex. 
In the Borehamwood area of Herts no nests were recorded while at Hampstead 
Heath a poor spring passage was followed by an even poorer breeding season in 
surrounding streets where the population is only 10% of what it was five years 
ago. 


For the third year running autumn passage was much lighter than usual, with 
few large feeding concentrations. Apart from a feeding flock of 200 over Berwick 
Ponds on July 11th, peak movements occurred as usual from late August onwards 
with the following large counts: Dagenham Chase, 200 on Sept 6th, Rye Meads, 
300 on Aug 27th and Sept 18th, Stocker’s Lake, 200 on Sept 23rd, Hampstead 
Heath, 200 on Sept 5th and 300 on Sept 22nd, Broadwater GP, 200 on Sept 9th 
and Staines Res, 300 from late August with 500 on Sept 3rd rising to 600 on 
Oct 2nd. Passage movements continued until the last two weeks of October 
with the last birds of the year at Waltham Abbey on Nov 2nd and at Claybury 
and Hampstead Heath both on Nov 7th. Inner London records are given below. 


Inner London: Bethnal Green, two pairs present. Caledonian Road N1, one nest. 
Elsworthy Road NW3, three nests. Eton Avenue NW3, two nests. Hyde Park, 
eight nests at Albert Gate. Kensington Gardens, present from May 9th until 
early September with up to 50 during late May and for much of August. Park 
Road NW8, bred but in slightly reduced numbers compared with 1992. Regent’s 
Park, first on Apr 13th with maximum of 40 on Oct 8th. Regent’s Park Road 
NW1, 12 nests. Regent Square E3, no breeding this year. Sutherland Avenue 
W939, one nest. Wapping E1, one pair possibly nested. 

Inner London: Bermondsey, one or two nests. County Hall SE1, one pair 
attempted to nest but were disturbed by scaffolding operations. London Bridge 
Station, up to four in June. Old Kent Road, four nests. 
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Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 


The number of singing males recorded showed a marked decline from 1992 
with a reduction of about 30% with no records at all of singing males in 
Middlesex. After three years of relative stability it is disappointing that the trend 
has now resumed downwards. 


The first bird in spring was at Walthamstow Res on the early date of Mar 12th 
and only about 13 spring migrants were recorded away from breeding sites. 
Autumn passage was more notable with the first at Hampstead Heath on Aug 
8th and the last at Ham Lands on Oct 8th. Beddington SF recorded birds on 
seven dates in autumn and at Hampstead Heath 11 birds were seen during this 
period including four together on Sept 30th. 


The summary below shows the breeding season distribution with numbers of 
singing males in parentheses and all Inner London records. 


Chingford Plain (2). Dagnam Park (3). Epping Forest (not including Chingford 
Plain) (6-7). Hainault Forest (1). Ongar Park (1). Weald Park (1). 

Potters Crouch (1). 

Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Sept 17th, 20th, 21st and Oct 4th (ARD). 
Ham Lands (1). Headley Heath (2). Limpsfield Chart (2). 


Number of singing male Tree Pipits in the London Area 1984-93. 


Year 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
No of males 70. 8 (72 87 67. S4 28 ° 273008 20-38 ee 
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 


As always the breeding stronghold was the Thames-side marshes, where numbers 
were stable with small numbers also breeding on the commons, heaths and set- 
aside land across the London Area. 


The species is also a common passage migrant and winter visitor. The largest 
numbers were noted on autumn passage from the third week of September to the 
third week of October. At Rainham Marsh the maximum recorded was 250 on Sept 
25th and there were counts of 200 at Staines Res on Oct 16th and 120 at Dartford 
Marsh on Oct Ist. 


Records of singing males or known breeding pairs (with numbers in parentheses) 
are shown below together with Inner London records. 


Barking Bay (4-5). Belhus Woods CP (5). Berwick Ponds (5). Chingford Plain 
(1). Corbets Tey (14). Dagenham Chase (2). Dagenham Corridor (4). Fairlop 
(6). Hornchurch CP (25). Hornchurch (1-2). Rainham GP (2). Rainham Marsh 
(115). Roding Valley NR (5). Upminster Common (4). 

Abbots Langley (3). Bowyers GP (1). Leavesden Aerodrome (1+). Moor Hill 
(1+). Stocker’s Lake (1). 

Rammey Marsh (1). Tottenham Marsh (1-2). Inner London: King Charles Street 


. SW1, one on Sept 28th. Middlesex Street El, one on Sept 17th. Regent’s Park, 


spring passage from Feb 25th to Apr 6th, with a maximum of 18 on Apr 4th; 
autumn passage was from Sept 18th to Dec 5th with peaks of 16 on Sept 21st 
and 30 on Oct Sth. 

Crayford Marsh (5+). Dartford Marsh (12). Stone Chalk Pit (2+). Stone Marshes 
(8). Swanscombe Marsh (c10). 
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Field Common (3). Inner London: Battersea Park, one flew W on Oct 9th, three 
flew S on Oct 10th and one flew NW on Oct 19th. Burgess Park, one from Jan 
19th to Feb 2nd. 


Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 
Rainham Marsh, one on Sept 19th (MKD). 


This is London’s sixth record and the second in autumn (and the second record 
for Rainham Marsh), following the first in 1992. The bird occurred during a 
heavy passage of Meadow Pipits and was seen to fly across the River Thames to 
the Kent side but could not be found at Crayford despite searching later the 
same day. Interestingly, a Red-throated Pipit was at Bradwell, Essex only two 
days before this record. Accepted by the BBRC. 


Rock Pipit : Anthus petrosus 


Wintering birds were found mainly adjacent to the Lower Thames in Essex and 
Kent where numbers were slightly lower than in the last two years. Spring and 
autumn passage was reported mainly away from the Thames at reservoirs and 
was also noted at fewer sites than last year. All records are given or summarised 
below. 


Berwick Ponds, six on Nov 7th. Grays, one on Feb 27th. King George V Res, 
singles on Mar 18th, Sept 27th, Oct 15th and 19th with two on Oct 16th and 
21st and three on Oct 18th. Rainham Marsh, maxima of 14 in January, 12 in 
February, eight in March and two on Apr 4th; in the second half of the year two 
on Oct 9th rising to eight by month end, ten in November and 17 in December. 
Walthamstow Res, one on Mar 20th and 21st. West Thurrock, three on Jan 13th, 
two on Feb 16th and three on Dec Sth. Wm Girling Res, three on Oct 21st and 
singles on Nov 11th and 21st. 

Hilfield Park Res, two on Sept 24th, three on Sept 25th and one on Oct 5th and 
7th. 

Hampstead Heath, one on Oct 4th (only the second record this century at this 
site). King George VI Res, singles on Oct 10th, 17th and 24th. Perry Oaks SF, 
two on Oct 16th. Rammey Marsh, one from Oct 20th to 25th. Staines Res, one 
on Sept 28th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one flew NE on Mar 22nd and one 
flew NW on Nov 3rd (ARD). 

Queen Mother Res, four on Oct 16th. 

Crayford Marsh, one on Nov 11th. Dartford Marsh, five on Feb 22nd, up to 
three in November and six in December. Swanscombe Marsh, three on Oct 9th, 
13+ on Nov 20th and eight on Dec 24th. Thamesmead, one in January, two in 
February, one in March, two in October and one in November and December. 
Woolwich, one at the Thames Barrier on Jan 1st. 

Barn Elms Res, singles on Feb 26th and 28th, two on Mar 13th and 18th, singles 
on Mar 19th and 31st, one on Oct 3rd, two on Oct 8th, one on Oct 9th, three 
from Oct 13th to 16th, two on Nov 3rd and one on Nov 7th. Beddington SF, one 
on Mar 9th, two on Mar 14th, one on Mar 24th and in the autumn singles on 
Sept 26th, Oct 3rd and Oct 17th to 19th. 


Birds showing the characteristics of the Scandinavian race A.p. littoralis were 
recorded as follows (these are included in the totals above). 
King George V Res, one on Mar 18th. 
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Barn Elms Res, one on Mar 31st. Beddington SF, one on Mar 9th, two on Mar ~ 


14th and one on Mar 24th. 


Observers are reminded that, whilst the society is very keen to receive all records 
of A.p. littoralis, all autumn and winter claims must be supported by full 
descriptive details. 


Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta — 


The numbers at Rainham Marsh did not reach the levels of the previous two ~ 
years but were nevertheless impressive. At the other regular sites numbers were — 
also very good surely making London one of the best areas in Britain in which to — 


see this species. The total number of birds recorded for the year was at least 68. 
With the long staying flocks at Rainham, Rye Meads and Beddington this could 


be a large under-estimate as there is sure to be some turnover of individuals. — 


Observers are alerted to the fact that birds are now being colour ringed at Rye 


Meads and asked to specifically check all birds for rings and submit records to — 


the BTO. All records are given. 


Harold Wood SF, one on Jan 16th (CRJ). King George V Res, one from Jan 1st to 
4th (ACy, SCr) and one on Oct 6th (AMn). Rainham Marsh, eight on Jan Ist 
increased to maxima of 14 in February and 15 in March; numbers then fell in April 
from 11 on the 4th, to a final spring count of three on the 12th (MKD, MAH, SRP 
et al); in the second half of the year a single on Oct 16th increased to six Oct 30th, 
eight in November and 12 during December (MKD, SRP et al). Walthamstow Res, 
one on Mar 21st (SPv). Wm Girling Res, one on Jan 4th was first seen on King 
George V Res (SC7). 

Amwell GP, one on Oct 13th (GJW). Rye Meads, maxima of seven in January, 
seven in February, six in March and eight in April, numbers falling in April 
from eight on the 2nd to a last spring count of two on the 10th; at the end of the 
year there were five on Oct 22nd and then eight recorded most weekends to the 
end of the year (RMRG, GJW et al). Tyttenhanger GP, one on Mar 7th (SHM, 
DRI). | 

Perry Oaks SF, singles on Oct 16th and Nov 27th (CL). Rammey Marsh, three 
on Oct 20th, seven on 23rd and singles on Nov 4th and 27th (SCr). Staines Res, 
singles on Nov 18th and 30th (CL). 

Barn Elms Res, singles on Oct 17th, 18th and 25th and Nov 15th (CF, RP, NPS). 


Beddington SF, three to four during January and six in February; in autumn the © 


maxima were five in October and six in December (BBR, CL). 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 


The first spring migrants were two at King George V Res on Mar 27th and one © 


at nearby Ponders End Lake on the same date, with further March records at 
Staines Res on Mar 28th, Tyttenhanger GP on Mar 29th and Beddington SF on 


Mar 30th. Spring passage was comparatively light with the majority of records — 


from mid-April until first week of May. 


The number of breeding pairs reported fell to below 40 as the decline noted last — 


year continued and autumn passage was particularly poor. With no summer 


records in the Kent sector and the loss of breeding in Inner London, the Essex ~ 
sector is the last remaining stronghold in the Area of this formerly common 


breeding visitor. A summary of breeding season records (numbers in parentheses), 
passage concentrations and Inner London records is given below. 
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ABOVE: Citrine Wagtail at Beddington SF, August 1993 (Photo: John Humble) 


BELOW: Ortolan Bunting at Richmond Park, May 1993 (Photo: Mike McDonnell) 
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Belhus Woods CP (5). Berwick Ponds (4). Corbets Tey (6). Dagnam Park (1). 
Fairlop (2). Rainham Marsh (9). Rainham GP (3-4). Wm Girling Res (1). Fairlop, 
24 on Apr 13th. Fishers Green, 30 on Apr 26th. King George V Res, 20 on Sept 
7th. Walthamstow Filter Beds, 13 on Oct Sth. 

Tyttenhanger GP (1-2); 53 on Aug 20th. 

Lake Farm, Hayes (1). Perry Oaks SF (3). King George VI Res, 20 on Aug 21st. 
Staines Moor, c40 on Sept 16th. Staines Res, 50 on Aug 30th and 50 on Sept 
7th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Apr 29th; autumn passage recorded 
on five dates with one on Aug 17th, four on Sept 14th, two on 15th and 17th and 
two flying S on Sept 22nd (ARD). 

Horton (1). Wraysbury GP (1). 

No breeding records in the sector. 

Beddington SF (6-7), 20+ on Aug 28th. 


Records of birds showing the characteristics of races other than M.f.flavissima 
were as follows. 


Blue-headed Wagtail, M_f.flava. Essex: Fishers Green, a male from Apr 26th 
to 28th. King George V Res, a male on Apr 15th. Walthamstow Marsh, one on 


- June 4th. Walthamstow Res, one on Apr 29th. Herts: Tyttenhanger GP, a male 


on Apr 14th and a female on Apr 29th. Middx: Perry Oaks SF, one on May 10th. 
Staines Res, a male on Aug 26th. Surrey: Barn Elms Res, single males on Apr 
14th and 25th. Beddington SF, two on Apr 13th. 


Grey-headed Wagtail, M.f-thunbergi. Middx: Staines Res, a male from Sept 
9th to 11th (PN et al) 


Sykes Wagtail, M.f.beema, Middx: Perry Oaks SF, a male resembling Sykes 
Wagtail (but probably a hybrid) was present during the summer paired with a 
female of M.f. flavissima and was seen feeding young. Surrey: Beddington SF, 
one on May 1st (BBR). 


Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 


Beddington SF, a juvenile from Aug 24th to 28th (JWe et al) - see photograph 
opposite page 96. 
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This bird was a major crowd-puller during its five day stay and was in an 
unfamiliar plumage to most Britsh birdwatchers as it retained much of its brown 
toned juvenile dress. It had previously been thought that Citrine Wagtails moulted 
into first-winter plumage before migration and this prompted thoughts of the 


‘bird perhaps not having travelled too far. Hardly surprisingly, the first record for 


the London Area, but it should be stated that due to very late submission of the 
record to the British Birds Rarities Committee it has yet to be officially accepted. 


Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 


There were reports from approximately 57 sites with birds present during the 
breeding season, which may represent a small increase in breeding numbers. 
Breeding season totals are summarised by county in the table below and 
maximum counts are given in the text. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent = Surrey 
No of sites holding birds 7 13 11 a d 15 
during the breeding season 


Harold Wood SF, four in January and three from October to December. Romford, 
four from October to December. Walthamstow Res, six on Oct 3rd. 

Rye Meads, seven on Nov 20th. Tyttenhanger GP, four on Nov 8th. 

Widely distributed but no counts over three. Inner London: records during the 
breeding season from Regent’s Park where there were juveniles in June and a 
pair was also seen at Vauxhall Bridge in May but there was no evidence of 
breeding. Outside the breeding season there were records at King’s College, 
Middlesex Street E1, Regent’s Canal and Vauxhall Bridge. 

Bred at four sites, few records away from these areas. 

Widely distributed but no counts of more than two outside the breeding season. 
Barn Elms Res, maximum of four in November and December. Jnner London: 
single birds seen in March, April and June in areas around Lambeth and Waterloo 
could relate to breeding birds. Outside the breeding season there were records 
from Bankside PS, Battersea Park, Lambeth Bridge, St Thomas’s Hospital, 
Southwark and Waterloo. 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 


‘A widespread resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. Mostly seen in small 


numbers in all habitats but also forming large roosts in winter which may be 
under-reported, as the number of roosts recorded has reduced in the last few 
years. It was present at several suitable sites in Inner London although only one 
confirmed breeding record was received. Large counts and roosts and Inner 
London records are summarised below. 


Dagenham Chase, 78 on Nov 11th. Harold Wood SF, 100 on Jan 7th, 60 in 
October increasing to 100 in December. Walthamstow Res, 50 on Mar 12th. 
Amwell GP, 40 at roost in November. Brookmans Park, 46 on Sept 27th. Hatfield, 
200 at roost in town centre on Feb 20th. Hertford, 60 on Mar 12th. Mill Green 
SF; maxima of 114 in January, 102 in February, 28 in November and ten in © 
December. Rye Meads, maxima of 50-in July, 100 in September, October and 
November and 60 in December. Tyttenhanger GP, 35 on Sept 2nd. 
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M Perry Oaks SF, 70 on Feb 6th and 78 on Aug 18th. Ponders End Lake, 42 on 
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Mar 23rd. Rammey Marsh, c550 in October and 418 on Nov 16th. Turnpike 
Lane, 179 at roost on Dec 10th. Uxbridge (Sainsbury’s car park), 30+ on Nov 
16th. Wood Green Res, 27 on Sept 9th. Inner London: recorded from the following 
sites, Admiralty Arch, Camley Street Natural Park, Hyde Park, Kensington 
Gardens (bred in the area), King’s Cross development, Regent’s Canal, Regent’s 
Park (maximum of 20 on Oct 5th) and St James’s Park. 

Dartford Marsh, 21 on Sept 14th. Foots Cray Meadows, 69 on Feb 19th. 

Barwell Court, one territory on CBC plot. Hurst Green, 100 on Apr 15th, c70 at 
roost on July 26th. Holmethorpe SP, two or three territories. Park Farm, 
Chessington, one territory on CBC plot. Richmond Station, c150 on Feb 8th 
roosting in a plane tree. Wimbledon Park, c30 on Sept 26th. Inner London: 
reported from Bankside PS, Bricklayers Arms, Brunswick Park (maximum eight 
on Oct 14th), Burgess Park, Deptford Park, Mandela Way, Surrey Docks (Canada 
Water) and Vauxhall. as 3 


1020.01 White Wagtail M.a. alba 


NA wD 


A much better year than 1992 with at least 70 birds recorded in spring with 
passage from Mar 2nd to May 10th. The largest counts were 12 at Barn Elms 
Res on Apr 25th (which had a particularly impressive series of records between 
Mar 18th and May 2nd), eight at King George V Res on Apr 10th, seven at 
Tyttenhanger GP on Apr 25th and six at Holmethorpe SP on Mar 25th. Birds 
were recorded from 19 sites. There were also five records in autumn. All records 
are given. 


Berwick Ponds, singles on Mar 27th and Apr 9th. Dagenham Chase, one Mar 
28th, two on Sept 28th and one on Oct 13th. Fishers Green, four from Apr 24th 
to 29th and one on May 2nd. King George V Res, one on Mar 28th, two on Apr 
3rd, eight on Apr 10th reducing to two on Apr 20th and one on Aug 22nd. 
Walthamstow Res, four on Mar 12th, one on Mar 13th and two from Mar 25th 
to Apr 24th. 

Hilfield Park Res, one on Mar 27th. Rickmansworth, Tolpits Lane, one on Apr 
16th. Stocker’s Lake, one on Mar 26th. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Apr 12th, two 
on 17th, one on 19th, seven on 25th, two on 27th and one on May 2nd. 
Alexandra Park, singles on Mar 17th, Apr 11th and May 4th. Perry Oaks SF, 
one on Mar 10th. Ponders End Lake, one from Mar 23rd to 27th. Ruislip Lido, 
one on Apr 2nd, two on Apr 10th and one on May 4th. Staines Res, four from 
Apr 10th to Apr 13th, two on Apr 17th, one on Apr 20th, two on Apr 22nd and 
one on Apr 25th. Stockley Park, one on Apr 18th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, 
singles on Sept 15th and Sept 30th (ARD). 

Queen Mother Res, three on Apr 18th. 

Chipstead Lake, one on Apr 11th. 

Barn Elms Res, one from Mar 18th to 23rd, two on Mar 26th, one on Mar 31st, 
four on Apr 2nd, three on 4th, one on 5th and 7th, two on 9th, three on 13th and 
14th, two on 15th, one on 16th, three on 17th, one on 18th and 20th, 12 on 25th 
and one on May 2nd; in autumn, two on Sept 8th. Holmethorpe SP, three on Mar 
22nd, six on 25th and one on 27th and 28th. 
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Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 


Another relatively mild winter has seen the Wren population continue to increase. 
The species is common throughout our Area, the main indicators of population 
being the regular counts of breeding territories obtained from the Common Bird 
Census scheme. In Inner London, commonly heard in all parks and gardens 
with suitable habitat. Notable records are given below. 


Dagnam Park (55 pairs) an increase back to the 1991 level. Dagenham Chase, 
11 singing males. Hainault Forest, 50 plus pairs (similar to 1992). More’s Wood 
CBC plot, 35 pairs (20 in 1992). Ongar, Boarded Barns CBC plot, 24 pairs. 
Rainham Marsh, 20 pairs (increase from 10-15 in 1992). 

Amwell GP, 18 singing males (15 in 1992). Brickett Wood CBC plot, 36 
territories (17 in 1991). Chess Valley, 21 singing males (16 in 1992). 
Chorleywood Common, 30 singing males (higher than in any previous year). 
Furzefield Wood, 16 pairs bred. 

Inner London: in the breeding season reported from: Camley Street Natural 
Park, at least one pair bred. Hyde Park, at least three territories. Kensington 
Gardens (bred); Regent’s Park, at least 12 pairs bred. St James’s Park, probably 
bred. 

Ruxley GP, maximum of 19 on Aug 21st. 

Arbrook Common, 66 territories (65 in 1992). Barwell Court CBC plot, 23 
territories (20 in 1992). Bookham Common CBC plot, 19 territories, remaining 
at the low level of 1992. Nower Wood CBC plot, 62 territories (49 in 1992). 
Park Farm, 23 territories (22 in 1992). Inner London: recorded in the breeding 
season from Archbishop’s Park, Brunswick Park, Burgess Park, Grange Road, 
Jubilee Gardens and Lambeth Palace. 


Dunnock Prunella modularis 


Census area counts and Inner London records for this abundant resident are 
given below. 


Dagenham Chase, 16 singing males. Dagnam Park, 34 singing males. Hainault 
Forest, 50+ territories. Mores Wood, seven pairs in CBC plot (six in 1992). 
Ongar, Boarded Barns CBC plot, nine pairs. Rainham Marsh, 15 territories. 
Chess Valley, five singing males. Chorleywood Common, three singing males. 
Furzefield Wood, three pairs breeding. Hilfield Park Res, three singing males. 
Inner London: Camley Street Natural Park, one pair bred. Kensington Gardens, 
bred. Regent’s Park, bred. St James’s Park, probably bred. 

Ruxley GP, maximum of 19 on Aug 21st. Inner London: New Cross Gate Cutting 
Reserve, bred. 

Barwell Court Farm, nine territories in CBC plot (same as 1992). Nower Wood, 
no territories in CBC plot (one in 1992). Park Farm, Chessington, seven territories 
in CBC plot (six in 1992). Inner London: recorded as present in the breeding 
season at the following sites: Archbishop’s Park, Bankside PS, Brunswick Park, 
Jubilee Gardens, Lambeth Palace, Lambeth Recreational Ground and St Thomas’s 
Hospital. 
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Robin Erithacus rubecula 


The evidence, where available, is of a recovery in the fortunes of the Robin. The 
song can be heard in most parks and larger gardens, even serenading in the New 
Year at 02.00 hrs under the street lights of Crayford! 


Dagenham Chase, 26 singing males. Dagnam Park, 45 pairs bred. Hainault 
Forest 60 pairs bred. Mores Wood, 24 territories in CBC plot (14 in 1992). 
Ongar, Boarded Barns CBC plot, 15 territories. Rainham Marsh, seven pairs 
bred (five or six in 1992). 

Bricket Wood CBC plot, 17 territories. Chess Valley, eight territories. 
Chorleywood Common, 16 territories. Furzefield Wood, 15 pairs bred. Hilfield 
Park Res, 15 territories. Oak Hill Park, 28 on Mar 13th. 

Inner London: Camley Street Natural Park, one pair bred. Hyde Park, at least 
five territories. Kensington Gardens, bred. Regent’s Park, at least ten pairs bred. 
St James’s Park, a male singing, probably bred. Also recorded in many other 
suitable areas. 

Darenth Valley Walk, maximum of 19 on Sept 16th. Dartford Marsh, maximum 
of ten on Sept 9th. Ruxley GP, maximum of 19 on Oct 2nd. 

Arbrook Common, 31 territories in CBC plot (28 in 1992). Barwell Court, 22 
territories in CBC plot (16 in 1992). Bookham Common, 39 territories in CBC 
plot (35 in 1992). Nower Wood, 39 territories in CBC plot (25 in 1992). Park 
Farm, 30 territories in CBC plot (22 in 1992). Duponts Road SW20, an unusual 
record of a pair mating on Dec 21st. Inner London: recorded as present in the 
breeding season in Brunswick Park, Lambeth Palace - Archbishop’s Park, Jubilee 
Gardens and New Cross Gate. 


Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 


The number of singing males recorded fell to a new all time low of only 20. The 
majority of singing birds were reported from Essex where numbers increased from 
eight to fourteen, but with a decrease in Surrey from ten to only two, the fortunes 
of the Nightingale as a London breeding bird are certainly not good. There was 
one record in the autumn. All records are given or summarised below. 


Epping Forest, eight pairs around Connaught Water and the edge of Chingford 
Plain (AAB et al). Fishers Green, two singing males present (SC7, GJW et al). 
Purfleet Chalk Pits, two singing males in Watts Wood (per M Kohler). Thorndon 
Park, one singing male present (JCt). Weald Park, one singing male present 
(JCe, MKD, SRP). 

Cheshunt GP, one male singing during summer (GJW et al). Turnford Marsh 
GP, one singing male on Apr 18th and 20th (TJH, BR). 

Wraysbury GP, one on May Ist (RRG). 

Farningham, Firpound Shaw, one singing male on May 25th (BEW). Foots Cray 
Meadows, one singing male on Apr 23rd and May 8th (SJG). 

Beddington SF, one on Aug 28th (BBR). Bookham Common, first seen on Apr 
25th (RHK) and three singing males during the summer (RES). 
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Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 


A welcome increase in breeding season records. There may be some double 
counting in the City where it is difficult to be certain whether there are several 
birds present or the same bird is singing from different vantage points. Ten pairs 
definitely bred, with three other pairs present and sixteen more singing males 
recorded. Breeding records are tabulated below and they are followed by all 
records of wintering and passage birds. 


Pairs Proved Other Pairs Additional 

Breeding Present Singing Males Observer 
Becton 1 PAB 
Rainham Marsh 1 MKD, MAH 
Silvertown 1 1 PAB, TWd 
Acton Lane i! CDRH 
Brimsdown PS 1 1 AMn 
Cricklewood Broadway 1 per MAH 
Inner London: 
Cheapside 1 NRS 
Curtain Road 1 PIC 
Farringdon Street - 1 JRn 
Finsbury Square 1 MAH 
Holywell Row 1 PJC 
Hoxton Square N1 1 CDRH 
Kennet Warfe Lane 1 NRS 
Kings Cross 1 MAH etal 
New Bridge Street - 1 NRS 
Petty France SW1 4 JTk 
Smithfield Street 1 CBr 
Spitalfields E1 1 1 MAH 
Belvedere PS 1 NRW, NWB 
Littlebrook PS 1 AJM, BEW 
Northfleet 1 AJM 
Chertsey Meads 1 per JIW 
Frogmore 1 AGR 
Inner London: 
Bankside PS 1 JBi, PJO 
Battersea PS ial, RK 
Southwark Cathedral 1 PJO 
Union Street 1 PBr 
Totals 10 . 3 17 


Dagnam Park, a female on Mar 28th (CRJ). Harlow, a male from Nov 26th to 
Nov 28th (RGG). King George V Res, a female on Mar 29th (PJV), one on Sept 
6th, two on Sept 11th and Oct 3rd (JG/), one from Oct 11th to 29th (AMn) 
with two on Oct 16th (JPr). Rainham Marsh, a female on Feb 20th (MKD). 
Walthamstow Res, a female on Mar 28th (AAB, PL). 

Hilfield Park Res, one on July 18th (GSE). Rye Meads, a male on Oct 31st 


' (RMRG). 


Acton, an unmated female was present during the summer at the breeding site. 
King George VI Res, one on Sept 11th (CDRH). Royal Masonic Hospital, W6, 
a female on Mar 12th (NAn). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, a first-winter male on Oct _ 
16th (RMC, RJW). Woodberry Down School, a female on Mar 21st (JG/). 
Woolwich Common, a female on Mar 25th (NWB). 

Barn Elms Res, females on Mar 24th (BPA, NPS), Apr 8th (FJM) and Apr 21st 
(JPPW). Beddington SF, a first-winter male on Oct 17th (BBR). Bletchingly 
Church, a first-winter male on Oct 21st (JKCG). 
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1992 Additional Record 
Frogmore, a singing male present in breeding season takes the total ‘additional 
singing males’ in 1992 to eight. 


Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 


The first bird of spring was a female at Dagenham Chase on Apr 9th followed 
by males at Dagnam Park and Richmond Park on the 10th. There were records 
of 15 bird/days in spring, a 20% decrease compared with last year, with the last 
at Fishers Green on May 7th. The breeding population in Epping Forest remained 
at one pair but no additional birds were seen and there were no other breeding 
season records. 


A very good autumn passage commenced with a male at North Mymms on Aug 
1st. There were approximately 74 bird/days in autumn, a 20% increase on 1992 
which itself was reckoned to be a good year by many observers. Enormous 
numbers of Redstarts were recorded on the English east coast in August and 
September 1993 and the influx into London was certainly a small scale reflection 
of this. It seems that most hard-working local patch workers with suitable habitat 
recorded at least one Redstart in autumn 1993 and the histogram below shows 
the pattern of arrival for this species in the period. The last bird was seen at 
Dagenham Chase on Oct 29th. All records are given below. 


Redstart Arrival in Autumn 1993 (London Area) 
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Berwick Ponds, a female on Apr 22nd (KB), a first-year male on Sept 25th (JG/) 
and a female on Sept 26th (MKD, SRP). Dagenham Chase, single females on 
Apr 9th and 10th (KB) and May Ist, a male on Oct 26th and a female on Oct 
29th (KB, VH). Dagnam Park, males on Apr 10th, Aug 23rd and 24th, a male 
and a female on Aug 31st, a female on Sept 1st, a male and a female from Sept 
12th to 15th and 21st and 22nd and an immature male on 23rd (CRJ). Epping 
Forest, one pair bred (AAB). Fishers Green, a female on May 7th (PCA, EEM). 
Hainault Forest, singles on Aug 28th and 30th (MKD). 

Brookmans Park, one on Aug 24th (PWr). Bushey, two females on Apr 10th 
(JTy). North Mymms, an adult male from Aug Ist to 7th (PWr). Tyttenhanger 
GP, a female on Sept 26th (DRs, JTy) and a female/immature from Oct 2nd to 
4th (SHM, DRs, JTy). 
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M Alexandra Park, one female/immature on Aug 30th and 31st (AGr, LGr, AGn et 
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al). Bedfont Lakes, a female on Apr 23rd (JH?#). Brent Res, singles on Sept 26th 
(ASMS, GWy) and Oct 2nd (ASMS). Brimsdown, an immature male on Oct 
11th (AMn). Bushy Park, a male on Aug 29th and 30th (DHy). Cowley, Uxbridge, 
an immature male remained in a small garden from Sept 18th to 21st (RHr). 
Hampstead Heath, different singles on Aug 25th and 27th (PWD), three on Aug 
28th, four on Sept 18th (MAH, PWD) and one on 22nd (PWD). Hounslow Heath, 
a female/immature on Sept 4th (JHt). Kempton Park Res, a male on Aug 30th 
(CL). Lower Feltham, a female/immature trapped on Sept 26th (RRG). Osterley 
Park, a first-year female on Sept 24th (DGH). Queen Mary Res, one on Sept 
22nd (CL). Tottenham Cemetery, a female/immature on Aug 28th (PL). Trent 
Park, an immature male on Aug 24th (RMC, RJW). Upper Halliford, a female/ 
immature on Oct 14th.(JAS). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, a female/immature on 
Aug 24th and 31st, an immature male on Sept 5th and 6th and a female/immature 
from Sept 22nd to 24th (RMC, RJW). 

Wraysbury GP, singles on ‘Aug 14th, 21st and 28th and Sept 25th (RRG). 
Darenth Valley Walk, a male photographed on Apr 12th (CWn, NWn, RWn). 
Banstead, Courtlands Farm, one on Sept 2nd (GJH). Barn Elms Res, one from 
Sept 24th to 28th (MRH et al). Beddington SF, singles on Aug 30th and Sept 
17th and two on Sept 25th (BBR, AMe). Ham Lands, a male on Apr 15th and 
20th and a female/immature on Sept 18th (RJH). Margery, one on Apr 21st 
(GWJH). Richmond Park, a male on Apr 10th (SB, JJ). 


Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 


There was one record of possible breeding’ at Barking Bay, where a female was 
present in early July (MK). There was also a record of a male at Essex Filter 
Beds on June 7th, although this was presumed to be a migrant, while in September 
two immatures, one very young and hardly flying, at this site may have bred 
locally. 


The first bird in spring occurred at Dungeon Hill, Woodmansterne on Mar 
19th, a very early date indeed. Two or more birds at Croxley Moor on Mar 
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29th was the only other record before the main passage started on Apr 20th. 
Most records were of one to three birds, with a maximum of eight at Beddington 
SF. Numbers were never large and there were approximately 71 bird/days reported 
at 27 sites, a reduction of over 50% compared to 1992. The last bird of spring, 
apart from the June record, was on May 26th at Dagenham Corridor. 


Autumn passage started on July 17th with a single at Richmond Park. There 
were no more arrivals until July 28th and passage was not properly under way 
until Aug 18th. Peak numbers arrived between Aug 24th and Sept 24th with a 
maximum count of 12 at Rainham Marsh on Sept 4th. There were records of 18 
birds in October, the last being seen at Dartford Marsh on 12th. The total in autumn 
was approximately 461 bird/days from 54 sites. The number of autumn records 
were approximately 20% down on 1992, but the large decrease in spring records 
increased the seasonal ratio in favour of autumn to 6.5 to 1 (3.5 to 1 in 1992). The 
only Inner London record is given below. 


M Inner London: Regent’s Park, one Sept 3rd (ARD). 
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Stonechat Saxicola torquata 


The number of pairs recorded in the breeding season was 14-16 at three sites. 
The main site in the area, Rainham Marsh, held 12 territories. Juvenile birds 
were recorded at two other sites, possibly indicating breeding nearby. Records 
were received from 57 sites, a 50% increase on 1992 and were mainly of one to 
three birds but with 14 birds at Richmond Park on Oct 15th — up to 15 and 12 
at Rainham Marsh in the respective winter periods. 


There was a clear and unusual influx of migrants in October with several sites 
recording the species where it is usually very scarce or virtually unknown. One 
can only speculate as to the origin of this influx but it was most marked in areas 
north of the River Thames, perhaps indicating a north-easterly origin. 
Approximately 65 birds were involved in this October influx which accounts for 
the 50% increase in the number of sites recording the species referred to above. 
All records are given or summarised below. 


Barking Bay, singles on Oct 7th and Dec 3rd. Berwick Ponds, one on Nov 21st. 
Dagenham Corridor, one from Nov 4th to Dec 7th. Dagenham Chase, singles on 
Mar 24th, Apr 24th, Sept 12th and three from Oct 9th to 28th. Fairlop, up to 
three present from Nov Ist to 30th and a single on Dec 28th. Fishers Green, one 
on Mar 12th and two on Dec 28th. Harlow, Church Langley, two on Feb 18th. 
Holyfield Hall Farm, singles on Mar 10th and Oct 28th and two from Nov 3rd to 
Dec 31st. King George V Res, singles on Oct 16th and 21st and two on Nov 
20th. Nazeing GP, one on Nov 10th. Rainham Marsh, 12 pairs bred, two less 
than in 1992; 13-15 wintered from January to March and ten to 12 wintered in 
November and December. Walthamstow Marsh, two on Jan 10th, three on 17th 
and two on Oct 20th. Walthamstow Res, one on Nov 3rd and Sth. West Thurrock, 
one on Oct 9th. 

Amwell GP, one on Oct 19th. Bowyers GP, singles on Nov 21st and Dec 6th. 
Broxbourne GP, one on Nov 21st. Colney Heath, singles present in January, on 
Mar 22nd, Sept 26th and during November and December. Coursers Lane Fields, 
one on Oct 8th. Croxley Moor, two on Oct 31st. Moor Mill, two on Aug 21st, a pair 
and a juvenile on Aug 28th and two on Sept 19th. Rye Meads, singles on Sept 
26th, Oct 9th, 23rd, 30th and 31st, two on Nov 6th, one on 7th and two on 20th 
and 27th. Stocker’s Farm, two on Oct 15th. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Oct 23rd. 
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M Alexandra Park, singles on Mar 19th and Sept 28th and 29th. Brimsdown, one 
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on Oct 9th and two from Nov 14th to Dec 27th. Bushy Park, a pair on Mar Sth 
and 6th and Oct 17th, 20th and 29th and one on Nov 28th. Deephams SF, one on 
Dec 31st. Frays Meadows, two on Feb 20th. Feltham, one on Jan 20th and two 
on Dec 27th. Hampstead Heath, singles on Sept 18th, Oct 10th and 13th, two 
from Oct 18th to 22nd and one on 24th. Hampton Court Park, one on Mar 13th. 
Hounslow Heath, two on Dec 17th. Northolt, Downe Barns Farm, one on Jan 
22nd. Osterley Park, two from Jan 8th to Feb 25th. Perry Oaks SF, one on Feb 
6th, two on Feb 15th and two on Oct 31st. Rammey Marsh, three on Oct 2nd, 
five on 18th and 24th, four on 30th, three on Nov 16th and two from Nov 27th to 
the year end. Staines Res, one on Mar 17th. Tottenham Marsh, two on Jan Ist, 
one on 24th, two on 31st, one on Mar 7th, two on Aug 31st, one on Sept 12th, 
then present from Oct 2nd to the year end with a maximum of three on Nov 4th 
and 5th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Sept 23rd and two different birds on 
Sept 26th. 

Dartford Marsh, two on Jan 15th, singles on Feb 6th, 20th and 23rd, Mar Ist, 
13th, a pair feeding at least two juveniles on May 8th in an area away from the 
majority of records, singles on July 17th and Aug 1st, then two present into 
December with eight on Dec 31st. Erith Marshes, one on Sept Ist, two on Nov 
8th and one on Dec 21st. Greenhithe, one on Dec 21st. Littlebrook GP, one on 
Apr 17th. Swanscombe Marsh, five on Apr 12th, a pair probably feeding at 
least one juvenile on June 6th, three on June 27th, singles on July 17th, Aug Ist 
and Sept 14th, three on Oct 9th and one on Dec 24th. Thamesmead, singles on 
Jan 6th, Oct 25th and Nov 16th. 

Barn Elms Res, singles on Apr 12th and 26th and Sept 23rd and 25th. Beddington 
SF, up to six in January, two on Feb 20th, one on Mar 11th up to three in September 
increasing to four in late October and four to five during November and December. 
Esher, one on Nov 27th. Ham Lands, one from Feb ist to Mar 8th. Hersham, 
two on Dec 5th. Holmethorpe SP, singles on Jan 8th, Feb 25th, Mar 2nd, Mar 
11th, Sept 30th and Nov 25th. Raynes Park, one on Feb 21st. Richmond Park, 
up three during January and February, one on Mar 10th, maxima of 15 in October, 
13 in November and seven in December. South Norwood CP, maxima of four 
during January and February, two in March last seen on the 14th, one on Sept 
24th and maxima of five in October and three in December. Warlingham, one on 
Oct 13th. Woodmansterne, Dungeon Hill, two on Sept 26th. 


Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 


The first bird of spring was at Beddington SF on Mar 15th. Migration started in 
earnest in on Mar 20th and 21st with 23 birds at nine sites and 78 birds at 16 
sites respectively. More than 50% of the total spring records occurred between 
Mar 20th and Mar 25th. After this there were very few new records until the 
third week of April due to poor weather conditions. The highest spring count 
was 14 at Dartford Marshes on Mar 26th. Birds were reported from 56 sites 
giving approximately 464 bird/days confirming the poor passage noted by several 
observers. The last bird of spring was a straggler at Walthamstow Res on June 
6th. 


Autumn migration commenced on the early date of July 11th at Dartford Marsh, 
with a juvenile bird still showing a yellow gape and spotted juvenile plumage. It 
would be surprising if the bird had not been reared somewhere in the area. The 
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next bird was on July 31st at Beddington SF but there were few records until 
Aug 12th and no strong peaks, although the middle two weeks of September 
had the steadiest flow. Birds were recorded from 43 sites in autumn with at 
least 193 bird/days being recorded until the last at King George V Res on Nov 
1st. 


Many observers commented that 1993 autumn passage was particularly poor 
and the statistics back-up this assertion; in 1990 for example there were autumn 
records from a similar number of sites (45), but 330 as opposed to 193 bird/days 
were involved. It seems strange that the 1993 autumn passage of Wheatear and 
Whinchat was so poor whilst that for Redstart and Stonechat was almost 
spectacular by comparison. 


M Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Mar 22nd, three on 23rd and 24th and 


singles on 25th, May 4th, Aug 17th, 21st and 23rd and Sept 3rd (ARD). 


There were only two records of birds showing the characteristics of the Greenland 
race O.o.leucorrhoa. 


M Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on May 4th (ARD). 


S 
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Barn Elms Res, one or perhaps two on Apr 21st (JPPW). 


Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 


There were records of 21 birds at 16 sites, the lowest total since 1986 but still 
nearly three times the average before 1985. The first spring migrant arrived on 
Apr 5th at Central Park, East Ham. Most appeared between Apr 9th and 24th 
followed by a late individuals on May 10th and 13th, bringing the spring total to 
14. As usual, the autumn passage was lighter with a further seven birds, the first 
on Sept 23rd and the other six all between Oct 9th and Oct 21st. All records are 
given. 


Chingford Plain, Epping Forest, a male from Oct 21st to Nov 3rd (KM). 
Dagenham Chase, a male from Apr 9th to 11th (KB et al). Dagnam Park, a 
female on Apr 9th (CRJ). East Ham, Central Park, a male on Apr 5th.and 6th 
(SPn). Essex Filter Beds, two on Apr 9th (SW). Rainham Marsh, a male on the 
tip on May 13th (WEO). 

Amwell GP, a first-year male on Oct 9th (BR). Croxley Moor, a male on Sept 
23rd (AN). Hilfield Park Res, a male on Apr 24th (DCJ). 

Bedfont Lakes, a female on Apr 23rd (JH?#). Bushy Park, a female on Apr 20th 
(MBe). Hounslow Heath, a male from Apr 11th to 19th (JHt, CL, KLP et al). 
Vicarage Farm, Enfield, a male from Apr 14th to 19th (RMC, RJW). 

Petts Wood, a female on Apr 22nd (D Goodwin per PG). 

Beddington SF, a female on May 10th, one on Oct 12th and 13th and two on Oct 
20th (BBR). Horton CP, a male on Apr 14th (AJB). South Norwood CP, one on 
Oct 9th and 10th (JBd). | 


Blackbird Turdus merula 


The Blackbird is a common resident and winter visitor throughout the Area but 
very under-recorded. Large counts and breeding surveys are given. 


Dagnam Park, 30-35 pairs. Hainault Forest, 60 pairs bred. More’s Wood CBC 
plot, 13 pairs bred (11 in 1992). Boarded Barns CBC plot, 27 pairs bred. Rainham 
Marsh, 15 pairs bred. 
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Amwell GP, 30 on Oct 31st. Bricket Wood CBC plot, 14 territories. Furzefield 
Wood, cll pairs bred; 26 on Dec 26th. Hilfield Park Res, six singing males. 
Oak Hill Park, 27 on Feb 27th and 32 on July 8th. Rye Meads, 25 on Oct 10th. 
Inner London: this is London’s most common song bird which breeds commonly 
even in the centre of the city. Hyde Park, at least nine territories; in October one 
observer watched a male taken by a Sparrowhawk. Primrose Hill, 51 on Dec 
27th. Regent’s Park, at least 18 pairs bred. 

Wraysbury GP, 30 on Jan 2nd. 

Dartford Marsh, 20 on Oct 1st. 

Arbrook Common, 17 territories in CBC plot (same as 1992). Barwell Court 
Farm, 21 territories in CBC plot (15 in 1992). Bookham Common, nine territories 
in CBC plot (ten in 1992). Claygate, Harringdon Farm, 56 on Nov 8th. Nower 
Wood, 28 territories in CBC plot (18 in 1992). Park Farm, 20 territories in CBC 
plot (15 in 1992). Inner London: bred commonly in suitable areas throughout. 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 


This regular winter visitor and passage migrant tends to occur in large numbers 
in the Area only in response to hard weather. January to March was unsettled 
but mild so it was not surprising that observers reported only ten counts of 100 
or more, the largest count being 500 at Hunsdon Mead on Feb 8th. There was a 
late bird at Walthamstow Res on Apr 25th, where it was described as very 
scarce and a very late bird on May 14th at Dagenham Chase. There were no 
records of summering birds. 


The first record in autumn was of two flying over Walthamstow Res on the early 
date of Sept 12th. Numbers built up earlier than in most years and visible migration 
was very evident. Good counts were obtained at Hampstead Heath and Forest Hill 
over a series of dates. There were 29 counts of 100 or more the largest being c1,000 
at Dagenham Chase on Dec 5th and 450 at Holmethorpe SP on Nov 22nd. Notable 
records are given. 


Belhus Woods CP, 100 on Jan 17th. Collier Row, 150 on Dec 4th and 100 on 
Dec 30th. Corbets Tey, 150 on Jan 17th, 120 on Nov 28th and 150 on Dec 29th. 
Curtismill Green, 180 on Jan 22nd. Dagenham Chase, c1000 on Dec 5th, a 
record number for this site associating with Redwings in hawthorn trees. Dagnam 
Park, 200 on Nov 20th. Fairlop, 240 on Nov 20th and 300 on Dec 5th. Fishers 
Green, 100 on Dec 4th, 162 on Dec 22nd. Hunsdon Mead, 500 on Feb 8th and 
300 on Dec 27th. Noak Hill, 100 on Dec.31st. Roding Valley, 700 on Jan 7th. 
Aldenham Res, 100 on Dec 13th. Bedmond, 320 on Nov 21st. Letty Green, 150 
on Nov 20th. Rye Meads, 110 on Nov 27th. Tyttenhanger GP, 100 on Dec 28th. 
Hampstead Heath, an excellent series of passage counts from Oct 14th to Nov 
27th, with maxima of 414 on Nov 20th flying east and 200 on Nov 27th flying 
west. Harefield, 120+ on Nov 21st. Highway Farm, Harefield, 100 on Mar 13th. 
Inner London: Hyde Park, up to six seen with Redwings in November. Regent’s 
Park, singles on Jan 16th and Mar 15th; the first of autumn was on Sept 29th 
and birds were recorded on ten days to Dec 10th with a maximum of 50 on Nov 
25th. 

Delaford Park, c300 on Jan 25th. Langley Park, 100+ on Feb 21st. 

Chipstead Lake,: 100 on Nov 28th. Dartford Marsh, 100 on Jan 23rd. 
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Beddington SF, 101 flew S on Nov 27th. Epsom, Malden Rushet, 200 on Feb 
14th. Holmethorpe SP, 240 flew N on Oct 22nd, c450 on Nov 22nd, 150 on 
Nov 24th and c100 on Dec 6th. Oxted, Broadham Green, 150+ on Mar 6th. 
Reigate, 100 on Oct 30th and 150 on Nov 27th. 


Song Thrush Turdus philomelus 


Evidence in the London Area for the well-publicised decline of this species is 
mixed, although several observers have noticed a long term decline in numbers. 
It would be interesting to analyse data from plots that have been consistently 
censused over the past 20 years. Records of breeding in census plots, gatherings 
of note, an excellent visible migration observation from Surrey and Inner London 
breeding season records are given below. 


Dagenham Chase, eight singing in April. Dagnam Park, 16 pairs bred (13 in 
1992). Hainault Forest, 30 breeding pairs, a decline of about 25%. More’s Wood, 
five pairs on the CBC plot (same as 1992). Ongar, Boarded Barns CBC plot, 
seven pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, five pairs in the breeding season (eight in 
1992). 

Bricket Wood, nine territories on the CBC plot. Chess Valley, three territories. 
Chorleywood Common, three territories, an increase. Furzefield Wood, four pairs 
bred. Hilfield Park Res, six territories. Oak Hill Park, 13 on July 8th. Letty 
Green, 30 on Nov 20th during the snow fall ‘restless and hungry’. 
Rickmansworth, 14 on Sept 24th eating yew berries. Rye Meads, 20 during 
October. 

Hampstead Heath, an influx of 20 to 30 in late September, at least some of 
which showed the characteristics of the greyer, ‘continental’ nominate race 
T.p.philomelus. Inner London: Holland Park, one singing in January. Hyde Park 
at least three territories in the breeding season. Kensington Gardens, bred. 
Regent’s Park, bred; a small flock in the trees on Sept 30th were probably 
migrants. St James’s Park, a singing male in breeding season. 
Wraysbury GP, 50+ on Jan 30th. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, seven singing in April. 

Arbrook Common, five pairs bred on CBC plot (four in 1992). Barwell Court, 
four pairs bred on CBC plot (five in 1992). Bookham Common, two pairs bred 
on CBC plot (three in 1992). Nower Wood, eight pairs in CBC plot (three in 
1992). Oxted, Hurst Green, 20+ during September and October. Park Farm, 
Chessington, four pairs bred on CBC plot. Sydenham Hill, on Oct 16th 270 
were counted on migration, flying mainly NW. Inner London: Archbishop’s 
Park, Lambeth Palace, singing birds present and presumed to breed, although 
observer states ‘not as common as it was’. Bred or present in other suitable 
sites. 


Redwing Turdus iliacus 


Weather in the first part of the year was unsettled but comparatively mild and 
records of 100 or more birds came from just ten sites. The largest counts were at 
Aldenham Res with 443 on Jan 25th and 300 on Feb Sth. Numbers reduced in 
March although Dagnam Park and Haberdashers’ Girls School both recorded 200 
in mid-month. A few birds remained into April with the last at Amwell GP on Apr 
22nd. 
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An early arrival was seen in Regent’s Park on Sept 8th and by the end of the 
month there had been records of up to nine birds at ten sites. The weather during 
October and November brought reports of movements from mid-October. In 
addition to interesting series of visible migration counts at Hampstead Heath, Forest 
Hill and Regent’s Park, nocturnal migration was noted in late October and November 
at Garston. The largest count of the winter was 1,400 in a mixed flock with Fieldfares 
at Dagenham Chase on Dec 5th. Counts of 100 or more were received from sixteen 
sites, although smaller numbers were widespread. Notable records are given. 


Collier Row, 100 on Dec 4th. Dagenham Chase, 135 on Noy 16th, 250 on Nov 
28th and 1400 on Dec Sth, mixed with Fieldfares, a record count for this site. 
Dagnam Park, 200 on Mar 16th and 250 on Nov 20th. Hainault Forest, 100 on 
Oct 9th, 110 on Nov 11th and 150 on Dec 5th. Havering CP, 120 on Jan 31st. 
Aldenham Res, 443 on Jan 25th and 300 on Feb 5th. Amwell GP, one on the 
late date of Apr 22nd; 200 on Nov 30th. Bedmond, 450 on Nov 21st. Brookmans 
Park, 117 on Feb 15th and 104 on Mar 3rd. Haberdashers’ Girls School, 200 on 
Mar 12th and 15th. Rye Meads, 140 on Nov 20th and 160 moving east on Nov 
27th. Smug Oak Lane, 100 on Feb 8th. 

Brent Res, 175 flew S on Nov 20th. Hampstead Heath, visible migration observed 
from Oct 14th with peak counts of 400 flying N on Oct 14th, 400 flying N 
on Oct 15th, 100 flying N on Oct 28th, 300 flying E on Nov 4th, 395 flying E on 
Nov 20th and then small numbers to the end of the year. West Ruislip GC, 210 
on Nov 22nd. Inner London: Hyde Park, noted throughout November and 
December, the largest flock being 20. Regent’s Park, one or two during January 
to March; migration noted from Oct 14th when 60 flew over, to Dec 14th with 
up to 80 in October-and November and 100+ on Dec 2nd and Dec 3rd. 

Delaford Park, 100 on Jan 25th. Langley Park, 300 on Feb 21st. Wraysbury GP, 
one bird remained until Apr 17th. 

Chipstead Lake, 200 on Nov 28th. Forest Hill, migration observed from Sept 
25th to Oct 30th with a maximum of 155+ on Oct 24th. Hoblingwell Wood, 
migration was observed on Oct 16th and Oct 24th with c100 on each date. 
Claygate, Harrington Farm, 114 on Feb 23rd, a movement of c150 in a hour on 
Oct 28th, 134 on Nov 8th and 233 on Dec 30th. Dulwich Woods, 100 flew S on 
Oct 28th. Hersham, Turners Lane, 100 on Jan 23rd, 250 on Dec 14th. 
Holmethorpe SP, 324 SE on Nov 20th and 250 W on Dec 2nd with a further 150 


_at the site. Reigate, 130 on Jan 19th, 400 on Nov 27th. 


Mistle Thrush ay Turdus viscivorus 


Counts of post breeding gatherings, local census counts and Inner London 


_ breeding records for this widespread common resident are given. 


Berwick Ponds, six pairs bred. Dagenham Chase, three pairs bred. Dagnam 
Park, five pairs bred, (four in 1992, not three as in LBR 57); maximum count of 
42 on Aug 25th, the largest recorded at this site. Epping Forest, 18 on Oct 10th. 
Hainault Forest, 15 pairs bred (14 in 1991). More’s Wood, CBC plot, one pair 
bred. Ongar, Boarded Barns CBC plot, 3 pairs bred. 

Bedmond, 22 on Aug 24th. Chess Valley, one pair bred. Chorleywood Common, 
one pair bred. Furzefield Wood, one pair bred. Garston, c30 on Aug 9th. Oak 
Hill Park, 15 on July 19th. Stocker’s Lake, one pair bred. 

Alexandra Park, fours pairs bred successfully. Hampstead Heath, 21 on Aug 
31st. Trent Park, 31 on July 17th. Inner London: Hyde Park, pair feeding young 
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near Park Lane on July 9th. Kensington Gardens, bred. Regent’s Park, seven 
pairs bred; maximum count of 19 on Sept 19th. Also seen at other suitable sites. 
Foots Cray Meadows, 14 on June 13th and ten on July 12th. Littlebrook PS, a 
pair nested successfully on the Station. 

Arbrook Common, one territory in CBC plot. Barwell Court Farm, five territories 
in CBC area (three in 1992). Beddington SF, 26 on Aug 16th. Bookham Common, 
one territory in CBC plot (same as 1992). Nower Wood, two territories in CBC 
plot (same as 1992). Park Farm, four territories in CBC plot. Richmond Park, 
14 on Aug 22nd and 16 Sept 22nd. Inner London: Bankside, four circling high 
overhead on Oct 8th. Jubilee Gardens, a pair present in February and March. 


Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cettia 


Disappointingly, there were no records indicative of breeding this year after 
records in the past two years implied that the species might have been slowly 
establishing itself in the Area. One bird was trapped in late summer and the two 
records during the early winter related to the same bird. All records are given. 


Cheshunt GP, one seen on Jan 14th, Feb 10th, Feb 20th and Mar 1st (SCr, BR). 
Rye Meads, a male trapped on July 10th (RMRG). 


Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 


This species is a scarce breeder, mainly in the east of our Area, with populations 
fluctuating around low levels. There was a poor showing in 1993 as in 
1992, with about 13 birds heard reeling during the breeding season. The first 
bird of the year was at Turnford Marsh GP on Apr 18th. There were no autumn 
records. All records are given. 


Fishers Green, two singing males on Apr 21st, three on Apr 24th and four on 
June 19th. Hainault Forest, one singing male on June 3rd. Roding Valley, two 
singing males in June. Weald Park, two singing males on Apr 25th. 

Bowyers GP, one singing male on Apr 23rd. Stocker’s Lake, one singing male 
on June 4th. Turnford Marsh GP, one singing male on Apr 18th and 20th. 

South Norwood CP, one on Apr 24th. 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 


This year’s records suggest a small overall increase after a slight decline in 
1992 for this common breeding summer visitor to the London Area. Numbers at 
Rainham Marsh almost doubled from 40 pairs in 1992 to 76 in 1993, whereas 
numbers fell from 54 singing males to 44 at Rye Meads. The first bird of the 
year was at Hogsmill SF on the early date of Mar 27th, followed by a small 
influx from Apr 3rd onwards. The last was at Beddington SF on Oct 12th. 
Localities with ten or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses), and 
Inner London records are given. 


Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley (40). Fishers Green (10). Rainham Marsh 
(76). Walthamstow Res (15). 

Amwell GP (38). Rye Meads (44). 

Rammey Marsh (13). Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on May 10th, May 
28th, June 3rd and Aug 17th. 

Wraysbury GP (70). 

Beddington SF (10). 
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Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 


After just two records since 1980, both of which were in 1990, there were three 
records this year. All three birds arrived between May 22nd and June 13th, a 
typical time for this late migrant, and two stayed on territory for up to a 
month. News of the bird at Rye Meads was rightly released which allowed many 
London birdwatchers to see a species so rarely encountered in the Area. With an 
estimated ten to 20 pairs in Britain (Population Trends in British Breeding Birds, 
BTO 1990), this was an encouraging influx of a bird at the north-western edge 
of its breeding range and prompts hopes of future breeding. All records are 
given. 


Rye Meads, one singing male from May 22nd to June 19th (RMRG ef ai). 
Rammey Marsh, one singing male on June 13th (SC7, ADW). 
South Norwood CP, one singing male from June 9th to 25th (JBd, JBi). 


Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 


The sustained increase since 1988 of this common and widespread species seems 
to be continuing, albeit very slightly now. The first bird of the year was at Barn 
Elms Res on Apr 10th, but most arrived after Apr 16th. The last bird of the year 
was at Beddington SF on Oct 27th. 


The following comments on status were received: Dagenham Chase: ‘territories 
down (to 12) from 17 in 1992' (MKD), Rainham Marsh: ‘200 territories - up on 
1992 (180) (MKD), Molesey GP: ‘hanging on to former larger colony’ (SJS). 
Numbers increased at Amwell GP (30 to 36) and Rye Meads (22 to 33), but fell 
at Bedfont Lakes (15 to 10) and Hampstead Heath (10 to 5), compared to 1992. 
Localities with ten or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses) and 
Inner London records are given. 


Belhus Woods GP (12-14). Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley (110). Corbets 
Tey (14). Dagenham Chase (12). Essex Filter Beds (18). Rainham Marsh (200). 
Walthamstow Marshes (10-15). 

Amwell GP (36). Rye Meads (33). 

Bedfont Lakes (10). Inner London: Camley Street Natural Park, one present in 
June. Regent’s Park, singles on May 10th, May 12th and Aug 13th. 

Wraysbury GP (35). 

Dartford Marsh (14+). Littlebrook GP (10). Swanscombe Marsh (21). 
Beddington SF (10). South Norwood CP (10). 


Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 


The male present at Beddington SF in November 1992 was seen again in January 
this year. It or another was then seen at the same locality from Nov 7th to 
the end of the year. Assuming the Beddington records involved two different 
birds, the London Area total of records of this species since 1939 now stands at 
15onG6, 


Beddington SF, one male on Jan 16th and 17th (previously last seen on Nov 
26th 1992) and one from Nov 7th to the end of the year (BBR). 
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Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 


This species is widespread in small numbers throughout our Area and may even 
have bred in Inner London this year. The first bird of the year was at Feltham on 
Apr 18th followed by a widespread spring passage. There was a good passage 
of birds through Hampstead Heath during the autumn with 20 records of 
40 birds between Aug 9th and Sept 30th. The last migrant of the year was at 
Rye Meads on Oct 10th but on Nov 30th a wintering bird was found at Dagenham 
Chase. It stayed until Dec 21st and constituted the second winter record for this 
site (see LBR 55: 103). Inner London records are given. 


Regent’s Park, two on Apr 29th, one on May 6th, three on 10th, singles on 13th 
and 15th and Aug 10th, three on Aug 19th, one on 20th, and one on Sept 7th. 
On July 19th'an adult bird was seen which was probably a male. On the following 
day, July 20th, a different adult bird (probably a female) was seen feeding two or 
three heavily dependent juveniles. 

Battersea Park, one singing male on Apr 28th. 


Whitethroat Sylvia communis 


This is a widespread and common summer visitor to our Area which still seems 
to be increasing, at least in the Harlow area of Essex where it was the ‘best year 
for at least 20 years’ (RWB) and in south Essex it is thought to be back to 
the levels of the mid-1960s. A ‘great increase’ was also reported from Beddington 
SF (BBR). However, other comments received included those from Alexandra 
Park: ‘A very poor year. Only one territory compared to four in 1992' (APBR) 
and Stocker’s Lake: “Scarce this year. Did not breed’ (RRD). The first birds of 
the year were on Apr 10th at Rye Meads and Jubilee Park, and the last was at 
Dartford Marsh on Oct 13th. 


Localities with ten or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses) and 
Inner London records are given. 


Bedfords Row (8-10). Belhus Woods CP (12). Berwick Ponds (25-30). Corbets 
Tey (10-12). Dagenham Chase (18). Dagnam Park (12). Hainault Forest (12- 
15). Hornchurch CP (30). Rainham Marsh (63). South Hornchurch (30-40). 
Thorndon Park (13). 

Feltham (12). Rammey Marsh (18). Inner London: Camley Street Natural Park, 
one on May 11th. Regent’s Park, singles from May 10th to 12th and on Aug 
13th and 21st. 

Beddington SF (35). South Norwood CP (15). 


1992 Correction 
Potters Crouch, two on Apr 29th not Apr 9th as published in LBR 57. 


Garden Warbler . Sylvia borin 


This species was widely reported but few comments were received on its current 
status. The first bird of the year was on Apr 12th at Ruxley GP but most birds 
arrived after Apr 16th. Autumn passage peaked on Hampstead Heath between 
Aug 13th and 21st and the last bird of the year was on Sept 17th at Dulwich 
Woods. Inner London records are given. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Apr 27th, six on Apr 30th, two on May 
3rd, three on May 10th, singles on Aug 7th, 13th and 19th and four on Sept 6th. 
St James’s Park, one on Apr 27th. 
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Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 


Britain’s most successful warbler continues to increase in the London Area as 
well. Breeding populations increased at Dagnam Park, Hainault Forest, Harlow, 
More’s Wood, Nower Wood and Weald Park and the species also bred at seven 
sites in Inner London. Notable breeding populations included 55 territories at 
Hainault Forest, 25 at Hampstead Heath, 23 at Dulwich Woods and 16 at 
Richmond Park. 


The arrival and departure dates of migrants are very difficult to pinpoint in the 
London Area due to the high numbers of wintering birds, but probable new 
arrivals were recorded at one site on Mar 26th, two sites on Mar 28th and three 
on Mar 29th, with a further influx from Apr 2nd. The last birds to leave were 
probably those at Rye Meads on Oct 3rd, Hampstead Heath on Oct 12th and 
Colney Heath Lane on Oct 19th. 


A summary of winter records with comparative totals for 1992 and Inner London 
records are given. 


E H M IL B K S 1993 1992 
January & February 
Individuals 3 3 8 1 1 0 13 29 36 
Localities ; 3 3 8 1 1 0 < 25 26 
November & December 
Individuals 24 10 20 2 5 11 15 75 42 
Localities 11 6 12 1 1 7 12 50 30 


Whilst numbers were slightly lower at the beginning of the year compared to 
1992, they remained relatively high. Exceptional numbers of Blackcaps were 
present in our Area at the end of the year, the highest total ever in fact. The 
previous highest total of 59 individuals at 46 localities was at the end of 1985. 
Whilst the majority of these birds were widely scattered individuals mainly seen 
visiting gardens, there were eight at Fishers Green on Dec 13th. 


Aberdare Gardens, NW6, one singing male on Mar 8th and from Apr 15th to 
May 5th. Camley Street Natural Park, one male on May 19th and 20th. Greville 
Place, NW6, one pair bred. Holland Park, four territories including one pair 
with fledglings and two males on Nov 20th. Hyde Park, one pair bred. Kensington 
Gardens, one singing male from May 11th to 25th and one on Oct 10th. Regent’s 
Park, one on Jan 28th and Feb 15th, one on Apr 10th, five singing males on Apr 
22nd, eight on Apr 30th, one pair bred successfully, one on Aug Ist and up to 
four until mid-September. Steeles Road, NW3, one singing male on Apr 29th. 
New Cross Gate, three singing males on June 26th. 

Battersea Park, singing males on Mar 30th and Apr 28th. 


Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 


Since there is evidence that a proportion of males remain unmated, or, when 
mated, become polygamous (Population Trends in British Breeding Birds, BTO 
1990), it is very difficult to ascertain this species’ actual status in our Area. It 
seems to be a rare breeding species since, although 16 singing males were 
reported during May, only one pair were recorded as having probably bred. The 
first bird of the year was on the very early date of Apr 11th at Chiswell Green, 
although all other birds arrived after Apr 23rd when one was at Petts Wood and 
Apr 24th when birds were at three other sites. The last bird of the year was at 
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Havering CP on Aug 27th. One at Beddington SF on Aug 13th was the first 
recorded there since Apr 22nd 1968. 


All records are given. 


Dagnam Park, one from July 31st to Aug 24th, with two present on Aug Ist. 
Hainault Forest, one singing male on Apr 24th increased to three singing males 
on May 3rd, then decreased to one singing male from May 8th to June 1st, one 
of a pair that probably bred; one on Aug 17th. Havering CP, one on Aug 27th. 
Hornchurch, one singing male on May 16th. 

Broxbourne Woods, one singing male on May 8th. Chiswell Green, one on Apr 
11th. 

Hampstead Heath, one singing male on Apr 24th. Trent Park, two singing males 
between May 11th and 18th. West Ruislip GC, one singing male on June 26th. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on May 10th (ARD). 

Oxleas Wood, one singing male on May 9th and June Ist. Petts Wood, one 
singing male on Apr 23rd. Roundabout Wood, one singing male on Apr 28th 
and 29th. 

Addington Hills, up to three singing males on June 2nd and 3rd. Arbrook 
Common, one singing male on May 11th. Beddington SF, one on Aug 13th. 
Bookham Common, one singing male from Apr 30th to May 12th. Limpsfield 
Chart, two singing males during second half of May. Streatham Common, two 
singing males on Apr 24th. Wimbledon Common, one singing male on May 
23rd. 


1992 Additional Record 
Northaw Great Wood, a singing male on June 7th. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 


Although few comments on status were received records suggest that this bird 
remains a widespread breeding species. Counts of breeding populations (pairs 
or singing males) included 24 at Thorndon Park, 20 at Hainault Forest, 14 at 
Weald Park, 11-12 at Dagnam Park, 11 at Black Park, ten at Hampstead Heath 
and ten at Nower Wood. 


The arrival and departure dates of migrants are very difficult to pinpoint due to 
the high numbers of wintering birds in the London Area, but most probable new 
Spring migrants arrived in mid-March and most departing birds probably left by 
mid-October. Autumn passage was pronounced on Sept 11th when there were 
35 at Hainault Forest and 20 at Berwick Ponds and on Oct 3rd when there were 
12 at Beddington SF. 


Birds showing characteristics of one of the eastern. races, perhaps tristis were 
reported from Dagenham Chase during January (mo), Hogsmill SF on the unusual 
date of Apr 8th (MWr), Rammey Marsh on Nov 2nd (SCr), Sydenham Hill 
Estate, SE26, on Dec 12th (RK) and Walthamstow Marsh on Nov 23rd (JGI). 
Three of these birds were involved in an exceptional winter influx at the end of 
the year, as was the case with Blackcap. The 69 individuals reported in November 
and December was lower only than the total of 78 recorded in 1984. Although 
most of these birds involved widely scattered individuals there were up to nine 
at the Middlesex/Essex Filter Beds, a phenomenon rightly described by the 
observer as ‘Incredible!’ (SW). 
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A summary of winter records with comparative totals for 1992 and 1991, and 
Inner London records are given. 


E HOeMe VIE. B K S 1993 1992 1991 
January & February 
Individuals 10 10 4 8 6 5 4 47 37 54 
Localities 7 4 4 1 6 5 4 31 21 33 
November & December 
Individuals 16 6 19 0 8 11 9 69 62 61 
Localities 9 3 10 0 5 6 6 39 33 39 


Holland Park, two pairs summered of which one bred successfully. Kensington 
Gardens, one on Oct 10th. Regent’s Park, spring passage was reported from 
Mar 21st to Apr 23rd with a peak of five birds on any one day; autumn passage 
involved just two on Aug 6th and one on Oct 19th. St James’s Park, one singing 
male on Apr 27th. Steeles Road, NW3, one singing male on Feb 25th. 

New Cross Gate, two singing males presumably bred. 

Battersea Park, one singing male on Mar 30th. 


Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 


This species appears to be declining in the London Area. Tales of woe for 1993 
compounded those of 1992 and included such comments as ‘Where are they 
all?’ from Denham Mount (GCDJ), ‘Decline’ from Dulwich Woods (PBr), 
‘Decrease’ from Hampstead Heath (MAH) and ‘Numbers down on recent years’ 
from Harlow (RBW). 


The first bird of the year was on Mar 25th at Hampstead Heath and the last at 
Middlesex/Essex Filter Beds on Oct 16th. Autumn falls included 30 at Hampstead 
Heath on Aug 21st, 30-40 at Hainault Forest on Aug 24th and 22 at Middlesex/ 
Essex Filter Beds on Oct 2nd. 


Localities with twenty or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses) and 
Inner London records are given. 


Fishers Green (20). Hainault Forest (55). Havering (25-28). Thorndon Park (54). 
Weald Park (41). 

Inner London: Holland Park, one singing male in spring. Regent’s Park, one on 
Mar 31st, ten on Aug 7th and one on Sept 28th. Steeles Road, NW3, one singing 
male from Apr 13th to May 10th. 

Black Park (20). Wraysbury GP (40-50). 


Goldcrest Regulus regulus 


A massive increase in the number of breeding pairs/territories reported with 101 
against only 51 in 1992. Many well-watched sites reported increases so it seems 
that this may represent a real recovery in this species’ fortunes. Going against 
the trend was Wimbledon Common where none bred compared to two pairs in 
1992. With no serious hard weather, the usual small numbers were present in 
both winter periods and also par for the course was a general influx of late 
autumn migrants in October and November. Breeding season records (number 
of pairs or territories in parentheses) and parties of more than twenty are given 
below. Please continue to contribute all records from the breeding season. 


Bedfords Park (2). Chingford Plain (1). Great Warley (1). Hainault Forest (2); 
monthly maxima of 20 in January and February, 75 in October and 30 in 
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November. Havering CP (4). More’s Wood (1). Thorndon Park (4). Weald Park 
(3). 

Bricket Wood (7). Broxbourne Woods (6). Chess Valley (1). Chiswell Green 
(1). Chorleywood Common (5). Garston (7). Hilfield Park Res (6). Panshanger 
Park (1). Potters Crouch Plantation (7). St Alban’s Cathedral (1). Verulamium 
Lake (1+). Whippendell Woods (5). 

Alexandra Park (2). Brent Res (1). Hampstead Heath (5+). Trent Park (2+). 
Lavender Hill Cemetery (1). Vera Avenue N21 (1). Inner London: Holland Park, 
one or two pairs probably bred. Regent’s Park (1); 30 on Oct 25th. 

Black Park (1+). Northmoor Hill Wood (1). Ranston Covert (1). Wraysbury GP, 
30+ on Nov 27th. 

Bromley (1). Orpington (1). Sevenoaks (1). 

Dulwich (6). Limpsfield Chart (6+). Nower Wood CBC (2). Oxted (2). 


Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 
All records are given. 


Dagenham Chase, one from 1992 remained until Feb 28th (mo). Dagnam Park, 
one from 1992 remained until Mar 14th and one from Dec 27th into 1994 (CRJ). 
Hainault Forest, a singing male on May 1st (MKD). 

Cheshunt GP, on Mar 19th (PCA, EEM). Panshanger Park, two Oct 23rd with 
one remaining to Nov 18th (TWG). Rye House Marsh, one on Oct 7th (DLg). 


M Brent Res, one on Oct 23rd and 31st (ASMS ef al). Grovelands Park, one on 
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Apr 6th (RMC et al). Hampstead Heath, one on Apr 17th (PWD, MAH), one on 
Apr 30th (PWD) and a pair from May Ist to 4th (MAH et al); not thought to 
have bred this year. Lordship Lane Park, Tottenham and Tottenham Cemetery, 
one bird seen on several dates between Nov 23rd and Dec 24th (PL). Royal 
Masonic Hospital, W6, one on Mar 2nd and 3rd (NAn). Trent Park, a singing 
male on Apr 19th (RMC, RJW). Inner London: Camley Street Natural Park, 
one on Apr 22nd (per AJM). 

Black Park, one on Apr 19th (CJB). 

Dulwich Woods, a singing male on May 3rd and 4th (PBr). Peckham Rye Park, 
one on Dec 26th (RT). Putney Heath, one on Nov 3rd (RG). Sydenham Hill 
Wood, one on Nov 2nd and 3rd (PBr). 


1990 Additional Record 
Queen Mary GP, one on Dec 8th (RRG per CL). 


After last year’s confirmed breeding pair on Hampstead Heath, none are known 
to have bred in 1993, but a pair was present at this site in early May and two 
other singing males were also seen at other sites in early May. Otherwise, a 
good showing of spring and autumn migrants and wintering individuals with a 
notable influx of spring migrants in April. 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 


The table below summarises the number of pairs reported in each county in 
1993 compared with each year from 1988 to 1992. After last year’s increase it 
was disappointing to see a slip back to the depressed levels of 1990 and 1991. 
Many observers commented on a decline or complete absence during the summer 
months, so it seems there can be little doubt than the species is genuinely declining 
although erratic coverage from year to year can give misleading data. 
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Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
1988 61 19 18 - - 11 15 124 
1989 47 17 34 8 . 1 15 122 
1990 23 10 20 3 - J 7 68 
199i 37 i 20 - - 8 6 78 
1992 43 7/ 31 2 - 7) 6 96 
1993 32 14 16 1 3 1 12 79 


The largest number of territories reported was once again from Hainault Forest 
with 11 pairs (12 in-1992 and 14 in 1991). The first migrant of the year was at 
Bedmond on the early date of Apr 30th but most sites received their first between 
May 5th and 13th. Autumn migration was fairly light although there was a good 
series of records from Havering CP with maxima of 23 on Aug 23rd and 20 on 
25th. The last was at Dartford Marsh on Oct 1st. Inner London records are 
summarised below. 


M Inner London: Kensington Gardens, one pair bred. Regent’s Park, one on May 


S 


1349 


18th, one on Aug 10th, three on Aug 18th and then small numbers sporadically 
until the last on Sept 23rd. 
Inner London: Battersea Park, one on Sept 11th. 


Pied Flycatcher | Ficedula hypoleuca 


Fourteen records (fifteen birds) is a very, very poor showing indeed for this scarce 
migrant through the London Area. To put this into context, the average annual 
number of records for the ten years to 1993 was 42. However, the annual totals 
of this species have always been subject to great fluctuations and are heavily 
dependent on weather conditions during the peak migration periods. This implies 
there is little cause for alarm with the 1993 showing and one can only hope that 
weather conditions in the next few years are more conducive to bringing down 
this little gem of a bird in the London Area. All records are given. 
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Berwick Ponds, a pair on Apr 21st (SRP). Dagnam Park, males on Apr 19th 
and Aug ist (CRJ). 

St Albans, a male in observer’s garden on Aug 16th (per G Simpson). 

Alexandra Park, one on Sept 22nd (APBR). Brent Res, a male on May 8th 
(JAz, RBd, CRe). Middlesex Filter Beds, one on Sept 19th and 20th (SW). Queen’s 
Wood, Highgate, a male on Apr 11th (MAH). Inner London: Regent’s Park, 
singles on Sept 13th and 18th (ARD). 

Beddington SF, one on July 29th (AGh). Court Lane, Dulwich, a female on Apr 
19th (PBr). Dulwich Park, one from Sept 2nd to 14th (PBr). Dulwich Woods, 
one on Sept 2nd (PBr). 


Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus 


After last year’s upbeat comments about this species beginning to establish 
itself as a breeding species in the Area, it is sad to report a complete lack of 
summer records in 1993. Disappointingly, at one recent breeding site, mature 
reeds were cut down by anglers. There was, however, a good series of autumn 
records and one group of these arrivals stayed on to spend the winter in the 
Area. It certainly seems that mid-October through to late November is the time 
to look for this species in unexpected places in the Area 


Berwick Ponds, two or three on Nov 28th (MKD). Dagenham Chase, three on 
Oct 19th and 20th, two on Nov 8th, four on Nov 9th and three on Nov 11th 
(KB, MLr). Rainham Marsh, two on Oct 17th and three on Nov 5th (BO’D,WV). 
Amwell GP, two from Oct 9th to 19th (BR et al) and probably the same two at 
Rye Meads on Oct 30th (GJW). 

Beddington SF, one on Oct 26th and 27th (BBR, SWG). South Norwood CP, 
five from Nov 1st to year end (JBd et al). 


Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 


A common and widespread resident species which continues to flourish in the 
London Area. Large counts and a summary of Inner London records are given 
below. 


Dagnam Park, nine pairs bred. Hainault Forest, 30 pairs bred; 75 on Oct 9th and 
70 on Dec 27th. 

Cheshunt GP, 58 on Sept 7th. Panshanger Park, 110 on Oct 23rd. 

Alexandra Park, at least seven pairs bred. Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington 
Gardens - present. Regent’s Park, four pairs bred; up to 35 counted in the autumn. 
Wraysbury GP, c50 on May 22nd and c100 on Oct 23rd. 

Holmethorpe SP, 75 on Sept 28th. 


Marsh Tit Parus palustris 
The minimum number of breeding pairs reported in each county was as follows: 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
21 6 - 1 c20 11 59 


The plea for records made in recent LBRs has clearly had an effect, particularly 
in Kent where AJM and BEW should be congratulated on finding the species in 
eight woodlands in the sector during June and July. A minimum total of 59 
territories is the highest reported in the London Area for many years and is 
probably as near to an accurate reflection of the number present that we will get. 
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The species is clearly extremely scarce in Middx where there were just two 
records for the whole year. Even in Surrey, where 11 territories were reported, 
records came from only four sites. The highest counts were 12-14 pairs at Hainault 
Forest (stable), seven territories at Nower Wood (six in 1992) and from Kent 
eight pairs in Chalkhurst Wood. Please continue to send in all records of this 
and the next species. 


Willow Tit 


After the cheer provided by the previous species, it is back down to earth with a 
bump when the records for Willow Tit are examined. The alarming decline 
continues with a minimum of only about nine pairs reported as breeding and 
about 14 sites holding the species in the breeding season. Observers continue to 
comment on local decline or complete disappearance and the situation is clearly 
at its worst away from Essex and Herts. Once again we would make a plea for 
all records to be submitted and we would be very interested to receive all 
comments on local status changes for this species, even from sites where it has 
been extinct for some time. 


Parus montanus 


The histogram below shows the number of sites reporting the species in 1970, 
1980 and every year since 1986. The obvious decline is even more serious when 
the increase in observer coverage over this period is taken into account. 


Willow Tit in the London Area 
Number of sites in breeding season 
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Epping Forest, one pair bred in SW of the forest. Fishers Green, one pair bred. 
Hainault Forest, one on Jan 30th; now extinct as a breeding species. Hall Marsh, 
singles on Jan 20th, June 16th and Aug 8th. More’s Wood, one pair present. 
Ongar, Boarded Barns CBC plot, one pair bred. Theydon Bois, one pair bred. 
Bricket Wood area, at least two pairs in June and July. Brookmans Park, one 
pair bred. Cassiobury Park, one on Feb 2nd. Potters Crouch Plantation, a pair on 
May 4th and July 30th. Rye Meads, up to two in January, one in February, three 
in March, two in April, two in July and one in November. Well Wood, Northaw, 
one on June Sth. . 

Bedfont Lakes, a juvenile trapped on Aug 14th. Downe Barns Farm, a singing 
male on Apr 24th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Aug 24th and Sept 12th. 
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Black Park, one on Nov 9th. 

Crofton Heath, one on Apr 12th. Sevenoaks Reserve, seven on Jan 23rd, singles 
in February, March, April and June, five on July 25th and one on Aug 30th - 
may well breed in the area. 

Coulsdon Common, one on Mar 28th. South Norwood CP, one on Feb 21st was 
the first record for the site. 


Coal Tit Parus ater 


As usual, few records were received of this widespread resident breeding species. 
Again, Hainault Forest and Hampstead Heath reported the largest number of 
breeding pairs with about 20 at each site (stable). However, two CBC sites in 
Surrey reported declines (Bookham Common and Nower Wood). Inner London 
records are given below. 


Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, one pair bred. Regent’s Park, 
bred as usual. St James’s Park, a singing male on Mar 12th. 


Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 


A widespread, common breeding species which is very under-recorded. Some 
selected breeding records are given. 


Dagnam Park, ‘bred and probably increasing’. Hainault Forest, c80 pairs bred 
(increase from 60-70 in 1992). More’s Wood CBC plot, 13 pairs bred (17 in 
1992). Rainham Marsh, 15 pairs bred. 

Bricket Wood CBC plot, 12 territories (14 in 1991 and 15 in 1992). Hilfield 
Park Res, 11 pairs bred in nestboxes. Rye Meads, 17 pairs bred; 247 were ringed 
during the year - a good total. Tykeswater Lake, 22 pairs bred in nestboxes. 
Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, several pairs bred. Regent’s 
Park, many pairs bred. St James’s Park, bred. 

Arbrook Common, 23 territories on CBC plot (17 in 1992). Barwell Court, 19 
territories on CBC plot (18 in 1992). Bookham Common, 20 territories on CBC 
plot (same as 1992 but decrease from 31 in 1990). Nower Wood, 46 territories 
on CBC plot (47 in 1992). Park Farm CBC, 21 territories (24 in 1992). 


Great Tit Parus major 


As with the previous species, undoubtedly widespread and under-recorded. Some 
selected breeding records are given. 


Hainault Forest, c60 pairs bred (40-45 in 1992). More’s Wood CBC plot, eight 
pairs bred (six in 1992). 

Bricket Wood CBC plot, 14 territories (12 in 1992). Rye Meads, 19 pairs bred; 
176 ringed during the year - a good total. 

Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, bred. Regent’s Park, bred. St 
James’s Park, probably bred. 

Arbrook Common CBC, 33 territories (15 in 1992). Bookham Common, 14 
territories on CBC plot (same as 1992). Nower Wood, 33 territories on CBC 
plot (27 in 1992). Inner London: Brunswick Park, present throughout year and 
probably bred. 
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Nuthatch Sitta europaea 


The small decline reported last year seemed to continue in 1993. At Bricket 
Wood only two pairs could be found on the CBC plot compared to four in 1992 
and 25 at the start of the 1990s. At Garston, there were “possibly slightly fewer 
this year’ and at Hainault Forest, eight pairs bred as against eight to ten in 1992. 
However, the species seems to continue to increase at its London stronghold of 
Hampstead Heath where a minimum of c25 pairs were present. The only other 
double figure count came from Nower Wood CBC plot (10). Inner London records 
are given below. 


M Inner London: Kensington Gardens, bred; a family party seen in August. 
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Regent’s Park, one on Nov 12th. 


Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 


A widespread but under-recorded breeding resident species in any suitable wood 
in the Area, including Inner London. The largest number of breeding territories 
reported was 30 at Bricket Wood with other double figure counts from 
Hainault Forest (15) with a similar number at Hampstead Heath. All Inner London 
records are given below. 


M Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, one pair possibly bred. Regent’s 
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Park, two on Jan 5th and one from Nov 8th to 24th. 


Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 





Dagenham Chase, a first-summer male on June 6th (KB, LHn). Havering CP, 
one on May 27th (KB) was either a dull first-summer male or a female. 
Hampstead Heath, a singing adult male from 07.15 to 08.10 hrs on May 18th 
(MAH, WEO). 

Richmond Park, a male on May 26th (MBe). 


Another excellent series of typically late spring migrants. A total of four birds is 
the exactly the same as in 1992 which in turn was the best showing for this 


‘Species in the Area since 1987. 
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Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 
Alexandra Park, a juvenile on Sept 29th (AGn, GN et al). 


After a blank in 1992, a typical autumn date for this very scarce migrant in the 
London Area. The bird was found at 09.45 hrs and was still present as the light 
faded at 17.30 hrs. A fine reward for a dedicated group of local patch workers. 


Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor 
Beddington Corner, one from Oct 30th to Nov 3rd (BBR per SWG). 


Again a rather typical record of a scarce migrant and winter visitor. After staying 
for five days it is somewhat disappointing that this individual did not stay to 
spend the winter in the area, perhaps at nearby Beddington SF where there is 
ample suitable habitat. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius 


A widespread and under-recorded species. A small autumn influx was again 
apparent in late September/early October. At this time interesting movements 
included 11 flying E at Sydenham Hill Estate on Sept 30th, 20 at Berwick Ponds 
on Sept 26th, 12 at Cheshunt GP on Oct 4th and nine in a flock at Bedmond on 
Oct 2nd. At Hainault Forest numbers in October were thought to be about 20% 
higher than in a normal autumn. Further evidence that this species does move 
through the London Area in autumn came from Forest Hill where up to eight 
were noted during several visible migration watches during September. Notable 
breeding counts and Inner London records are given. There are undoubtedly 
more birds than this in Inner London. 


Hainault Forest, 15-20 pairs bred. 

Hampstead Heath, ten plus pairs bred. Inner London: Holland Park, one on Jan 
4th and Mar 3rd. Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, two on Oct 14th. Regent’s 
Park, five pairs bred. St James’s Park, one on Nov 5th. Warwick Place, W9, one 
on Oct 14th. 

Inner London: Archbishop’s Palace, one on Jan 4th. Peckham Park Rd, one on 
Feb 25th. Queen’s Rd, SE14, three on Sept 21st. Southwark Town Hall, one on 
Oct 13th. 


Magpie Pica pica 


A very successful species in the Area which will occupy almost any area of 
suitable habitat, including small green spaces in heavily built up areas. It is well 
established in the central London Royal Parks and is beginning to establish 
itself outside of these areas in the centre of the city. Interesting observations 
came from Epsom where one was seen to take a male House Sparrow on May 
12th and from South Norwood CP where a leucistic bird was present on several 
dates early in the year. High breeding counts, counts of fifty or more and Inner 
London breeding records are given below. 


Berwick Ponds, 50 on Jan 2nd. Dagenham Chase, 50 on Jan 23rd. Hainault 
Forest, 30 pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, 65 on Jan 23rd and 60 on Dec Sth. 
Amwell GP, 55 at roost on Feb 19th. Rye Meads, eleven pairs bred. Stanstead 
Abbotts GP, 120 at roost on Feb 26th. 
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Alexandra Park, at least ten pairs bred. Hampstead Heath, at least ten pairs 
bred; up to 100 birds at roost in both winter periods. Inner London: Hyde Park/ 
Kensington Gardens, bred. Regent’s Park, bred. St James’s Park, bred. 

The highest counts for the sector were 40 at Dartford Marsh on Dec 31st and at 
Foots Cray Meadows on Dec 30th. 

Barwell Court CBC plot, ten pairs bred. Coulsdon, 200+ at roost in Devilsden 
Woods on Jan 9th. Park Farm, Chessington, CBC plot, 12 pairs bred. 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula 


A locally common species outside the inner urban area of London where it is at 
best only an irregular migrant. Unusual numbers were noted migrating through 
urban sites in north London in the period Oct 15th to 23rd. This coincided with 
large numbers recorded from coastal migration points in southern Britain. More 
records of spring and autumn movements would be appreciated. All breeding records, 
counts of 100 or more, notable visible migration movements and all Inner London 
records are given below. 


Dagnam Park, seven pairs bred. Hainault Forest, ten pairs bred. Havering, three 
or four pairs bred. Fishers Green, 100 on Jan ist. Rainham Marsh, 100 on Oct 
30th. Thorndon Park, eight pairs bred. Upshire, 500 on Jan 9th. Weald Park, 11- 
12 pairs bred. 

Borehamwood, 250 flying to roost on July 13th. Bricket Wood, two or three 
pairs bred. 

Alexandra Park, visible movements included 18 on Oct 15th and 15 on Oct 
16th. Brent Res, 35 moved over in one flock on Oct 17th. Hampstead Heath, one 
pair bred successfully - the first such occurrence at this site for at least 50 years; 
c45 moved south on Oct 23rd. Hampton Court Park, 260 on July 2nd and a roost 
flight of c500 on Aug 20th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Mar 8th, 10th 
and 15th and Sept 19th and six on Oct 15th. 

Langley Park, three pairs bred. 

Barwell Court CBC plot, one territory. Epsom Common, 615 flew to roost on 
Feb 14th and c400 in November. Hurst Green, one pair bred in a chimney. Nower 
Wood CBC plot, one territory. Surbiton, roost flights included 340 on Jan 19th 
and 350 on Feb 6th. 


Rook Corvus frugilegus 


With so little consistency of coverage from year to year it is difficult to form an 
objective opinion about population trends. What little evidence there is seems to 
Suggest an encouraging stabilisation and/or increase after a period of decline. It 
would be very helpful if observers who sent in nest counts this year could to 
continue to do so in the future for the same rookeries. 


The species remains a scarce spring and autumn migrant in the inner urban 
areas. An interesting migration observation came from Hampstead Heath where 
14 moved S with c45 Jackdaws on Oct 23rd - a very high count for an urban site. 
The highest counts for the year were 400 at Aveley Landfill in June and July. 
Breeding counts and an Inner London record are given below. 


Aveley Landfill, 25 nests (20-25 in 1992). Clay Tye Wood, North Ockendon, 35 
nests. Coopersale, 83 nests. Epping High St, five nests. Stapleford Tawney, 13 
nests. 
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Bricket Wood, 11 nests (recolonisation of old site). Grove Mill Lane, Watford, 
16 nests. Hunton Bridge Hill, 39 nests (36 in 1992). Shenley Hospital, 43 nests. 
Verulamium Lake, 33 nests (22 in 1992). 

Inner London: Regent’s Park, two on May Sth and one on May 11th (ARD). 
Denham Place, 82 nests (c40 in 1992). Long Coppice, 37 nests (19 in 1992). 
Richings Park, 21 nests. 

Downe, eight nests. Lullingstone Park, 25 nests (20 in 1992). 

Nuthill Ridge, c20 nests (14 in 1992). Titsey, 20+ nests (‘an active and growing 
rookery’). 


Carrion Crow Corvus corone 


Widespread and abundant breeding resident. More roost counts would be 
appreciated. Counts of 200 or more and Inner London breeding records are given 
below: 


Rainham Marsh, up to 500 in January, 250 in February, 250 in March, 300 in 
April, 300 in July, 150 in August, 350 in September, 500 in October, 250 in 
November and 500 in December. Walthamstow Marsh, 200 on Jan 10th. 

Bricket Wood, 200+ on Feb 8th and 300+ on Oct 27th. 

Brent Res, 300+ on Mar 7th. Hampstead Heath, up to 900 at the Kenwood roost 
in both winter periods; observations suggest that many of these birds flight from 
Inner London to roost at Ken Wood. Inner London: bred at the following sites - 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, Regent’s Park and St James’s Park. 
Holmethorpe SP, 800 at roost on Feb 17th. 


Starling Sturnus vulgaris 


Despite suggestions of a declining population the recently published BTO Atlas 
of Breeding Birds for 1988-91 revealed no marked range contraction. Recently 
published BTO Common Bird Census indices do reveal a marked decline, 
although these annual censuses do not cover urban or suburban areas, where 
substantial proportions of the population breed. All records of 1,000 or more, 
those of unusually plumaged birds, as well as Inner London records are given. 


Berwick Ponds, 1,000 on July 7th. Hainault Forest, 15 pairs bred; numbers 
apparently decreasing. Rainham GP, 1,000 on July 7th. Rainham Marsh, 2,500 
in January, 3,000 in February, 3,000 in October and 2,000 in November. Romford, 
1,500 on Nov Ist. 

Rye Meads, 2,000 on Sept 3rd. 

Ponders End, 5,000 roosting in Durants Park in August and September. Rammey 
Marsh, the leucisitic, off-white bird seen nearby in 1992 (LBR 57:114) was here 
on July 31st. South Ruislip, 1,000 flying to roost on Mar 6th. Inner London: 
bred at both Kensington Gardens and Regent’s Park, although exact numbers 
not known. Westminster, commonly recorded in all months. Large numbers are 
known to still roost in the centre of London and any counts from these sites 
would be much appreciated. 

Forest Hill, 1,000+ flying towards central London to roost. 

Epsom, a light-fawn coloured partial albino on Dec 11th. Holmethorpe SP, 2,000 
roosting during the autumn. Woodmansterne, an albino on Feb 9th. Inner London: 
Waterloo, Lambeth and Vauxhall, commonly recorded in all months. 
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House Sparrow Passer domesticus 


Localised and patchy evidence of falling populations continue to be reported; 
nationally the population has fallen by about 6% in the last 20 years and this has 
been reflected,in Denmark, the Netherlands and Sweden. Gatherings of 300 or 
more, sightings that provide evidence of falling populations as well as all Inner 
London records are given. 


Dagenham Chase, 300 in January and February. Hainault Forest, still breeds in 
small numbers in the wooded areas, although ‘numbers have declined since the 
early 1980s’ (MKD). 

Cheshunt, 200 roosting on Jan 22nd in Windmill Lane and 100 roosting on Feb 
10th in Cadmore Lane. Chess Valley, one on June 5th; two subsequent visits failed 
to produce any sightings. Chorleywood Common, no sightings here during the 
summer. Hoddesdon, 350 on Jan 31st and 300 in February were roosting on the 
Pindar Road industrial estate. Rickmansworth, one observer stated that ‘there 
seem to be fewer birds’; also in the same area at Batchworth there were no 
sightings during the year for the third year running, where previously groups of 
20-30 were not uncommon in winter. . 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, bred, exact numbers not known. Westminster, 
commonly recorded in all months. 

Inner London: Lambeth, Vauxhall and Waterloo, commonly recorded in all 
months. 


Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 


Reported breeding totals were similar to last year, although the number of pairs 
at Beddington SF - London’s stronghold - rose from 50 in 1992 to 60 this year; 
away from this site totals were identical at 26. It would seem that most breeding 
sites are now reporting stable numbers - it could be that the long term decline of 
this endearing seedeater is levelling out. It is well known that population levels 
of this sparrow fluctuate in an irregular and cyclical way. Breeding populations 
in this country are apparently dependent on influxes of continental birds at times 
of high population levels; declines then follow in this country as the number of 
immigrants subsides. All breeding localities (total numbers of pairs in 
parentheses) and gatherings of five or more-are given, except for Surrey and 
Kent where all records ‘are detailed. 


Berwick Ponds (2-3). Corbets Tey (7) - numbers stable. Essex/Middx Filter 
Beds (4); maxima of eight in March, seven in May, ten in June, 30 in July, 40 in 
August and 35 in September. Fairlop (3); five on Apr 13th. Harlow, ten on Jan 
1st. Walthamstow Res (3-4), 20 on Mar 28th and Aug 29th, 24 on Sept 2nd, ten 
on Oct 3rd. 

Beech Farm GP, ten on June 6th, bred. Coursers Lane Fields, ten on Aug 28th, 40 
on Sept 25th. Potters Crouch Farm and Smug Oak Lane, absent from previous 
breeding sites. Tyttenhanger GP, eight on Nov 15th. 

Deephams SF, 12-15 on Dec 10th. Hampton Court Park, seven on Feb 16th, 12 
on 17th, seven on Mar 10th. Perry Oaks SF (3). 

Chipstead Lake, singles in March and September. Dartford Marsh, singles in 
January and March. Eynesford, one pair in June. Ruxley, one in October. 
Beddington SF, winter maximum was 200 on Jan 17th; 60 pairs bred raising 
c140 juveniles from the first broods; c75 on Aug 30th. Dulwich Woods, one on 
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Oct 5th. Holmethorpe SP (2); up to three in February and March. Oxted, at least 
six on Mar 6th. South Norwood CP, five on Jan 15th. Thames Ditton, seven on 
Nov 25th. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 


At the beginning of the year there were four flocks of 100 or more, the largest 
being c150 at Holmethorpe SP on Mar 16th. The largest breeding concentration 
reported was 25 pairs at Hainault Forest. Nationally the population is stable. 
Details of flocks of 100 or more, Inner London records, as well as a summary of 
autumn passage is given below. 


Dagnam Park, 100 on Mar 28th. Hainault Forest, 100 on Jan 9th. 

Potters Crouch, c100 on Feb 9th and 23rd. 

Inner London: Regent’s Park, at least five pairs bred. Hyde Park, one singing 
male in April. Kensington Gardens, one pair bred. 

Wraysbury GP, the highest count was 40 in February. 

Holmethorpe SP, c150 on Mar 16th. 


Autumn passage spread from Oct 4th to Nov 15th, with the clear peak falling 
between Oct 15th and 30th. Movements were as follows - Oct 15th: five flew 
NW over St James’s Park and 50 flew NW over Sydenham, Oct 16th: 307 flew 
NW over Sydenham, 96 WNW over Forest Hill and 39 W over Hoblingwell 
Wood, Oct 17th: c130 flew WNW over Forest Hill and 53 W over Hoblingwell 
Wood, Oct 20th: 65 flew NE over Hampstead Heath, Oct 23rd: 100 Rye Meads and 
33 flew WNW over Forest Hill, Oct 24th: 35 flew WNW over Forest Hill. Finally, 
the remaining counts were all from Hampstead Heath with 65 NE on 25th, 30 N on 
26th, 51 NE on 28th and 30 N on 29th. 


Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 


At the start of the year there were records of up to five at 15 localities. The last 
record of the spring was at Beddington SF on Apr 18th. Autumn passage began 
on Oct 4th with one at Regent’s Park and continued well into November, the 
peak count being a single flock of 60 which flew E over Hampstead Heath on 
Nov 7th. At the end of the year there were up to 20 at 25 localities. Records of 
five or more, as well as Inner London records are given 


Dagnam Park, spring passage from Mar 19th to Apr 12th, with peaks of five on 
Mar 20th and six on Mar 24th. High Beech, Epping Forest, five on Nov 11th, 20 
on Nov 18th. 

Hampstead Heath, visible migration noted from Oct 15th to Nov 20th with peaks 
of five on Oct 25th and 60 flying E on Nov 7th. Upper Halliford, 12 on Oct 25th. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Oct 4th, six on 15th, two on 18th, two on 
25th, one on 26th, 12 on 28th and lastly one on Nov 4th (ARD). 

Dulwich Woods, nine flew SE on Oct 29th. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 


Only two flocks of 100 or more were reported during the year, a great reduction 
on recent yearly totals of seven or more flocks. Population declines were noted 
at both Dagnam Park and Hainault Forest in Essex. Flocks of 100 or more and 
breeding records for Inner London are given. 
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Dagnam Park, about ten pairs bred - apparently declining. Hainault Forest, 15 
pairs bred - a slight decline. Rainham Marsh, 100 on Oct 3rd, rising to 400 on 
Oth and down to 200 on 23rd, 150 on Nov 27th, 200 on Dec 5th. 

The largest county count was 90 at Smallford GP on Jan 31st. 

Inner London: Kensington Gardens, at least one pair bred. Regent’s Park, bred, 
but exact numbers not known. 

The largest count was c70 at Langley Park on Sept Ist. 

Forest Hill, 25 flying NNW on Oct 31st was the largest count. 

Hurst Green, 200-250 feeding on linseed on Oct 18th. Inner London: Breeding 
season records were noted at Archbishop’s Palace at Lambeth, Bankside PS and 
Jubilee Gardens. 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 


About 80% of the British population of this attractive finch winters on the 
continent, so winter flock totals are bound to fluctuate from year to year dependent 
on weather and local feeding conditions. At the beginning of the year there were 
two flocks of 100 or more with three flocks at the end, the largest gathering 
being 300 at Rainham on Sept 25th. No comments on breeding status were 
received. Larger counts and all Inner London records are given. 


King George V Res, 60 on Sept 16th. Rainham Marsh, 200 on Jan 1st, 120 in 
August, 300 on Sept 25th, 225 on Oct 9th falling to 150 by Oct 30th. 

Croxley Moor, 200 on Sept 15th. Stanstead Abbotts GP, c50 on Jan 16th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, 100, in two flocks, on Aug 6th. 

The highest count was 80 at St Pancras Cemetery on Sept 14th, followed by 60 
at Tottenham Marsh on Aug 31st. Inner London: Regent’s Park, bred, but exact 
numbers not known; up to 15 in February and up to eight from October to 
December. 

Delaford Park, c50 on Sept 4th. 

Erith Marshes, 50+ on Sept 1st. Foots Cray M Meadows, 80 on Aug 30th. Sevenoaks 
Reserve, 100 on Jan 7th, 70 on Feb 6th, 120 on Mar 6th. 

Raynes Park, c50 on Sept 23rd. Richmond Park, c80 on Aug 30th. Walton Res, 
80 on Jan 23rd. Inner London: Burgess Park, eight on Feb 11th, three on Aug 
22nd. Chatham Sfreet, SE17, two on Apr 22nd. Grange Road, SE1, three on 
Mar 8th, five on July 2nd. Imperial War Museum, three on June 11th. Mandela 
Way, 15 on Feb 25th, four on Apr 21st, three. on June 11th. Willow Walk, SE1, 
five on May 14th. Vauxhall, eight on Feb 11th, also present from April to June. 


Siskin : Carduelis spinus 


This species is currently expanding its range (there has been an 80% national 
increase in the last 20 years) so it is only a matter of time before confirmed 
breeding takes place in London. It was quite widespread at the beginning of the 
year six flocks of 100 or more, with 13 further flocks of 50 or more. The last 
record of the spring was at Hall Marsh on May 31st and, unlike last year, there 
was only one midsummer record - a juvenile at Dulwich on July 21st. The first 
autumn migrant was at Cheshunt on Sept 7th; a total of four flocks of 100 or 
more were recorded at the end of the year, with seven further flocks of 50 or 
more. Groups of 100 or more, or the highest county counts, a midsummer record, 
as well as Inner London records are given. 
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Fishers Green, 100 on Feb 3rd and 16th. Waltham Abbey, 100 on Jan 31st. 
Cheshunt GP, 400 on Feb 14th, 150 on Dec 31st. Panshanger Park, 120 on Jan 
16th, 120 on Nov 21st. Stocker’s Lake, 150 on Dec 12th. 

Bushy Park, 100+ on Feb 14th. Hampstead Heath, 100 during November and 
150 during December; small numbers of visible migrants noted from Sept 18th 
to Oct 23rd. Yiewsley GP, c150 on Jan 31st. Inner London: Hyde Park, a flock 
of 12 flew over on one date in December. Regent’s Park, up to 11 in February 
and March; the first record of the autumn was four on Oct 4th, this was followed 
by an ‘exceptionally large passage with groups of up to 30 birds passing over 
daily’ (ARD) until the end of October, also present in November and December 
with a maximum of 40 on Dec 30th. Trafalgar Square, seven flew over on Dec 
23rd. 

The best count was c70 in Black Park on Dec 25th. 

Darenth Lakes, 110 on Feb 18th. 

Dulwich Woods, the best county count was 75 on Oct 6th; a juvenile on July 
21st. 


Linnet } Carduelis cannabina 


At the beginning of the year there were five flocks of 100 or more, the largest 
being 350 at Harlington on Apr 7th; at the end of the year there were eight flocks 
of 100 or more, the biggest being 300 at Rainham Marsh on Nov Ist. Gatherings 
of 100 or more, evidence of passage and Inner London records are given. 


Barking Bay, 240 on Oct 7th. Berwick Ponds, 100 on Apr 6th and Sept 26th. 
Rainham Marsh, 110 on Feb 24th, 100 on Mar 6th; at least 100 present from 
July until the end of the year with peaks of 200 on Aug 13th, Sept 25th and Oct 
10th and 300 on Nov 1st. West Thurrock, 100 on Dec Sth. 

The best count was 80 at Amwell GP on Oct 2nd. 

Harlington, c350 on Apr 7th. Lleiecefeintelsngcinin, 100+ on Jan 12th. Perry Oaks 
SF, c150 on Sept 26th. 

Queen Mother Res, c250 on Sept 10th. 

Darenth, 179 on Apr 17th. Dartford Marsh, c100 on Aug 8th and c200 on Aug 
14th. 

Epsom, 150 on Oct 24th at Malden Rushett. Holmethorpe SP, 55 flew S on Oct 
8th. Inner London: Bankside PS, one on May 17th and four on Aug 2nd. Battersea 
Park, 18 flew SE on Sept 11th. Vauxhall, a female on June 28th may well have 
been breeding. 
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Twite Carduelis flavirostris 


Although regular along the east coast of Britain in winter, numbers fluctuate 
quite markedly each year and these variations are obviously reflected at other 
localities. Rainham remains the tenuous stronghold for this northern finch in 
London, although totals this year were at very much of a low ebb. 


Rainham Marsh, two on Jan 30th, Mar 7th; three on Oct 30th, two on Nov 13th 
and 27th, one on 28th and two on Dec 5th (MKD, GRE, SRP et al). 


Redpoll Carduelis flammea 


The decline of this attractive arboreal seedeater continued this year with only 
three flocks of 50 or more at the beginning of the year and none at the end - this 
compares with 1992 when there were five such flocks. Comments on breeding 
Status were noted at Hainault Forest ‘still declining’ (MKD) and reductions were 
reported from More’s Wood and Hampstead Heath, although pairs at Weald Park 
rose from one in 1992 to eight this year. The recently published BTO Atlas of 
Breeding Birds documents a continuing decline from the mid-1970s. since when 
overall distribution has fallen by 11% from an historically high level. Breeding 
records (total number of pairs or singing males in parentheses), counts of 25 or 
more and Inner London records are given. 


Fishers Green (1); 50 on Feb 3rd. Hainault Forest, 25 on Jan 9th; three to five 
pairs summered - ‘still declining’. Havering CP (2). Thorndon Park, 30 on Apr 
4th. More’s Wood (1), down from two in 1992. Weald Park (8). 

Balls Wood, 35 on Mar 31st. Stocker’s Lake, 40 on Jan 1st. 

Alexandra Park (3). Bentley Priory, 30+ on Feb 25th and Mar 2nd. Brent Res 
(1). Downe Barns Farm (1). Finsbury Park (2). Hampstead Heath, up to 40 in 
March and April; did not breed this year. Tufnell Park (1). Inner London: 
Eccleston Square, SW1, one on Apr 10th. Regent’s Park, one or two from January 
to June, but five on Apr 27th; one on Aug 8th, eight on Oct 5th, four on Oct 
14th, seven on Oct 15th and one or two from Oct 18th to Nov 10th. Tower of 
London, c20 on Nov 21st, after overnight snow. 

Crofton Heath, 30 on Feb 9th. Sevenoaks Reserve, 100 on Feb 11th, 170 on Feb 
14th, 45 on Feb 27th, 100 on Mar 6th. 

Dulwich Park (1). Sydenham, 25 flew S on Oct 7th. Wimbledon Common, 30 
on Apr 11th. 


Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 


A mere four records is the lowest total for many years. All records are given. 


Dagnam Park, nine (including at least two males) flew NW on Aug 22nd and 
four flew E on Aug 29th (CRJ, DSn). 

Cheshunt, one on Sept 8th, was in gardens along Barrow Lane (SCr). 

Clapham Common, one flew over Broxash Road calling on Nov 17th (NRS). 


Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 


A common resident species which penetrates even the centre of London where 
suitable habitat exists. It is massively under-recorded and more territory counts 
would be appreciated. An indication of status change came from Rye Meads 
where 33 birds were trapped in 1993 ‘the third bad year in a row’. The largest 
flock was 15 at Dagnam Park. National BTO Common Bird Census indices 
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document a decline since the mid-1970s, which continues into the present decade. 
Significant breeding concentrations, a ringing count and all Inner London records 
are given. 


Hainault Forest, 11 pairs bred (down from 15 in 1992). 

Bricket Wood, a minimum of seven pairs bred. Rye Meads, only 33 were ringed 
during the year - ‘third bad year in a row’. 

Alexandra Park, at least five pairs bred. Inner London: Holland Park, one pair 
bred. Regent’s Park, one pair seen along the bank of the Grand Union Canal 
during the spring, may have bred. 

Inner London: New Cross Gate, one pair bred. 


Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 


The remarkable unobtrusiveness of this large finch during the breeding season 
makes any assessment of status very difficult, nevertheless excessive 
disturbance from motorcyclists at Dagnam Park may well be responsible for the 
failure to breed at this site since 1990, although it is still regular there in winter. 
The hornbeam is the tree traditionally associated with this species and crops of 
the small bullet-like seeds can fluctuate dramatically from year to year, which is 
reflected in the winter counts. Elsewhere there were no reports of population 
declines. There was some evidence of passage through the Area in October and 
November. All records are given. 


Dagnam Park, one pair present in May and June - ‘no definite breeding since 
1990’ (CRJ); ten in January, 15 in February, 14 in March, four in July, one in 
September and October, four in November and ten in December. Epping Forest, 
two pairs present; singles in November and December. Hainault Forest, six pairs 
bred. Hornchurch, one flew S on Oct 5th. Thorndon Park, 12 on Jan 28th, four 
on Feb 9th, three on 23rd, five on Mar 14th. Waltham Abbey, one on June 23rd. 
Weald Park, two on Nov 20th. 

Amwell GP, singles in April and on June 13th. Brookmans Park, one on Oct 
11th. Broxbourne Woods, two on Apr 12th and May 8th. Rickmansworth, one 
on Oct 8th. Wormley Wood, a family party of five birds on June 12th. 

Hampstead Heath, four on Nov 6th. Queen’s Wood, Highgate, two on Jan 12th, 
four on Apr 4th and 12th. Rammey Marsh, one on June 6th. Ruislip Common, 
one on Apr 4th. Trent Park, one on Nov 15th. West Ruislip GC, one on Oct 15th. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, one flew NW with Chaffinches at 11.15 hrs on 
Oct 29th. 


1992 Correction 
Two on May 24th were at Tottenham Marsh, not Tottenham Cemetery. 


Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 


Four records of six birds maintains the higher profile of this species that has 
become established in recent years. Typically, all records fell between Oct 15th 
and 30th (assuming the Rainham birds were the same until the end of the year). 


Dagnam Park, two flew NW on Oct 17th (CRJ). Hainault Forest, one flew N on 
Oct 30th (MKD). Rainham Marsh, two on Oct 16th, one on Nov 6th, two on 
Nov 20th, 27th, one on Dec 5th (MKD). 

Queen Mother Res, one flew W on Oct 15th (CDRH). 
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Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 


This winter visitor has become scarcer in recent years (reflecting lower coastal 
counts) with the average during the 1990s so far being less than three, which 
compares with nearly five per annum during the 1980s. 


Ruislip Lido, a first-winter bird on Nov 28th and 29th (SPe), then again on Dec 
4th (JE). Inner London: Regent’s Park, a male flew E at 10.30 hrs on Oct 15th 
(ARD). 


Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 


At least 143 pairs or singing males were reported during the breeding season, 
compared with recent totals of 75 in 1992, 57 in 1991 and 37 in 1990. Two large 
totals in the Kent sector due to intensive breeding surveys boosted the totals 
considerably. There is no evidence, despite an apparent mathematical increase, 
that numbers have actually increased in London, indeed a 70% decline has been 
noted at Hainault Forest over the last 20 years. However it seems probable this 
once familiar and widespread farmland bird is at least holding its own and this 
is confirmed by national Common Bird Census indices. All breeding records 
(with the number of territories in parentheses) and larger counts are given. 


Berwick Ponds (10). Bulphan Fen (6). Dagnam Park (7); 40 on Feb 14th and in 
March, 31 on Apr 3rd. Hainault Forest (5-6) - a decline of 70% over the last 20 
years. Ongar (8). 

Aldenham GC (5). Brookmans Park, up to 34 in January and February. Chess 
Valley (2). Chiswell Green and Potters Crouch (12+). Crossoaks Farm (3). Fishers 
Green (1). Rye Meads, 50 on Dec 28th. Tyttenhanger GP (1). 

Hampstead Heath, one on Oct 5th was the first at this urban site since 1979. 
Trent Park (2). 

Black Park (1). Denham GC (3). Denham Mount (4). Gladwins Wood (1). 
Langley Park (1). Tatling End (1). 

Crockenhill area (17). Dartford Marsh (2). Ebbsfleet Valley (1). Greenhill Wood 
(1). Halstead area, 2km square (23). Hartnips Wood (1). Jubilee Park (1). 
Lullingstone Park (3). Rowdow Wood, Kemsing (1). Stone Chalk Pit (1). 

Epsom Common (3). Holmethorpe SP (6-8); c40 on Jan 24th and Mar 23rd. 
Hurst Green (1). Park Farm, Chessington (6). Warlingham (6). 


Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 
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The 11th London record, but only the third since 1972 which emphasises its true 
status as a vagrant to our Area. Seven of the 11 records were in spring. No 
previous London bird has been seen by more than a few observers, so this one, 
although frustratingly elusive at times, was much appreciated. 


Richmond Park, a male near Pen Ponds from May 7th to 9th was seen by many 
observers and heard to sing occasionally (CRe et al) - see photograph opposite 
page 96. 


Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica 


The first record for the London Area this century and the first ever winter record 
in Britain; this bird arrived with an influx of Reed Buntings. Nationally this is a 
rare but regular spring visitor and an uncommon autumn migrant, but, although 
it breeds in northern Scandinavia, its nearest wintering ground is in Turkestan 
(as is the case with Little Bunting) so it was well off course. 


This bird was seen by many observers after special access to the site was arranged 
by the Beddington Bird Group. However, it has still not been officially accepted 
by the British Birds Rarities Committee due to very late submission of the record. 


As well as being the first record for the Area this Century, it was initially assumed 
that this was the first all time record of this species. However, attention has been 
drawn to a 19th Century record of a young male ‘taken’ at Elstree Res on Nov 
19th 1882. The effects previous checklists and studies of London’s avifauna 
(see Hardwick and Self, LBR 56: 183-211 and Earp, LBR 54: 141-144 for 
example). 


S_ Beddington SF, one, probably a male, from Feb 9th to Mar 13th (JWe et al). 


1874 Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla 





London’s 7th record and the first during the winter months, all previous records 
being in spring with the earliest on Mar 17th. It clearly arrived with an influx of 
Reed Buntings and, almost unbelievably, was present at the same site and same 
time as London’s first Rustic Bunting. Overwintering of this diminutive bunting 
is now becoming quite regular in Britain so we should be looking for more, 
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particularly when there are influxes of its commoner congener, the Reed Bunting. 
Accepted by the BBRC. 


Beddington SF, one from Feb 12th‘to Apr 17th (SJA et al). 


Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 


No comments on variations in breeding status were received. Counts of 40 or 
more, breeding concentrations of ten or more pairs or singing males (totals in 
parentheses) are given. 


Rainham Marsh (120); 75 on Oct 16th, 100 on 30th. 

Amwell GP (13); 40 at roost on Nov 17th. Hilfield Park Res (10). Rye Meads, 
40 roosting on Dec 31st. Stanborough Reedmarsh, 80 roosting on Feb 1st. 
Rammey Marsh, 45 on Jan 30th. 

Wraysbury GP (15-20). 


Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 


No evidence of breeding reductions were reported but this once familiar farmland 
bird is still decreasing nationally. Causes for this decline have been linked to the 
great reduction of barley as a crop in this country; it is a late breeder so early 
harvesting of other faster-ripening crops could well destroy many clutches. 
Records of 20 or more and breeding concentrations of five or more territories or 
singing males (totals in parentheses) are given. 


Berwick Ponds (8-10). Bulphan Fen (8). Corbets Tey (8). Fairlop (12); 50 on 
Apr 11th, 20 on Aug 27th. Havering CP (5-8). Rainham Marsh (8); 45 on Nov 
6th, 50 on Dec 5th, 60 on Dec 28th. 

Chiswell Green/Potters Crouch (10), 40 on Mar Sth. Park Street GP, 20 on Oct 
3rd. Stanborough Reedmarsh, 110 roosting on Feb 1st. Symondshyde Great Wood 
(1-2). 


_Springwell Reedbed, 29 on Jan 1st, 31 on Feb 18th and 21st. 


Crockenhill (5). Dartford/Swanley/Darenth area (40+); c45 on Jan 30th. 
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Appendix I: Escapes 


The following records relate to birds known or presumed to be of captive origin. 
Full details are given for species that also occur in a wild or established feral 
state in the Area, all official Category D species and any others of special interest, 
e.g. those which may achieve Category C status by establishing viable feral 
populations. Other species are listed at the end; full details of these are retained 
on the Society’s record cards. In addition to those listed, there are full-winged 
individuals of several species of wildfowl in St James’s Park. 


Black Swan Cygnus atratus 


Stocker’s Lake, one from Sept 16th to 22nd was seen displaying to Mute Swans. 

Kempton Park Res, one on June 19th and July 24th. Inner London: Kensington 
Gardens, one on Mar 14th. 

Wraysbury GP, one on Oct 22nd. 

Richmond Park, one seen on Pen Ponds on many dates is probably resident. 
Thorpe Water Park, five present all year. 


Black-necked Swan Cygnus melanocoryphus 
Amwell GP, one on Oct 24th. 


Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 


Stanborough Lakes, an adult from July to December. 
Denham, one on Jan 30th (per Bucks Bird Club). 
Barn Elms Res, an adult on Sept 23rd and 24th. 


All of these birds were tame and reported as escapes by contributors. 


Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 


Hilfield Park Res, one on Sept 26th. Merchant Taylor’s School, Rickmansworth, 
one on:Sept 9th. Stocker’s Lake, ‘various records’ throughout the year. 
Tyttenhanger GP, one from Sept 18th to 23rd. 

Inner London: Kensington Gardens, one on Aug 29th. 

Holmethorpe SP, one from Apr 20th to May 17th when two present. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 


Barn Elms Res, one from Dec 5th to year end associated with Canada Geese. 
Beddington SF, one on May 12th. Holmethorpe SP, one from Apr 23rd to May 
3rd and on May 9th. Lonsdale Road Res, one on Dec 17th and 19th was 
presumably the Barn Elms bird. Walton Res, two with Canada Geese on Jan 
23rd. 


All of the above were reported as escapes by the contributors. 


Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus 


Barn Elms Res, one on Nov 12th. 


Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus 


Brent Res, three on Nov 24th and 29th and five on May 22nd. Bush Farm, 
Fryent Country Park, three on Dec 1st. Inner London: Kensington Gardens, one 
on Aug 29th 
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Colnbrook, one on Apr 27th. 

Ham Lands, one on Apr 21st flew’ NE. Hersham GP, one on May 16th. 
Holmethorpe SP, one from Jan 1st to 26th. Kew Gardens, 16 present, seven of 
which were full-winged. South Norwood CP, one in January, March, April, 
November and December. Sydenham Hill, one flew over on Feb 26th. West End 
Pond, nr Esher, one on Apr 24th. 


Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 


Bow, a blue phase bird on the River Lea on Oct 5th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, two on Oct 23rd, three on Dec 25th and four on Dec 28th. 
River Thames between Richmond and Teddington, one on Dec 12th. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 


Dagenham Chase, 11 on Feb 16th flew in from E and departed to the S within a 
few minutes. Fishers Green, one pair bred; 13 on Apr 8th, up to six from Apr 
24th to June 30th. Netherhall GP, one on Mar 11th. Waltham Abbey, 20 on Sept 
19th. 

Amwell GP, one on Sept 9th and 24th. Cheshunt GP, six on May 21st. Hertford, 
one on Sept 3rd. Rye Meads, singles on Jan 29th, Feb 6th and Feb 14th. Stanstead 
Abbotts GP, one on Jan 5th and Mar 29th. Stocker’s Lake, one on Nov 28th and 
from Dec 11th into 1994. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Sept 23rd and from Nov 21st 
to 29th, two from Nov 30th to Dec 3rd and one from Dec 5th to 28th. 

Brent Res, two on May 15th. 

Wraysbury GP, singles on Jan 17th and Feb 14th. 

Banstead, one on Oct 31st. Beddington SF, one on Noy 5th. Buckland SP, two 
on Nov 19th. Holmethorpe SP, nine from Feb 12th to 18th and two from Nov 
19th to 20th. South Norwood CP, one present all year. Stamford Green, one on 
Nov 19th. Thorpe Water Park, 12 on Mar 21st and two on Aug 15th. 


Only one brood reported this year. With many large feral flocks established in 
eastern England, the credentials of potentially wild Barnacle Geese in London 
will need to be very, very good indeed to be accepted as such and where doubt 
exists records will placed in this Appendix. The small flock at Dagenham Chase 
on Feb 16th were the most likely candidate this year and just might have been 
wild. 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla 


Stocker’s Farm/Lake, one with Canada Geese on Apr 29th. 

Ravenscourt Park, one with Canada Geese on Mar 12th and 17th. 

Old Slade GP, one on May 3rd was presumably an escape. 

Barn Elms Res, the usual tame bird from Jan 1st to June 5th and on Nov 25th 
and 27th; also at Lonsdale Road Res on Feb 13th. 


Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 


Barking Bay, singles from Mar 16th to 26th, Aug 25th to Sept 8th and Dec Ist 
to 12th. Essex Filter Beds, two on June 15th. Fishers Green, singles on Feb 
15th, Mar 23rd, Apr 17th and 22nd and Aug 29th with two on May 3rd. King 
George V Res, singles on Aug 22nd and Nov 20th. Rainham Marsh, one on 
Nov 27th. 
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Amwell GP, singles from Apr 8th to 15th and on Sept 30th and Oct 5th. Bowyers 
GP, one flew S on Apr 15th. 

Grovelands Park, one on Aug 29th. Queen Mary Res, two from July 11th to 
25th. Rammey Marsh, one on Apr 15th and 16th. Tottenham/Walthamstow area, 
up to four all year often at Walthamstow Res. Wood Green Res, two on June 
2nd, one on Aug 20th and three on Nov 1st and 2nd. Inner London: Camley St 
Natural Park, three on Mar 22nd. Kensington Gardens, two on Apr 19th and 
July 18th. 


Wood Duck Aix sponsa 


Kings Langley, a drake on the Grand Union Canal on Mar 15th. Stanborough 
Lakes, a drake on Sept 11th. 

Barnes Pond, three on Feb 7th, a pair on Mar 12th and one on Apr 10th. 
Beddington SF, one on Feb 13th. Godstone Pond, a female joined three pinioned 
males for a few days in June. Thorpe Water Park, two or three all year; thought 
to be pinioned. j 


Please continue to submit all records of this species; a prime candidate for full 
Category C status in future. 


Argentine Blue-bill Oxyura vittata 


Hilfield Park Res, a male from Jan 17th to Mar 6th, on Apr 25th, and from May 
16th to June 6th; this bird was noted giving subdued display to Ruddy Ducks 
late in its stay. Stocker’s Lake, the same drake as above? from Mar 3rd to 14th. 


This record is particularly interesting given the current debate about Ruddy and 
White-headed Ducks. 

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 
South Norwood CP, one cut free from bushes after its jesses became entangled 
on Nov 21st; seen again over next two days and in 1994. 

Buzzard Buteo 
Haberdasher’s Girls School, one trailing jesses from Mar 5th to 8th was 
recaptured on the latter date. 

Golden Eagle HRs Aquila chrysaetos 
Park St GP, one on Feb 6th. St Alban’s, one in January. This bird escaped from 
Graham Dangerfield’s Zoo. 

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 


Hampstead Heath, one on Oct 14th arrived from the W and departed to the E. A 
‘buzzard sp’ reported flying over nearby Alexandra Park later the same day may 
well have been this bird. 


The second year in a row that this magnificent Nearctic buteo has been recorded 
in London and a strong reminder to all observers that by no means every buteo 
flying over London is a Buzzard. 
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Peregrine Falco peregrinus 
Rowan Road, SW16, one on Nov 21st with jesses. 


There were several heresay reports of a Peregrine at large in south west London 
in 1993 which may have related to this individual. 


Chukar Alectoris chukar 


No records in 1992. Observers are requested to submit all records of this species 
and of Alectoris hybrids. 


Golden Pheasant | Chrysolophus pictus 


Maple Cross, one on Apr 10th. Stocker’s Lake, one on Apr 28th (almost certainly 
the same birds). 

Kew Gardens, up to four roaming freely from January to July and two male 
Golden x Lady Amherst’s hybrids on July 23rd! 


We are keen to monitor all records of this (and the next) species. You never 
know! 


Lady Amherst’s Pheasant Chrysolophus amherstiae 


Kew Gardens, a free roaming male on Apr 25th at least. 


Barn Owl Tyto alba 


Berrylands, one on June 5th was ‘bedraggled and tame’. 


Eagle Owl Bubo bubo 
Potters Bar, one on Sept 17th. 


Other species recorded were as follows: 


Emperor Goose Anser canagicus 

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata 

Chiloe Wigeon Anas sibilatrix 

Speckled Teal Anas flavirostris 

Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 

Red Shoveler Anas platalea 

Ringed Teal Callonetta leucophrys 
Rosybill Netta peposaca 

Silver Pheasant Lophura nycthemera 
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 
Blossom-headed Parakeet Psittacula roseata 
Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus 
Budgerigar Mellopsittacus undulatus 
African Grey Parrot Psittacus erithacus 
Common Mynah Acridotheres tristis 
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrilid 
Orange-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda 
Zebra Finch Poephila guttata 
Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus 
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Appendix II: Hybrids 
The following records probably relate to wild or feral hybrids. 


Canada Goose x Greylag Goose 


Amwell GP, two on Feb 19th. Bowyers GP, one on Dec 27th. 
Barn Elms Res, one on many dates. 


Mallard x Wigeon 


Staines Res, the usual male from Mar 28th to Aug 3rd for its tenth successive 
summer. Still no clues as to where it spends the winter. 


Aythya hybrids 


Connaught Water, a drake Pochard x Tufted Duck on Mar 8th bearing a 
resemblance to a New Zealand Scaup! Fishers Green, two drake Pochard x Tufted 
Ducks on Aug 18th. 

Stocker’s Lake, the drake Lesser Scaup type seen in 1992 was present from Feb 
2nd to 13th and intermittently from Nov 8th to year-end. Tyttenhanger GP, one 
on Feb 14th. 

Brent Res, a drake resembling a Lesser Scaup on Dec 25th. 

Wraysbury GP, a drake resembling a Lesser Scaup from Oct 21st to 24th. 

Barn Elms Res, a drake Tufted x Ring-necked Duck from Apr 9th into July; 


. thought to be the same bird as at Kew Green in 1992 (see LBR 57:180 for a 


detailed report of this bird). Beddington SF, two in July. South Norwood CP and 
Lake, a male Pochard x Tufted Duck from January to November. 


Common Gull x Mediterranean Gull 


Hampstead Heath, one or perhaps two second-winter birds showing 
characteristics of this unusual hybrid on Dec 31st. An appeal has already been 
made for details of other occurrences of such hybrids but any reader of this 
Report who has any relevant information should please contact the Editor. 
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First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 


Summer Migrants 
Garganey 
Hobby 


Little Ringed Plover 


Sandwich Tern 
Common Tern 
Arctic Tern 
Black Tern 
Turtle Dove 


Cuckoo 


Swift 

Sand Martin 
Swallow 
House Martin 


Tree Pipit 
Yellow Wagtail 
Nightingale 
Redstart 
Whinchat 
Wheatear 

Ring Ouzel 


Grasshopper Warbler 


Sedge Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Whitethroat 
Garden Warbler 
Wood Warbler 
Willow Warbler 


Spotted Flycatcher 
Pied Flycatcher 


Winter Migrants 
Smew 
Jack Snipe 
Fieldfare 
Redwing 
Brambling 


Arrival 
Mar 26 
Apr 7 
Mar 11 
Apr 11 
Apr 4 
Apr 7 
Apr 11 
Apr 22 


Apr 10 


Apr 21 
Mar 9 


Mar 14 
Mar 13 


Mar 12 
Mar 27 


Apr 16 
Apr 9 
Mar 19 
Mar 14 
Mar 31 
Apr 18 
Mar 27 
Apr 10 
Apr 18 
Apr 10 


Apr 12 


Apr 11 
Mar 25 


Apr 30 
Apr 11 


Departure 
Mar 18 
Apr 14 
May 14 
Apr 22 
Apr 18 


Barn Elms Res BPA 
Fishers Green BR 
Wm Girling Res SCr 
Holmethorpe SP GWJH 
Fishers Green PJL, SPn 
Nazeing GP MHs 
Staines Res NAn, JAS et al 
Brent Res ASMS 
Park Farm, Enfield RMC 
Bookham Common RHK 
Coulsdon Common JBi 
Seven sites mo 
Wraysbury GP DJB 
Dagenham Chase SPn 
Berwick Ponds MKD 
Walthamstow Res mo 
King George V Res SH 
Connaught Water SH 
Dagenham Chase KB 
Woodmansterne GJH 
Beddington SF MAJ 
Central Park, East Ham SPn 
Turnford Marsh GP BR 
Hogsmill SF MwWr 
Barn Elms Res MC-S 
Feltham RRG 
Jubilee Park DG 
Rye Meads RMRG 
Ruxley GP GCN 
Chiswell Green JEG 
Hampstead Heath PWD 
Bedmond DCJ 


Queen’s Wood, Highgate MAH 


Wraysbury GP BDC 
Thamesmead NRW 
Dagenham Chase KB etal 
Amwell GP GJW 
Beddington SF BBR 


Departure 

Oct 10 Berwick Ponds MKD 
Oct 16 Dagenham Chase KB 
Sep 23 Beddington SF BBR 
Sep 25 Amwell GP GJW 
Oct 9 Three Sites mo 
Sep 14 Beddington SF BBR 
Sep: 22 Staines Res DJMs 
Sep 25 Beddington SF BBR 
Oct 2 Beddington SF BBR 
Oct 8 Beddington SF GWJH 
Nov 6 Swanscombe Marsh AJM 
Nov 14 Walton Res SJS 
Nov 7 Claybury CGn 

Hampstead Heath LF 
Oct 8 Ham Lands RJH 
Oct 21 Dagenham Chase KB 
Aug 28 Beddington SF BBR 
Oct 29 Dagenham Chase KB, LHn 
Oct 12 Dartford Marsh BEW 
Nov 1 King George VRes RMC, PJV 
Nov 3 Chingford Plain KM 
NO AUTUMN RECORDS 
Oct 12 Beddington SF BBR 
Oct 27 Beddington SF BBR 
Oct 10 Rye Meads RMRG 
Oct 13 Dartford Marsh BEW 
Sep 17 Dulwich Woods PBr 
Aug 27 — Havering CP MKD 
Oct 16 Middx/Essex 

Filter Beds SW 
Oct 1 Dartford Marsh DDa 
Sep 22 Alexandra Park APBR 
Arrival 
Oct 23 Brent Res BLe, BS 
Oct 16 Rainham Marsh MKD 
Sep 12 Walthamstow Res PL 
Sep 8 Regent’s Park ARD 
Oct 4 Regent’s Park ARD 
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Ringing Report for 1993 
P. E. Jones 


A year of mixed fortunes for the ringing of certain species. The period January to March 
was relatively mild and dry leading to low catches of winter thrushes and finches. Several 
groups commented on the decrease in Greenfinch during the period. The early summer 
months were mainly dry and sunny, the temperatures in June being higher than normal. 
Many birds thus experienced good breeding seasons. Large increases in birds ringed were 
recorded for such diverse species as Blackcap, Whitethroat, Wren, Goldcrest, Robin and 
Blackbird. The appearance of the resident insectivorous birds such as Wren and Goldcrest 
in the above list is again down to the mild winter at the beginning of the year. One of the 
exceptions was Willow Warbler, the numbers of which continued at very low levels without 
any obvious reason. . 

Several interesting species were ringed including one Bearded Tit, two Little Grebes, 
three Firecrests and a single Wigeon. The seven Egyptian Geese were probably the first in 
the London Area and included six pulli. The nest box scheme at Beddington again produced 
very impressive figures of pulli Tree Sparrows ringed. The total for 1993 being 336. The 
first recovery from this scheme is listed below. Other interesting pulli included seven 
Shelduck, three Little Ringed Plover and 52 Common Tern. 

The highlight as far as recoveries went was probably the pulli Swallow controlled in 
Italy. The ringing in Senegal resulted in controls of a Chiffchaff and a Reed Warbler. A 
selection of interesting recoveries are given below. Of equal note are the three records 
concerning long lived birds. A Kestrel was reported thirteen years four months after ringing, 
a Marsh Tit after five years seven months and a Swift after ten years eleven months. 


The following is a list of selected recoveries and controls. 


Key to symbols used: 


Vv Controlled ( caught or trapped, released with ring) 
VV Field or sight record 

+ Shot or killed by man 

x Found dead 


SELECTED RECOVERIES AND CONTROLS 


Greylag Goose 

* 5115050 07.07.84 Sevenoaks Reserve, Kent 
VV 21.08.92 Stratfield Saye, Reading, Hampshire, 84km. 
VV _ 09.09.93 Cliffe Pools, Kent, 28km. 

A further six birds were also reported from Stratfield Saye. 


Canada Goose 
5157847 24.06.90 Sevenoaks Wildfowl Reserve, Kent. 
X 29.01.93 Petersfield, Hampshire, 79km. 


Tufted Duck 

FC07120 24.01.87 St James’s Park, Inner London. 
; X 20.07.93 Vasterbotten, Sweden, 1910km. 

FR98151 27.12.85 St James’s Park, Inner London. 


X 15.05.93 Severnaya Dvina Delta, Arkhanangelsk, Russia, 2771km. 
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Dunlin 
NBO00230 19.11.88 Swanscombe Marsh, Kent. 
V_ 11.07.93 Ottenby, Oland, Sweden, 1179km. 


Black headed Gull 
ERO3517 26.02.89 St James’s Park, Inner London. 

VV 17.03.92 Groningen, Netherlands, 492km. 

X 06.07.93 Oja, Sodermanland, Sweden, 1344km. 
The above species again accounted for the majority of foreign records. The following 
countries were involved with movements to or from the London Area. These were Denmark 
(4), Estonia (2), Finland (2), Germany (2), Lithuania (3), Norway (4), Poland (1), Sweden 
(3), Holland (1) and Belgium (1). 


Common Tern 
XS41433 14.07.86 Wraysbury GP, Bucks. 
VV _ 05.05.93 Farmoor Reservoir, Oxon, 65km. 


Woodpigeon 
FC396628 02.01.93 Sevenoaks, Kent. 

X 20.07.93 Brentwood, Essex, 42km. 
Swift 
SA19473 20.06.89 Beddington SF, Surrey. 

X 17.06.93 Sutton, Surrey, 10km. 
Kingfisher 
SB09005 24.06.93 Croxley Green, Herts. 

X 08.08.93 Calbourne Mill, Isle of Wight, 128km. 
Sand Martin 
H019200 11.07.92 Rye Meads, Herts. | 

V 04.08.93 Catterick, North Yorks, 308km. 
Swallow 
H346940 18.06.92 Staines, Surrey. 

V_ 17.05.93 Monte Brisighella, Ancona, Italy, 1297km. 
Wren 
8F6180 26.09.92 Rye Meads, Herts. 
y V_ 13.05.93 Great Wakering, Essex, 62km. 
Robin 
J195109 03.07.93 Southampton, Hampshire. 
| V_ 28.08.93 Queen Mary Reservoir, Surrey, 87km. 

Blackbird 
RE26812 08.10.89 Coulsdon, Surrey. 

X 26.04.93 Penzance, Cornwall, 412km. 
RH38776 21.11.92 Rye Meads, Herts. 

V = 28.03.93 Jasund, Rogaland, Norway, 872km. 
Redwing 
RX51651 . 28.11.92 Rye Meads, Herts. , 


X 17.06.93 Saoro, Vinni, Laane-Viro, Finland, 1858km. 


Sedge Warbler 
3627704 


H829754 


Reed Warbler 
F871846 


J082008 

H556509 
H019143 
F608468 


Marsh Warbler 
H154925 


Whitethroat 
H858139 


Garden Warbler 
C850743 


Blackcap 
H858070 


H019532 
H930873 


- Chiffchaff 
8F6170 


Long-tailed Tit 
3P0743 


Jay 
DA67619 
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25.07.90 Etang de Trunvel, Finistere, France. 
08.06.91 Wraysbury GP, Bucks, 480km. 


07.08.92 Brandon Marsh, Warwickshire. 
30.07.93 Rye Meads, Herts, 119km. 


21.07.90 Lower Test Marsh, Hampshire. 
24.06.93 Sevenoaks Reserve, Kent, 128km. 


30.07.93 Derby, Derbyshire. 
21.08.93 Queen Mary Reservoir, Surrey, 175km. 


07.08.93 Queen Mary Reservoir, Surrey. 
14.08.93 Poole Harbour, Dorset, 138km. 


11.07.92 Rye Meads, Herts. | 
06.09.92 Setubal, Baixo, Alentejo, Portugal, 1668km. 


29.07.90 Littlebrook, Dartford, Kent. 
13.03.93 Parc Du Djoudj, St Louis, Senegal, 4165km. 


23.07.91 Snodland, Kent. 
22.05.93 Rye Meads, Herts, 62km. 


08.08.92 Wraysbury GP, Bucks. 
10.05.93 Poole, Dorset, 127km. 


06.08.92 Ruxley, Kent. 
22.04.93 Sidi Yahya Du Rharb, Kinitra, Morocco, 1968km. 


01.08.92 Wraysbury GP, Bucks. 
21.10.92 Khemisset Des Oulad, Nr. Settat, Morocco 2149km. 


12.09.92 Rye Meads, Herts. 
19.09.92 Burnham Market, Norfolk, 137km. 


24.07.93 Lackford Pits, Suffolk. 
30.08.93 Putney, Surrey, 111km. 


19.09.92 Rye Meads, Herts. 
24.11.92 Parc du Djoudj, St Louis, Senegal, 4187km. 


23.05.92 Queen Mary Reservoir, Surrey. 
26.09.93 Guildford, Surrey, 19km. 


22.08.92 Bedfont Lakes, Middx. 
05.01.93 Leckford, Hampshire, 76km. 
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Starling 
XC87406 . 28.02.87 Greenford, Middx. 
X 01.10.89 Shostka, Ukraine, 2330km. 


Tree Sparrow 
VN77799 06.07.93 Beddington SF, Surrey. 
X 24.08.93 SW6, London, 10km. 


Greenfinch 
NJ91151 22.07.90 Middlesex Filter Beds, Middx. 

X 07.12.92 Whitchurch, Bristol, Avon, 176km. 
Siskin | 
H937648 21.02.93 Morden, Surrey. 

X 05.04.93 Sjobo, Skane, Malmohus, Sweden, 1031km. 
F741194 09.03.90 Sevenoaks, Kent. 

X 25.04.93 Milgavie, Glasgow, Strathclyde, 595km. 
H178399 22.02.91 Sevenoaks, Kent. 


X 16.04.93 Laggan, Newtonmore, Highlands, 699km. 


Reed Bunting 
H281762 01.02.92 Itchen Abbas, Hampshire. 
V_ 19.06.93 Wraysbury GP, Bucks, 63km. 
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Changes in Breeding 
Birds in Metropolitan 


Essex Between 
1968/72 and 1988/92 


M. K. Dennis 


INTRODUCTION | 

The pioneering Atlas of Breeding Birds in the London Area (Montier 1977) which collected 
data for the period 1968 to 1972 established a baseline for breeding bird distribution in the 
London Area. With the completion of survey work for both the new London and Essex 
atlases it has been possible to analyse the changes that have taken place during the past 20 
years in the Metropolitan Essex sector. This paper presents that analysis in advance of the 
eagerly awaited publication of the new breeding bird atlas for the whole of the London 
Area. 





METHODS 

All but one of the 201 tetrads (2 x 2 km square) in the Metropolitan Essex sector were 
surveyed during 1988-1992 as part of the London Atlas project. The data was also 
incorporated into the Essex Atlas project covering the whole county for the first time. All 
tetrads were given comprehensive coverage by a small but dedicated team of observers 
with supplementary records being extracted from the Essex and London bird reports, from 
casual observations and by some additional fieldwork in 1993. All the Essex records were 
entered onto DMAP- a database and map drawing computer program - and maps produced 
for all of the 120 species found in the Essex sector in the period 1988-1992. Records were 
categorised in two ways - probable and confirmed breeding, and possible breeding. 

' Data from the original Atlas was transferred onto DMAP by Mike Earp using the new 
two category system (instead of the original three categories of possible, probable and 
confirmed breeding). Maps could then be drawn and analysis of the tetrads made using the 
same system as with the new data. However, only 175 tetrads were used in the analysis of 
the old Atlas data; there was very poor coverage of parts of Essex during 1968-1972 (Montier 
1977) - particularly in TQ58 and TLSO. It was therefore decided for the purposes of analysis 
in this paper to exclude all tetrads with less than ten species (some had none) while some 
of the remaining tetrads had very limited coverage in 1968-1972. For example, the Berwick 
Ponds tetrads (TQ58G & TQ58L) only recorded 12 and 14 species respectively in 1968- 
1972 compared with 88 and 85 respectively in 1988-1992 with little change in habitat 
occurring in the time between the two surveys. Observer coverage and expertise between 
two long-separated survey periods will always be a problem and readers of this paper 
should bear these factors in mind before jumping to hasty conclusions about species 
status. Reference is also made to apparent declines or increases in certain species 
which have occurred since the survey work for the new Atlas was completed. 

The percentage of each species in the 175 tetrads at the time of old Atlas and the 200 
‘tetrads at the time of the new Atlas are given in Appendix I. 
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RESULTS 
The majority of species showed a slight increase between the two atlases (Appendix I) but 
with much better coverage of Metropolitan Essex during 1988-1992, most increases of less 
than 10% should be viewed with some caution, particularly with the commoner species. 
Between the two sets of data, 77 species increased with 34 increasing by more than 10%. 
The most significant increases were Sparrowhawk 49% and Canada Goose 34%, a trend 
mirrored in nearby Hertfordshire (Smith 1994). Of the 17 species that showed a decrease 
between the two Atlases, Tree Sparrow and Barn Owl were the most marked, again reflected 
in the results in Hertfordshire. A further ten species showed little or no change while only 
one species - the Nightjar - became extinct as a breeding species in the Essex sector. There 
were 16 gains (Table 3) mainly involving species expanding their range in southern Britain. 
The following is a brief analysis of the more significant results taken in species order. 
The maps show old and new results; large circles indicate confirmed or probable breeding, 
small circles indicate possible breeding. 


Grebes 

Both grebe species showed a slight increase with Great Crested in particular almost doubling 
its percentage of occupied tetrads. This increase has been aided by the number of new 
gravel pit complexes in the Lea Valley and in the Corbets Tey/Rainham area. 


Swans, geese and ducks 

Although there was no apparent change in the distribution of Mute Swans, this hides a 
significant decrease in overall numbers between the late 1960s and the early 1980s widely 
thought to be due to poisoning caused by the use of lead fishing weights. Since lead weights 
were replaced, the number of Mute Swans in Essex has improved steadily (Table 1). 


Table 1. Mute Swans Pairs Breeding in Metropolitan Essex 


1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
9 7 8 5 5 9 8 9 16 12 13 20 


Both breeding goose species have increased dramatically in the past 20 years with 
Canada Geese now breeding in over a third of the Essex tetrads (Figure 1). In parts of the 
Lea Valley they are now approaching pest proportions with over 200 pairs at two sites 
alone and control measures have been introduced. This is in stark contrast to the position at 
the end of 1972 when only four breeding sites were known in the sector and even as 
recently as 1983 when only nine tetrads had breeding birds (Baker 1985). 


Figure 1. Canada Goose Distribution in Metropolitan Essex 
1968-72 _ 1988-92 











CHANGES IN BREEDING BIRDS IN METROPOLITAN ESSEX 147 


Greylag Geese were unknown as a breeding species twenty years ago, but they have 
also shown a steady increase from the mid 1980s with breeding records from 20 tetrads, 
mainly in the Lea Valley and the Belhus Woods CP area. 

Most duck species have shown slight increases, with Mandarin colonising Epping Forest 
from the early 1980s and showing signs of spread elsewhere in Metropolitan Essex. Small 
numbers of Teal, Gadwall and Shoveler now breed annually, whereas in 1968 to 1972 
breeding was far more sporadic. Pochard numbers have not changed significantly, but there 
has been a slight shift in range from the Walthamstow Res area to the gravel pits around 
Rainham. Tufted Ducks in contrast have increased their range to many of the new gravel 
pits and even to areas of brackish water (eg Rainham Marsh). Following several records of 
summering birds, Ruddy Duck bred for the first time in 1993. Shelduck have increased and 
spread away from the River Thames to many inland sites in South Essex and the Lea 
Valley. 


Raptors 

There has been a welcome increase in both the range and population of our three breeding 
raptors since the last Atlas. The most spectacular increase is shown by the Sparrowhawk 
which is now found breeding in over half the tetrads. In the early 1970s breeding was less 
than annual in the Essex sector but a steady increase has been noted since the mid 1980s 
and the breeding population now exceeds 40 pairs (Table 2). As the corresponding increase 
in nearby Herts exceeds 60% the Essex population may expand even further in years to 
come. 


Table 2. Sparrowhawk Pairs breeding in Metropolitan Essex 


1982, 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
? 1+ 1+ 1+ 2 3 4 8 10 27 40 42 


The other success story concerns the Hobby with a small but increasing population 
becoming established in the past five years. Kestrels have also increased, particularly in 
urban and suburban areas. 


Gamebirds 

Both partridges show contrasting fortunes between the two atlases. The Grey Partridge has 
suffered a marked decline which has however now stabilised in some areas, particularly 
those in south Essex. Although an increase in range is apparent in the range of the Red- 
legged Partridge, it too has undergone a recent decline in both numbers and range in Essex 
and is now absent from some tetrads where it was found at the start of the survey work 
for the new atlas. 


Waders and terns 

Breeding waders have shown few changes in range during the past 20 years. Ringed 
Plovers have spread away from the River Thames to gravel pit sites inland and in the Lea 
Valley especially, where more Redshank are also now found breeding. Despite being a very 
secretive breeding bird, Woodcock were found in 15 tetrads; again a slight increase on the 
last atlas and contrary to the national trend (Gibbons 1994). Small increases were recorded 
for Snipe, including more probable breeding records while Lapwing remained virtually 
unchanged in range, although overall numbers have probably declined. 

There has also been a marked range expansion and overall increase in the Common 
Tern population. This has certainly been strongly aided by the provision of nesting rafts in 
~ the Lea Valley. It has also spread to gravel pits in the Rainham/Belhus Woods CP area and 
to the Roding Valley. 


~ 
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Doves to martins 

As noted in the Hertfordshire Atlas, most of our pigeons and doves have shown a significant 
upturn in fortune since the last atlas (Smith 1994) (Appendix 2). Most marked have been 
the Feral Rock Dove and Collared Dove, the former moving outward to more rural sites 
while the latter has moved from mainly suburban sites to both rural and urban sites - some 
right into the heart of the lower Lea Valley (Figure 2). Stock Doves have also increased by 
nearly a third from their low ebb in the late 1960s, while Woodpigeons have shown little 
change in range. On the debit side Turtle Doves have declined both in range and number - 
probably as much a result of adverse conditions on migration as change in habitat in the 
Area. They have become almost an exclusively rural bird in Essex. 


Figure 2. Collared Dove Distribution in Metropolitan Essex 
1968-72 1988-92 








In marked contrast, Cuckoos have increased, more so than in Herts, and are now found 
in nearly three-quarters of all Essex tetrads including a few.in the lower Lea Valley. Breeding 
owls showed mixed fortunes. Echoing the national trend, Barn Owls have undergone a 
serious decline across the London Area and are mainly confined to their traditional farmland 


stronghold in the extreme east of the Essex sector. Both Little Owl and Tawny Owl appear 


stable but both have suffered a recent local decline in the Romford and Upminster areas. 
At the time of the 1968-1972 Atlas, breeding Kingfishers were still very scarce in 
Metropolitan Essex following the effects of the severe winters in the early 1960s. There 
has been a noticeable increase in numbers and range since with pairs colonising most river 


‘systems in the sector and even moving to less optimum sites on the River Thames (Rainham 


Marsh for example) and built up areas. 

In line with the Herts results all three woodpeckers have expanded their range (Smith 
1994). This has been particularly noticeable in the areas with less continuous woodland in 
south Essex and the Lea Valley. Both spotted woodpeckers were also found in many tetrads 
containing large gardens. Hirundines showed little change in range but the numbers of all 
three species have fallen dramatically since the last atlas, particularly in the last five years, 
with House Martin giving special cause for concern. However, there has been a slight 
range expansion of this species in towards the east end of London, possibly linked with 
cleaner air quality. 
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Pipits and wagtails 


Although not as marked as in Hertfordshire, the Tree Pipit has shown a significant decline 


in the Metropolitan Essex sector particularly since the early 1980s. This has been reflected 


both in numbers (Figure 3) and in range (Figure 4) and may be due to factors on migration 


or in their winter quarters. Certainly enough good habitat still exists - including areas 
opened up by the storm of October 1987 (Dennis 1988) but with the decline continuing, 


species could be gone as breeding species by the year 2000. 


the 


Figure 3. Tree Pipit Territories 
London Area 1974 to 1993 
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Figure 4. Tree Pipit Distribution in Metropolitan Essex 


1968-72 


1988-92 





In: contrast, the mainly resident Meadow Pipit has expanded its range particularly to 
inland sites in the Lea Valley, Roding Valley and in the Hornchurch CP and Corbets Tey 


areas. The creation of new country parks and the farmland set-aside programme has doubtless 
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assisted this increase which has also been noted elsewhere in outer Essex. Another success 
story is that of the Grey Wagtail which has shown a marked increase since 1972 (Figure 5) 
aided by an improvement in river water quality and a succession of relatively mild winters. 
The numbers breeding in Metropolitan Essex are now higher than at any time in the last 
50 years. A slight range expansion to drier farmland sites has been apparent in the Yellow 
Wagtail population but numbers have shown a marked decline in the last five years (at 
Rainham Marsh for example 18-20 pairs bred in the early 1980s but only eight to ten by the 
early 1990s). 


Figure 5. Grey Wagtail Distribution in Metropolitan Essex 
1968-72 


trad 





Chats and thrushes 

While Nightingales increased slightly both species of redstart showed a decline. At the 
time of the original Atlas, Redstarts could be found in 21 tetrads with the main population 
in the Epping and Hainault Forest areas and around Brentwood and Thorndon Park. 
Following the population crash of 1969, breeding Redstarts have been increasingly confined 
to a small area (one tetrad) of Epping Forest where no more that six pairs have been found 
in any recent year. Black Redstarts have shown a more recent decline with breeding birds 
being confined now to the lower Lea Valley and Thames-side. However, some breeding 
sites could have been missed in areas little visited by birdwatchers. 

Although Whinchats have shown little change, the data disguises the fact that most 
recent observations are of presumed migrants and the last regular confirmed breeding site 
at Rainham Marsh was abandoned in the early 1990s. Stonechats in contrast have increased 
away from their stronghold at Rainham Marsh (re-colonised in 1969) to other sites, mainly 
along Thames-side. Up to 25 pairs have bred at Rainham Marsh (Dennis 1991) but numbers 
have since fallen by about half. 


Warblers 

The Sedge Warbler is the only warbler species to have suffered a contraction in range, 
mainly from dry habitats in the north of the sector. These sites were less optimum habitats 
and numbers in more typical sites such as Berwick Ponds have actually shown a recent 
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increase in breeding numbers. Reed Warblers have increased slightly, particularly in small 
reedbeds away from the Thames and the total population of the sector probably exceeds 
650 singing males. 


Figure 6. Lesser Whitethroat Distribution in Metropolitan Essex 
1988-92 
L- 





All sylvia warblers have increased, particularly Lesser Whitethroat (Figure 6) and 
Blackcap. The former has also increased nationally (Gibbons 1994) and in Herts (Smith 
1994). The latter’s increase may be connected with the recent upsurge in wintering numbers 
(Dennis 1993). Whitethroat numbers in Metropolitan Essex have returned to the levels 
before the crash of 1969. The original Atlas had data from one ‘good’ year so the 22% 
increase masks the true extent of the recovery since 1969 in some parts of Essex. The 
lowest ebb was reached in the period 1974-1984 when breeding Whitethroats were very 
scarce. 

Both Wood Warblers and Chiffchaffs have shown slight increases but the former remains 
a very scarce breeder. Willow Warblers have expanded their range to less suitable sites in 
the more built up areas of east London. The increase in Goldcrest numbers has been aided 
by the maturing of conifer plantations and by the trend of milder winters in the last 20 
years. 


Tits to crows 

Both Willow and Marsh Tit ranges have contracted, especially since the mid-1980s. The 
Willow Tit has apparently declined least but was under-recorded during the last Atlas in 
parts of south Essex and has now gone from the Berwick Ponds/Upminster areas and has 
virtually disappeared from the Hainault, Havering and Dagnam Park areas also. Only in 
parts of north Essex and the Lea valley can breeding Willow Tits still be found (Figure 7). 
The Marsh Tit’s range has also contracted (Figure 8) and they are now increasingly found 
only in traditional ancient woodland areas. Even here overall numbers are showing a recent 
decline (eg numbers at Hainault Forest have fallen from 14 pairs in the early 1980s to only 
ten pairs in 1994). 
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Figure 7. Willow Tit Distribution in Metropolitan Essex 
1968-72 1988-92 
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Figure 8. Marsh Tit Distribution in Metropolitan Essex 
1968-72 1988-92 


ere 





Long-tailed Tits have expanded their range by about a third, certainly helped in part by 
milder winters. At the time of the last atlas numbers were only just recovering from the 
effects of the vicious 1962/63 winter and the species has now moved into many parts of 
~ south Essex where it was absent 20 years ago. Nuthatches and to a greater extent 
Treecreepers, have also increased in line with national trends. While the latter has apparently 
colonised areas of south Essex, the former remains a scarce visitor in this area. Perhaps it 
is the lack of continuous woodland that prevents further expansion, while there are some 
recent indications that Nuthatches are declining slightly (at Hainault Forest for example 
numbers have fallen from 15 pairs in 1990 to only eight in 1994). 
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Magpies have increased dramatically with many urban and suburban areas being 
colonised since the mid-1970s. Rook numbers appear unchanged but, as with the Herts 
results, the number of confirmed breeding tetrads has fallen by 29% with most rookeries 
now only about half the size of 20 years ago. 


Sparrows, finches and buntings 

The marked decline of the Tree Sparrow nationally has been reflected in its status in 
Metropolitan Essex. Twenty years ago it was found in three quarters of the tetrads with 
sizeable populations in some woodland areas. The total Essex population was given as 101 
pairs at 17 sites in 1961/62 (Sage 1963), but this must have underestimated the situation as 
Hainault Forest alone had up to 25 pairs in the mid-1970s. Good numbers were also found 
in more open areas, particularly where there were tall hedgerows and green lanes as in the 
Epping Upland and Upminster areas. Since the late 1970s the range and population has 
shrunk by nearly a half and is now mainly confined to the north and east of the area (Figure 
9). Even this map may be too optimistic as some of the tetrads shown in TQ49, TQ59 and 
TQ58 have been abandoned since the survey work was done in the early 1990s. At Hainault 
Forest the population is only two or three pairs and still declining. 


Figure 9. Tree Sparrow Distribution in Metropolitan Essex 
1968-72 1988-92 





While most of the finches have shown little change, both Redpoll and Hawfinch have 
increased their range in the Essex sector. Redpoll numbers reached a peak in the 1970s and 
early 1980s when they expanded their range into many parts of south Essex. There has 
since been a contraction in range and a marked fall in numbers which continued throughout 
the present Atlas survey. As with Tree Sparrow many of the tetrads occupied at the start of 
the Atlas survey have now been abandoned. The population at Hainault Forest has shrunk 
from 25 pairs in the late 1970s to only three pairs in 1994 (Figure 10). Being a difficult 
species to locate in the breeding season, Hawfinches may well have been overlooked in the 

_previous atlas with none found in Hainault Forest for example, where four to six pairs now 
breed. 
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Figure 10. Redpoll Territories at 
Hainault Forest 1967 to 1994 
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Although there was a slight increase in the range of Corn Bunting, all three bunting 
species may be in decline. Reed Buntings are now less often recorded in dry habitats while 
Yellowhammers are increasingly confined to rural parts of the London Area. 


GAINS AND LOSSES 
More species have been gained than lost in the Essex sector since 1972 (Tables 3 and 4). 
Cormorants have bred at one site since 1990 with an extraordinary 72 nests counted in 
1994. Barnacle Goose appears to be following both Greylag and Canada Goose in 
establishing a feral breeding population in parts of the Lea Valley. Both Cetti’s Warbler 
and Bearded Tit have colonised wetland areas in the sector although neither has established 
a regular breeding population. Siskin and Firecrest probably breed in tiny numbers annually; 
~ certainly the number of summer records of both have increased since the last Atlas. 
Finally a few species summered in the Essex sector and possibly bred, including Ruff, 
Marsh Harrier, Wigeon, Pintail and Fieldfare. Short-eared Owls probably bred at two sites 
- part of the small but regular population further out in the Thames Estuary - while Crossbills 
definitely bred in 1994. 


Table 3. Gains in breeding bird species between 1968-1972 and 1988-1992 


Cormorant Hobby 

Greylag Goose Ruff # 

Egyptian Goose Ring-necked Parakeet 
Barnacle Goose Short eared Owl 
Mandarin Fieldfare # 

Wigeon # Cetti’s Warbler 
Pintail # Firecrest 

Ruddy Duck Bearded Tit 

Marsh Harrier # Crossbill # 


# = summering or summer records rather than confirmed breeding. 
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Table 4. Losses in breeding bird species between 1968-1972 and 1988-1992. 


Quail 
Nightjar 
Whinchat 


The few losses include Quail (probably bred just outside the Area), Nightjar (last site 
abandoned in the early 1980s) and Whinchat with the last site (Rainham Marsh) not having 
any summering birds since 1990. It may not be too long before Tree Pipit and Redstart are 
added to this list. Finally, the Ring-necked Parakeet is something of an enigma. During the 
1968-72 Atlas a few pairs were reported (but not mapped) in the Highams Park area of 
Chingford, in the Loughton area of the Roding Valley and possibly elsewhere in Essex. The 
scattered summer records received for the 1988-1992 atlas indicate that a few pairs must 
still exist in Metropolitan Essex but the colonies have yet to be located. This is in direct 
contrast to areas to the west of London where the species is very well established as a feral 
breeding resident in some numbers. 
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Appendix I. Changes in Occupied Tetrads in Metropolitan Essex between 1968/72 
and 1988/92. 


% of tetrads % of tetrads Change in 
occupied occupied % of 
Species (old Atlas) (new Atlas) Tetrads 
Great Crested Grebe 14 26 +12 
Little Grebe 21 30 +9 
Mute Swan 31 31 0 
Greylag Goose 0 10 +10 
Canada Goose 3 8) +34 
Shelduck 2 iF +15 
Mandarin >I! 5 +5 
Gadwall 1 5 +4 
Teal 2 8 +6 
Mallard 81 86 +5 
Garganey >1 3 aie 
Shoveler 2 y) +7 
Pochard Ti 11 +4 
Tufted Duck Di 42 +15 
Sparrowhawk 5 54 +49 
Hobby >1 30 +30 
Kestrel 84 95 +11 
Red-legged Partridge 49 64 +15 
Grey Partridge 46 27 -23 
Pheasant 64 74 +10 
Water Rail .4 4 0 
Moorhen 81 82 +1 
Coot 41 50 +9 
Oystercatcher = Pies 0 
Little Ringed Plover 18 17 -1 
~ Ringed Plover 4 13 +9 
Lapwing 45 aH -1 
Snipe 8 11 +3 
Woodcock 3 8 +5 
Redshank 8 14 +6 
Common Tern ; 4 14 +10 
Feral Rock Dove 39 84 +45 
Stock Dove : 39 70 +31 
Wood pigeon 94 98 +4 
Collared Dove 47 94 +47 
Turtle Dove 65 60 -5 
Cuckoo 32 70 +38 
Barn Owl 25 15 -10 
Little Owl 41 40 -1 
Tawny Owl SIS) 54 +1 
Long-eared Owl >1 3 +3 
Nightjar 4 ) 0 -4 
Swift T, 95 +18 
Kingfisher 23 42 +19 
Green Woodpecker 28 56 +28 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 37 68 +31 


Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 9 49 +30 
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Skylark 

Sand Martin 
Swallow 
House Martin 
Tree Pipit 
Meadow Pipit 
Yellow Wagtail 
Grey Wagtail 
Pied Wagtail 
Wren 
Dunnock | 
Robin 
Nightingale 
Black Redstart 
Redstart 
Whinchat 
Stonechat 
Blackbird 
Song Thrush 
Mistle Thrush 


Grasshopper Warbler 


Sedge Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Whitethroat 
Garden Warbler 
Blackcap 

Wood Warbler 
Chiffchaff 
Willow Warbler 
Goldcrest 
Firecrest 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Long-tailed Tit 
Marsh Tit 
Willow Tit 
Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 
Nuthatch 
Treecreeper 

Jay 

Magpie 
Jackdaw 

Rook 

Carrion Crow 
Starling 

House Sparrow 
Tree Sparrow 
Chaffinch 
-Greenfinch : 
Goldfinch 
Linnet 


94 
24 
85 
85 
7, 
25 
39) 

6 
84 
94 
97 
OF) 
11 
10 
12 


90 
25 
94 
94 

9 
85 
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20 
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98 
98 
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Redpoll ZS 43 +18 
Bullfinch ~ 7A! 80 +9 
Hawfinch 8 20 +12 
Yellowhammer 69 69 0 
Reed Bunting 70 69 -1 
Corn Bunting 17 23 +6 


Appendix 2. Metropolitan Essex and Hertfordshire - similar trends between the 1968- 
1972 and 1988-1992 atlases. 


Species Essex Yochange Herts Yochange 
Mute Swan 0 0 
Canada Goose +34 +31 
Tufted Duck +15 +14 
Sparrowhawk +49 +65 
Red-legged Partridge +15 +11 
Grey Partridge -13 -19 
Stock Dove +31 =, +20 
Collared Dove +47 +51 
Turtle Dove -5 -4 
Cuckoo +38 +13 
Barn Owl . -10 -10 
Swift +18 +21 
Kingfisher +19 +13 
Green Woodpecker +28 +24 
Great Spotted Woodpecker +31 +40 
Tree Pipit -8 -14 
Yellow Wagtail +11 +16 
Grey Wagtail +14 +16 
Redstart -10 -7 
Mistle Thrush +16 +11 
Sedge Warbler. -6 =i 
Lesser Whitethroat +40 +31 
Garden Warbler +17 +22 
Chiffchaff +9 +8 
Goldcrest +18 +21 
Long-tailed Tit +34 +31 
Marsh Tit -13 -4 
Willow Tit -4 -7 
Treecreeper +12 +15 
Magpie +27 +25 
Tree Sparrow -36 -53 


Note: Hertfordshire results are for the whole county, not just for the part of Herts in the 
London Area. 
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Black-headed Gulls 
at Bankside 


P.J.Oliver 


INTRODUCTION AND METHODS 

From mid-1991, I had the opportunity of counting gulls and other birds along the Bankside 
stretch of the Thames between Southwark and Blackfriars Bridges in Inner London. These 
counts were invariably made around 08.30 hrs GMT (or one hour earlier when BST 
prevailed) as I walked along the footpath on the southern shore of the river. Similar counts 
have been made in the past: at Waterloo and Lambeth in 1951-53 (Cramp and Teagle, 
1955), at Westminster in 1968-70 (Strangeman, 1970 ) and at Westminster and Waterloo in 
1979-81 (Strangeman, 1986). This paper reports my observations on the Black-headed 
Gull Larus ridibundus, giving details of the seasonal occurrence between June 1991 and 
May 1994 and offering comments on the species’ feeding and other habits. The Black- 
headed is by far the commonest species of gull on this part of the river. Lesser Black- 
backed Gulls L.fuscus are present in single figures throughout the year and Common Gulls 
L.canus can be seen in similar numbers in most months with a slight increase in March 
when I have counted up to 14. Both Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls L.argentatus 
and L.marinus are irregular visitors, usually in ones or twos. 

Since gulls are non-breeding visitors to Inner London, with very low numbers present 
in late spring, I have, for the purposes of this paper, taken each season as running from 
June to May. Between five and fourteen counts were made in every month apart from May 
1992 when none was made. Data were separately analysed according to the state of the 
tide; ‘low’ where at least 25 per cent of the shingle or mud banks was exposed (the definition 
_used by Cramp and Teagle, 1955) or ‘high’ (all other states.) 

As elsewhere in Inner London, the Thames is here contained within stone and concrete 
embankments, but at low tide, comparatively narrow strips of shingle and mud are exposed. 
On the north shore beside Southwark bridge lighters unload refuse inside the City of London 
public cleansing department’s terminal at Walbrook Wharf, while at Bankside a disused 
jetty, unconnected to the shore, provides an undisturbed resting place for gulls. Apart from 
the nearby lawns and shrubberies of the disused power station and a few trees planted 
along the footpath, the immediate surroundings of this stretch of the river are entirely of 
brick, stone and concrete. 


RESULTS 

The seasonal pattern of counts was very similar each year and the data for all years has 
therefore been combined. The peak and mean monthly counts are shown in Table 1, while 
the mean counts alone are plotted in Figure 1, showing separately, in each case, those for 
high and low tides. The low tide counts were consistently higher in this and all previous 
studies and these have been used as a basis for comparing the different studies (apart from 
that of Strangeman (1970), which did not distinguish between low and high tide counts). 
Figure 2 plots each month’s mean low tide count as a percentage of the highest monthly 
mean low tide count for each of the four studies. While these all show a broadly similar 
_ pattern, there are some interesting differences. In particular, as already commented on by 
Strangeman (1986), no early autumn peak was apparent at Waterloo and Lambeth forty 
years ago, whereas this is obvious in all the more recent counts. The build up to the winter 
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peak also shows differences, with all earlier studies revealing mean counts for each of 
December, January and February not less than 79 per cent of the peak, whereas in the 
present study the counts in December and January were only about half of those of the 
February peak; indeed the December mean is lower than that for November. In all cases 
the peak counts occurred in January or February and the very rapid decline in March and 
April is consistent in all studies. 


Table 1. Maximum and mean monthly counts of Black-headed Gulls Larus ridibundus 
between Southwark and Blackfriars Bridges, June 1991 to May 1994. 
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Figure 1. Mean monthly counts of Black-headed Gulls Larus ridibundus between Southwark and 
Blackfriars Bridges, June 1991 to May 1994. @—@ high tide counts; m- - -g low tide counts. 
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Figure 2. Mean monthly counts of Black-headed Gulls Larus ridibundus as a percentage of the highest mean 
low tide counts. @—@® Waterloo and Lambeth; g- - -™ Westminster (includes high tide counts) 
(Strangeman 1970); 4- -- Westminster and Waterloo (Strangeman, 1986); @....@ this study. 
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Strangeman (1986) suggested that the early autumn peak could be attributed to UK bred 
birds, which had increased since Cramp and Teagle wrote, and that these moved on before 
the winter influx of continental gulls appeared. The proportionately lower numbers recorded 
in December and January in the present study may be a reflection of recent mild winters 
resulting in fewer wintering birds. In the present study the peak in February occurred each 
year at the time of the coldest weather. The increase to the peak occurred immediately 
temperatures dropped locally suggesting that the influx was of gulls already present in 
south-east England and not of immigrants freshly arrived from the continent. 

As already noted by previous authors, the spring departure is extremely rapid and this 
is illustrated in Figure 3 which plots the relevant Bankside counts for February and March 
1992 commencing with the peak count in February. The timing of departures in all other 
years of this study were similar and have not therefore been illustrated. The decline from 
peak numbers to the virtual disappearance of the species from the river took only about 
three weeks in each year, with virtually no birds remaining after mid-March. This timing 
is consistent with earlier studies and also with the reappearance of adults at breeding 
colonies in south-east England (personal observations) which might suggest that these late 
winter birds are UK breeders. Figure 3 also reveals a number of fluctuations in the counts, 
(not correlated with the state of the tide) rather than a consistently steady decline, which 
suggests passage through the area rather than the departure of a temporarily resident 
population 
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Figure 3. Counts of Black-headed Gulls Larus ridibundus between Southwark and Blackfriars Bridges in 
February and March 1992. 


The difference between the low and high tide counts is very marked (Table 1 and earlier 
studies); only in the summer, when numbers are insignificant, were mean high tide counts 
in this study greater than the low tide means. I investigated this further in case there was 
simply a chance correlation between high counts and low tides. I compared pairs of counts, 
one high tide and one low tide, where the counts were separated by three days or less. The 
low tide count exceeded the corresponding high tide count in 30 out of 41 such pairings; in 
15 of them the low tide count was more than 50 per cent higher. With only two exceptions 
those high tide counts that exceeded the corresponding low tide count did so by only very 
- small margins. It seems clear, therefore, that consistently more Black-headed Gulls are 
attracted to this part of the river at low tide than at high tide. 
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It might be expected that this would be so because, at low tide, there is presumably 
greater opportunity for the gulls to feed on the exposed banks. Yet one of the first things 
that struck me when I began this study was the extreme infrequency with which I saw gulls 
feeding. To examine this further, I recorded, on a sample basis in November, December 
and January, whether or not gulls were feeding when first observed and, on separate occasions 
between January and March, the location of all gulls when first seen. Table 1 shows the 
percentage utilisation of different locations by the gulls at both high and low tides. At high 
tide about half were perched on jetties, barges or the roofs of adjacent buildings, while a 
similar proportion was to be found at the water’s edge at low tide. Yet the sample activity 
counts revealed that, on average, only about 12.5 per cent of those at the water’s edge at 
low tide were apparently feeding when first seen. These pecked at the ground, or more 
typically, at the surface of the water, though I was never able to see that they secured any 
prey when watching down to about 30 metres with x6 binoculars. Activity would sometimes 
become greater when the wake from a passing vessel reached the shore causing small 
waves to break. Many of the gulls would then more actively peck at the breaking surface 
of the water, some by hovering just above the surface, and I gained the impression that they 
were feeding on minute planktonic prey. While such activity was always associated with 
breaking waves, the mere appearance of such waves did not necessarily prompt the gulls to 
feed. On one occasion in November 1993 a flock of about 70 spent ten minutes or more 
hovering above the surface, well away from the shore, and constantly swooping down and 
pecking at the surface, following a defined area of water as it flowed downstream. Once 
again I could see no food being picked up, but it seemed likely that they too were feeding 
on plankton. Apart from such feeding, a few gulls occasionally appeared to be foraging 
around the refuse terminal and, on rare occasions I saw a gull, more often a Lesser-black 
Back or a Common than a Black-headed, flying around with food visible in its bill and 
being harried by other gulls in typical fashion. I never saw people offering food to the 
gulls. Bread was very occasionally strewn on the path for Feral Rock Doves Columba 
livia, but I never saw gulls attracted to this. Cramp and Teagle (1955), although referring 
- to Black-headed Gulls taking food from humans, thought that they got most of their food 
from the exposed shore at low tide. Strangeman (1979) refers, without comment, to both 
sources of food. 


Table 2. Percentage distribution of Black-headed gulls Larus ridibundus when first 
seen on the Thames between Southwark and Blackfriars Bridges, January to March 
1994, 


Location of gulls Percentage occurring in each location 
high tide low tide 
~ Water (a) 23 11 
Waters edge (b) 4 58 
Bank (a) 9 12 
Perched (c) 58) 11 
Flying 11 8 
100% 100% 


(a) more*than one metre from water’s edge 
(b) within one metre of edge 
(c) on barges, jetties or buildings 
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DISCUSSION 

A number of questions arise from these observations. If so little feeding takes place on the 
tiver, why are the gulls there and why should there be many more at low than at high tide? 
Additionally, where do the larger number of gulls present at low tide go when the tide 
rises? 

Although I saw such little hunting and feeding activity, it may of course be the case 
that, in the course of a daylight low tide cycle, there is sufficient opportunity for the gulls 
to get all the food they need, even if this is in the form of plankton. Since my observations 
were made only in the early mornings I could not confirm whether feeding activity was 
greater later in the day, though given that my observations were made fairly soon after first 
light, especially in December and January, it might have been expected that the gulls 
would have been hungry after an all-night roost and would have been actively feeding; yet 
this was not the case. Another possibility is that the gulls use the river simply as a temporary 
resting place before moving on to more substantial sources of food, such as in the parks, 
where considerable supplies of bread are provided by the public. More might be attracted 
to pause at low tide given that some food is evidently available to them then. I also considered 
whether the time of my observations could have affected the relative numbers at different 
States of the tide, but since Strangeman’s counts were all made around mid-day and showed 
the same pattern, time of day was evidently not a factor. 

As to where some of the gulls go at high tide, all that can be said is that they leave the 
immediate area, presumably to visit parks and squares, though it is not unusual to see gulls 
simply circling high above central London without apparently travelling in any particular 
direction. Such loose flocks are, however, insufficient to account for the drop in numbers 
on the river at high water. Firm answers to these questions do not seem possible with our 
present knowledge. More concerted observations would be needed to establish the answers. 


REFERENCES 

Cramp, S. and Teagle, W.G., 1955. A Comparative Study of the Birds of Two Stretches of 
the Thames in Inner London, 1951-53. Lond. Bird Rep.18: 42-57. 

Strangeman, P.J., 1970. Birds of the River Thames at Westminster, Inner London, 1968- 
70. Lond. Bird Rep. 35: 73-80. 

Strangeman, P.J., 1986. An Inner London Study of Birds on the River Thames at Westminster 
and Waterloo. Lond. Bird Rep. 50: 170-186. 


PJ.Oliver, The Briar Patch, Limpsfield Chart, Oxted, Surrey RH8 OTL. 


164 LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 58 FOR 1993 


Birds of Bushy and 
Hampton Court 
Parks 


K. F.. Betton 


HISTORY OF THE SITES 

When Cardinal Wolsey planned the construction of Hampton Court Palace in 1514, he 
decided to surround his country home with an outstanding deer park to entertain his guests. 
As a result, a large area of open country between Kingston, Hampton and Teddington was 
enclosed and the area which is now known as Bushy and Hampton Court Parks was created. 
Subsequently, Wolsey passed the Palace over to Henry VIII - the first of many monarchs to 
live there, until George II’s death in 1760. During the 17th Century the Parks were modified 
substantially, with the creation of the Longford River in 1638, the Heron and Leg of Mutton 
Ponds in 1660, and the building of Chestnut Avenue and Diana Pond by Sir Christopher 
Wren in 1699. The Parks were first opened for public use in 1838. 

During World War II, Bushy Park was used as the headquarters of the US Air Force. 
Huts were erected on the open land and remained for several years after the war ended in 
1945. Parts of Bushy Park were turned over to agriculture and species such as Lapwing 
benefitted greatly. However, during this time the fencing around many of the plantations 
was pulled down and the undergrowth trampled, much to the detriment of some breeding 
species. In 1956 the restoration of these fences was completed, although the plantations 
east of the Chestnut Avenue were left unenclosed. 

After the war, public access was created to the ‘Woodland Gardens’ - a series of 
plantations on the west side of Bushy Park. These have remained a focal point for the 
public, although good management by the Royal Parks staff has allowed corners of these 
woods to remain relatively undisturbed. Both Parks are visited by many thousands of 
people every weekend. 





RECORDING ARRANGEMENTS 
In 1921 the Committee for Bird Sanctuaries in the Royal Parks was formed by HM Office 
of Works to record the birds seen in each of London’s Royal Parks and Official Observers 
were appointed to carry out this task. The Committee was re-formed after the war and, 
until its abolition as part of a cost-cutting exercise in 1979, regular reports were published 
detailing all significant sightings together with a comprehensive checklist for each Park. I 
was the last Official Observer to be appointed for the Parks, serving the period 1973 to 
1979, and continuing with regular observations until 1989. A liaison group, to monitor 
conservation issues in Bushy Park, was created in the early 1990s. However, in the mid- 
1980s, Hampton Court Park ceased to be a Royal Park and, unlike Bushy, is no longer 
under the control of the Department of National Heritage. 
A total of 149 species have been recorded in the Parks. Annual species totals are 

normally between 95 and 100, of which about 45 breed. 

The bulk of records included in this paper originated in the reports of the Official Observers 
who are listed below: 
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1929-31 R Patterson 1965-67 F W Underwood 
1932-42 JE Roberts 1967-70 Dr D Glyn 
1936-50 E W Pearce 1968-75 M J Wells 

1948-67 Miss E M Goom 1972-79 Dr D A C MacNeil 
1950-51 Dr M Burton 1973-79 K F Betton 
1955-67 Major P Bruce Lowe 

HABITATS 

Bushy Park 


At 435 hectares, Bushy is the larger of the two Parks, being bisected by the Chestnut 
Avenue. The majority of the Park consists of open acid grassland, much of it covered with 
bracken. Herds of Fallow and Red Deer roam through these areas, as well as cattle on 
occasions. There are fine avenues of limes and horse chestnuts, although many were felled 
in the Great Storm of October 1987. The west half includes the ‘Woodland Gardens’, 
consisting of Keeper’s Wood, the Waterhouse Plantation and Willow Plantation. At the 
extreme west side are the Brewhouse Fields, formerly known as the Western Fields. On 
the east side of the Park are several ponds, which suffer from excess public pressure. This 
half of the Park has little woodland of ornithological value, being small mixed plantations 


with no undergrowth. 


Keeper’s Wood - Opened to the public in the 1940s, this is an ornamental garden 
within a mature deciduous woodland. Triss’s Pond is a magnet to common wildfowl, 
although many of these are not wild. 


Waterhouse Plantation - Originally only accessible through a narrow fenced pathway 
until the 1940’s, much of this mature deciduous woodland has been turned into 
ornamental gardens. Some areas remain quiet - particularly that part bordering the 
Longford River, which leads to the Waterhouse Pond, which in turn feeds several streams. 


Willow Plantation - At the northern end of the Waterhouse Plantation, this is a less 
disturbed corner where birch and hawthorn are dominant, providing a habitat favoured 
by warblers such as Lesser Whitethroat and Willow Warbler. 


Round Plantation - Severely damaged by the 1987 storm, this wood once contained a 
rookery. Few species are seen in this enclosed area, with its rhododendron undergrowth, 
although a pair of Golden Orioles was present in 1984. 


Canal Plantation - An enclosed area of mature deciduous woodland with a lake. 
Surprisingly few wildfowl use this water, but on occasions Kingfisher and Little Grebe 
have bred here. 


Brewhouse Fields - A private network of agricultural fields, most of which are left 
fallow. A recent initiative has seen a development of a marshy area which is attractive 
to wildfowl and waders. 


Longford River - Created by Charles I in 1638 by the diversion of the River Colne, 
this canal-style river has artificial banks in most places. After skirting the Brewhouse 
Fields and Willow/Waterhouse Plantations, it crosses the open grassland and feeds the 
ponds on the eastern side of the Park. 


Diana Pond - Of little ornithological value, this round body of water was created for 
William III by Sir Christopher Wren in 1699. It is shallow and is therefore the first to 
freeze. 
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Heron Pond and Leg of Mutton Pond - Created by Oliver Cromwell in 1660, these 
waters are most attractive to the scarcer wildfowl such as Goosander, Teal, and Shoveler. 
Great Crested Grebes have attempted nesting several times but have suffered from 
disturbance. 


Oval, Half-Moon and Warren Plantations - Originally enclosed before World War 
II, these are of little value and consist mainly of coniferous trees with no undergrowth. 


Hampton Court Park 

Also known as ‘Home Park’, this covers 283 hectares and is mainly an open landscape of 
acid/neutral grassland with long avenues of limes and horse chestnuts. Fallow Deer roam 
freely around the Park, as do sheep and cattle on occasions. South of the Long Water is a 
golf course, but this has few areas of rough. In the north-east there are good areas of acid 
grassland and on the eastern edge there are private marshy fields attractive to Lapwings 
and other waders on occasions. 


Long Water - One kilometre in length, this water is attractive to wildfowl and frequently 
holds small numbers of Goosander on early winter mornings. Great Crested Grebes 
have nested in recent years. 


Hampton Wick Pond - Formerly used by Reed and Sedge Warblers for breeding, this 
pond now suffers from disturbance. In 1984 a tame Water Rail spent the winter here 
and was watched at close range by many observers: 


Rick Pond - Popular with model boat enthusiasts, this water holds little of interest, 
although unusual observations have included Smew and Oystercatcher. 


Oak Pond - A small pond with ample vegetation, but due to its size and level of 
disturbance it has little ornithological interest. 


Stud House - An enclosed house and garden with buildings originally used to rear 
horses for the Royal Family. This site is private and has a record of Hoopoe and 
breeding Hawfinches to its credit. 


Hampton Court Palace Gardens - A series of formal gardens with artificial waterways. 
There is little to interest the ornithologist here, although records have included Waxwing. 
For many years there was a substantial House Martin colony under the eaves of the 
Palace, but this became redundant in the early 1970s. 


SYSTEMATIC LIST 


LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Uncommon winter visitor and occasional breeder. Bred at Hampton Wick Pond until 1938. 
First recorded breeding in Bushy Park in 1960 in the Canal Plantation, after which up to 
two pairs bred here until 1975. Winter records are mainly of singles on the Diana Pond, 
the Longford River, the Waterhouse Pond and the Long Water. 


GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus 

Uncommon visitor. Over the years, pairs have frequently appeared on the Heron Pond in 

spring. Successful breeding only took place in 1941 - other attempts were made in 1954, 

— 1957-58 and 1962, and more recently in 1981, 1984, 1986-88, and 1993. This is a normally 
a scarce visitor to Hampton Court Park although a pair bred there in 1991 and 1992. 
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CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo 
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant, increasing in numbers. First reported from 
Bushy Park in January 1956 and November 1966, and then regularly in small numbers 
from 1968 onwards. Birds are normally seen flying over, although they occasionally feed 
on the Heron and Leg of Mutton Ponds, and regularly on the Long Water, Rick Pond and 
Hampton Wick Pond in the early morning. A group of 46 flew over Bushy Park on Dec 2nd 
1973: 


SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Rare visitor - one record. A bird was seen to fly over Bushy Park in the company of two 
Cormorants on Feb 2nd 1991. 


BITTERN Botaurus stellaris 
Rare visitor - one record. A bird was flushed from the Waterhouse Pond on Jan 30th 1982. 
GREY HERON Ardea cinerea 


Moderately common visitor. According to local information, in the 19th Century heronries 
existed in tall elms between the Long Water and Oak Pond in Hampton Court Park, and 
between the Heron Pond and the Hampton Court Gate in Bushy Park. Apparently both 
were vacated in about 1885. 


MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor 
Moderately common resident and winter visitor. Present in both Parks with numbers 
increasing during the winter with a maximum of 45 in Bushy Park on Dec 22nd 1993. Up 
to four pairs have nested in Hampton Court Park, but often with little success due to 
disturbance. A pair nested in the Waterhouse Plantation in Bushy Park in 1953, but other 
attempts near to the Heron Pond have always been unsuccessful. 


BEWICK’S SWAN Cygnus columbianus 
Rare visitor - one record. A flock of 35 flew east over Bushy Park on Mar 4th 1984. 
CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis 


Common resident. First recorded in Hampton Court Park in May 1931, birds began to visit 
Bushy Park in 1964 and 1966. Breeding first took place in 1968, and has occurred almost 
annually since. In late summer, numbers build up with up to 400 on the Long Water. 


SHELDUCK f Tadorna tadorna 
Scarce visitor. A bird was at the Heron Pond from Apr 30th to May 6th 1961. An individual 
of feral origin was recorded in Bushy Park from 1968 to 1973. Two pairs remained at the 
Heron Pond from May I1st-5th 1987, with just one pair remaining on May 13th, and a 
single on June 3rd. Other sightings have been two in Bushy Park on Apr 30th 1988, two 
there on June 6th 1989, a single flying over on May 8th 1993, and a pair flying over on May 
18th 1994. 


MANDARIN Aix galericulata 
Scarce visitor. Since the 1930s, birds have been seen occasionally in both Parks, and 
particularly around the Long Water and in Keeper’s Wood. It is not clear how many of 
these have originated from genuine feral populations without assistance. Breeding took 
place in Hampton Court Park in 1974 and 1976, and in Bushy Park in 1993 and 1994, with 
two pairs present. 


WIGEON Anas penelope 
Scarce winter visitor. Despite a large population of birds at the nearby Kempton Park, this 
species is not often reported, but can occasionally be encountered in either Park in the 
early morning. The occurrence of feral birds on some occasions cannot be ruled out. 
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GADWALL Anas strepera 
Rare visitor - five records. A pair was on the Heron Pond and a female on the Leg of 
Mutton Pond on Nov 9th 1974, and a pair was in Hampton Court Park on a date in July 
1977. On the Long Water, there were four on Dec 10th 1990, a single on Jan 7th 1993 and 
four on Dec 21st 1993. 


TEAL Anas crecca 
Scarce winter visitor. First recorded in 1937 and regularly in small numbers since 1947, 
the species is usually encountered in the early morning on the Heron Pond. The largest 
count is 12 there on Aug 25th 1941. With the development of a marshy pool in the Brew 
House Fields, small numbers have occurred there too. Birds are only occasionally seen in 
Hampton Court Park. 


MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos 
Abundant resident and winter visitor. In most winters the Parks sustain a total population 
of about 500 which are constantly fed by the public. In addition to this easy lifestyle, the 
Parks offer many nesting opportunities with numerous hollow trees. 


PINTAIL Anas acuta 
Rare visitor - one record. A female was in Hampton Court Park on Oct 11th 1992. 
GARGANEY Anas querquedula 


Rare visitor - two records. A female was present on the Heron Pond on Sept 16th and 17th 
1976, and a male was in Hampton Court Park on May 13th 1990. 


SHOVELER Anas clypeata 
Scarce winter visitor. First recorded in Bushy Park in 1947, but then not again until 1967. 
Records were then sparse with the exception of 1976, when a group of 29 was seen on Oct 
24th. In 1977 there were 30 on flooded meadows on Aug 28th. In line with the species’ 
increase in the London Area, records became more frequent in the 1970s, but have declined 
since in Bushy Park, although they are now regular in Hampton Court Park where the 
maximum count is 57 on Feb 15th 1990. 


POCHARD Aythya ferina 
Uncommon winter visitor - has bred once. The largest counts are 11 on the Diana Pond on 
Feb 17th 1974 and 13 on the Long Water in February 1990. In 1977, a female was observed 
on the Longford River with seven small ducklings. 


TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula 
Moderately common winter visitor - a few pairs breed. The largest winter count is 70 at 
the Heron and Diana Ponds on Mar 24th 1956. There were 56 on the Long Water and 
Hampton Wick Pond on Nov 22nd 1989. 


SCAUP Aythya marila 
Rare visitor - two records. A pair was on the Leg of Mutton Pond on Mar 2nd 1961, and a 
bird was in Hampton Court Park on Feb 2nd 1974. 


GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula 
Rare visitor - three records. A single was on the Heron Pond on Apr 5th 1955, three 
females were seen flying west over Bushy Park on Dec 21st 1969, and a female was on the 
Heron Pond on Dec 8th 1992. 


SMEW Mergus albellus 
Rare visitor - two records. A red-head was seen on the Heron Pond on a bleak afternoon in 
February 1949 and a red-head was at the Rick Pond on Mar Ist 1991. 
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GOOSANDER Mergus merganser 
Uncommon winter visitor. First recorded in 1937, and then several times until 1941, and 
then again from 1951. Records are now frequent in the early morning at the Heron Pond 
and Long Water. The largest counts are of 24 at the Long Water on Feb 24th 1976 and 22 on 
the Heron Pond on Feb 2nd 1983. 


BLACK KITE Milvus migrans 
Vagrant - one record. A bird was watched flying over the Hampton Hill end of Bushy Park 
on Apr 30th 1986. This was only the third record for the London Area. 


SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus 
Moderately common resident. Birds were present until 1962 and at least one pair bred in 
most years, with two pairs in 1950 and 1955. The species returned to Bushy Park in 1981 
and has now made a full recovery to its former status. 


BUZZARD Buteo buteo 
Rare visitor - three records. A single was reported soaring over Hampton Court Park on 
June 6th 1942. On an unknown date in late September 1950 a bird was seen in Hampton 
Court Park, and a single was seen there on Mar 31st 1974. A bird possibly of this species, 
but not specifically identified, was seen over Bushy Park on Sept 22nd 1990. 


KESTREL Falco tinnunculus 
Moderately common resident. In the 1930s and 1940s the species was not common, and 
was only reported as breeding occasionally. An LNHS survey in 1967 found three pairs in 
Bushy Park and four pairs in Hampton Court Park. It is reasonable to expect the population 
to still be at this level. 


MERLIN Falco columbarius 
Rare visitor - two records. A single was seen in Bushy Park on Nov 12th 1985, and one 
was seen to chase a small passerine near to Hawthorn Lodge towards the Boating Lake on 
_DEC22nGn9or 


HOBBY Falco subbuteo 
- Uncommon summer visitor. First recorded in Bushy Park on May 7th 1973 with a second 
record on Sept 19th 1975. As the breeding population in London has increased, birds have 
been seen more frequently in recent years, and in late summer birds have often hawked for 
insects over the west side of Bushy Park. 


RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa 
Rare visitor - about six records. The first record is of a pair in July 1933, with further 
sightings of three in October 1937, singles in June 1948 and 1949, with the latter remaining 
until Oct 22nd 1949. The species has been kept in captivity by the gamekeepers since 
then, and any recent records must be viewed with suspicion. 


GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix 
Uncommon resident. During World War II the species became scarce in both Parks due to 
pressure from the resident troops, but it soon recovered as the farmland areas were secured 
again in 1946. In 1968 nine pairs were believed to have bred. The largest count was of 35 
in the Brewhouse Fields of Bushy Park on Jan 2nd 1976. In line with the national trend, the 
species has declined greatly, and in addition public pressure on open grassland in both 
Parks has increased substantially. A pair was released in Bushy Park in the autumn of 
992: 
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PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus 
Uncommon resident. Found mainly in Bushy Park, and since 1974 in Hampton Court 
Park, birds have mainly kept to the Waterhouse Plantation and Brewhouse Fields. The 
largest count recorded is 12 in the Brewhouse Fields in December 1973. 


WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus 
Scarce winter visitor. The first sighting was in the winter of 1935/36 when a bird was 
present in the Waterhouse Plantation from October to March during which time it allowed 
close approach. Observations were also made in 1955, February 1963, February and March 
1970, March 1971 and January 1973. A bird was present throughout the breeding season in 
1975, and one was seen in early 1976. In Hampton Court Park singles were seen in February 
and March 1955 and November 1956. A very tame bird was present at the Hampton Wick 
Pond for much of the winter of 1983/84. 


MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus 
Common resident and winter visitor. At times the species has declined due to wartime 
pressure and from severe winters, but despite the banks of the Longford River being boarded 
up, birds nest successfully in the Waterhouse Plantation and Keeper’s Wood. 


COOT Fulica atra 
Common resident and winter visitor. In the 1930s this was a scarce visitor to Bushy Park, 
but numbers increased through the next decade. It breeds in both Parks with about 20 nests 
each year. In winter the population increases to about 150. 


OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus 
Rare visitor - two records. A bird was feeding by the Rick Pond on Mar 17th and 18th 
1954. A single was at the Heron Pond on Apr 3rd 1960. 


LAPWING Vanellus vanellus 
Moderately common visitor and occasional breeder. During World War II, up to four pairs 
bred in the ploughed fields in each Park. After 1948 the ploughed land reverted to parkland, 
although three pairs nested in Bushy Park in 1962. Breeding still occurs occasionally 
when arable conditions are present in the Brewhouse Fields. In Hampton Court Park, flocks 
often rest in the water meadows,and 85 were there on Feb 2nd 1976 and 200 on Jan 25th 
1993. 


DUNLIN Calidris alpina 
Rare visitor - one record. On Mar 12th 1972 a single was seen by an LNHS group on the 
bank of the Heron Pond. 


RUFF Philomachus pugnax 
Rare visitor - one record. According to Jesse (1832-35) a bird was shot by a gamekeeper in 
Bushy Park in 1831. 


JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus 
Rare visitor - two records. During severe weather in 1941 a bird frequented the stream in 
Keeper’s Wood from Jan 20th to 27th and allowed close approach. In 1975 a mer was in 
the water meadows in Hampton Court Park from Feb 2nd to Mar 31st. 


SNIPE Gallinago gallinago 
Occasional winter visitor, particularly in hard weather. Single birds are normally seen, but 
large counts were made during very cold weather in 1962 including 17 in Bushy Park on 
Feb 5th and 12 in Hampton Court Park on Mar 24th. In 1965 a bird was heard drumming 
- in the breeding season. The development of a marsh in the Brew House Fields should 
benefit this species. 
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WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola 
Uncommon but regular winter visitor. Due to its habits the species is rarely seen, but is 
occasionally flushed by gamekeepers’ dogs in the Waterhouse Plantation and Keeper’s 
Wood in particular. The only record from Hampton Court Park is of a single in Feb 1976. 
Birds are not normally present in summer but there are sightings from May 1937 and July 
1938, and two remained throughout the breeding season in 1960 but were not proved to 
have bred. In most winters one or two are seen, but in 1969 up to ten were reported, and 
there were five in 1973. 


BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa 
Rare visitor - onerecord. A party of five flew east over Bushy Park on Apr 22nd 1976. 
BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica 


Rare visitor - two records. One was seen to fly east over Bushy Park on May 2nd 1986 and 
eight were over Hampton Court Park on May 9th 1993. 


WHIMBREL Numanius Phaeopus 
Rare visitor - one record. Eleven flew over Bushy Park on Aug 15th 1993. 
CURLEW Numenius arquata 


Rare visitor - four records. Two birds were heard calling over Keeper’s Wood in the the 
early morning of Apr 8th 1957, after which they landed on nearby open fields, but they 
soon left again. A party of nine calling birds flew over Bushy Park on Mar 22nd 1969, and 
a group of six flew north over Hampton Court Park on May 9th 1975. A single was seen in 
Bushy Park on May 3rd 1991. 


REDSHANK Tringa totanus 
Rare visitor - three records. All of the sightings have been at times when mud has been 
exposed due to flooding or draining. Two were seen at Leg of Mutton Pond on May 9th 
1937 and two were at the Heron Pond on May 22nd 1947. A single was at the latter site on 
Apr 15th) 1973; 


GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia 
Rare visitor - three records. A bird was in floods at Hampton Court Park from May 22nd 
to 25th 1959, and one was at the Heron Pond on Sept 2nd 1962. A bird was also there on 
May 26th 1992. 


GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus 
Rare visitor - four records. In Bushy Park singles have been seen on May 9th 1930 and 
May 11th to 14th 1940. There are also two records for Hampton Court Park, with singles 
on June 13th 1940, and July 30th to Aug Ist 1948. 


COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos 
Uncommon passage migrant, recorded regularly. Usually at least one bird is recorded in 
most springs, and less frequently in the autumn. Birds are usually found along the Longford 
River or at the Heron Pond or Long Water. The largest count is of eight at the Long Water 
on July 18th 1935. 


BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus 
Abundant winter visitor. Now much commoner than in the early part of the century, this 
has become one of the most abundant species in the Parks in winter. In addition to those 
that feed around the ponds, many thousands overfly the Parks to roost at the reservoirs. 


COMMON GULL Larus canus 
Moderately common winter visitor. In the past this species has occasionally outnumbered 
the Black-headed Gull and on Feb 20th 1938 there were 169 in Bushy Park compared with 
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just 29 Black-headed Gulls. After this peak of the late 1930s, numbers decreased and 
counts at the ponds now rarely exceed 20. 


LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus 
Uncommon winter visitor. Although wary, this species is occasionally seen at the Diana 
and Heron Ponds. At times up to ten have been seen on the Brewhouse fields. Quite large 
numbers overfly the Parks each day to and from the roosts on the reservoirs. 


HERRING GULL Larus argentatus 
Uncommon winter visitor. As the wintering gull population has expanded, this species has 
become more common, but is rarely seen other than passing overhead. Birds occasionally 
land on the Heron and Diana Ponds. 


GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus 
Uncommon winter visitor. The species was formerly rare, being recorded first in February 
1941. It subsequently became a regular although scarce visitor, more frequently seen passing 
overhead. Birds rarely land in the Parks, although the statue at the Diana Pond has been 
occasionally used by a single bird. : 


KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla 
Rare visitor - two records. An immature was seen in Hampton Court Park on Dec 28th 
1969, and another immature was observed in Bushy Park on Apr 21st 1976. 


COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo 
Uncommon summer visitor. Due to the confusion over this species and Arctic Tern, early 
records in 1831 and 1929 are not conclusive as to the exact identification, although it is 
likely that both records relate to Common Terns. In 1964 two birds believed to be of this 
species were seen heading east on May Sth, and an adult was observed well on Sept 11th 
that year. Since the mid-1980s birds have been seen more frequently, since breeding now 
occurs at the Walton Reservoirs. 


BLACK TERN Chlidonias nigra 
Rare visitor - one record. Jesse (1832-35) stated that a bird was picked up dead in Bushy 
Park in 1833. 


FERAL ROCK DOVE Columba livia 
Common resident. 
STOCK DOVE Columba oenas 


Moderately common resident. Probably up to ten pairs breed in each Park, using hollow 
trees that are still available. The species has suffered as a result of Dutch Elm Disease and 
the great storm of 1987. Formerly flocks of up to 30 were recorded in the mid-1970s in the 
Brewhouse Fields, although numbers are now much reduced. 


WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus 
Common resident, and abundant winter visitor. In some years up to 1000 have been reported 
in the Brewhouse Fields and similar numbers have been counted roosting in the plantations. 


COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto 
Uncommon visitor. First recorded in Bushy Park in 1971 and in Hampton Court Park in 
1977. Despite a growing population along the fringes of both Parks, this species is only 
seen occasionally. 


_ TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur 
Scarce passage migrant. An irregular visitor, usually encountered on spring passage in 
May or June, the species has only bred once - in Bushy Park in 1930. 
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RING-NECKED PARAKEET Psittacula krameri 
Moderately common resident. Obvious escapees have been seen in both Parks over the 
years on occasions, but from July to September 1982 the species was seen regularly in 
Bushy Park. In 1989 a pair nested in a hollow tree near the Boating Lake in Bushy Park. 
Since then at least two pairs have bred annually in each Park, with further pairs suspected. 
In 1993 a pair even successfully ousted a pair of Kestrels from their traditional nesting hole 
in Bushy Park. 


CUCKOO Cuculus canorus 
Uncommon passage migrant. Formerly a regular summer visitor to both Parks, records 
since 1956 have only been of passage birds. 


BARN OWL Tyto alba 
Rare visitor. Formerly seen regularly in both Parks, single pairs nested in Bushy Park in 
1930 and in Hampton Court Park in 1948 and 1949. Since 1960 the only records have been 
of pellets found at a hollow tree in Hampton Court Park on June 3rd 1975, and of a bird 
seen occasionally there from January to March 1976. 


LITTLE OWL Athene noctua 
Moderately common resident. This species is probably overlooked and deserves further 
study. It is likely that at least five pairs breed in each Park. A key factor to their success is 
the availability of suitable nest sites and despite the great storm of 1987, available hollow 
trees still exist. i 


TAWNY OWL Strix aluco 
Moderately common resident. Due to its strictly nocturnal habits the species is not frequently 
reported. However, it is likely that at least six pairs are present in Bushy Park. The habitat 
in Hampton Court Park is less suitable and perhaps two pairs can be sustained. Again, 
further study would prove valuable. 


NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus 
‘Former summer visitor. The original status of this species is not entirely clear, but old 
records suggest it occurred regularly in an enclosed area of bracken in Bushy Park called 
' Fern Piece up to at least 1930. In 1936 a bird was heard between July 13th and 27th, but 
it has never been recorded since. 


SWIFT Apus apus 
Moderately common summer visitor and passage migrant. It would appear that numbers 
have fluctuated over the years with a considerable decrease being noted in 1946 in particular. 
However the current population of the surrounding suburbs appears to be stable. Breeding 
occurred in in old buildings in the Parks up to the 1940s. In 1968, birds bred in the Brew 
House in Bushy Park - the first breeding since 1946. 


KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis 
Uncommon visitor which breeds occasionally. In the 1940s up to three pairs bred in Bushy 
Park, often despite much human disturbance nearby. Several nesting sites were subsequently 
destroyed and the banks of the Longford River were strengthened with wooden palings. 
Few breeding opportunities now exist, but a pair succeeded in 1990. Both Parks experience 
an influx of birds in August and September. 


HOOPOE Upupa epops 
Rare visitor - two records. A bird spent several hours on the lawn of Stud House, Hampton 
Court Park on May 11th 1949. On Apr 23rd 1983 a single was seen near to the Heron Pond. 


THE BIRDS OF BUSHY & HAMPTON COURT PARKS 175 


WRYNECK Jynx torquilla 
Rare visitor - three records. One bird was in the grounds of Stud House on Apr 25th 1930, 
and a bird was in Hampton Court Gardens on Apr 17th 1931. The only record from Bushy 
Park is of a single in the Waterhouse Plantation on Apr 26th 1931. 


GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis 
Moderately common resident. Both Parks offer this species ideal feeding opportunities 
with with much open grassland with numerous anthills. 


GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major 
Moderately common resident. In 1966 the species was considered scarce and its future in 
the Parks was in doubt. However its status has improved and within the woodland plantations 
birds are seen regularly. 


LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos minor 
Uncommon resident. Up to six pairs have been known to breed in Bushy Park but currently 
it is likely that two pairs are present. The site remains one of the best in London for 
observing this species. 


WOODLARK Lullula arborea 
Rare visitor. First recorded on ploughed land in Bushy Park in 1940, but not again until 
1949, the species became a frequent visitor until 1958 and probably bred in 1950. Two, 
possibly three, singing males were present in 1954, with similar numbers until 1958. It 
would seem likely that undetected breeding occurred in several of these years. The last 
record was of a single on Nov 11th 1967. 


SKYLARK Alauda arvensis 
Moderately common resident and winter visitor. With the exception of the period when 
soldiers occupied the Parks in World War II, the species has bred in all suitable grassland 
areas. The largest winter count is 260 on Dec 27th 1970. 


SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia 
Moderately common passage migrant. In the 1930s birds were breeding at gravel pits in 
Ham and were therefore daily visitors to the Parks. They are now recorded mainly on 
passage. 


SWALLOW Hirundo rustica 
Common passage migrant. After 1955 birds ceased to breed regularly in farm buildings in 
both Parks, with nests being located only in 1962, 1968 and 1970. 


HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica 
Moderately common summer resident and abundant passage migrant. Apart from occasional 
nests on farm buildings, the only colony was formerly along the south and east faces of 
Hampton Court Palace. This fluctuated from nine pairs in 1962 to 30-40 pairs in 1972. 
The colony ceased to exist after 1976. 


TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis 
Scarce passage migrant. Prior to the 1930s this was an irregular visitor, but breeding took 
place from 1930 to 1956 with up to three pairs nesting. It has not bred since 1957 and is 
now only recorded intermittently on passage, although a male sang from May to July 1981. 
The only breeding record for Hampton Court Park is in 1929. 


MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis 
Scarce resident and common winter visitor and passage migrant. The species has always 
been common during the winter months, with 25 to 50 birds being present in most winters, 
with occasionally up to 100 being recorded. Breeding was first suspected in Bushy Park in 
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1949 and subsequently birds were occasionally present in the breeding season. However, 
the first proof of nesting was obtained in Bushy Park in 1972 and at least one pair has since 
been present annually. 


YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava 
Uncommon passage migrant. The species has been seen in Bushy Park on many occasions, 
but the first record for Hampton Court Park was in 1977. In 1947 a pair nested in the 
Brewhouse Fields, although the young were taken by a predator. 


GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea 
Uncommon resident and winter visitor. In the past birds have only been seen regularly in 
winter, mainly around the Waterhouse Plantation and Longford River. Breeding was 
suspected on at least four occasions up to 1975 and in several years since. 


PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba yarrelli 
Uncommon resident and common winter visitor. One or two pairs breed annually in farm 
buildings and birds from the surrounding area use the Parks to feed. The largest count in 
winter is of 142 on newly ploughed land in Bushy Park on Oct 25th 1939 - with just two 
birds present the next day. A winter roost at the Hampton Wick Pond held 150 in Jan 1936 
but ceased to exist after 1938. 


WAXWING ; Bombycilla garrulus 
Rare visitor - two records. A single was feeding on pyracanthus berries in Hampton Court 
Gardens on a date between Mar 8th and 15th 1947 and two were in Bushy Park on Dec 
20th 1988. 


WREN Troglodytes troglodytes 
Abundant resident. This is the commonest breeding bird of the woodlands. Surprisingly, 
observers have noted little change in the species’ status even after severe winters such as 
that in 1947. , 


_DUNNOCK Prunella modularis 
Common resident. Widely distributed through all areas of scrub and low vegetation. Birds 
have become scarce after severe winters. 


ROBIN Erithacus rubecula 
Common resident. Widely distributed through all woodland and scrub habitats. 
NIGHTINGALE Luscinia megarhynchos 


Rare visitor. Formerly a summer resident in Bushy Park, with one or two pairs nesting in 
the Waterhouse Plantation up to 1934 (three pairs in 1930). Clearance of undergrowth the 
following year changed the habitat radically and as a result birds were only present briefly 
in 1935 and 1936. The only subsequent records have been of passage birds on May 14th 
1949 and May 4th to 29th 1985. 


BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros 
Rare visitor - two records. A male was in the paddocks of Hampton Court Park for 15 
minutes on Mar 26th 1948. A male was observed feeding near the Diana Pond car park on 
Mar 25th 1986. 


REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Scarce passage migrant. This species was formerly a summer resident of both Parks. Up to 
ten pairs nested in Bushy Park in the 1930s, reducing to just one pair in 1950-1952, after 
which 1963 was the only year in which breeding took place. 
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WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra 
Uncommon passage migrant. Recorded in approximately half of the years, birds appear to 
be more frequent on autumn passage. Breeding has never been suspected. 


STONECHAT Saxicola torquata 
Uncommon winter visitor. Up to the 1940s birds were regularly seen near Hawthorn Lodge 
during the winter months, but following several periods of extremely low temperature and 
extended snow cover visits became irregular. The species was not recorded from 1960 to 
1972. Since then records have become more frequent, and up to three are usually present in 
the bracken to the South of the Heron Pond from October to March. 


WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe 
Uncommon passage migrant. Recorded in most years, particularly in Bushy Park. In 1930 
a pair was seen near the rubbish dump in Hampton Court Park from May 8th to June 11th 
and appeared to be anxious. Although no proof was obtained, breeding was suspected. The 
maximum count is of 12 near the Round Plantation on Apr 3rd 1986. 


RING OUZEL ; Turdus torquatus 
Rare visitor - four records. A male fed in a cattle pen in Bushy Park on Apr 25th 1971. 
There were two sightings in 1987 with a single in Hampton Court Park on Mar 29th and 
two in Bushy Park on Oct 24th. A female was near the Oval Plantation on Apr 20th 1993. 


BLACKBIRD Turdus merula 
Abundant resident and winter visitor. With a combined breeding population of perhaps 80 
pairs, this is one of the Parks’ commonest breeding birds. 


FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris 
Moderately common winter visitor and passage migrant. Numbers are very dependent on 
weather conditions, but most birds are seen passing over the Parks. On occasions large 
groups have been seen on the ground, including 100 in Hampton Court Park on Feb Sth 
1956 and 150 in Bushy Park on Feb 22nd 1976. 


SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos 
Common resident. Although widespread in both Parks, the species is now less common 
than in the 1930s and 1940s when it was considered to outnumber the Blackbird. 


REDWING Turdus iliacus 
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Easily outnumbering the Fieldfare, birds are 
usually seen in flight. The maximum count overhead is 400 heading south-west in Bushy 
Park on Oct 12th 1974. From Feb 15th to Mar ist 1991 there were 350 in Bushy Park. 


MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus 
Moderately common resident. It is likely that about twelve pairs are present in the Parks. 
Numbers increase after the breeding season and flocks can be quite large, including 35 in 
Hampton Court Park on Sept 4th 1988. 


GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia 
Rare visitor - one record. A bird was heard singing in Bushy Park on the evening of May 
Sth 1960. 


SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Scarce passage migrant. A pair bred in reeds bordering the canal along the edge of Hampton 
Court Gardens in 1934, 1935 and 1937. In 1939 the birds were forced to nest at the Hampton 
Wick Pond due to disturbance from a pair of Mute Swans. Breeding again took place on 
~ the canal in 1942 and 1953 - for the last time. Between these years and subsequently there 
have been a number of records of birds on spring passage. 
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REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Rare visitor: In addition to a single record in 1931, a pair bred at the Hampton Wick Pond 
from 1954-1956. The habitat was badly trampled by cattle the following year, and 
subsequently song was heard briefly in most years up to 1963, but breeding was not evident. 
The only record at this site since was a single on June 7th 1975. The only record for Bushy 
Park is of two singing males on June 17th 1951. 


DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia undata 
Rare visitor - one record. A bird was seen in bracken by the Leg of Mutton Pond on Nov 
17th and 18th 1984. There were no further sightings until Jan 1st-5th 1985, when it was 
relocated in the same general area. 


LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca 
Uncommon passage migrant which breeds occasionally. At least one bird will normally 
take up residence for a brief period in the Willow Plantation in the spring, but breeding is 
rarely detected. The status of this species appears to have remained the same since the 
1930s and is difficult to survey due to its very short song period. 


WHITETHROAT : Sylvia communis 
Uncommon summer resident. Formerly the most abundant warbler in the Parks, now 
much scarcer. In 1938 there were 25 pairs in Bushy Park. From 1969 onwards a massive 
decline took place and breeding was not proved again until 1977. Currently there are 
usually up to five to seven pairs around the fields on the Brewhouse edge of Bushy Park. 


GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin 
Uncommon passage migrant which occasionally breeds. In the 1938 census, 15 pairs were 
located. However, even by 1945 this species was declining, perhaps due to habitat change. 
Breeding took place in 1957 and probably in 1968, 1973 and 1993. 


BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla 
Moderately common summer resident. The 1938 census in Bushy Park located 15 territories. 
Available habitat has decreased since then and about ten pairs are located annually. Although 
_ the species winters in gardens near to the Parks, no winter records are known. 


WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Uncommon passage migrant. This species has never been recorded breeding, although 
passage birds have held territories briefly in a number of years. The maximum number to 
be. present at any time was three singing males in 1930. In 1940 two singing males were 
present until mid-June. 


CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita 
Moderately common summer resident and passage migrant. Compared to the previous 
species, the Chiffchaff is not restricted to scrub and can be found in most wooded areas. 
Usually up to ten pairs are present. A very unusual record is that of a breeding male ringed 
in Bushy Park on May 17th 1992 which was subsequently trapped in Dyfed on Feb 12th 
1993. This may be the first record of a bird breeding and wintering in Britain. 


WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus 
Uncommon summer resident and passage migrant. Being found mainly in overgrown areas 
around the Willow Pfantation, there are usually about two or three pairs present in Bushy 
Park. However, in 1992 and 1993 no birds held territories in the breeding season. The 
reasons for this absence are unknown as two, possible three pairs were present in 1994. 
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GOLDCREST Regulus regulus 
Moderately common resident and winter visitor. Having become established as a breeding 
Species in Bushy Park in 1959, birds have been present in most breeding seasons. Nesting 
also takes place occasionally in conifers around Hampton Court Gardens. 


FIRECREST Regulus ignicapillus 
Rare visitor - two records. A bird was watched at close range near the Willow Plantation 
for 45 minutes on Mar 27th 1976. A single was in Bushy Park on Jan 14th 1989. 


SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata 
Uncommon summer resident. In line with the national decline of this species, about four 
pairs now breed in the Parks, compared to at least six pairs in the 1970s. Late summer 
gatherings often take place and 20 were seen in the Broom Clumps Plantation on Sept 3rd 
973: 


PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca 
Scarce passage migrant. First recorded in 1950 when two were present together in Bushy 
Park in spring, single birds have been seen on a further eleven occasions in both passage 
periods. 


LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus 
Moderately common resident. Found mainly in the woodland areas of Bushy Park, the 
Species has remained stable in both Parks, except after severe winters, when birds have 
subsequently been absent for up to nine months. 


MARSH TIT Parus palustris 
Rare visitor. Formerly distributed through the woodlands of Bushy Park, its status was 
similar to the Coal Tit. Birds were also seen in Hampton Court Park up to 1947 and in 
Bushy Park up to 1958. There was an isolated record in 1968, and then an unexplained 
string of sightings of single birds in Bushy Park on Dec 18th 1983, Jan 22nd 1984, Sept 
13th 1985, Sept 12th 1986 and Mar 20th 1987. There have been no further sightings. 


WILLOW TIT Parus montanus 
First recorded in Bushy Park in 1968, when a pair was found feeding young. This surprise 
discovery was completely unexpected and singles were subsequently seen on a few occasions 
in 1969, 1970, 1972 and 1974. The only record since then is an isolated sighting of three 
birds together in Keeper’s Wood on Dec 19th 1986. 


COAL TIT Parus ater 
Moderately common resident and winter visitor. Although described as ‘sparse’ in 1968, 
about six pairs are present in Bushy Park, augmented by winter immigrants. Few are seen 
in Hampton Court Park due to the lack of suitable habitat. 


BLUE TIT Parus caeruleus 
Abundant resident. Found in all areas with mature trees. The population may exceed 100 
pairs. 


GREAT TIT Parus major 
Common resident. Widely found through all wooded areas. The population may exceed 
60 pairs 

NUTHATCH Sitta europaea 


- Moderately common resident. Up to 20 pairs were estimated to be resident in 1966, which 
compares with about 15 pairs currently. 
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TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris 
Moderately common resident. Perhaps ten pairs are resident throughout those areas with 
older trees, particularly in Bushy Park. 


GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus 
Rare visitor - one record. A pair was present in the Round Plantation from May 13th-22nd 
1984. 


RED-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius cristatus 
Rare visitor - five records. There is a report of an albino which was shot in Bushy Park in 
Aug 1883. Other records are of a single in Hampton Court Park on July 21st 1929, two in 
Bushy Park on May 19th 1957, a single in Bushy Park on Apr 29th 1955, and a female or 
juvenile there on Aug 30th 1958. 


GREAT GREY SHRIKE Lanius excubitor 
Rare visitor - four records. A bird was seen feeding on ants on the ground by the edge of 
Keeper’s Wood on Sept 10th 1938 - an extremely early date. One was seen on Mar 3rd 
1951, and a single near the Willow Plantation was photographed on Mar 14th 1971. The 
only record for Hampton Court Park is of a very late single on May 30th 1950. 


WOODCHAT SHRIKE . Lanius senator 
Vagrant - one record. A female was discovered on hawthorns near the Oval Plantation in 
the early morning on May 25th 1992. Although it disappeared for much of the day, it later 
showed well for about three hours. The bird could not be found the next day. 


JAY Garrulus glandarius 
Moderately common resident. Originally more common than the Magpie, numbers have 
remained at approximately the same level since the 1930s, with perhaps ten pairs over the 
two Parks. 


MAGPIE Pica pica 
Common resident. In the 1930s some three pairs bred, dropping to a single pair in the 
1940s. This is clearly in contrast to the current status, where approximately 15 to 20 pairs 
‘are resident in both Parks. 


JACKDAW Corvus monedula 
Moderately common resident and winter visitor. Formerly more numerous in both Parks, 
the species has traditionally favoured the more rural aspect offered by Hampton Court Park 
where at least ten pairs nest. A few pairs breed in Bushy Park where the species is now 
increasing. An indication of the influx in winter is a flock of 150 in Hampton Court Park 
on Aug 24th 1991. 


ROOK Corvus frugilegus 
Rare visitor. This was formerly a resident and large numbers came to the Parks as daily 
visitors. Jesse (1832-35) told of a large rookery in lime trees in Hampton Court Park which 
. had an average of 750 nests for at least four years. However, in the current century colonies 
have been smaller, with several sites becoming established for short periods. These rookeries 
were highly volatile and most lasted for only three to four years. Nesting finally occurred in 
1959. There have been subsequent sightings in 1960, 1962 and 1976. 


CARRION CROW Corvus corone 
Abundant resident and winter visitor. Despite attempts to control numbers, this is still the 
most numerous crow in both Parks. Numbers are clearly augmented in winter. There are 
seven records of Hooded Crows, mainly from the 1930s and 1940s. Records of this race 
have usually been in the company of Rooks - a former breeding species. It is interesting to 
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note that when Rooks ceased to breed in the Parks, records of this race stopped. However 
an intermediate bird was seen in Bushy Park on Oct 26th 1988. 


STARLING Sturnus vulgaris 
Abundant resident and winter visitor. This is probably the most common breeding species 
in the Parks, utilizing almost every habitat for nesting. 


HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus 
Abundant resident. Found mainly in areas with houses or farm buildings. 
TREE SPARROW Passer montanus 


Scarce resident. Perhaps the most significant decline over the last fifteen years has been 
the reduction of this species from a familiar resident to one that is found in very few places. 
Possibly birds are still breeding in each Park, although they are rarely seen. The only 
impressive numbers in recent years are nine in Hampton Court Park on July 29th 1990 and 
13 on Feb 16th 1994. 


CHAFFINCH . Fringilla coelebs 
Common resident and winter visitor. In the past, large flocks of several hundred were 
reported as roosting in the Waterhouse Plantation and Keeper’s Wood. Clearly the habitat 
has changed greatly since then, and although common, flocks are only of 20-30 birds. 


BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla 
Uncommon winter visitor. The irregularity of this species is demonstrated by records in 
four of the years 1933-1938, but then not again until 1950. Groups have rarely exceeded 
ten, and a flock of 50-60 on Mar 8th 1970 is exceptional. 


GREENFINCH f Cardulelis chloris 
Common resident and winter visitor. Breeding occurs in most of the plantations. Examples 
of winter flocking include 500 in Bushy Park on Sept 12th 1949. 


GOLDFINCH : Carduelis carduelis 
Moderately common resident and winter visitor. As a breeding species it would appear 
that the Goldfinch has increased its numbers as only one or two pairs were thought to nest 
in the Parks in the 1930s and 1940s. It is likely that at least four or five pairs now nest 
annually. A group of 200 was in Bushy Park on Nov 7th 1976. 


SISKIN Carduelis spinus 
Moderately common winter visitor. Concentrations of up to 800 were counted in 1972, but 
normally no more than 50 are seen together. Although birds have occasionally lingered into 
the breeding season, nesting has never been suspected. 


LINNET Carduelis cannabina 
Moderately common winter visitor and occasional breeder. Birds became scarce after 
1937, being seen only twice annually between 1947-1949. Few were seen until 1960 and 
subsequently numbers have steadily improved. 


REDPOLL Carduelis flammea 
Moderately common winter visitor. Numbers of this species are highly erratic and for 
periods it has not been recorded at all including 1942-1948. In recent years, birds have 
occasionally been seen in the breeding season. 


CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra 
Rare visitor - probably two records. A party of 15-20 birds was seen at Hampton Court in 
1909. In 1936 it was suspected that birds had visited the Warren Plantation, leaving a trail 
of open pine cones as evidence. 
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BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Moderately common resident. Mainly found in Bushy Park, and particularly in the overgrown 
corners of woods such as the Willow Plantation. 


HAWFINCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Rare visitor. This has never been a common bird in the Parks although a flock of 25-30 
was seen in Bushy Park on Feb 2nd 1918. The only breeding record is from the grounds of 
Stud House in 1949. The last sighting was in 1957. 


YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella 
Scarce winter visitor. Birds have occasionally been recorded at the cattle feeding stations 
with one or two on occasions, and exceptionally 20 in the early 1970s. 


REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus 
Uncommon resident and winter visitor. Formerly a rare winter visitor, with birds also 
present in the breeding season in 1930, 1949 and 1954, with breeding proved eventually in 
1957 since which it has nested in most years. 


CORN BUNTING Miliaria calandra 
Scarce winter visitor. Formerly a rare visitor to Bushy Park, this species has almost vanished 
in line with the national decline. The largest group recorded is 25 on Mar 6th 1971. 
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Checklist of Birds of the London Area 
M.A. Hardwick 


The last annotated checklist of the birds of the London Area, covering the period from 
1901 to 1977, appeared in 1980 (Osborne 1980) and a summary checklist was published in 
the 1989 LBR (Earp 1990). In recent years there have been a number of additions to the list 
and a couple of deletions due to review of previously accepted records which has led to a 
little confusion over the exact number of species on the ‘London List’. The checklist which 
follows updates the situation to July 1994, by when the total number of species recorded in 
an apparently wild state in the London Area in historic times was 342, of which 330 have 
been recorded this century. The checklist includes one species which has yet to be 
documented in the LBR - Isabelline Shrike, which occurred in March 1994. 

The 12 species marked * were recorded in the London Area at least once prior to 1900 
but have not been recorded in an apparently wild state since. Several other species on the 
British list, particularly of wildfowl, have been recorded in the London Area, but only as 
known or presumed escapes from captivity. Additions and corrections to Earp (1990) are 
generally based on the annual London Bird Reports (see especially Hardwick & Self 1992 
and the editorial Introductions to LBRs: 56 and 57) and reports in Birding World, British 
Birds and Ibis. 

The London Area is the area within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. The species numbers 
in the first column below follow the list in the Surrey Bird Report for 1979 which were 
used in the LBR until 1991, except that some species (such as Water Pipit) formerly treated 
as subspecies are distinguished by suffix letters. The second number for each speciesis its 
EURING species number, as now used in the LBR. 












































il 0002 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata Ea 
2 0003 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 
3 0004 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer [ 
6 0007 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis ay 
7 0009 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus | 
8 0010 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena ey 
9 0011 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus ig 
10 0012 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis fag 
2 0020 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis ial 
18a 0046 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus i] 
18b 0046 Mediterranean Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan [| 
19 0048 Little Shearwater Puffinus assimilis | 
22 0052 Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus ral 
Ze) 0055 Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
75) 0071 Gannet Sula bassana re 
26 0072 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ae 
aif 0080 Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis Bal 
a) 0095 Bittern Botaurus stellaris 
a2 0098 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus C 
33 0104 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax [| 
35 0108 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 
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0119 
0122 
0124 
0131 
0134 
0136 
0144 
0152 
0153 
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0157 
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0167 
0168 
0169 
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0173 
0178 
0179 
0180 
0182 
0184 
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0189 © 


0191 
0192 
0194 
0196 
0198 
0200 
0202 
0203 
0204 
0206 
0212 
0213 
0215 
0218 
0220 
0221 
0223 
0225 
0231 
0238 
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Cattle Egret 

Little Egret 

Grey Heron 
Purple Heron 
Black Stork 

White Stork 
Glossy Ibis 
Spoonbill 

Mute Swan 
Bewick’s Swan 
Whooper Swan 
Bean Goose 
Pink-footed Goose 
White-fronted Goose 
Greylag Goose 
Canada Goose 
Barnacle Goose 
Brent Goose 
Red-breasted Goose* 
Egyptian Goose 
Shelduck 
Mandarin 

Wigeon 

American Wigeon 
Gadwall 

Teal 

Mallard 

Pintail 

Garganey 
Blue-winged Teal 
Shoveler 
Red-crested Pochard 
Pochard 
Ring-necked Duck 
Ferruginous Duck 
Tufted Duck 
Scaup 

Eider 

Long-tailed Duck 
Common Scoter 
Velvet Scoter 
Goldeneye 

Smew 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Goosander 

Ruddy Duck 
Honey Buzzard 
Black Kite 


Bubulcus ibis 
Egretta garzetta 
Ardea cinerea 
Ardea purpurea 
Ciconia nigra 
Ciconia ciconia 
Plegadis falcinellus 
Platalea leucorodia 
Cygnus olor 
Cygnus columbianus 
Cygnus cygnus 
Anser fabalis 
Anser brachyrhynchus 
Anser albifrons 
Anser anser 

Branta canadensis 
Branta leucopsis 
Branta bernicla 
Branta ruficollis 
Alopochen aegyptiacus 
Tadorna tadorna 
Aix galericulata 
Anas penelope 
Anas americana 
Anas strepera 

Anas crecca 

Anas platyrhynchos 
Anas acuta 

Anas querquedula 
Anas discors 

Anas clypeata 
Netta rufina 
Aythya ferina 
Aythya collaris 
Aythya nyroca 
Aythya fuligula 
Aythya marila 
Somateria mollissima 
Clangula hyemalis 
Melanitta nigra 
Melanitta fusca 
Bucephala clangula 
Mergus albellus 
Mergus serrator 
Mergus merganser 
Oxyura jamaicensis 
Pernis apivorus 
Milvus migrans 
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Red Kite 
White-tailed Eagle 
Marsh Harrier 

Hen Harrier 
Montagu’s Harrier 
Goshawk 
Sparrowhawk 
Buzzard 
Rough-legged Buzzard 
Golden Eagle* 
Osprey 

Lesser Kestrel 
Kestrel 

Red-footed Falcon 
Merlin 

Hobby 

Gyrfalcon 

Peregrine 
Red-legged Partridge 
Grey Partridge 
Quail 

Pheasant 

Water Rail 

Spotted Crake 
Baillon’s Crake* 
Corncrake 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Crane 

Great Bustard* 
Oystercatcher 
Black-winged Stilt 
Avocet 
Stone-curlew 
Cream-coloured Courser* 
Collared Pratincole 
Little Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 
Killdeer 

Kentish Plover 
Dotterel 

Pacific Golden Plover* 
Golden Plover 

Grey Plover 
Sociable Plover 
Lapwing 

Knot 

Sanderling 


Milvus milvus 
Haliaeetus albicilla 
Circus aeruginosus 
Circus cyaneus 

Circus pygargus 
Accipiter gentilis 
Accipiter nisus 

Buteo buteo 

Buteo lagopus 

Aquila chrysaetos 
Pandion haliaetus 
Falco naumanni 
Falco tinnunculus 
Falco vespertinus 
Falco columbarius 
Falco subbuteo 

Falco rusticolus 
Falco peregrinus 
Alectoris rufa 

Perdix perdix 
Coturnix coturnix 
Phasianus colchicus 
Rallus aquaticus 
Porzana porzana 
Porzana pusilla 

Crex crex 

Gallinula chloropus 
Fulica atra 

Grus grus 

Otis tarda 
Haematopus ostralegus 
Himantopus himantopus 
Recurvirostra avosetta 
Burhinus oedicnemus 
Cursorius cursor 
Glareola pratincola 
Charadrius dubius 
Charadrius hiaticula 
Charadrius vociferus 
Charadrius alexandrinus 
Charadrius morinellus 
Pluvialis fulva 
Pluvialis apricaria 
Pluvialis squatarola 
Chettusia gregaria 
Vanellus vanellus 
Calidris canutus 
Calidris alba 
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Western Sandpiper 
Little Stint 
Temminck’s Stint 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Baird’s Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Purple Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

Broad-billed Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Ruff 

Jack Snipe 

Snipe 

Great Snipe 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Woodcock 
Black-tailed Godwit 
Bar-tailed Godwit 
Whimbrel 

Curlew 

Spotted Redshank 
Redshank 

Marsh Sandpiper 
Greenshank 

Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Green Sandpiper 
Wood Sandpiper 
Common Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Turnstone 

Wilson’s Phalarope 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Grey Phalarope 
Pomarine Skua 

Arctic Skua 
Long-tailed Skua 
Great Skua 
Mediterranean Gull 
Little Gull 

Sabine’s Gull 
Bonaparte’s Gull 
Black-headed Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Common Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 


Calidris mauri 
Calidris minuta 
Calidris temminckii 
Calidris fuscicollis 
Calidris bairdii 
Calidris melanotos 
Calidris acuminata 
Calidris ferruginea 
Calidris maritima 
Calidris alpina 
Limicola falcinellus 
Tryngites subruficollis 
Philomachus pugnax 
Lymnocryptes minimus 
Gallinago gallinago 
Gallinago media 


Limnodromus scolopaceus 


Scolopax rusticola 
Limosa limosa 
Limosa lapponica 
Numenius phaeopus 
Numenius arquata 
Tringa erythropus 
Tringa totanus 

Tringa stagnatilis 
Tringa nebularia 
Tringa flavipes 
Tringa solitaria 
Tringa ochropus 
Tringa glareola 
Actitis hypoleucos 
Actitis macularia 
Arenaria interpres 
Phalaropus tricolor 
Phalaropus lobatus 
Phalaropus fulicarius 
Stercorarius pomarinus 
Stercorarius parasiticus 
Stercorarius longicaudus 
Stercorarius skua 
Larus melanocephalus 
Larus minutus 

Larus sabini 

Larus philadelphia 
Larus ridibundus 
Larus delawarensis 
Larus canus 

Larus fuscus 
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Herring Gull 
Iceland Gull 
Glaucous Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Kittiwake 
Gull-billed Tern 
Caspian Tern 
Sandwich Tern 
Roseate Tern 
Common Tern 
Arctic Tern 

Bridled Tern 

Sooty Tern 

Little Tern 
Whiskered Tern 
Black Tern 
White-winged Black Tern 
Guillemot 

Razorbill 

Little Auk 

Puffin 

Pallas’s Sandgrouse 
Feral Rock Dove 
Stock Dove 
Woodpigeon 
Collared Dove 
Turtle Dove 
Ring-necked Parakeet 
Cuckoo 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Barn Owl 

Scops Owl* 

Snowy Owl 

Little Owl 

Tawny Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
Tengmalm’s Owl* 
Nightjar 

Common Nighthawk 
Swift 

Alpine Swift 
Kingfisher 
Bee-eater 

Roller 

Hoopoe 

Wryneck 

Green Woodpecker 


Larus argentatus 
Larus glaucoides 
Larus hyperboreus 
Larus marinus 

Rissa tridactyla 
Gelochelidon nilotica 
Sterna caspia 

Sterna sandvicensis - 
Sterna dougallii 
Sterna hirundo 
Sterna paradisaea 
Sterna anaethetus 
Sterna fuscata 
Sterna albifrons 
Chlidonias hybridus 
Chlidonias niger 


Chlidonias leucopterus 


Uria aalge 

Alca torda 

Alle alle 

Fratercula arctica 
Syrrhaptes paradoxus 
Columba livia 
Columba oenas 
Columba palumbus 
Streptopelia decaocto 
Streptopelia turtur 
Psittacula krameri 
Cuculus canorus 
Coccyzus americanus 
Tyto alba 

Otus scops 

Nyctea scandiaca 
Athene noctua 

Strix aluco 

Asio otus 

Asio flammeus 
Aegolius funereus 


Caprimulgus europaeus 


Chordeiles minor 
Apus apus 

Apus melba 
Alcedo atthis 
Merops apiaster 
Coracias garrulus 
Upupa epops 
Jynx torquilla 
Picus viridis 
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Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
Short-toed Lark 
Crested Lark 
Woodlark 

Skylark 

Shore Lark 

Sand Martin 
Swallow 
Red-rumped Swallow 
House Martin 
Richard’s -Pipit 
Tawny Pipit 
Olive-backed Pipit 
Tree Pipit 

Meadow Pipit 
Red-throated Pipit 
Rock Pipit 

Water Pipit 

Yellow Wagtail 
Citrine Wagtail 

Grey Wagtail 

Pied Wagtail 
Waxwing 

Dipper 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Alpine Accentor* 
Robin 

Nightingale 
Bluethroat 

Black Redstart 
Redstart 

Whinchat 

Stonechat 

Wheatear 
Black-eared Wheatear 
Desert Wheatear 
Ring Ouzel 
Blackbird 

Dusky Thrush 
Fieldfare 

Song Thrush 
Redwing 

Mistle Thrush 
Cetti’s Warbler 
Grasshopper Warbler 
Savi’s Warbler 


Dendrocopos major 
Dendrocopos minor 
Calandrella brachydactyla 
Galerida cristata 
Lullula arborea 
Alauda arvensis 
Eremophila alpestris 
Riparia riparia 
Hirundo rustica 
Hirundo daurica 
Delichon urbica 
Anthus novaeseelandiae 
Anthus campestris 
Anthus hodgsoni 
Anthus trivialis 
Anthus pratensis 
Anthus cervinus 
Anthus petrosus 
Anthus spinoletta 
Motacilla flava 
Motacilla citreola 
Motacilla cinerea 
Motacilla alba 
Bombycilla garrulus 
Cinclus cinclus 
Troglodytes troglodytes 
Prunella modularis 
Prunella collaris 
Erithacus rubecula 
Luscinia megarhynchos 
Luscinia svecica 
Phoenicurus ochruros 
Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Saxicola rubetra 
Saxicola torquata 
Oenanthe oenanthe 
Oenanthe hispanica 
Oenanthe deserti 
Turdus torquatus 
Turdus merula 

Turdus naumanni 
Turdus pilaris 

Turdus philomelos 
Turdus iliacus 

Turdus viscivorus 
Cettia cetti 

Locustella naevia 
Locustella luscinioides 
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Aquatic Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 
Marsh Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Icterine Warbler 
Melodious Warbler 
Dartford Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Sardinian Warbler 
Barred Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Whitethroat 
Garden Warbler 
Blackcap 

Pallas’s Warbler 
Yellow-browed Warbler 
Wood Warbler 
Chiffchaff 

Willow Warbler 
Goldcrest 
Firecrest 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Pied Flycatcher 
Bearded Tit 
Long-tailed Tit 
Marsh Tit 

Willow Tit 

Crested Tit 

Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Nuthatch 
Treecreeper 
Short-toed Treecreeper 
Penduline Tit 
Golden Oriole 
Isabelline Shrike 
Red-backed Shrike 
Lesser Grey Shrike 
Great Grey Shrike 
Woodchat Shrike 
Jay 

Magpie 
Nutcracker 
Jackdaw 

Rook 

Carrion Crow 


Acrocephalus paludicola 


Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 


Acrocephalus palustris 
Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Hippolais icterina 
Hippolais polyglotta 
Sylvia undata 

Sylvia cantillans 
Sylvia melanocephala 
Sylvia nisoria 

Sylvia curruca 

Sylvia communis 
Sylvia borin 

Sylvia atricapilla 
Phylloscopus proregulus 
Phylloscopus inornatus 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Phylloscopus collybita 
Phylloscopus trochilus 
Regulus regulus 
Regulus ignicapillus 
Muscicapa striata 
Ficedula parva 
Ficedula hypoleuca 
Panurus biarmicus 
Aegithalos caudatus 
Parus palustris 

Parus montanus 

Parus cristatus 

Parus ater 

Parus caeruleus 

Parus major 

Sitta europaea 

Certhia familiaris 
Certhia brachydactyla. 
Remiz pendulinus 
Oriolus oriolus 

Lanius isabellinus 
Lanius collurio 

Lanius minor 

Lanius excubitor 
Lanius senator 
Garrulus glandarius 
Pica pica 

Nucifraga caryocatactes 
Corvus monedula 
Corvus frugilegus 
Corvus corone 
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443, 1572 Raven Corvus corax [] 
444 = 1582 Starling Sturnus vulgaris C1] 
445 1584 Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus Pa 
446 1591 House Sparrow Passer domesticus [] 
448 1598 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus [| 
451 1636 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ry 
452 1638 Brambling Fringilla montifringilla CI 
453 1640 Serin Serinus serinus ra 
455 1649 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris [] 
456 1653 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis [| 
457 1654 Siskin Carduelis spinus [| 
458 1660 Linnet Carduelis cannabina z 
459 1662 Twite Carduelis flavirostris [| 
460 1663 Redpoll Carduelis flammea i 
461 1664 Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni Ps 
462 1665 Two-barred Crossbill* Loxia leucoptera [J 
463 1666 Crossbill Loxia curvirostra Taw 
465 1668 Parrot Crossbill* Loxia pytyopsittacus [J 
467 1679 Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus CJ 
468 1699 Pine Grosbeak* Pinicola enucleator ey 
469 1710 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula SB 
470 1717 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes |_| 
493 1847 Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus A 
494 = 1850 Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis & 
495 1856 Pine Bunting Emberiza leucocephalos C] 
496 1857 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella ry 
497 1858 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus a 
499 = 1866 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana [J 
S02 +1873 Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica [J 
503-1874 Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla [J 
506 =—-1877 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus [J 
S09 1884 Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala [J 
510 =: 1882 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra LJ 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


The author would like to thank Mike Earp for supplying a copy of the London checklist on 
disk complete with scientific names which saved a lot of time and checking, and all of the 
active London birdwatchers whose efforts ensure that new species continue to be added to 
the ‘London List’. 


REFERENCES 
Osborne, K.C., 1980. Checklist of the Birds of the London Area, 1901-77. Lond. Bird 
Rep. 43: 71-84. 
Earp, M.J., 1990. Checklist of the Birds of the London Area, 1900 to 1989. Lond. Bird 
Rep. 54: 141-144. 
Hardwick, M.A., and Self, A.S.M., 1992. Rure Birds in the London Area, 1900 to 
- 1991. Lond. Bonen 56: 183- 211. 


M.A. Hardwick, The Garden Flat, 13 Southcote Road, Tufnell Park, London N19 5BJ. 


R.B HASTINGS (1955-1993) 191 


Rupert Benedict Hastings, 1955-1993 


Rupert Hastings was a remarkable character. He will perhaps be remembered best as a 
quite exceptional birdwatcher, without doubt ranking amongst the foremost in the country. 
His acute powers of observation, allied to a remarkable ability to remember the salient 
identification features on even the most obscure bird, as well as a dogged persistence, 
meant that few birds escaped his keen eyes. But Rupert was far more than an ornithologist, 
he was a first class all round naturalist who could turn his hand to almost any branch of 
natural history - including plants, butterflies, dragonflies, damselflies, grasshoppers and 
crickets and, his particular favourite, hoverflies. Regardless of where he was, whether it 
was in the depths of a sweltering South American rain forest, in northern Japan in the grip 
of an Arctic winter, or at his first love Barn Elms, he was a quite meticulous notetaker. 

Rupert was born in Kensington on July 15th 1955. He was brought up in Barnes and 
went to the nearby St Paul’s School where he was a keen sportsman and where he first 
developed an interest in natural history. He went on to Aberdeen University in September 
1973 to study Zoology and he graduated with an Honours degree in 1977. His choice of 
Aberdeen was indeed a fortuitous one since, quite by chance, a group of unusually keen 
birdwatchers had all gravitated to Aberdeen - including such well known names as Pete 
Ellis, Martin Heubeck, Alan Knox, Phil Round and Richard Schofield - all of of whom 
went on to become full-time ornithologists. Pete Ellis, a close friend of Rupert and himself 
one of Britain’s top birders rated Rupert as one of the sharpest-eyed and most knowledgeable 
birdwatchers he had ever met. Rupert was a hard-working and able student, but one who 
was keen to get out birdwatching at every available opportunity and Aberdeen’s coastal 
location was ideal for this, providing as it did suitable habitat for migrants in spring and 
autumn, as well as fascinating breeding birds not many miles inland. Rupert became the 
secretary of the Aberdeen University Bird Club, during which time it underwent an 
unparalleled period of activity; not surprisingly his astute powers of observation added 
both Firecrest and Mediterranean Gull to the North-east Scotland list. This environment 
was to provide a superbly critical grounding for a budding and impressionable young 
birdwatcher. After university he returned to Barnes and whilst looking for a permanent job 
he filled in time by taking on a temporary job as a warden at a Peregrine nest site in 
Cumbria during the spring and early summer of 1978, during which time he gained a 
marvellous understanding and appreciation of Peregrines. 

During 1978 he joined the staff of The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew; this choice, 
quite apart from being an excellent opening, proved to be very convenient for Rupert who 
was once again based at Barnes. Initially he worked in the old Museums division before 
being transferred into the Economic and Conservation section, in which Rupert was a key 
figure. Amongst various projects, he was involved with the curation of the Economic Botany 
Collections and he masterminded much of the move from their diverse locations around 
the Gardens into the Sir Joseph Banks Building. Latterly he was concerned with the search 
for plants of potential economic value, particularly medicinal legumes, for developing 
countries. He developed an interest in the New World, particularly Mexico and the semi- 
desert caatinga vegetation of North East Brazil and wrote a number of scientific papers. 
During his time at Kew his frequent lunchtime trips around the Gardens allowed him, 
through his meticulous observations, to build up a comprehensive knowledge of its natural 
history and he subsequently produced typically thorough and user-friendly information 
leaflets on birds and butterflies at Kew. 

_ Away from Kew Rupert’s main interest was birds. Much of his early birdwatching was 
done at Barn Elms reservoirs where he was accompanied by his father on weekend trips to 
his local patch; as his enthusiasm grew his visits became more frequent and he began to 
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Rupert, smiling as ever, during his honeymoon - June/July 1989 


develop an interest in watching birds throughout the London Area, as well as further afield. 
Once he had returned to Barnes from Aberdeen he became a regular visitor to many sites 
around London, particularly the west London reservoirs, most notably Staines, nearby 
‘Wraysbury gravel pits as well as Rainham and West Thurrock in east London. One of his 
proudest achievements was in 1985 when he saw 200 species in the London Area in one 
year (LBR 50:197-9), a quite outstanding record that will probably never be matched. He 
also found two new species for the London Area - a Ring-billed Gull at Rainham Marsh in 
February 1979 and a White-rumped Sandpiper at Perry Oaks in July 1984 (LBR 50:203-4). 
But it was always Barn Elms which retained his greatest affection and over the years he 
recorded, personally, 173 species of bird at this site (more than anyone else) and he also 
found many unusual birds there including Alpine Swift, Melodious Warbler, Red-throated 
Pipit (twice) and Shorelark. He wrote the first ever report covering the birds of the site 
entitled Birds at Barn Elms Reservoir 1991 and he was pivotal in the promotion of the site 
as the first urban Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust Reserve in London; he was a consultant to 
the Trust, as well as to many other conservation organisations. He was unanimously given 
the title of Honorary President of the Barn Elms Natural History Group, of which he was a 
founder. His ashes were scattered at Barn Elms at his request and the reserve at this site, 
when it finally reaches fruition, will remain a permanent memorial to him. 

Rupert had been a regular contributor to the London Bird Report since 1974 and his 
interest and enthusiasm for the birds of the London Area was recognised in 1981 when he 
became the Surrey bird recorder within the London Area, a position that he held until 
1988. During this time he was also an invaluable member of the editorial team of the 
London Bird Report and he provided much advice, encouragement and constructive criticism 
to me during my years as Editor of the London Bird Report; he remained an active member 
of the editorial team after he gave up the recordership right up until his death. His proof- 
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reading skills, greatly assisted by an excellent command of the English language, were 
responsible for picking up many unnoticed errors; his ability to draw on unique turns of 
phrase added a complete air of originality and freshness to articles that he wrote. Members 
of the London Natural History Society will have noted that he was a regular contributor to 
the annual or biennial updates in the London Naturalist on plants and butterflies in the 
London Area; indeed he was also a major contributor to The Butterflies of the London Area 
as well as to the forthcoming London Atlas on breeding birds. 

Whenever friends met Rupert you could always guarantee he would have a smile on his 
face, he was never miserable, usually greeting you with some witty one-liner. He was 
someone who could be said to suffer fools gladly, always diplomatic and courteous; but he 
would never let anyone get away with mistakes - if he thought someone was speaking 
rubbish or if they had misidentified a bird, regardless of who it was, he would say so. The 
subsequent discussions that could follow some contentious issue were often prolonged, but 
always light-hearted. 

I was very fortunate to accompany Rupert on many birdwatching trips around the country, 
as well as on many birding holidays around the world including such diverse localities as 
Venezuela, Costa Rica, Panama, Canada, Kenya, Thailand and Japan. As a field observer 
he was second to none and regardless of circumstances - whether it was bumping along 
some track in Kenya, waiting for a flight in some transit lounge in the middle of nowhere 
or watching a rare bird in this country - he would note down what he had seen, usually with 
added descriptive comments. As a companion he was first class - sensible, practical, thought 
provoking and above all humorous - he never lost his quite incorrigible sense of humour. 
On numerous occasions both at home and abroad his superb observational powers picked 
up birds or plants others had missed, and his persistence - whether searching for unusual 
gulls in the vast roosts on the west London reservoirs in the depths of winter or hunting for 
some particularly insignificant plant - meant that he invariably found something long after 
others had given up hope. Often when it was too dark to distinguish gulls out on the distant 
waters he would cast his eye skywards and see what planets or comets he could pick out - 
above all else Rupert was an enthusiast who enjoyed his life to the full. 

He leaves many happy memories - snorkelling over coral reefs in the Red Sea in Israel 
and in the Indian Ocean off Kenya, swimming in the River Orinoco whilst watching 
freshwater dolphins 250 miles from the sea in Venezuela or sharing the excitement of 
witnessing the huge influx of Guillemots into London along the Thames in 1986. Summer 
days spent looking for butterflies, orchids and other wildflowers on the Berkshire Downs, 
in the Chilterns, Cotswolds and the Yorkshire Dales; enjoying our first views of the striking 
Club-tailed Dragonfly (Gomphus vulgatissimus) along the River Arun in West Sussex and 
the insignificant Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly (Ischnura pumilio) in Cornwall or simply 
admiring Rupert’s knowledge as he pointed out many different varieties of hoverflies during 
frequent October trips on the Scillies. 

During the autumn of 1983 the publication of British Hoverflies, an excellent illustrated 
identification book by Alan Stubbs and Steven Falk, really fired Rupert’s enthusiasm. 
Alan Stubbs writes: 


“.... the following season he started to include hoverfly recording during his 
observations in Kew Gardens. To begin with his progress was slow, there being a 
conflict between viewing upwards with binoculars and downwards onto insects 
and flowers. However quite a few areas at Kew attracted plenty of hoverflies and 
some of the really big hornet-mimics were frequently coming indoors in various 
offices. 

Whilst there are plenty of hoverflies that are easy to identify, and recording and 
monitoring those is worthwhile, some species need hand lens treatment and the 
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retention of voucher specimens. Being inseparable from his binoculars, he used 
them ‘back-to front’ for hand-lens jobs. His great ethical dilemma was a reluctance 
to kill flies, where this was necessary to examine them properly and as vouchers 
for critical identification. However if one is to record, monitor and understand 
Species it is necessary to kill some, which compared to a ‘bird’s breakfast’ is really 
hardly anything. Once he had overcome such inhibitions in 1986, the Kew list rose 
rapidly to 41 species and amazingly he even took his eyes off birds in the Scilly 
Isles to record the rare Xanthandrus comtus. 

In 1987 his forays extended to the wilder parts of Kew Gardens as the incentive 
to extend the hoverfly list gained momentum and he wrote ‘birds cannot produce 
all this interest locally’ - which from a bird fanatic was quite something. During 
that summer he was enthusiastically dashing from locality to locality twitching 
hoverflies, though it has to be said that plant twitching had bitten him seriously as 
well. He came to see me at Peterborough with Laura, on one of their first outings 
together, and instantly wanted to see my garden list. Needless to say I was berated 
for having recorded fewer species than the Kew list and for my evident lack of 
diligence. Whilst I felt this a little unfair, not having a garden of c300 acres, he 
caused me to start regular monitoring in my garden - one just could not fail to be 
infected by his enthusiasm. At least he went away convinced that “the scope (for 
original study and publication) is so much greater than for birds’ (and I feel sure 
that he would have gone on to publish useful studies). 

Thus in the late 1980s Rupert was getting well into hoverflies and making 
detailed records at Kew. His Kew list eventually extended to 87 species. By 1990 
he described himself as a ‘hoverfly hunting bird maniac’. Fanatic yes, but a maniac 
would lack his absolute integrity to detail and making accurate records. Apart from 
the very detailed records from Kew, he was submitting very useful data to the 
Surrey hoverfly recorder and to the national recording scheme. 

His determination to record hoverflies and to process his records continued 
through his declining health and it was clear that this element in his studies was 
very important to him. Laura eventually had to do his pinning - under close 
supervision! All who knew Rupert agree that he could have been an expert on 
anything in the field of natural history since he had a prodigious capacity to absorb 
the study of new groups of wildlife. He was undoubtedly on his way to becoming 
very good at recording hoverflies, but it is difficult to separate this flare from the 
great expansion in his horizons in the 1980s to embrace various other insect groups 
and wild plants. Rupert had branched out from being a highly competent ornithologist 
to a highly competent all round nauralist. He was much more than just a twitcher. 
To have been eclipsed as he was developing into a very widely respected naturalist 
in so many fields has been an incredible loss. But all who knew him will never 
forget his lively character and constant freshness of enthusiasm.” 


Another book that proved to be a major catalyst for Rupert was The Historical Flora of 
Middlesex by Douglas Kent, published in 1975, which provides an extremely thorough and 
readable account of the status of all the plants in the county. His ability, when he was in the 
field, to switch his attention from one taxa to another - from birds to plants to hoverflies 
- was remarkable and he proved to be a voracious recorder of plants, particularly in the 


London Area and especially at well known birdwatching haunts. Doug Kent writes: 


“T first met Rupert at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in 1979. His employment 
there did not involve the study of the British flora, and as is well known his great 
leisure time activity was ornithology. 
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Apart from his birdwatching he was a good all round naturalist and a delightful 
companion in the field. Knowing of my interest in the flora of Middlesex he 
expressed a desire to try and rediscover some of the alleged extinct species of the 
county. I suggested that he visit the Hampton Court area and search for three tiny 
ephemeral clovers - Clustered Clover (Trifolium glomeratum) (not seen for over a 
century), Fenugreek (T'ornithopodioides) (last seen in 1885) and Rough Trefoil 
(Z:scabrum) (unrecorded for 90 years). 

On his first visit in 1981 he found a solitary plant of T. glomeratum; the following 
year he located a further colony of 30 plants and at the same time rediscovered 
nearby a colony of over 200 plants of T.scabrum. These two species had been 
sought for, over the years, by such experienced London botanists as Ted Lousley, 
Barbara Welch, Donald Young and Ron Boniface, so Rupert’s rediscoveries were 
indeed a remarkable achievement of keen eyesight and patience, as well as a good 
illustration of his insight into what type of habitat the plant should occur. 

Rupert continued to send me interesting records until his fatal illness curtailed 
his activities and even then he was delighted to hear of rare plants that were surviving 

‘ and thriving against all the odds. His early demise was a tragedy and a great sadness. 
I miss him”. 


* Rupert was also a keen sportsman. He played in the Kew football and cricket teams 
and often entered the Round the Gardens Race and he was always keen to participate in 
any impromptu game, especially football, wherever he was. He also had a lively interest in 
music ranging from new wave rock music to nights at the Proms. Rupert was an accomplished 
photographer, long before the days when bird photography had reached the commercial 
level of today’s professionals, who had his work published in many magazines including 
British Birds, as well as the London Bird Report. 

During 1987 he found a fellow enthusiast in Laura, also a Kew eaployee: who he 
married in 1989 and who was to provide him with the happiest years of his life as he now 
had a constant companion to share his infectious enthusiasm for the countryside. In August 
1990 it was diagnosed that he was suffering from Motor Neurone Disease; that such an 
active person with so much zest for life and one with so much to contribute as Rupert 
should suffer from such a physically devastating and ultimately debilitating illness was the 
cruellest blow. Despite his illness he never lost his sense of humour or his enthusiasm for 
birdwatching and with Laura’s help he continued to go on field trips in the U.K. and 
abroad; even though he never felt well during his illness this merely seemed to redouble 
his determination to carry on with life including work, but especially birdwatching, almost 
until the end. 

During this difficult period it was Laura’s utterly selfless devotion to Rupert, whilst at 
the same time looking after their young daughter Veronica, that was able to provide him 
with a quality of life that would otherwise have been unattainable. Regular birdwatching 
trips and twitches with Franko Maroevic not only kept his spirits up, but also provided him 
with up to date news and gossip from the birding world. Even when he could no longer use 
binoculars his acute powers of both sight and hearing meant that he was able to pick out 
birds long before others were aware of them. In fact he was able to use his telescope almost 
until his death due to a specially adapted frame (see photo opposite page 65) which was 
designed by his friend Charles Hawkes, who in the early days had also continually adapted 
his binoculars as well. He remained a meticulous notetaker right up until shortly before his 
death, even though he was unable to take notes in the field he memorised everything he 

- had seen, including descriptive details, until he returned home and was able to enter them, 
laboriously and letter by letter using his head, into his computer. The list of records during 
his final year of birdwatching was as ever meticulous and thorough; the number of records 
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and the details of his sightings would shame the efforts of most modern birdwatchers. 

Rupert died on 5th November 1993 at the tragically early age of 38; throughout his 
illness his bravery, strong will and support for others shone through, particularly the way 
he coped with his own adversity. His Christianity and kindness will be greatly missed by 
his many, many friends and acquaintances. The birdwatching world has lost one of its 
finest exponents and natural history has lost one of its most meticulous observers and 
appreciators and the London Natural History Society has lost one of its most valued 
contributors. To Laura and his daughter Veronica, as well as other members of his family 
we extend our deepest condolences. 


Andrew Moon, with contributions from Pete Ellis, Doug Kent, Franko Maroevic and Alan 
Stubbs. 


The following account relates Rupert’s discovery of a Red-throated Pipit at Barn Elms Res 
in September 1992 and provides a very suitable epitaph for him encapsulating, quite, his 
sense of humour as well as his exceptional observational powers, admirably unhampered 
by his disability. 


Species: Red-throated Pipit - Anthus cervinus 

Number: One 

Locality: Barn Elms Reservoir 

Date: September 28th 1992, seen between 13.40 and 14.45 hrs (BST) 
Observers: B.P. Aris, R.B. Hastings, Mrs W. Roberts and I.M. Swanson. 


Who first found it?: R.B. Hastings 
Who first identified it?: R.B. Hastings 


Weather: Mostly sunny with light SW wind; had been misty in the 
' morning. The wind had previously been SE on 26th and 27th. 
Optical Aids: Opticron HR 25x60 scope, on tripod. 


Birds for comparison: _No birds were seen close to the Red-throated Pipit though there 
were Meadow Pipits in the vicinity. 

Previous experience: By a remarkable coincidence this was the second time I had 
found a Red-throated Pipit at Barn Elms Res, the previous one 
having been on May 13th 1988. I have seen at least ten others 
in Britain, including three (one found) on St Mary’s and three 
on St Agnes, Scilly and singles at Theale, (Berks), Frampton, 
(Gloucs), Blakeney Point and Fair Isle. Also many on two visits 

’ to Israel and one visit to Kenya. 
Distance: Seen on ground at ranges from about 15 to 50 yards. 
Period of observation: | Good views totalled roughly 20 minutes. 


Circumstances: 

At 13.40 hrs B P Aris was driving me towards the centre of Barn Elms Res when we 
noticed a Meadow Pipit-like bird standing tamely just ahead of us. Ben halted the car and 
we looked through the windscreen at the pipit with mild curiousity (I did not have binoculars 
because of disability in both arms). The bird then flew and uttered a distinctive call which 
made me exclaim “Red-throated Pipit” immediately. IMS and WR were standing nearby 
but they completely ignored the bird as it flew. None of the three (BPA, WR, IMS) had 
registered the call as anything unusual, nor did they show much initial enthusiasm following 
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my identification! In fact, BPA and WR embarked on a lengthy conversation. I now began 
to feel more cautious after my excited outburst and wondered if a loud Tree Pipit could be 
completely ruled out, especially as it was more likely. 

Anxious to get views on the deck, I managed to lead IMS over towards the bird, however 
I found the image too fuzzy in his scope. I then spoke to WR, at which point BPA and IMS 
went off and flushed it twice without seeing it on the ground. Finally it dropped into a thick 
patch of mallow and I suggested we hold back. Having heard several more calls, I was now 
becoming much more confident again that it was a Red-throated. At this crucial point, 
when we all stood to get plumage details for the first time, IMS had to return to work and 
WR said she was leaving us to it and also departed. 

BPA and I eventually saw it very well on the ground and he kindly allowed me long 
initial views in his scope (he firmly admitted that he knew nothing about separating such 
pipits as Meadow, Tree and Red-throated). I was therefore able to obtain crucial plumage 
characters and clinch the identification as Red-throated. At 14.45 hrs, though we were 
standing well back, it became animated by, some Meadow Pipits overhead and flew off 
towards the riverside. I dictated a description that BPA wrote down, then we both had to 
leave. Soon after, I phoned the birdlines and various local observers but, somewhat to my 
surprise, the bird was not relocated. 


Description: 

Size and shape similar to Meadow Pipit, some of which were in the vicinity though not 
close by. Bill appeared thicker at the base than in Meadow Pipit, though quite well pointed. 
Markedly long tertials hid primaries and usually cloaked the rump. Long curved hindclaw. 

Brown on upperparts quite clean and lacking olive tone of many Meadow Pipits. 
Forehead and crown with neat pattern of parallel streaks like Meadow Pipit but streaks 
somewhat thicker, very black and distinctly more striking. Hindneck weakly streaked and 
contrasting noticeably with the crown and mantle. Mantle and back with enormously eye- 
catching long, jet black lines, and with a distinct pair of buffy-white ‘braces’. Lower rump, 
seen once, had pronounced black feather centres, but was obscured by the wings the rest of 
the time. Upper-tail coverts with broad black centres. Tail not studied closely but dark with 
white outers. 

Wings dark with pale brown edges to the coverts and two obvious near-white wing bars 
of about equal prominence. On the median coverts the white extended part way up the 
sides so that each feather had a white crescent at the tip. Tertials dark with broad pale 
edges at least as striking as the wing bars. These edges looked buffy in side view but 
seemed whiter viewed from behind. 

Good buffy-cream supercilium from bill to well behind eye, fading out at rear end and 
not curving down at all. In certain light angles the supercilium disappeared in front of the 
eye but looked very prominent behind it. Lores and ear-coverts unmarked plain brown, the 
latter running right back to merge into the similar brown of the neck. Obvious cream eye- 
ring. A short thin dark line bordering the ear-coverts back from the eye became emphasised 
when in shadow. No dark border anywhere else on ear-coverts apart from short dark 
moustachial, slightly crescentic, largely beneath eye and not reaching bill. Wide cream 
sub-moustachial stripe. Black malar, very thin at top end where not reaching bill, but 
widening enormously lower down into a roughly triangular, very wide-based black patch. 
Chin and throat creamy. Breast lightly yellow, with thick black spots joined into long, 
unbroken, somewhat wavy lines, creating an eyeful of bold black stripes when seen head- 
_ on. Two rather wavy stripes continued right down the flanks to near the tail, the upper 
quite wide like those on the breast, the lower clearly narrower. Rest of flanks and belly 
white. 
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Upper mandible and tip of lower mandible dark. Rest of lower mandible and bottom 
edge of upper pink-orange. Legs and feet bright clean pink. 

It called every time it flew, a loud hissing and piercing “(p)ssssee”, a good half-second 
long and beginning quite explosively. Hissing quality like Tree Pipit but otherwise louder 
and longer with a much more distinct and penetrating note. I always find the call of Red- 
throated Pipit very ear-catching and unmissable. 

The bird was quite approachable. At various times it was on short grass and brickwork, 
once on a fence post, ‘ploughing’ through longer grass or ‘tunnelling’ through close-packed 
mallows when it seemed very skulking. It rose steeply on take-off and continued for some 
100 to 300 yards at a height of 20 to 30 feet before dropping down to a new position. It did 
not associate with any of the Meadow Pipits in the area. 

The call immediately ruled out Meadow Pipit. Tree Pipit was eliminated by such points 
as the very black streaking overall, the heavy flank stripes, the plainer rear part of the face, 
the pair of pale lines on the mantle and the obvious dark feather centres on what was seen 
of the rump. 
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Book Review 


The Breeding Birds of Hertfordshire. Edited by Ken Smith, Chris Dee, Jack Fearnside, 
Ted Fletcher and Robin Smith. Hertfordshire Bird Club, Avon 1993. 316 pages; many line 
drawings and distribution maps. ISBN 0-9521685-0-2. £22.00. 


This is the first of the county breeding atlases to appear following the 1988-91 fieldwork 
instigated by the BTO breeding bird atlas project for Britain and Ireland. There is no doubt 
that it had a great deal to live up to following on from the much-praised original Hertfordshire 
Breeding Bird Atlas only ten years ago. 

The initial impression of this book is of a quality publication - it has an excellent 
colour painting on the dust wrapper, the print and binding quality is first class and that 
includes the maps which are superb. 

Apart from an overview of the fieldwork techniques used to provide the atlas data, the 
first section covers the geography, geology and land-use (including agriculture) of the county, 
as well as a paragraph on the weather during the atlas period (1988-92). This section 
includes some fascinating maps on the changes in the abundance of livestock (pigs, sheep 
and dairy cattle) and type of crops (wheat, barley, oilseed rape etc.) in the county between 
1969 and 1988, although there is no attempt at this stage to draw conclusions on their 
effects on changes in bird populations which are highlighted under the species texts. 

The main body of the book is made up of the species’ accounts with each species 
covering two pages which includes a page of text, a black-and-white vignette and two 
maps - one covering the period from 1967-73 and the other from 1988-92. The layout of 
each map allows an instant analysis.of any variations that may exist between the two study 
periods, in addition tables accompany each map totalling the number of tetrads that recorded 
that particular species in each period. With only a glance it is easy to tell whether there has 
been an increase or a decline, or indeed if there has been little change. The maps are made 
up of red dots which denote (in three size gradations) possible, probable or proved breeding 

Each species text consists of a brief synopsis of its distribution, occasionally a brief 
description, some details of breeding biology followed by one or two paragraphs on any 
change of status between the two periods and, where relevant, comments on any change of 
status at a national level. Those species that have changed status most dramatically are 
covered in a separate chapters, and at greater length, at the end of the book. 

Many species are known to have declined drastically in the last 20 years such as Tree 
Sparrow, Redstart, Tree Pipit, Sand Martin and Barn Ow] (all falling by 60% or more) but 
there have also been some spectacular increases such as Canada Goose and Sparrowhawk 
(both 15 times more abundant) and other species that have more than doubled their 
distribution including Tufted Duck, Hobby, Collared Dove and Great Spotted Woodpecker. 

This is a first-rate book which provides a fascinating insight into the changing status of 
the county’s birds over the last 20 years; it is easy to browse through, but more importantly 
provides a readable in depth analysis of Hertfordshire’s breeding birds. The authors are to 
be congratulated on a masterly and carefully researched tome. Although not cheap the 
quality of this publication more than makes up for that and it will undoubtedly provide a 
benchmark for all other county atlases to follow. A very worthy addition to anyone’s library. 


Andrew Moon 
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GUIDE FOR CONTRIBUTORS OF 
ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS 


All records of ornithological interest, from LNHS members and non-members alike, are 
welcomed by the Society’s Ornithological Records Committee. However, with an ever- 
growing number of active birdwatchers in the London Area (thankfully) it seems sensible 
to issue a guide to our requirements. 

The guide is not intended to be comprehensive and contributors are asked to use their 
own guidance and commonsense but it does serve as a reference point for the type of 
records required. For example, with many common breeding species comparative yearly 
breeding counts are especially welcomed. The Records Committee reserves the right to 
request full details for any record, eg out of season migrants. A full explanation of how to 
contribute records is contained in each annual London Bird Report. 

_ This guide does not apply to Inner London where all records are required, but similar 
criteria regarding descriptions should be followed. 


KEY: 

A = all records. 

D = full description required (form available from recorders). 

N = brief notes required (how identified, view, distance etc.) 

MM = dated monthly maxima for frequently visited sites and all 
records from elsewhere subject to >n. 

>n = minimum count required, subject to other categories. 

B = all breeding records subject to >n. 

T = all territory counts as well as definite breeding records. 

S = all records between mid-May and mid-July 

F&L = first and last dates. 

P = passage flocks and movements. 

W = all wintering records. 

Red-throated Diver (A, N) Egyptian Goose (A) 

Other divers (A, D) Shelduck (MM, S) 

Little Grebe (MM, >S, B) [Ruddy Shelduck (A)] 

Great Crested Grebe (MM, >5, B) Mandarin (A) 

Red-necked Grebe (A) [Wood Duck (A)] 

Slavonian Grebe (A, N) Wigeon (A) 

Black-necked Grebe (A) Gadwall (MM, S) 

All petrels (A, D) Teal (MM, S) 

All shearwaters and Fulmar (A, D) Mallard (MM, >200, B) 

Gannet (A, N) Pintail (A) 

Cormorant (MM, S) Garganey (A) 

Shag (A, N) Shoveler (MM, S) 

_ Bittern (A, N) Red-crested Pochard (A) 
Grey Heron (MM, >15, B) Pochard (MM, >10, S) 
Little Egret/Purple Heron (A, D) Ferruginous Duck (A, D) 
White Stork/Spoonbill (A, D) Ring-necked Duck (A, D) 
Mute Swan (MM, >30, B) Tufted Duck (MM, >20, B) 
Bewick’s/Whooper Swans (A, N) Scaup (A, N) 
Bean/Pink-footed Goose (A, D) Eider/Long-tailed Duck (A, N) 
White-fronted Goose (A, N) Common Scoter (A, N) 
Greylag Goose (MM, B) Velvet Scoter (A, D) 
Brent/Barnacle Goose (A, N) Goldeneye (A) 


Canada Goose (MM, >200, B) Smew (A) 
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Red-breasted Merganser (A, N) 
Goosander (A) 
Ruddy Duck (A) 
Red Kite (A, D) 
All harriers (A, D) 
Goshawk (A, D) 
Sparrowhawk (A) 
All buzzards (A, D) 
Osprey (A, N) 
Kestrel (>5, B) 
Merlin (A, D) 
Hobby (A) 
Peregrine (A, N) 

All partridges (>5, S) 

Quail (A, D) 

Pheasant (>20, B) 

Water Rail (A) 

Spotted Crake/Corncrake (A, D) 
Moorhen (MM, >20, B>5) 

Coot (MM, >20, B>S5) 

Crane (A, D) 

Oystercatcher (A) 

Avocet (A, N) 
Stone-curlew (A, D) 

Little Ringed Plover (A) 
Ringed Plover (A) 

Kentish Plover (A, D) 
Dotterel (A, D) 

Golden Plover (A) 

Grey Plover (A) 

Lapwing (P, >10, B) 

Knot (A) 

Sanderling (A) 

Little Stint (A) 
Temminck’s Stint (A, D) 
Curlew Sandpiper (A) 
Pectoral/Purple Sandpipers (A, D) 
Dunlin (MM, >5, S) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (A, D) 
Ruff (A) 

Woodcock/Jack Snipe (A) 
Snipe (MM, >3, S) 

All godwits (A) 
Whimbrel/Curlew (A) 
Spotted Redshank (A) 
Redshank (MM, >5, S) 
Greenshank (A) 
Green/Wood Sandpiper (A) 
Common Sandpiper (A) 
Turnstone (A) 

All phalaropes (A, D) 

All skuas (A, D) 
Mediterranean Gull (A, N) 
Little Gull (A) 

Sabine’s Gull (A, D) 


Black-headed Gull (MM, >50) 
Ring-billed Gull (A, D) 
Common Gull (MM, >10) 
LBB/Herring Gull (MM, >10, B) 
Iceland/Glaucous Gull (A, D) 


Great-black Backed Gull (MM, >10) 


Kittiwake (A, N) 

Sandwich Tern (A) 

Roseate Tern (A, D) 
Common Tern (MM, >5, B, F&L) 
Arctic Tern (A, N) 

Little Tern (A, N) 

Black Tern (A) 

All auks (A, D) 

Feral Rock Dove (>100) 
Stock Dove (+10, B) 
Woodpigeon (>100, B, P) 
Collared Dove (>20, B) 
Turtle Dove (A) 
Ring-necked Parakeet (A) 
Cuckoo (S, P, F&L) 

All owls (A) 

Nightjar (A, N) 

Swift (>50, B, P, F&L) 
Kingfisher (MM, S) 
Bee-eater (A, D) 
Hoopoe/Wryneck (A, D) 
All woodpeckers (MM, T) 
Short-toed Lark (A, D) 
Woodlark/Shore Lark (A,D) 
Skylark (>25, B, P) 

Sand Martin (>20, B, F&L, P) 


Swallow/House Martin (>50, B, F&L, P) 


Tawny/Richard’s Pipits (A, D) 
Tree Pipit (A) 

Meadow Pipit (>25, B, P) 
Rock Pipit (A) 

Water Pipit (A, N) 

Yellow Wagtail (A) 

Grey Wagtail (MM, S) 

Pied Wagtail (>5, B) 
Waxwing (A, N) 

Dipper (A, D) 

Wren (>10, T) 

Dunnock (>10, T) 

Robin (>10, P, T) 
Nightingale (A) 

Bluethroat (A, D) 

Black Redstart/Redstart (A) 
Whinchat/Stonechat (A) 
Wheatear (A) 

Ring Ouzel (A) 

Blackbird (>20, P, T) 
Fieldfare/Redwing (>20, F&L, P) 
Song Thrush (>20, P, T) 
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Mistle Thrush (>10, T) 

Cetti’s Warbler (A, D) 

Grasshopper Warbler (A) 

Savi’s/Aquatic Warbler (A, D) 

Sedge/Reed Warbler (>5, F&L, T) 

Marsh Warbler (A, D) 

Hippolais warblers (A, D) 

Dartford/Barred Warbler (A, D) 

Lesser Whitethroat/Whitethroat 
(>5, F&L, T) 

Garden Warbler (>5, F&L, T) 

Blackcap (>10, F&L, T, W) 

Pallas’s/Yellow-browed Warbler (A, D) 

Wood Warbler (A) 

Chiffchaff (>10, F&L, T, W) 

Willow Warbler (>10, F&L, T) 

Goldcrest (>5, T) 

Firecrest (A) 

Spotted Flycatcher (>10, F&L, T) 

Red-breasted Flycatcher (A, D) 

Pied Flycatcher (A) 

Bearded Tit (A, N) 

Long-tailed Tit (>20, T) 

Marsh/Willow Tit (A) 

Coal Tit (>20, T) 

Blue/Great Tit (>20, T) 

Nuthatch (>10, T) 

Treecreeper (>3, T) 

Golden Oriole (A, D) 


All shrikes (A, D) 

Jay (>15, B>5, P) 
Magpie (>15, B>5) 
Jackdaw/Rook (>20, B) 
Carrion Crow (>50, B>5) 
Raven (A, D) 

Starling (>500, B>10) 
House Sparrow (>200, B>10) 
Tree Sparrow (A) 
Chaffinch (>50, B>5, P) 
Brambling (A) 

Serin (A, D) 

Greenfinch (>50, B>S5, P) 
Goldfinch (>30, B, P) 
Siskin (>5, S) 

Linnet (>50, B, P) 

Twite (A, D) 

Redpoll (>5, S) 

Crossbill (A, N) 

Scarlet Rosefinch (A, D) 
Bullfinch (>10, B) 
Hawfinch (A) 

Lapland Bunting (A, D) 
Snow Bunting (A, N) 
Yellowhammer (>10, T) 
Ortolan/Cirl Bunting (A, D) 
Reed Bunting (>10, T, P) 
Little Bunting (A, D) 
Corn Bunting (>5, T) 


In addition to the above, full descriptions are required for all species assessed by the British 
Birds Rarities Committee. Description forms are available from the Editor on request. All 
records of escapes are also welcomed by the Society. All records of hybrids and birds 
showing plumage aberrance are also required. In difficult cases, e.g. Aythya hybrids, 
supporting notes may be required. 


Sub-species 

All records of sub-species/races are required. In some cases notes are required, e.g. 
_ White Wagtail in autumn and races of Yellow Wagtail other than Mf flavissima. In many 
other instances notes may not be required but in difficult cases please provide your reasons 
for assigning the record to a particular sub-species/race. Such cases could be: 


Yellow-legged Herring Gull 
Greenland Wheatear 
Races of Chiffchaff 


Hooded Crow 
Mealy Redpoll 
Northern Bullfinch 


Northern Willow Warbler 


Rock Pipit: when given suitable viewing conditions please record which race of Rock Pipit 
you encountered and submit the reasons for your belief. All records of ‘Scandinavian’ 
Rock Pipit in autumn and winter require full descriptions. 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank all contributors for their records - without 
your enthusiastic support we could not produce the annual London Bird Report. 


Mark Hardwick, on behalf of the Records Committee, September 1994. 
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Notes for Contributors 


The Editor welcomes papers, short notes, photographs and drawings relating to the 
ornithology of the London Area and will be pleased to advise authors on the acceptability 
of material at draft stage if desired. Papers should be submitted not later than the end of 
April if they are to be considered for publication in the same year, but details should be 
given in advance. 


Manuscripts Texts should be typed, on A4 paper using only one side of each sheet, or, 
preferably, submitted on an IBM PC/AT compatible computer diskette either in plain 
ASCII text files or Word Perfect/Microsoft Works/Lotus Symphony word processor files. 
Underlining should be used only for words to be set in italics. 


Style English names of birds and other animals require initial capitals except after a 
hyphen, but group names and flowers do not. Scientific names should be underlined for 
italics, but only the first (generic) name should have an initial capital. Their use in the 
text is optional if listed in The British Birds List of Birds of the Western Palearctic. 
Dates should take the form Apr 28th 1992; numbers under 11 should be spelt out in text; 
fractions should be decimalised and, whenever possible, metric equivalents should be 
given in brackets after English measurements. Full points should be omitted from well- 
known initials, such as BTO, LNHS and RSPB, and also from ‘eg’, ‘ie’ and ‘et al’. 
Quotation marks, if used, should be single not double. Any references to publications 
should be given in full, with the name spelt out and underlined for italics. References 
should adopt the following style: 


HARRISON, J., & GRANT, P.J., 1976. The Thames Transformed. London. 


MOON, A.V., 1988. The influx of Sabine’s Gulls and other Seabirds in October 1987. 
Lond. Bird Rep. 52: 121-132. 


Illustrations Figures and graphs in papers are welcomed. Artwork should not be 
prepared until size of reproduction is known and the Editor has been consulted. 


Photographs Prints must allow sufficient background for masking and block-making. 
If sent by post they must be packed in a board-backed envelope or otherwise protected to 
prevent damage. 


Proofs Authors of papers and short notes will be sent proofs, if requested, but only 
printers’ mistakes may be changed at this stage. 


Reprints Up to 25 free reprints of papers (but not short notes or reviews) are provided 
if ordered by authors in advance. Larger quantities are charged at cost. 


All material for publication should be submitted to the Editor, Mark A. Hardwick, The 
Garden Flat, 13 Southcote Road, Tufnell Park, London N19 5BJ (telephone 071-700- 
2745). 


London Bird Report for 1993 


NUMBER 58 


Contents 


PAGE 3 _ Introduction 
5 Recording Arrangements 
6 Map of the Area and Gazetteer of Sites 
12 Review of the Year - A.V. Moon 
20 Contributors to the Systematic List 
23 __ Birds of the London Area 1993, edited by M.A. Hardwick 
Divers to ducks - M.A. Hardwick 
Raptors to rails - C. Lamsdell 
Waders - P. Naylor 
Skuas to auks - A.V. Moon 
Doves to hirundines - M.K. Dennis 
Pipits to thrushes - A.J. Morris 
Warblers - N.R. Wheatley 
Goldcrest to crows - M.A. Hardwick 
Starling to buntings - A.V. Moon 
Appendix I: Escapes - M.A. Hardwick 
Appendix II: Hybrids - M.A. Hardwick 
First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 
141 Ringing Report for 1993 - PE. Jones 
145 Changes in Breeding Birds in Metropolitan Essex 
between 1968/72 & 1988/92 - M.K. Dennis 
155. Black-headed Gulls at Bankside - PJ. Oliver 
164 Birds of Bushy Park and Hampton Court Park - K.F Betton 
183. Checklist of Birds of the London Area - M.A. Hardwick 
191 R.B. Hastings (1955 to 1993) - A.V. Moon 
199 Book Review 
200 Guide for Contributors of Records - M.A. Hardwick 


Front Cover: Water Rail by Peter Gasson 


vw Published by Pric 
London Natural History Society £4.06 


November 1993 





= 
Z 
an 
Wn 










-ONDON 
IRD 
- EPORT 








A London Natural History Society Publication 


No.9 1994 





London Natural History Society 


L 


NH 


W 





The Society publishes ornithological and other natural history records for the area within 
20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. As well as Ornithology there are sections of the Society 
covering Botany, Ecology & Entomology, Geology and Rambling & Archaeology, and 
there is a local group covering South-West Middlesex. The sections’ meetings are open 
to all members without formality. 


New members, beginners and experts alike, are welcomed. An extensive programme of 
lectures and field meetings is provided throughout the year. As well as the annual London 
Bird Report, the Society publishes a journal, The London Naturalist, each year and a 
Newsletter and Ornithological Bulletin every second month. Members have access to a 
large lending and reference library of natural history books and can join one or more of 
several reading circles which circulate many natural history journals at a fraction of the 
cost of subscribing direct. 


Yearly subscriptions range from £10 (ordinary member) to £5 (for members under 18 
years of age, under 25 and receiving full-time education, or over 65 years who have been 
in continuous membership for ten years or more). Additional family members who enjoy 
all the benefits of membership except separate publications pay only £2 each. Cheques 
should be made payable to the London Natural History Society and sent to the 
Membership Secretary, P.C. Holland, Flat 9, Pinewood Court, 23 Clarence Avenue, 
Clapham, London, SW4 8LB, who will be pleased to send details of covenants and 
payments by banker’s order. 


Further copies of this issue of the London Bird Report may be obtained (price £5.00 
plus 50p postage and packing in the UK and Republic of Ireland) from the Publication 
Sales Secretary, Mrs V.M. Friedman, 3 Chatsworth Gardens, West Harrow, Middlesex, 
HA2 ORS (telephone 081-422-7942). Back numbers of most recent issues are also 
available from the same address. Cheques should be made payable to the London Natural 
History Society. 


LNHS Publicity Secretary: David Harding, 7 Camden Park Road, London NW1 9AU. 


ISSN 0141 4348 


London Bird Report for 1994 


edited by M.A. Hardwick 


NUMBER 59 | 

66 He 1! Of 
Contents é ed A K a 

; DRECENTEN 
PAGE 3 Introduction ieee ee 


6 Recording Arrangements USB cae ae 
7 Map of the Area and Gazetteer of Sites 
13. Review of the Year - A.V. Moon 
23 Contributors to the Systematic List 
27 Birds of the London Area 1994, edited by M.A. Hardwick 
Divers to ducks - M.A. Hardwick 
Raptors to rails - C. Lamsdell 
Waders - P Naylor 
Skuas to auks - A.V. Moon 
Doves to hirundines - M.K. Dennis 
Pipits to thrushes - A.J. Morris 
Warblers - N.R. Wheatley 
Goldcrest to crows - M.A. Hardwick 
Starling to buntings - 4.Vv Moon 
Appendix I: Escapes - M.A. Hardwick 
Appendix II: Hybrids - M.A. Hardwick 
First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 
167 Ringing Report for 1994 - PE. Jones 
171 Birds of Oak Hill Woods Nature Reserve - C. Herbert 
180 Spring Bird Censuses of Battersea Park - 1950-1991 - E.M. Nicholson 
184 Waterways Bird Survey of the River Wandle between 
1983 and 1994 - D.A. Coleman 
196 Wintering Water Pipits at Rainham Marsh - VK. Dennis 
200 The Breeding Bird Survey in London, 1994 - D.A. Coleman 
202 Checklist of Birds of the London Area - M.A. Hardwick 
210 Hermit Thrush at Chipping Ongar - New to the London Area - N. Pepper 
211 Guide for Contributors of Records - M.A.Hardwick 





Front Cover: Sanderling (G. Langsbury/Birdwatch Magazine) 


Line Drawings: p.50 Smew, p.55 Sparrowhawk, p.18 Hobby, p. 71 Pectoral Sandpiper, 
p.87 Black-headed Gulls and Common Gull, p.96 White-winged Black Tern, p.102 Long- 
eared Owl, p.103 Nightjar, p.111 Richard’s Pipit, p.21 Red-throated Pipit, p.119 Bluethroat 
and p.132 Subalpine Warbler (Jan Wilczur); p.30 Red-necked Grebe, p.14 Common Scoter, 
p.140 Pied Flycatcher, p.150 Tree Sparrow, p.157 Hawfinch, p.158 Yellowhammer and 
p.160 Reed Bunting (David Lambert); p.16 Turnstone and p.19 Sabine’s Gull (Nigel 
Wheatley). 


Published by 
London Natural History Society - November 1995 


D, LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 59 FOR 1994 


London Natural History Society 
Founded 1858 


Honorary Vice Presidents 
E.B. Bangerter FLS, Miss E.P. Brown, R.M. Burton MA FLS, R.E. Butler BSc, B.L.J 
Byerley, R.S.R. Fitter, R.W. Hale, VF. Hancock, Miss E.M. Hillman BSc, P.C. Holland 
K.H. Hyatt, Miss M.E. Kennedy, E.M. Nicholson CB CVO LLD, R.M. Payne FRES FLS. 
Mrs L.M.P. Small, R.A. Softly. 


Officers for 1995 
President 
Colin Bowlt BSc 
Vice Presidents 
Tony Barrett, Keith Betton, David Bevan, Ruth Day, David Montier, Colin Plant. 


Michael Wilsdon. 


Secretary 
Tony Barrett 


Treasurer 
Michael West 
Membership Secretary 


Peter Holland 


Librarian 
John Barrington 


World List Abbreviation: Lond. Bird Rep. 


© London Natural History Society, 1995 


Printed by 
Alcedo Publishing 
Great Ellingham, Norfolk 


INTRODUCTION 3 


London Bird Report for 1994 


Editor: M.A. HARDWICK, The Garden Flat, 13 Southcote Road, Tufnell Park, London 
N19 SBJ. 


Assisted by an editorial team of: M.K. DENNIS, C. LAMSDELL, A.V. MOON, A.J. 
MORRIS, P. NAYLOR and N.R. WHEATLEY. 


INTRODUCTION 

As flagged in the 1993 LBR, the last year has been something of watershed period for the 
recording of birds in the London Area as the Society has adopted the COBRA recording 
system and all 1994 bird records have been stored on this system. The adoption of modern 
technology has greatly assisted the recorders with their arduous task during 1994 and the 
preparation of this report has certainly been made easier. We have also discovered a few 
interesting facts: for example, how many of you would have guessed that the we processed 
well in excess of 30,000 bird records during the year?! Storing records on a computer 
database allows faster, more flexible processing and will make future retrieval of the 
records much more straighforward. 

There is one key change to the recording team this year. Ken Osborne has been involved 
with the LNHS Ornithological Records Committee (as LBR editor, Chairman and most 
latterly Inner London Recorder) since 1972 and coinciding with retirement from his job 
with English Heritage, he has decided to hang up his pen as Inner London Recorder. Ken 
will remain on the Records Committee and his excellent maps and line drawings will 
continue to grace the pages of the annual Report. We wish Ken all the very best in his 
retirement. Inner London records should now be sent directly to Mark Hardwick who is 
the new Inner London Recorder. Whilst on recording matters I must also record a special 
vote of thanks to Andrew Moon for stepping in as emergency Herts Recorder for 1994 
during Adam Wilson’s long absence in Nepal. Andrew handled this extra work most 
efficiently and without complaint during the year in addition to his other duties as the 
Bucks Recorder. Adam is now back in the fold and all Herts records should be sent 
directly to him. 

I would like to apologise for an unacceptably high level of errors and omissions of 
_ 1993 Middlesex records in LBR 58. This was due to some unfortunate confusion over the 
processing of records for that county during 1994 and I would like to thank all contributors 
who alerted us to this problem. A number of the omitted and incorrect Middlesex records 
for 1993 are published in this report. 

The ongoing process of updating and improving the presentation and content of the 
LBR continues and we are very keen to hear any suggestions from readers for future 
improvements. Also, whilst we are very grateful to the small band of artists and 
photographers who regularly provide us with material for the LBR, we are always keen to 
hear from new talent. 

The number of contributors of ornithological records remains at a healthy level and 
did in fact increase in 1994. This is most encouraging but we know that there are still 
London birdwatchers out there who do not contribute their records and we strongly urge 
them to do so. A guide for contributors of ornithological records which lists the type of 
records required by the Society is published at the end of this report. Many of the passerines 
’ in particular are very under-recorded. There have been several recent changes to the list 
of species for which we require detailed descriptions or brief identification notes and all 
contributors should check the guide before submitting records. It would be helpful if 
descriptions are submitted automatically with records when required. 
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The tradition of publishing local avifaunal studies is continued with another interesting 
paper: The Birds of Oak Hill Woods Nature Reserve by Clive Herbert. Also included this 
year is a paper by Derek Coleman on the survey of the River Wandle, a note on spring 
bird censuses in Battersea Park by Max Nicholson, a paper on the occurrence of Water 
Pipits at Rainham Marsh by the prolific Mike Dennis, Phillip Jones’ annual Ringing 
Report and an updated checklist of birds recorded in the London Area prepared by the 
Editor. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
On behalf of the Records Committee, it is my pleasure to thank all of the 550 or so 
observers who contributed records for this issue of the London Bird Report. 

Thanks are due to the artists, Jan Wilczur, Nigel Wheatley and David Lambert for 
providing illustrations of such a high standard. Photographs have been kindly provided 
by Gordon Langsbury/Birdwatch Magazine, Gary Elton, Peter Gasson, Nigel Pepper and 
John Simpson. 

Thanks are also due to the Recorders and to Andrew Moon and John Fitzpatrick for 
invaluable comments on the species drafts; to Andrew again for the laborious task of 
proof-reading and commenting upon the entire report, to Thames Water for the many 
courtesies extended to members; and to the following organisations for their generous 
help in the exchange of records: 


Birdline South East 

British Birds Rarities Committee 
Buckinghamshire Bird Club 

Essex Birdwatching Society 
Hertfordshire Natural History Society 
Kent Ornithological Society 

Surrey Bird Club 


MAH 
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A.V. Moon, Chairman 


M.A. Hardwick, B.A. Marsh, P. Naylor, K.C. Osborne, N.R. Wheatley and the 
following Recorders: 


Inner London M.A. Hardwick, The Garden Flat, 13 Southcote Road, London 


N19 SBJ. 
Essex M.K. Dennis, 173 Collier Row Lane, Romford, Essex, 
| RMS5 3ED. 
Herts A.D. Wilson, 14 Marina Gardens, Cheshunt, Herts, EN8 9QY. 
Middlesex C. Lamsdell, 4 Hardings Close, Iver Heath, Bucks, SLO OHL. 
Bucks A.V. Moon, Chalk Dell House, London Road, Rickmansworth, 
Herts, WD3 1JP. 
Kent A.J. Morris, 134 Station Road, Crayford, Kent, DAI 3QQ. 
Surrey , S.J. Spooner, 32 Berkeley Drive, West Molesey, Surrey, 


RH8 OPY. 
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Recording Arrangements 


The area covered by this Report, conventionally known as ‘the London Area’, is the area 
within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. The Area covers the whole of Greater London and 
parts of Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent, Surrey, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. However, 
for continuity of recording, Watsonian vice-counties are used in this Report instead of the 
present administrative areas (but note that vice-counties 18 and 19, South and North 
Essex, are lumped together as Essex). The vice-county boundaries are shown on the map 
of the Area which follows. There is also a special recording zone for Inner London. This 
is a rectangular area, five miles north to south, eight miles east to west, centred on the 
site of the old Charing Cross on the south side of Trafalgar Square, which covers parts of 
Middx, Surrey and, just, Kent. A detailed Map of the Area together with a Gazetteer 
of Sites appears on pages 7 to 12. 

The names used in this Report for certain sites are not shown on, or differ from 
those on, Ordnance Survey maps. Please consult the Gazetteer of Sites if in any doubt. It 
would be helpful if these names could be used by observers when submitting records. A 
National Ordnance Survey Grid reference should be given in any difficult or doubtful 
case. 

All records of interest are welcome, from LNHS members and non-members alike. 
These include information on the local status of common species, breeding records, notes 
on migration (including first and last dates and main movements), regular counts of 
wintering populations and notes on behaviour and on the occurrence of unusual birds. 
Many of the passerines, in particular, are under-recorded. Regular reports from the same 
localities are invaluable in assessing population trends; such reports, along with comments 
on changes in status, are always very welcome. A guide for contributors of records is 
published in this report on pages 211 to 213. Records should be sent to the appropriate 
’ recorder listed on page 5 or, if in doubt, to the LBR Editor. 

It will greatly assist the speedy entering of records if the Society’s recording sheets 
are used. These are available from any of the Recorders or the Editor on request. Species 
should be listed in Voous sequence as used in this Report. Separate sheets should be used 
for each recording area. Completed recording sheets for the period January to July should 
be submitted in August and for the period August to December in early January of the 
following year. Observers are reminded that it will not be possible to include records 
submitted after the end of February in the London Bird Report for the previous 
year. 

Records of nationally rare species should be submitted via the local Recorder 
to the British Birds Rarities Committee as soon as possible after the sighting. 
Breeding records of rare species should be sent via the local Recorder to the Rare 
Breeding Birds Panel. Where requested, records will of course be treated in strict 
confidence. 

Records of other rare and unusual species in the London Area are examined by the 
LNHS Records Committee before inclusion in the London Bird Report. Therefore, please 
complete and submit a LNHS Unusual Species Description Form (available from the 
Recorders or the Editor) or a brief description/copy of your field notes for these species. 
Please submit these as soon as possible after the sighting. Species for which a full 
description or brief description/field notes are required are evident from the ‘guide 
to contributors’ at the back of this report. 
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Map of the London Area 


Gazetteer of Sites 


The following gazetteer is not intended to include every single site mentioned in the LBR 
and omits obvious place names of towns and villages. It does however, seek to identify 
the whereabouts of productive ornithological sites, well known or otherwise. It is intended 
to keep this up to date in each future issue of the LBR. Each site name is followed by a six 
figure Ordnance Survey Grid Reference enabling sites to pinpointed on the map above. 
The Grid Reference number either refers to the centre of the site or a point of particular 
ornithological interest. Readers should note that the inclusion of a site in this gazetteer 
does not imply public access; indeed some are strictly private or access is by permit only. 

There has been considerable confusion caused in the past by contributors of records 
using inconsistent and unfamiliar place names and we would urge all contributors to use 
-the names listed in this gazetteer whenever appropriate. In doubtful cases, please submit 
the record along with an Ordnance Survey Grid Reference number. 


Aberdare Gardens 
Acton Green 
Addington Hills 
Addlestone 

Albert Embankment 
Aldenham Res 
Alderbourne WCB 
Alexandra Park 
Amwell GP 

Apps Court Farm GP 
Arbrook Common 
Archbishop’s Park 
Ashford 

Ashtead Common 
Aveley Landfill 
Balls Wood 

Banbury Res 
Bangors Park Farm,Iver 
Bankside PS 
Banstead Down 
Banstead Heath 
Banstead Wood 
Barking Bay/Marsh 
Barn Elms Res 
Barnes 

Barnes Common 
Barn Hill 

Barwell Court Farm 
Barrack Wood 
Batchworth Lake 
Batler’s Green 
Battersea PS 
Battersea Park 
Bayford 

Bayhurst Wood 
Beckenham Place Park 
Beddington Corner 
Beddington Park 
Beddington SF 
Bedfont Lakes/GP 
Bedford Park 

Beech Farm GP 
Belair Park 

Bell Wharf,Harefield 
Bell Lance Fields 
Belvedere PS 
Bencroft Wood 
Bentley Priory 
Berrybushes Wood 
Berrylands 

Berwick Ponds 
Bessels Green 
Betchworth 
Beverley Brook,Richmond 
Bexley Hospital 
Bexley Wood 

Biggin Hill 

Bishops Wood 

Black Park 
Blackfriars Bridge 
Blackheath 
Blackwall Basin 
Bletchingley 

Blue Lake, Northfleet 
Bookham Common 
Borehamwood 
Bowman’s Heath 
Bowmansgreen Farm 


TQ260842 
TQ204790 
TQ353643 
TQ056643 
TQ303783 
TQ169955 
TQ029850 
TQ302900 
TL380125 
TQ165625 
TQ145630 
TQ241761 
TQ070715 
TQ175595 
TQ558812 
TL344106 
TQ362915 
TQ035824 
TQ320806 
TQ252610 
TQ235545 
TQ260560 
TQ451816 
TQ228770 
TQ222761 
TQ222758 
TQ194874 
TQ170630 
TQ597915 
TQ058940 
TL158985 
TQ270770 
TQ282772 
TL310084 
TQ065892 
TQ385705 
TQ281668 
TQ292654 
TQ290662 
TQ078726 
TQ210791 
TL190086 
TQ328733 
TQ052866 
TL198040 
TQ499808 
TL330064 
TQ155927 
TL069007 
TQ192674 
TQ543835 
TQ505555 
TQ218505 
TQ213726 
TQ513727 
TQ483737 
TQ457572 
TQ066920 
TQ010836 
TQ317807 
TQ390766 
TQ381802 
TQ326506 
TQ622737 
TQ130565 
TQ195975 
TQ518738 
TL189041 
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Box Wood 

Boxer’s Lake, Enfield 
Brent Park 

Brent Res 

Brentford Ait 
Brickendonbury 

Bricket Wood/Common 
Brimsdown 

Brixton Hill 

Broad Colney Fields 
Broad Colney Lakes 
Broadgate EC2 
Broadwater GP 
Brockwell Park 
Bromley Common 
Brompton Cemetery 
Brooklands 

Brookmans Park 
Broomfield Park 
Broxbourne GP 
Broxbourne Woods 
Bruce Castle Park 
Brunswick Park 
Buckhurst Hill GP 
Buckland SP 

Buckland- Rectory Lane 
Bugsby’s Reach 

Bully Point NR,Stratford 
Bulphan Fen 

Burgess Park 

Burhill Allotments 
Burnt Oak 

Burwood Park 

Bury Lake 

Bushy Park 

Camberwell Old Cemetery 
Camley Street Natural Park 
Cannon Hill Common 
Cannons Park 
Carshalton Beeches 
Cassiobury Park 
Cassiobury Park WCB 
Chalfont Lodge 
Chalfont Park 
Chandlers Hill, Iver Hth 
Charlton GP 

Chelsea Bridge 
Chelsfield 

Chertsey 

Chertsey Meads 
Cheshunt GP 

Cheshunt GP (70 Acres GP) 


Cheshunt GP (Bowyer’s GP) 


Cheshunt GP (Friday Lake) 
Cheshunt GP (Police Pit) 


Cheshunt GP(North Met GP) 


Cheshunt Marsh 
Cheshunt Park Farm 
Chevening 

Chigwell Res 
Chipstead Lake 
Chiswell Green 
Chiswick Eyot 
Chorleywood Common 
City Road Basin, Islington 
Clackett Lane Services 
Clapton Common 

Clay Tye Wood 


TL353096 
TQ305962 
TQ240889 
TQ215870 
TQ187778 
TL330104 
TL130010 
TQ368970 
TQ306734 
TL180030 
TL178034 
TQ334817 
TQ045892 
TQ316740 
TQ415655 
TQ258777 
TQ068620 
TL253038 
TQ304927 
TL379078 
TL340080 
TQ336908 
TQ331769 
TQ425934 
TQ227510 
TQ219513 
TQ398798 
TQ374839 
TQ633864 
TQ335778 
TQ115635 
TQ205912 
TQ100644 
TQ053938 
TQ160690 
TQ348742 
TQ298836 
TQ238683 
TQ182915 
TQ272638 
TQ090970 
TQ090968 
TQ894899 
TQ013896 
TQ035834 
TQ087692 
TQ286778 
TQ482642 
TQ043664 
TQ060662 
TL370030 
TL874030 
TL368018 
TL371020 
TL371025 
TL369033 
TL367018 
TL355046 
TQ488577 
TQ460937 
TQ505565 
TQ125047 
TQ219779 
TQ033963 
TQ322830 
TQ425544 
TQ342878 
TQ595587 


Claybury 

Claygate Common 
Claygate Green 
Clissold Park 
Cobbins Brook 
Coldfall Wood 

Cole Green 
Colindale 

Colnbrook 

Colne Brook,Iver 
Colney Heath 
Connaught Water 
Coopers Green Lane 
Coopersale 

Copped Hall 
Coppetts Wood 
Copse Wood 

Corbets Tey 
Cornmill Meads 
Coulsdon 

Coursers Lane Fields 
Court Lane - Dulwich 
Cowley Lake 
Cowley Peachy 
Crane Park 

Cranley Gardens 
Crayford Marsh 
Crayford Ness . 
Creekmouth, Barking 
Crews Hill 

Croham Hurst 
Crossness 

Crossness East 
Crouch End . 
Crouch End Rec. Ground 
Croxley Green 
Croxley Hall GPs 
Croxley Moor 
Crystal Palace Park 
Cuddington Golf Club 
Cuffley 

Curtismill Green 
Dagenham Chase 
Dagenham Corridor 
Dagnam Park 
Danson Park 
Darenth Lake 
Darenth Valley Walk 
Darenth Wood 
Darlands Lake 
Dartford Heath 
Dartford Marsh 
Dartford Marsh Pig Farm 
Deephams SF 
Delaford Park 
Denham Aerodrome 
Denham CP 

Denham Court GP 
Denham GC 
Denham Marsh Farm 
Denham Mount 
Denham Place 
Denham Station 
Denham Studios GP 
Denham Village 
Dews Farm GP 
Ditton Field 

Dobbs Weir 


RECORDING ARRANGEMENTS 


TQ435913 
TQ161632 
TQ157637 
TQ332867 
TL409018 
TQ276903 
TL282114 
TQ210900 
TQ025775 
TQ042813 
TL205062 
TQ404933 
TL 193098 
TQ480025 
TL430010 
TQ277916 
TQ085897 
TQ577851 
TL380011 
TQ296593 
TL200040 
TQ336739 
TQ052814 
TQ054814 
TQ126730 
TQ289890 
TQ532775 
TQ532781 
TQ457814 
TQ312000 
TQ337632 
TQ478815 
TQ492809 
TQ298885 
TQ295881 
TQ070955 
TQ068943 
TQ065956 
TQ347707 
TQ239615 
TL303030 
TQ519965 
TQ514858 
TQ495875 
TQ550933 
TQ473748 
TQ559710 
TQ560704 
TQ580727 
TQ243943 
TQ516733 
TQ544774 
TQ539769 
TQ360937 
TQ043818 
TQ033887 
TQ048865 
TQ045886 
TQ027883 
TQ020884 
TQ028874 
TQ040873 
TQ042878 
TQ045886 
TQ040870 
TQ052880 
TQ157679 
TL384043 


Dog Kennel Covert 
Downe Barns Farm 
Dulwich College 
Dulwich Golf Course 
Dulwich Mill Pond 
Dulwich Park 
Dulwich Upper Wood 
Dulwich Village 
Dulwich Woods 
Durant’s Park,Ponders End 
ESSA PF, Raynes Park 
Eagle Pond 

Easneye Wood 

East India Dock Basin 
Edgwarebury Park 
Elmbridge Leisure Centre 
Enfield Golf Course 
Enfield Lock 

Enfield Town Park 
Epping Forest 

Epping Upland 
Epsom Common 
Epsom Downs 

Erith Marsh 

Erith Reach 

Esher Common 
Essendon 

Essex Filter Beds 
Ewell 

Eynsford 

Fairmile Common 
Fairlop Lake/Plain 
Farlowes Lake 
Farringdon 

Fernyhill Farm, Enfield 
Field Common GP 
Finsbury Circus 
Finsbury Park 

Fishers Green 

Fitzroy Square 

Foots Cray Meadows 
Foots Cray Woods 
Forster Park 

Forty Hall, Enfield 
Frays Meadow, Uxbridge 
Friern Barnet 
Frogmore GP.Radlett 
Furzefield Wood 
Gatton Park/Lake 
Gernon Bushes 
Gladwin’s Wood 
Godstone SP 

Golders Green 

Grays 

Grays Chalk Pits 
Great Amwell 

Great Halings Wood 


Great Soloms Wood,Banstead 


Great Warley 

Greenhill Wood,Shoreham 
Greenhithe 

Greenwich Park 
Grovelands Park 
Gunnersbury Triangle NR 
Gutteridge Wood 
Haberdashers’ Girls Sch’! 
Hadley Common 

Hainault Forest 


TQ103783 
TQ105841 
TQ329736 
TQ339728 
TQ333731 
TQ335735 
TQ339729 
TQ334739 
TQ340725 
TQ357968 
TQ223686 
TQ390884 
TL385137 
TQ391808 
TQ190934 
TQ107678 
TQ313962 
TQ368982 
TQ326963 
TQ420985 
TL430050 
TQ190605 
TQ211580 
TQ488805 
TQ500788 
TQ135625 
TL274087 
TQ363868 
TQ217624 
TQ540655 
TQ125617 
TQ458459 
TQ047810 
TQ316818 
TQ282981 
TQ128671 
TQ312816 
TQ317875 
TL376044 
TQ294823 
TQ480715 
TQ479721 
TQ387722 
TQ337987 
TQ057853 
TQ280925 
TL 150033 
TL103055 
TQ271525 
TL490085 
TQ019864 
TQ345518 
TQ245883 
TQ610773 
TQ609788 
TL368122 
TQ032895 
TQ272588 
TQ583907 
TQ538602 
TQ585753 
TQ390775 
TQ305944 
TQ201787 
TQ091843 
TL170965 


TQ265972 


TQ476932 
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Hall Marsh 

Hall Place Gardens 
Ham Lands . 
Hampermill Lake 
Hampstead Heath 
Hampton 

Hampton Court Park 
Hampton Hill 
Hampton Waterworks 
Hampton Wick 
Hanworth 

Harefield 

Harefield Place GP 
Harmondsworth GP 
Harold Wood SF 
Harrow School 
Harrow Weald 
Hartnips Wood 

Hatch End 

Hatfield Aerodrome 
Hatfield Park 
Havering CP 

Hawk’s Wood 
Hawkshead Wood 
Hawkwood 

Hays Wharf, SE1 
Headley Heath 
Headstone 

Heathfield Rec Ground 
Helicon GP 

Hersham GP 

Hendon Park 

Henley Wood, Chelsham 
Herne Hill Cycle Track 
Hersham S.F. 
Hertford Heath 
Hertingfordbury 
Hextable 

High Elms 

Highgate Wood 
Highway Farm, Harefield 
Hilfield Park Res 

Hill End 

Hinchley Wood 
Hither Green Cemetery 
Hither Green NR 
Hoblingwell Wood 
Hoddesdonpark Wood 
Hogsmill SF 
Hogwood 

Holland Park 

Hollow Pond 
Holmethorpe SP 
Holyfield Hall Farm 
Home Cottage Farm 
Honor Oak, One Tree Hill 
Honor Oak 

Hooks Marsh 
Hornchurch CP 
Horton CP 

Horton Fields 

Horton GP 

Horton Kirby 
Hounslow Heath 
Hunston Mead 
Hunton Bridge Hill 
Huntsmoor Park 
Hyde Park 


TL373017 
TQ505743 
TQ165725 
TQ095942 
TQ273866 
TQ133700 
TQ166676 
TQ150712 
TQ127686 
TQ175699 
TQ120718 
TQ050900 
TQ055865 
TQ050779 
TQ565915 
TQ157870 
TQ150910 
TQ547637 
TQ130914 
TL210090 
TL240080 
TQ505930 
TQ014862 
TQ220030 
TQ442695 
TQ330804 
TQ200535 
TQ139895 
TQ134743 
TQ039909 
TQ128663 
TQ233884 
TQ374587 
TQ326742 
TQ127657 
TL349107 
TL305122 
TQ522712 
TQ450630 
TQ283887 
TQ060881 
TQ158959 
TQ050918 
TQ157650 
TQ398729 
TQ390740 
TQ450690 
TL352084 
TQ197682 
TQ555631 
TQ248796 
TQ414873 
TQ295515 
TL384038 
TQ028825 
TQ354743 
TQ358742 
TL373023 
TQ535825 
TQ190627 
TQ015764 
TQ005753 
TQ565686 
TQ123745 
TQ422114 
TL076006 
TQ047815 
TQ270803 
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Hythe 

Ingrebourne Valley 

Island Barn Res 

Isleworth Ait 

Itchingwood Common 

Iver Heath 

Jersey Farm 

Joyce Green Hospital 
Joyce Green Hospital Farm 
Joyden’s Wood 

Jubilee Gardens 

Juniper Hill,Rickmansworth 
Juniper Wood 

Kelsey Park 

Kempton Park 

Kempton Park Res 

Kenley Aerodrome 
Kensington Gardens 
Kenton Recreation Ground 
Keston Ponds 

Kevington 

Kew Gardens 

King George V Res 

King George VI Res 
King’s Cross Development 
Kynaston Wood 

Ladywell Park 

Lafone St,SE1 

Laleham Park 

Langley Park 

Layham’s Farm 

Leaves Green 

Lee 

Limpsfield 

Limpsfield Chart 

Little Britain Lake 

Little Venice 

Littlebrook Lake 
Littlebrook PS 

Long Coppice 

Long Ditton 

Long Reach.SF 

Lonsdale Road Res 
Lordship Lane Rec Ground 
Loseberry Farm,Claygate 
Love Hill House Farm,Iver 
Lower Feltham 
Lullingstone Lake/Park 
Lynster’s Farm 

Mad Bess Wood 

Malden Rushett 

Mansfield Farm,Iver Heath 
Maple Lodge NR 

Martens Grove 

Mayow Park 

Merchant Taylors’ School 
Mertsham Sewage Works 
Middlesex Filter Beds 
Mill Green SF 

Millwall Docks 

Mitcham Common 

Moat Mount Open Space 
Molesey GP 

Molesey Heath 

Moor Mill 


-Moor Park GC 


Moorhall GP 
Moorhouse 


TQ020718 
TQ538843 
TQ140670 
TQ167757 
TQ416506 
TQ033835 
TL174097 
TQ547760 
TQ545765 
TQ500715 
TQ318803 
TQ060931 
TQ025895 
TQ376688 
TQ117700 
TQ122702 
TQ328587 
TQ270803 
TQ165890 
TQ426645 
TQ482675 
TQ182769 
TQ374964 
TQ041732 
TQ834302 
TQ482672 
TQ372740 
TQ338799 
TQ053680 
TQ013814 
TQ400627 
TQ415615 
TQ395750 
TQ402531 
TQ445523 
TQ049813 
TQ263818 
TQ553756 
TQ563764 
TQ031849 
TQ174664 
TQ553768 
TQ218775 
TQ326902 
TQ148636 
TQ013810 
TQ099838 
TQ523644 
TQ034920 
TQ076895 
TQ169615 
TQ039836 
TQ036924 
TQ505752 
TQ358718 
TQ088940 
TQ303523 
TQ359865 
TL245100 
TQ377795 
TQ290675 
TQ215944 
TQ129671 
TQ132672 
TL145030 
TQ075935 
TQ048889 
TQ433532 


Morden Hall Park 
Muswell Hill 

Nashes Farm 

Navestock Lake/Park 
Nazeing GP 

Netherhall GP 

New Beckenham 

New Cross Railway Cutting 
New Denham 

New Southgate 
Nightingale Wood 
Noke Farm 

Nonsuch Park 

Norbury Park 

North Cray 

Northaw Great Wood 
Northolt RAF Aerodrome 
Norwood Grove 

Nower Wood 

Nunhead Cemetery 
Nutfield Ridge 

Oak Hill Park | 

Oak Hill Wood 

Oakend Wood 

Oakmere Park 

Old Parkbury 

Old Slade GP/NR 

Old Wood,Richings Park 
Ongar Park Wood 
Orsett Fen 

Osterley Park 

Oxhey Wood 

Oxleas Wood 

Oxted, Hurst Green 
Oylers Farm 
Panshanger Park 

Park Downs, Banstead 
Park Farm, Chessington 
Park Farm, Enfield 
Park Street GP 

Park Wood 

Parkland Walk 

Parkside Farm/Res,Enfield 
Parndon Meads 

Paynes Lane GP 
Peckham Rye Park 

Pen Ponds, Richmond Park 
Penton Hook 

Perry Oaks SF 
Petersham Meadows 
Petts Wood 

Pickett’s Lock 

Pilvage Wood 

Pinner Park 

Polhill 

Pond Wood 

Ponders End Lake 
Poplar Docks 

Post Wood 

Potters Bar 

Potters Crouch Plantation 
Prae Wood 

Primrose Hill 





Prince George’s Playing Fields 


Princes Coverts 
Purfleet 

Purfleet Chalk Pits 
Putney Heath 


RECORDING ARRANGEMENTS 


TQ264687 
TQ282900 
TL 180096 
TQ538985 
TL385072 
TL394083 
TQ367710 
TQ363768 
TQ046849 
TQ292925 
TQ038888 
TL125037 
TQ232638 
TQ310699 
TQ490723 
TL285044 
TQ100850 
TQ333704 
TQ195547 
TQ355756 
TQ293540 
TQ277947 
TQ280952 
TQ020890 
TL264014 
TL 163023 
TQ040780 
TQ031781 
TL495025 
TQ628833 
TQ145780 
TQ105925 
TQ450686 
TQ396512 
TL350005 
TL283130 
TQ267585 
TQ181623 
TQ292983 
TL149024 
TQ095890 
TQ294902 
TQ303982 
TL425114 
TL380052 
TQ348750 
TQ200730 
TQ043692 
TQ054758 
TQ180736 
TQ445670 
TQ361945 
TL236028 
TQ132905 
TQ500610 
TL279006 
TQ362946 
TQ382803 
TL363131 
TL250012 
TL103050 
TQ120070 
TQ276839 
TQ235688 
TQ160610 
TQ550783 
TQ566785 
TQ230739 


Pynesfield GP 

Queen Elizabeth II Res 
Queen Mary GP 

Queen Mary Res 

Queen Mother Res 
Queens Wood,Highgate 
Rainham GP 

Rainham Marsh 
Rammey Marsh 
Ranston Covert 
Ravensbury Park 
Ravenscourt Park 
Raynes Park 

Regent’s Park 

Reigate Hill 

Richings Park 
Richmond Park 
Rickmansworth Aquadrome 
Riddlesdown 

Ridgehill 

Rockingham Recreation Ground 
Roding Valley Meadows 
Roehyde 

Rowdow Wood 

Rowley Farm 

Ruislip Common 
Ruislip Gardens 

Ruislip Lido 

Rush Green,Hertford 
Rushett Farm 

Ruxley GP 

Rye House Marsh , 
Rye Meads/Rye Meads SF 
Salisbury Hall Farm 
Sanderstead 

Savay GP 

Saxten’s Wood 
Scadbury Park 
Scotsbridge Meadows 
Scratch Wood, Woodmansterne 
Sevenoaks Reserve 
Sewardstone 

Sheen Common 
Sheepwash Pond 
Shenleybury 

Shepherds Bush 
Shepperton GP 

Slipe Lane GP 
Smallford GP 

Sopwell Mill, St Albans 
South Harrow 

South Norwood CP 
South Norwood Lake 
South Ruislip 
Southwood Manor Farm 
Sparrows Wood 
Spitalfields/Bishopsgate 
Spring Ponds 
Springfield Marina 
Springwell Lake 
Springwell Lock 
Springwell Reedbed 

St Anns Hill,Chertsey 
St James’s Park 

St Saviour’s Creek,SE1 
St Thomas’s Hospital 
Stain Hill Res 

Staines Moor 


TQ038912 
TQ120670 
TQ059700 
TQ070695 
TQ017773 
TQ283887 
TQ549829 
TQ525800 
TQ996374 
TQ041890 
TQ268681 
TQ223790 
TQ231684 
TQ277830 
TQ255522 
TQ030794 
TQ200730 
TQ057940 
TQ326602 
TL202025 
TQ058837 
TQ435956 
TL210010 
TQ547595 
TQ004828 
TQ085893 
TQ095863 
TQ089891 
TL350127 
TQ173608 
TQ473700 
TL383103 
TL388102 
TL195028 
TQ344614 
TQ049880 
TQ585648 
TQ455700 
TQ064955 
TQ271593 
TQ522570 
TQ379985 
TQ196746 
TQ224928 
TL183018 
TQ228805 
TQ065674 
TL370049 
TL198071 
TL154054 
TQ135861 
TQ353684 
TQ341693 
TQ115860 
TQ116632 
TQ436667 
TQ334818 
TQ165932 
TQ347878 
TQ043932 
TQ044923 
TQ041924 
TQ038674 
TQ294798 
TQ340799 
TQ307793 
TQ124693 
TQ033734 


del 


12 


Staines Res 
Stanborough Lakes 
Stanmore CP 

Stanmore Common 
Stanstead Abbotts GP 
Stanwell Moor 
Stanwell Moor GP 
Stapleford Tawney 
Streatham Common 
Stocker’s Lake 
Stocker’s West GP 
Stocker’s Farm 
Stockley Park 

Stoke Newington Res 
Stone Chalk Pit 

Stone Lake 

Stone Marsh 

Sundridge Park 

Surrey Docks 

Sutton at Hone Lakes 
Swanscombe Marsh 
Sydenham Hill 
Symondshyde Great Wood 
Syon Park 

Tandridge 

Tatling End 

Telegraph Hill, Claygate 
Ten Acre Wood 
Thames Ditton 
Thamesmead 

The Causeway NR 

The Clump, Iver Heath 
Theobalds Park,Enfield 
Thistledene, Thames Ditton 
Thrift’s Pit 

Thorndon Park 
Thorney 

Thorney GP 

Thorney Weir 

Thorpe Water Park 
Tilehouse North GP 
Tilehouse South GP 
Titsey 

Tolpits Lake 

Tolworth 

Tottenham Cemetery 
Tottenham Lock 
Tottenham Marsh 
Totteridge Long Pond 
Tower Bridge 

Tower of London 

Trent Park 
Trevereux/Swaynesland 
Troy Mill GP 

Turnford Brook - 
Turnford Marsh GP 
Tyler’s Common,Upminster 
Tyttenhanger GP 

Upper Halliford 

Upper Norwood 
Vauxhall Bridge 
Verulamium Lake 
Vicarage Farm, Enfield 
Victoria Park 

Waddon Ponds 
Walligton Green Nurseries 
Walsingham Wood 
Waltham Cross 


TQ051731 
TL230108 
TQ175930 
TQ156940 
TL391109 
TQ040743 
TQ034744 
TQ503900 
TQ305709 
TQ046935 
TQ053938 
TQ053934 
TQ080790 
TQ326876 
TQ566753 
TQ565752 
TQ568755 
TQ410700 
TQ360797 
TQ560700 
TQ605760 
TQ335722 
TL195110 
TQ175765 
TQ376505 
TQ020870 
TQ159647 
TQ094720 
TQ158673 
TQ474811 
TQ105754 
TQ022845 
TL345005 
TQ155673 
TL366132 
TQ620916 
TQ046793 
TQ044790 
TQ051799 
TQ030681 
TQ038898 
TQ038896 
TQ409551 
TQ085943 
TQ194659 
TQ333911 
TQ348895 
TQ354910 
TQ234942 
TQ337802 
TQ337806 
TQ290970 
TQ433504 
TQ039905 
TL368037 
TL370044 
TQ568907 
TQ191865 
TQ091680 
TQ329699 
TQ303781 
TL140070 
TQ305975 
TQ360837 
TQ309650 
TQ290625 
TL243040 
TL362003 
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Waltham Cross GP 
Waltham Marsh 
Walthamstow Marsh 
Walthamstow Res 
Walton Heath 

Walton Res 

Wanstead Park 

Warley Place 
Warlingham 

Waterlow Park 
Watermeads 

Watford 

Watts Wood, Purfleet 
Weald Park 

Welham Green 

Wells Park 

West Byfleet 

West End Common 
West Hyde Fields 

West Hyde GP 

West India South Dock 
West Kingsdown 

West Ruislip GC 

West Thurrock 
Westerham - Tower Wood 
Westerham Heights 
Westminster Bridge 
Wey Meadows, Weybridge 
Whitgift Centre, Croydon 
Whitewebbs Wood/Lake 
Whyteleafe 

Willett Wood 
Wimbledon Common 
Wimbledon Park 
Wimbledon Park Lake 
Winchmore Hill 
Windsor Open Space 
Wintry Wood 

Wm Girling Res 
Woldingham 

Wood Green Res 
Woodford GC 


~Woodlands Park 


Woodlands Park GP 
Woodmansterne 


Woodoaks Farm,Maple Cross 


Worcester Park 

Wormley Wood 
Wormwood Scrubs 
Wraysbury GP 
Wraysbury Res 

Yeading Brook Meadows 
Yiewsley GP 


TL369006 
TL373013 
TQ350878 
TQ353980 
TQ232540 
TQ122685 
TQ415875 
TQ582909 
TQ358581 
TQ286872 
TQ275675 
TQ110970 
TQ565788 
TQ570945 
TL235055 
TQ345717 
TQ048607 
TQ125632 
TQ030910 
TQ038916 
TQ376800 
TQ580626 
TQ081872 
TQ582770 
TQ448528 
TQ430560 
TQ305796 
TQ067645 
TQ323657 
TQ325997 
TQ337582 
TQ452685 
TQ247723 
TQ246723 
TQ247724 
TQ316946 
TQ241905 
TL475035 
TQ367945 
TQ370572 
TQ304900 
TQ395928 
TQ038830 
TQ098836 
TQ276597 
TQ033933 
TQ222655 
TL322058 
TQ221818 
TQ015735 
TQ025745 
TQ105835 
TQ049804 
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Review of the Year 


Perhaps two of the most unexpected additions to the London list arrived in 1994 in the 
shape of an almost moribund Hermit Thrush and a distinctly lifeless Isabelline Shrike; 
sadly London listers did not benefit from their appearance. These, along with the discovery 
of a historic record of Little Crake (see p. 201 of this Report), take the London Area list 
onto 331 this century (and 344 during historic times). This year there was an extremely 
impressive back up cast with 12 occurrences of species that had been seen on less than 
ten occasions and an even better roll call of 27 occurrences of species that had occurred 
on fewer than 20 occasions. Those species that had occurred less than 20 times were: 
Citrine Wagtail (2nd), Subalpine Warbler (2nd), Black Kite (4th), Rose-coloured 
Starling (4th), Common Rosefinch (4th), Dotterel (7th), Red-throated Pipit (7th), 
Night Heron (8th), Yellow-browed Warbler (9th to 11th), Little Bunting (9th), Little 
Egret (12th to 15th), Ortolan Bunting (12th), Richard’s Pipit (13th), Bluethroat (13th), 
Rough-legged Buzzard (14th), Red-necked Phalarope (16th), Montagu’s Harrier 
(17th), Pomarine Skua (18th) and Great Skua (19th). In addition good, but slightly less 
scarce species included: Honey Buzzard (24th), White-winged Black Tern (25th), 
Fulmar (27th) and of course not forgetting the ever present Ring-billed Gull at Uxbridge 
(still only seven records) and a Sabine’s Gull (only the 10th outside the 1987 invasion). 
Encouraging news on the breeding front included successes for Long-eared Owl, 
Woodlark and Crossbill, the latter two both for the first time in many many years; also 
promising were Nightjars on territory in two areas. Cormorant and Common Tern in 
particular continue to thrive. Overall a total of 228 species (excluding obvious escapes) 
was seen during the year which is the highest total ever, beating the previous record of 
227 species recorded in 1992. 

A reasonable selection of birds remained from 1993 to see in the New Year in 
JANUARY, these included Red-throated Diver at Queen Mary Res, Red-necked Grebe 
at Queen Mother Res, Slavonian Grebe at Walthamstow Res, Long-eared Owl and 
Dartford Warbler at Beddington SF. More familiar long-term seasonal visitors were the 
familiar Ring-billed Gull at Uxbridge, the faithful Long-tailed Duck at Broadwater GP, 
as well as several Bitterns at Cheshunt (the latter undoubtedly returnees from previous 
years). Despite a nice bright, but cold, day on Ist few birds seemed to match the crispness 
of the weather apart from an adult Iceland Gull at Holmethorpe SP; more standard 
sightings included a Shag at Queen Mother, seven Smew at Wraysbury GP and five at 
Amwell and a Merlin at Aveley. By the following day the mercury rose and the winds 
started to turn blustery introducing a spell of unsettled conditions for the next two weeks. 
Over the next few days Scaup turned up at Amwell and Horton GP, two Red-breasted 
Mergansers were at Staines, a Merlin dashed around at Rainham and more surprisingly 
a Red Kite risked a pile-up by flying over the M25 at South Mimms; a further Red- 
breasted Merganser was at Walton Res on Sth. The onset of northerly winds and snow 
flurries may have influenced the arrival of a Black-throated Diver at King George VI 
Res and a Great Northern Diver at King George V Res. This mini cold snap also 
precipitated the arrival of a Slavonian Grebe at Fishers Green, a Scaup at Girling, three 
‘Red-breasted Mergansers at Rainham, a Bittern at Wraysbury GP and a Common 
Scoter at King George V over the weekend of 9th and 10th. 
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The Long-eared Owl roost at Dartford rose to eight birds. During the week a Lapland 
Bunting was at Rainham and a Slavonian Grebe arrived at Barn Elms Res. Continuing 
northerly winds maintained the chilly feel until 15th and resulted in (over the next few 
days) a flock of 45 White-fronted Geese over Swanscombe, nine Turnstones at Grays, 
a clear peak of 22 Smew at Wraysbury, a Black-tailed Godwit and Little Gull at Staines, 
a Common Scoter at Queen Mother and a Grey Plover at Dartford. The winds swung 
round to the southwest, temperatures moderated and the birding pulse cooled distinctly 
with the only highlights during the last two weeks being Slavonian Grebes at Stocker’s 
Lake on 19th and Cheshunt GP on 26th and Bitterns at Stocker’s and Bedfont on 22nd 
and 28th respectively rounding off what turned out to be a wetter than average month. 

The first ten days of FEBRUARY were distinctly unexciting with just a Bittern at 
Iver Heath and 15 Turnstones at Grays, both on 6th, being the rather meagre headlines 
as bands of rain swept across the region. However by 12th the winds backed to the east, 
originating deep from within Russia, plunging the thermometer as birdwatchers reached 
for their thermals; daytime temperatures did not rise above freezing. The following day 
birds were on the move with Red-throated Diver at Island Barn Res, a Shag at Sevenoaks 
reserve, a Little Gull at Beddington and Firecrests at Carshalton and Stanmore. An 
impressive fall of snow on 14th resulted in a prompt exodus of Lapwings with 560 
southbound over Beddington and other sightings including a Black-tailed Godwit at 
Beddington, Knot at Barn Elms, Little Gull at Hilfield and a Merlin at Dagenham. 
However, best of all was the Fulmar seen struggling into the wind as it wrestled its way 
downstream past Tower Bridge in dreadful conditions. Despite the fact that a temporary 
thaw had set in by 15th further arrivals as a result of the cold snap included Scaup at 
Brent Res and Horton GP, Shags at Girling Res and Aveley, another Red-breasted 
Merganser at Rainham, a Bar-tailed Godwit at Girling and Brent Geese at Beddington 
and Holmethorpe. This brief respite from the freeze did not last long with the bitter cold 
returning from 19th to 25th bringing with it the occasional flurry of snow; the excitement 
of the previous few days continued with an Iceland Gull at King George V, a mightily 
impressive flock of 400 Bramblings at Norbury Park, a Scaup at Walthamstow, a 
Slavonian Grebe at Cheshunt and a Shag at Beddington. On 23rd six Oystercatchers at 
King George V was unusual as were the two Iceland Gulls together in the Queen Mother 
gull roost. Even though the month ended with a distinctly spring-like feel, a Black- 
throated Diver at Sevenoaks and five Scaup at Girling were probably propelled into the 
Area by the earlier cold spell. 

Although it remained mild during the first ten days of MARCH it was also mostly 
unsettled. Relocating winter visitors included a nice flock of Brent Geese (39) over King 
George V on Ist and the following day an excellent group of Avocets (6) flew over 
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Wraysbury GP; the warmish southwesterlies did encourage a nice sprinkling of early 
summer migrants starting with a Wheatear at Queen Mother Res on 2nd, another at 
Beckton the next day accompanied by a Sand Martin at Walthamstow Res. The same 
day a wing-tagged Red Kite drifted over Oxhey but of less dubious origin was the 
Peregrine at Beckton. By 5th another Shag had arrived at Queen Mother Res and a 
Sand Martin hawked over Hampstead Heath; two more of the latter were flittering over 
Springwell Lake the next day, and even more surprisingly two Swallows dropped in at 
Bentley Priory; a Buzzard soared over Chiswell Green. Over the next week a scattering 
of common migrants included Wheatears at five sites, Sand Martins at two sites and 
the first White Wagtail was at Queen Mother. Back up was provided by a Firecrest on 
Hampstead Heath, a Merlin at South Ockendon, a Peregrine at Rainham and three more 
Shags, this time along the Thames at Blackfriars Bridge. By 12th Sand Martins were 
widely scattered with sightings at six sites with up to 30 at Amwell and 15 at Wraysbury 
GP. The generally damp, windy conditions continued over the next week and provided a 
real mixed bag of birds with more Shags - at Wood Green and Hampton - another Red 
Kite, at Navestock on 13th, a Woodlark (a surprisingly scarce spring migrant) at Dagnam 
Park on 14th and two early Yellow Wagtails which provided a bit of colour at Queen 
Mother the next day. A brief window of spring opened up for a few days on 19th and as if 
to confirm it a Little Ringed Plover popped up at Tyttenhanger GP and the first Tree 
Pipit was at Woodlands Park on 21st. The same day produced one of London’s most 
remarkable records when an Isabelline Shrike was found long dead at Richmond - its 
precise time of arrival will remain a matter of pure speculation. The last ten days of the 
month did little to upset the disturbed feel to the weather, but summer visitors continued 
to fight their way in with a Swallow at Cheshunt and a Willow Warbler at Hounslow 
Heath on 23rd, a House Martin at Hendon the next day and a Garganey on Stanwell 
Moor on 25th. Other migrants included two Buzzards in Kent, three widely scattered 
Firecrests, a Shag in Regent’s Park, two Spotted Redshanks on Stanwell Moor and 
best of all a rather early Hoopoe at Foots Cray Meadows - sadly though only a fleeting 
visitor. The final two days of the month were stormy with winds gusting up to 70mph as 
the month went out like a lion; despite the gusty conditions a notable fall of Wheatears 
took place with 30 birds at eight sites on 30th and 41 at ten sites on 31st along with a 
sprinkling of Swallows, House Martins and Yellow Wagtails and the first Ring Ouzel. 

The winds soon moderated on APRIL Ist, but the long Easter weekend was typically 
cold and wet. Despite the inclement weather it was a good spell for raptors with a Marsh 
Harrier at Beddington SF, a Merlin at Dagenham Chase, a Peregrine at Rainham and 
one or two Buzzards in the Lea Valley. Five more Ring Ouzels bounded through and 
Wheatears continued their strong presence with a total of 51 at six sites on 3rd. Other 
first arrivals over the first four days included an early Common Tern at Staines, a Sedge 
Warbler at Wraysbury GP and a Whitethroat at Cheshunt. The next ten days were again 
ruled from the west as a succession of Atlantic fronts dumped a liberal dollop of rain 
across the region; undeterred by the weather the first Cuckoo announced its presence at 
Sevenoaks on 6th, seven more Ring Ouzels moved through, as well as two more Firecrests 
and the first Turtle Dove was at Aveley on 7th. Raptors were represented by the first 
northbound Osprey at Holmethorpe SP on 9th, backed up by a Hen Harrier at Rainham 
-and a Marsh Harrier at Amwell GP. By 13th high pressure gradually pushed in from the 
west bringing with it, on its eastern flank, bitterly cold northerly winds effectively 
slamming the door of spring migration for a few days. As the winds moderated a Little 
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Stint dropped in at Beddington on 15th followed the next day by a nice little flurry of 
birds including two more Ring Ouzels, a Marsh Harrier at Beddington, an Iceland 
Gull at Staines, two Arctic Terns at King George VI Res and the first Garden Warbler. 
Arctic Terns (12) moved through King George V Res on 18th, where there was also a 
Red-necked Grebe; the first Hobby powered its way over Rickmansworth. At last on 
19th the Arctic feel to the weather relented, the sun shone and light breezes wafted in 
from the southeast as birders scurried for their local patches and we all basked in 
temperatures of up to 22°C (72°F) for the rest of the month. With no doubt many birds 
held up further south by the inclement weather, the breath of summer finally forced open 
the floodgates of migration. The final ten days of the month were exhilarating (with a 
peak during the weekend of 23rd/24th) - an impressive ten Marsh Harriers, two Ospreys, 
Bar-tailed Godwits at five sites, an excellent total of 23 records of 58 Whimbrel, ten 
Redstarts, four Pied Flycatchers and nine more Ring Ouzels led the roll call. In addition 
the 23rd proved to be a superb day for tern passage with 193 Common Terns arriving at 
12 sites, including 70 at Queen Mary Res along with 105 Black Terns, including 50 at 
Queen Mary, as well as a smattering of Arctic Terns. Other more miscellaneous sightings 
during this remarkable spell included an Avocet at Staines Res, Red-breasted Merganser 
at Barn Elms Res, Slavonian Grebe at King George V Res, an egret, most probably 
Little, over Beddington and a Wood Warbler in Regent’s Park. Without any doubt the 
jewel in April’s crown was the sparkling white-spotted Bluethroat that sang heartily 
from a patch of wasteland at Rainham on 26th. 

With hardly a pause to gasp for air MAY continued the breathless pace of migration. 
A Dartford Warbler sang its scratchy little ditty from the unlikely location of Hampstead 
Heath on Ist; an Osprey was over Sevenoaks and a Marsh Harrier drifted over Paynes 
Lane GP the same day. Waders sprang to the fore over the next few days with six 
Sanderling at three sites, nine Grey Plovers at six sites as well as a single Wood 
Sandpiper and Spotted Redshank. Passerines were represented by a Firecrest at Trent 
Park and flocks of Crossbills over Dagnam Park (8) and Trent Park (12). The fine spell 
of weather ended on 4th as wind and rain swept in from the South West Approaches 
forcing down a Whimbrel at Cole Green followed by four more on Sth, as well as Black- 
tailed and Bar-tailed Godwits at Staines, a notable group of three Wood Sandpipers at 
Berwick Ponds and 11 Turnstones at Grays. On 6th two Sandwich Terns passed over 





Aveley and Whimbrels were at Staines (2) and Dagnam Park (16) and two more Marsh 
Harriers were northbound up the Lea Valley. The next two days were damp, misty and 
drizzly; with the spring well advanced many migrants are already on their way north so 
inclement weather merely tends to slow them up, and overcast conditions with poor 
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visibility provides excellent conditions for ground-based observers. The weekend of 7th/ 
8th was remarkable by any standards (just right for the London day listers who notched 
up a new London record of 112) as waders poured through the Area led by flocks of 18 
paddling Bar-tailed Godwits at Staines, which were overflown by 18 Black-tailed 
Godwits. Staines also boasted at least 22 Sanderlings, six Grey Plovers, six Little 
Stints and a Curlew Sandpiper. During the same period there was a good scattering of 
Whimbrel and Sandwich Terns across the region; raptors were represented by two Marsh 
‘Harriers in the Lea Valley, but even better was their rarer cousin the Montagu’s Harrier 
one of which was watched flying low northbound over Amwell GP. As if the assembled 
list was not enough the best was only came to light late in the day of 7th - London’s first 
ever grounded spring trip of Dotterels found a bare earth field within a stone’s throw of 
the M25 motorway perfect refuge from the inclement weather - 16 birds tripped and 
twinkled their way over the ground and delighted the assembled audience; sadly they had 
moved on by the next day. Although winds swung round to the east late on 8th, it remained 
unsettled for the next week and the ornithological flavour remained much the same with 
a nice smattering of Sanderlings (41, including 25 together at Staines), Knot (9), Bar- 
tailed Godwit (15), Little Stint (12), Wood Sandpiper (6, including four together at 
Stocker’s Lake) and Grey Plover (14); a splash of colour was provided by a Golden 
Oriole over Cheshunt. A Little Egret paid a brief visit to Staines on 15th, but a far better 
find that day was the most unexpected discovery of the spring - a singing male Subalpine 
Warbler at Walthamstow Marsh which showed well all day and remained largely oblivious 
to the hordes of dogs and Sunday afternoon strollers tramping past its chosen perch. The 
second half of the month was generally dull, wet and cold, but with the bulk of passage 
beginning to wind down the pace of migration cooled with the weather. An Osprey and 
Buzzard were overflyers on 18th and the next day a rather uncooperative Night Heron 
dropped in to Brent Res. However a Golden Oriole that took up territory briefly on 
Hampstead Heath on 20th was more visitor friendly, the same day a Temminck’s Stint 
was at Beddington SF. A Marsh Warbler arrived for a prolonged stay at the latter site on 
22nd and the same day 14 Crossbills were southbound over Holmethorpe and a Red 
Kite was a good sighting at nearby Buckland SP; a raft of Common Scoters popped up at 
Barn Elms Res on 23rd. Only in the last three days of the months did temperatures rise 
and the skies clear to remind us that summer was due - the improved climate produced an 
Osprey, Marsh Harrier and two Buzzards, another Little Egret, more recirculating 
Crossbills (5) and the second Marsh Warbler of the spring, at Broxbourne. 

The first few days of JUNE were warm and sunny, but the unsettled feel to the weather 
soon returned. On Ist four Crossbills undulated over Hampstead Heath and a Red-necked 
Grebe arrived for a long stay at King George V Res; over the next few days two Sandwich 
Terns flew over Beddington, a Quail quip-quipped at Bedfont, the sixth and last Osprey 
of the spring was at Theydon Mount and yet another Marsh Warbler turned up, this 
time at Friern Barnet. High pressure re-established itself on 11th bringing with it some 
more sunny conditions; three Little Stints and three Sanderling were at Staines on 12th, 
with a Little Tern at King George V Res the next day. A Whimbrel was over Osterley on 
18th and two Sandwich Terns were at Beddington; two more Crossbills appeared over 
Banstead and another Little Stint was at Staines on 19th, with a Little Tern sitting on 

- the tern raft at Stocker’s Lake on 20th. Another excellent east London find was an adult 
Rose-coloured Starling at Walthamstow on 22nd, but it soon vanished into the depths of 
suburbia. The last week of the month was generally warm, even hot as temperatures 
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climbed to 27°C (81°F) interspersed with the occasional thunderstorm; highlights included 
on 25th an Avocet at Staines and the next day a female Golden Oriole at Beddington, 
best of all however was a closely viewed Black Kite over Stocker’s Lake. Finally the 
month was rounded of nicely by the graceful presence of a Red-necked Phalarope on 
the drained south basin of Staines. 

The weather is always a vital criteria during the BREEDING SEASON and whilst 
the second half of June and the whole of July were warm and sunny, the whole of May 
and the first half of June were decidedly wet and unsettled, indeed the rainfall during 
May was a staggering 3 inches. Consequently the typical ups and downs of breeding 
fortunes would probably have favoured the later breeders. Great Crested Grebes had a 
disappointing season with the number of pairs falling to 179 (down from 238 in 1990): 
that voracious piscatore the Cormorant continues to expand at a massive rate with up to 
136 nests (compared with 58 in 1993 and a mere five in 1991). A succession of mild 
winters no doubt assists the Grey Heron to flourish with a large increase this year (392 
nests compared with 309 in 1993); also continuing the upward trend was Mute Swan 
with 83 pairs (61 in 1990). Disappointingly Shelducks continue to decline along the 
Thames where much previously suitable habitat has now been developed. Both Tufted 
Duck with 293 broods (up from 209 in 1993) and Ruddy Duck with 21 broods (up from 
12 in 1991) had successful seasons; the unobtrusive Mandarin (a species almost 
impossible to census) is thriving, judging by the counts of 60 in the Lea Valley and 120 in 
Surrey. The status of Hobby seems stable after recent increases. Grey Partridge continued 





its worrying decline - a clear victim of modern intensive agricultural practices. After a 
seemingly poor year in 1993 both Lesser Black-backed and Herring Gulls bounced 
back with an impressive 17 and 19 pairs respectively (mostly in Inner London), but since 
their chosen breeding habitat is London’s rooftops someone would have to charter Richard 
Branson’s airship to carry out a complete census. There seems no end in sight to the 
continued expansion of Common Tern with 170 pairs (up from 145 in 1993), nearly all 
of these nesting on man-made rafts. That well known, colourful alien the Ring-necked 
Parakeet is also thriving with the London population now reaching an absolute minimum 
of 1,700 birds. Both Long-eared Owl (2 breeding pairs) and Nightjar (2 displaying 
birds) hinted at promising comebacks. Another most welcome return was the Woodlark 
which bred successfully for the first time for at least 30 years; Sand Martins also showed 
a welcome expansion with 444 nests at 12 colonies (217 at 14 in 1993). Only a single 
pair of Redstarts bred, but the fall in the Song Thrush population may well have bottomed 
out. Further disappointments were provided by Grasshopper Warblers (very few), and 
Wood Warbler (only | pair), but more alarming still is the continuing rapid and 
inexplicable decline of the the once widespead Willow Tit. Finally another most welcome 
comeback was the Crossbill which bred (in several areas) for the first time since 1968. 
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The warmth of the previous month continued into JULY which turned out to be the 
hottest since 1983, helped by above average sunshine and below average rain; indeed 
temperatures in London reached a baking 33°C (91°F). With Staines Res remaining empty 
throughout the month it proved to be a constant attraction to waders with Spotted 
Redshank and Wood Sandpiper on Ist. The mostly clear skies seemed to have little 
influence on bird movements; southbound Black-tailed Godwit passage began on 2nd 
and reached a total of 73 birds at eight sites, Whimbrel totalled 22 at seven sites, eight 
-Wood Sandpipers were at four sites. There was also a scattering of ten Little Stints (all 
at Staines), single Avocet (Beddington on 3rd) and Curlew Sandpiper (Staines on 19th 
and 22nd). Five Garganey dropped in at three sites. Black-necked Grebes were at 
Hilfield Park Res on 2nd and more surprisingly at Beddington on 26th. Raptors were 
represented by Red Kites at Colney Heath on 15th and Romford on 29th, an Osprey over 
Coppetts Wood on 19th and far more unusual a northbound Honey Buzzard high over 
Brent Res on 30th. The only unusual passerine was a fine adult male Red-backed Shrike 
at Woodford GC on 7th; a migrant Redstart at Alexandra Park on 25th provided a foretaste 
of things to come. 

The fine weather continued on mostly southerly winds for the first six days of AUGUST 
although heavy overnight rain on 3rd and 4th produced a pretty instant avian response as 
23 Black-tailed Godwits descended on Staines (on 3rd) and a Pied Flycatcher was at 
Dagnam Park; but far more astonishing was the adult Sabine’s Gull that loitered for a 





few hours at the concrete banked Queen Mother Res (on 4th). The southerly winds backed 
to the northeast on 6th and over the next ten days five more Pied Flycatchers arrived, 
Crossbills flew over Hampstead Heath on two dates, but far more rewarding for local 
patchworkers were the Wrynecks found at Regent’s Park on 13th and at Hampstead 
Heath on 16th. Black-tailed Godwits continued to pour through the region (31 at nine 
sites), along with several Spotted Redshanks, Knot, Sanderling and Little Stints. Tern 
passage began to get underway with about 19 Sandwich Terns along the Lower Thames, 
also 15 Black Terns were at Queen Mother and four at King George V Res on 15th; the 
same day there were seven Avocets at Rainham. Peregrines were seen at Swanscombe 
and Hilfield Park Res and a Buzzard at Amwell. From the middle of the month the wind 
- veered southwest, and although it remained warm it was liberally sprinkled with heavy 
Showers. An Arctic Tern dropped by at Littlebrook on 17th and a Little Stint was at 
Walton Res on 18th. Over the next four days seven more Pied Flycatchers flicked by, a 
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Peregrine powered over Beddington SF, a Wood Sandpiper was at Perry Oaks and a 
Redstart was at Hounslow Heath; but the undoubted passerine highlight of the autumn 
was the exquisite Citrine Wagtail that entertained three fortunate, but well-deserved 
locals at King George V Res on 22nd. The next day two Ring Ouzels were at Beddington, 
two Pied Flycatchers were elsewhere and it was a good day for tern passage with a 
Sandwich Tern at King George V Res, Black Terns at Littlebrook (37), Beckton (35) 
and King George V (14). The last week of the month rattled along in much the same vein 
with at least nine more Pied Flycatchers (an impressive 24 during the month), 11 
Redstarts, including a splendid fall of five on Hampstead Heath on 27th, Peregrines at 
Thamesmead and Holmethorpe, the third and last Wryneck of the autumn on 24th at 
Woodford and lastly a Manx Shearwater going the wrong way (upriver) past Rainham 
on 28th. 

The first week of SEPTEMBER produced a real hotchpotch of birds and weather (the 
latter being generally cool and unsettled); another wave of Black Terns swept through 
‘the Area on Ist with 60 at Beckton (along with a Sandwich Tern), 28 at Staines and 12 
at Nazeing. Three more Pied Flycatchers and seven more Redstarts turned up (principally 
in London’s leafy parks), but the best passerines were a well-watched Red-backed Shrike 
at Cheshunt and a Common Rosefinch at Hainault. Several more Wood and Curlew 
Sandpipers appeared, but a Pectoral Sandpiper at Beddington on 4th came from a 
completely different point of the compass; short-staying visitors included a Little Egret 
at Hilfield Park and a Buzzard at Amwell. The next week carried along in a similar 
fashion with two more Pied Flycatchers, four more Redstarts, six Sandwich Terns, 
five Garganey and a couple of Curlew Sandpipers; four Arctic Skuas piled through 
Barn Elms on 12th. A dramatic change in the climate followed a spell of torrential rain 
on 14th/15th as the southwest winds backed to the northeast and strengthened followed 
by strong to gale force north or northwesterlies for several days. A major movement of 
birds took place on 15th: four Great Skuas headed upriver at Dartford and tern passage 
was impressive with 250 Common and 50 Black at Littlebrook, 32 Common and 32 
Black at Beddington and 100 Black at King George V - in all 313 Common Terns were 
logged and 260 Black; in addition nine Little Terns zipped over Walton Res. The next 
day more Black Terns poured through with 55 at Queen Mary and 54 at Staines and no 
doubt the cessation of rain encouraged the overhead movement of an Osprey at Barn 
Elms and a Marsh Harrier at Harlow. Other highlights included a notable collection of 
18 Whinchats at Wormwood Scrubs and a very early Fieldfare bounding over Regent's 
Park, followed by a slightly less notable early Redwing at Barn Elms. With a strong 
easterly element in the wind direction it was inevitable that that jewelled sprite Yellow- 
browed Warbler would drop by, one led observers on a merry dance around Brent Res. 
Background birding from 18th to 21st was filled with more Curlew Sandpipers (up to 
nine at Beddington), Little Stints, Sandwich Terns (14), two more Marsh Harriers 


- and better still another Pectoral Sandpiper, this time at London’s most private site, 


Perry Oaks SF. The final ten days of the month began well on 22nd with a 
Pomarine Skua at Dartford, a Woodlark at Chingford and a big southbound evacuation 
of Swallows and House Martins. The next day there was another Woodlark in the 
Ingrebourne Valley. The big exodus of hirundines continued over the next few days; 
although winds had reverted to the western quarter the earlier easterly influence 
continued to influence London birding with a succession of good birds at Barn Elms, 
starting with a White-winged Black Tern on 25th, closely followed by a Richard’s 
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Pipit and a Lapland Bunting on consecutive days. This final period also boasted an 
Avocet at Walthamstow, another Marsh Harrier, two Firecrests, two more Redstarts 
and one Pied Flycatcher. 

Although the first two weeks of OCTOBER were ruled by anticyclones the wind was 
decidedly mercurial, as were the birds, the best being a frustratingly brief Little Bunting 
at Coppetts Wood and an early Great Grey Shrike at Epping Upland, both on 2nd. Other 
high points during the first week were two more Ospreys, as well as Firecrest, Redstart 

_and a couple of bug-eyed Short-eared Owls. A breath of easterly wind on 7th produced 
nearly instant results with a Yellow-browed Warbler at Dagnam Park, a non-stop Ortolan 
Bunting over Beddington, both on 9th and yet another Yellow-browed, this time in the 
depths of suburbian Kenton on 11th (not a bad garden tick). Also of note during this 
period was a Red Kite over Dagnam Park and two Merlins. On 13th a Bittern returned 
to its reedbed at Cheshunt and an Osprey also flew over there (did they see each other?). 
The next day Barn Elms scored again with a Red-throated Pipit, but like all its 





predecessors it soon vanished. Mostly unsettled (but still easterly) weather set in from 
16th to 22nd and resulted in an interesting avian assortment led by eight Twite at King 
George V Res, along with single Marsh Harrier and Buzzard, two Dartford Warblers, 
three Ring Ouzels, a flyover Woodlark at Regent’s Park, two Firecrests and not forgetting 
the first southbound Brent Geese (36 over South Norwood). With winds shifting to the 
southwest on 23rd the month drifted to an almost insignificant close with the ornithological 
flavour now tasting distinctly wintry (apart from an Osprey at Bayford) with the arrival 
of a Bittern at Broadwater GP, three Peregrines, several Firecrests, another Dartford 
Warbler and the ever faithful Long-tailed Duck at Broadwater (where does it go for its 
summer holidays?). But just when you think the month can be written off the impossible 
happens -on 28th in an insignificant high street in Chipping Ongar a Hermit Thrush 
was picked up in a poorly state; after careful nurturing was subsequently released nearby. 
By rights it should have been in South or Central America so it was way off course 
(London’s first and Britain’s fifth). 

A light southwesterly breeze kickstarted NOVEMBER producing a Dartford Warbler 
at Bushy Park on Ist followed the next day by a Bewick’s Swan at Amwell and an 
impressive, mostly southbound movement of Woodpigeons (at least 3,500 birds); but 


22 LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 59 FOR 1994 


this was easily outclassed by the Rough-legged Buzzard initially seen from a kitchen 
window (providing a welcome diversion from the washing up) at Bickley. With winds 
backing to the southeast on 3rd wave after wave of chacking Fieldfares (1,820) and 
seeping Redwings (1,230) started to pour through the region, along with several flocks 
of Brent Geese; two Buzzards were at North Weald. The southeasterlies continued into 
5th in mostly overcast conditions and, probably precipitated by the previous day’s heavy 
rain, a most extraordinary spell of waterbird movement followed - three Slavonian Grebes 
dropped in at Queen Mother, Common Scoters were at Queen Mother (14), Staines (5), 
Queen Mary (5) and Beddington, Red-breasted Mergansers loitered at Queen Mother 
(14), Stocker’s Lake (10), Queen Mary (9) and Staines (3). Noisy groups of whistling 
Wigeon moved through Stocker’s (180), Queen Mother (160) and Beddington (101) and 
flocks of Brent Geese wandered around (about 197 at six sites). Four Crossbills over 
Hampstead Heath, two Firecrests and a Slavonian Grebe the next day seemed rather 
tame by comparison. The middle of the month lapsed into an early winter lull, sightings 
were mostly predictable with two Red-necked Grebes, two more Firecrests, two Merlins, 
a Hen Harrier over Beddington, a Bittern at Amwell, two Twite at Berwick Ponds, a 
rather late Little Gull passage and the slightly tardy arrival of that familiar Yank - the 
Ring-billed Gull at Uxbridge. The last week was highlighted by a Firecrest, a Ring- 
billed Gull at Queen Mother (probably the Uxbridge bird) and 43 Brent Geese which 
winged their way over Beddington. A remarkably late House Martin hawked 
enthusiastically at Maple Cross on 27th and, probably best of all, three Velvet Scoters 
were on the insignificant Old Slade NR on 29th, rounding off quite nicely what turned 
out to be the mildest November since records began in 1659. 

A Red-breasted Merganser on King George VI Res and a Knot at nearby Staines on 
Ist gave DECEMBER an interesting start followed gale force winds, but apart from two 
more Firecrests on 4th little else provided much to surprise; indeed even the Smew were 
late to arrive. Birders battened down the hatches after that as foul weather swept in from 
the Atlantic providing four dreadfully wet and windy nights. As winds moderated brave 
souls ventured out on 9th to find a Red-breasted Merganser at Thorney, a Twite at 
South Norwood and two Brent Geese headed over Girling, followed by a Red-necked 
Grebe at Nazeing, a Shag at Rainham and an adult Glaucous at Girling the next day. A 
ridiculously late Swift dawdled over Tottenham Cemetery - hopefully not an omen - on 
11th and three Long-eared Owls called in for a brief sojourn at Brent Res on 12th; a 
Merlin was at Beddington the next day. A cooler, more anticyclonic spell set in from 
13th resulting in five Bewick’s Swans at Amwell on 14th, more Bitterns were at 
Littlebrook and Wraysbury. The next week brought a quiet winter mixture of birds with 
two more Merlins, a Peregrine at Beckton and on 22nd a Bewick’s Swan at Maple 
Cross. The latter bird was most appropriate since it had been ringed on the Pechora River 
in deepest Russia; the icy blast that followed originated in deepest Siberia (where it was 
a breath-freezing -58°C) as night time temperatures plummeted to -8°C. The following 
day a Little Egret at Ponders End must have been having second thoughts about the 
species’ recent colonisation. Once again, despite bitter cold on 24th, Christmas Day itself 
refused to turn white and as the year ticked away yet another Bittern arrived, an Iceland 
Gull dropped in at Beddington, a Great Northern Diver at Troy Mill and then Broadwater 
soon sped on its way and the final few days of the year closed with a meagre total of five 
Smew at Wraysbury and a Peregrine at Ruxley. 
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Contributors to the Systematic List 


All contributors of ornithological records to the Society in 1994 are listed below. We 
apologise if any names have been inadvertently omitted. Many records of scarce species 
listed in Birds of the London Area 1994 are attributed to the observer who found or 
reported the bird and the attribution normally consists of the observer’s initials. However 
if more than one observer possesses the same initials, a letter from the attributed observer’s 
surname may be used and will appear in italics. Such observers have the initials used to 


identify them listed below after their name. 
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Birds of the London Area, 1994 


with Additions and Corrections for previous years 


A REPORT ON BIRD LIFE WITHIN TWENTY MILES OF ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 


The classification of species in the systematic list of this report is that adopted by K.H. 
Voous in his List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species. Sequence and nomenclature follow 
The ‘British Birds’ List of Birds of the Western Palaearctic, 1984 and the relevant EURING 
number appears beside each species and sub-species heading. 

The six counties within the London Area are signified by initials in the report: E = 
Essex, H = Hertfordshire, M = Middlesex, B = Buckinghamshire, K = Kent and S = 
Surrey. Inner London records are normally listed under their respective counties 
(Middlesex, Kent and Surrey), but may be abbreviated to IL in tables. North, South, East 
and West are abbreviated to N,S,E and W and for direction of flight, cardinal points are 
shortened to N, NE, NNE etc. Other abbreviations are: 


CBC = Common Birds Census PS = Power Station 

CP = Country Park Res = Reservoir(s) 

GC = Golf Course RG = Ringing Group 

GP = Gravel Pit(s) SF = Sewage Farm or Works 
LBR = London Bird Report SP = Sand Pit 

NR = Nature Reserve WCB = Watercress Beds 


Observers’ initials in the report are shown against principal records. A full list of 
observers appears on pages 23 to 26. The abbreviation ‘mo’, used for some long-stay 
records, indicates ‘many observers’. 

For a full appreciation of records in this report, a detailed, large scale map of the 
London Area will be found useful. Reference should also be made to the Society’s books 
The Birds of the London Area (1957 and 1964) and Atlas of Breeding Birds of the London 
Area (1977), which give the continuous history of species since 1900. 

Sightings of more than one bird (where they are assumed to have arrived together) 
are treated as one record. All running totals of rare or unusual birds that are provided in 
the systematic list can be assumed to refer only to the present century, unless specifically 
mentioned otherwise. 


| 0002  Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 


Status: rare winter visitor and migrant; there have been notable hard weather 
influxes. 


M Queen Mary Res, one remaining from 1993 was present until Jan 7th. 
S_ Island Barn Res, one on Feb 13th (MLd). 


A poor year with only one new arrival in addition to a bird remaining from 1993. 
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Axo 
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Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 


Status: rare winter visitor and migrant; there have been notable hard weather 


influxes. 


King George V Res, one on Apr 27th (PJV). 

King George VI Res, one from Jan 7th to Feb 6th (CL et a/). 

Sevenoaks Reserve, one seen on Feb 27th, then from Mar 2nd to 10th and again 
on 30th (SWR) was seen previously and on interim dates at Sundridge. 


The second consecutive year that this species has graced the London Area with 
these records representing the best year for the species since 1987, after an absence 
from 1988 to 1992. 


Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 
Status: scarce winter visitor and occasional migrant, often after hard weather. 


King George V Res, one from Jan 7th to 15th (PJV et al). Walthamstow Res, one 
on Jan 15th was presumably the same bird as at King George V (PSAA). 

Troy Mill GP, one on Dec 28th flew south at about midday and was later seen in 
Middx (JFe, AS). 

Broadwater GP, the bird from Troy Mill was found here in the afternoon of Dec 
28th (RRD, AVM). | 


Only two records, one at either end of the year, is a below average showing for the 
most regular diver species in the London Area. 


Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 


Status: widespread breeding resident on most suitable waters, also passage migrant 
and winter visitor. 


Seventy-nine breeding pairs were reported in 1994, a small decrease from 1993. 
The last two years have shown disappointing decreases after two consecutive 
annual increases. This may reflect fluctuating observer coverage rather than a 
real decline, but there may be some cause for concern here. The number of breeding 
pairs reported in the past five years has been: 


1994 1993 1992 199] 1990 
73 78 90+ 84 68 


Localities holding breeding pairs (numbers of pairs or broods in brackets), the 
largest counts in each sector and Inner London records are given below. 


Barking Bay (1). Belhus Woods CP (2). Berwick Ponds (3). Corbets Tey (1). 
Dagenham Chase (1). Hall Marsh (1). Harold Wood SF (1). Purfleet Chalk Pits 
(1). Rainham GP (3). Rainham Marsh (12). Thorndon Park (1). Essex Filter Beds, 
13 on the River Lea in January was the maximum winter count received. 
Amwell GP (2). Hilfield Park Res (3). Old Parkbury (1). Panshanger Park (1). 
Rye House Marsh (1). Rye Meads (9). The maximum count was a very large 46 
at Rye Meads on Aug 21st. 

Brent Res (2). The Causeway NR (6). The highest count was 33 in December at 
Brent Res. Jnner London: Hyde Park, one on July 17th. Kensington Gardens, one 
on Aug 11th. Regent’s Park, one pair bred; one on Jan 21st. 
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Chalfont Park (3). Tilehouse GP (3). Woodlands Park GP (1). The maximum 
count was 21 in November at Wraysbury GP. 

Dartford Marsh (1). Littlebrook Lake (2). The maximum count was 15 at Ruxley 
GP in October and November. 

Beddington SF (1). Holmethorpe SP (4). Lonsdale Road Res (1). Ravensbury 
Park (2). Waddon Ponds (1). Walton Res (1). Watermeads (1). The maximum 
count was only 13 at Beddington SF in late August. 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
Status: common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


A very disappointing total of only 179 nesting pairs or broods was reported 
indicating the worst breeding season since 1989 and a decline of 59 pairs from 
1990 for example. Coverage in 1994 was fairly consistent with that in recent 
years, so this would seem to represent a real decline for the second consecutive 
year. The number of breeding pairs/broods reported in the past five years has 
been: 


1994 19S: 1992 1991 1990 
179 194 216 211 238 


Observers again reported low breeding success (due to both predation and flooding 
of nests) or complete absence from a number of sites. At Brent Res for example, 
23 pairs nested but only seven broods were seen. There were two notable extreme 
breeding dates in Essex with a pair seen with young at Connaught Water on Feb 
23rd and a pair with two very young chicks on Dec 18th at Fishers Green! 


The table which follows shows peak autumn/winter counts at key sites and is 
followed in the text by the largest breeding concentrations (number of pairs/broods 
in brackets) in each sector and all Inner London breeding records. 


Walthamstow Res oy) 50 43 110 121 93 82 
Hilfield Park Res 11 12 25 35 19 19 13 
Stocker’s Lake 14 20 20 3] 21 13 11 
Brent Res 6 10 40 18 1S 12 15 
King George VI Res 16 5 - 167 104 93 23 
Queen Mary Res 132 239 131 197 84 291 307 
Wraysbury Res 12 79 (2. 173 82 28 16 
Wraysbury GP 120 79 109 116 84 121 106 
Sevenoaks Reserve 20 10m 10 10 13 12 11 
Queen Eliz. II Res 18 14 19 46 52 25 17 
Thorpe Water Park 36 36 33 - 44 59 66 
Walton Res 8 5 5 74 sy) 15 4 


Walthamstow Res (12). 

Amwell GP (5). Cheshunt GP (9). Hilfield Park Res (7). Stocker’s Lake (10). 
Brent Res (23 - but only seven broods). Hampstead Heath (5). Jnner London: 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens (3). Regent’s Park (3). 

Inner London: Battersea Park (1). 
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0010 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 


‘Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, particularly to major waters in 
west London and in the Lea Valley. 





eveon ES AWS 


Assuming the Lea Valley Reservoirs records in autumn involved three birds, only 
nine individuals were recorded in the Area in 1994 and one of those remained 
from 1993. This is a poor showing indeed compared to 11 in 1993, 13 in 1992 
and more than 20 in each of 1991 and 1990. The long-staying bird in Bucks 
(present for 370 days) was a juvenile when it first arrived and provided a unique 
opportunity to examine this species in different stages of moult and ranges of 
plumage. This was captured on film by JAS and a selection of his photographs 
appear opposite page 32 of this report. All records are given. 


E Fishers Green, one from Nov 18th to Dec 31st (PCA, EEM et al). Nazeing GP, 


one from Dec 10th to 31st (AH ef a/). King George V Res, one on Apr 18th (SCr, 
PJV), one from June Ist to year end was joined one other on Oct 25th, then 
another on Oct 26th with three remaining to Nov 6th and two still present on Nov 
24th (SCr, AMn, PJV et al). Wm Girling Res, the long staying King George V 
bird was seen here on odd dates (PJV et al). 


M King George VI Res, one on Nov 11th (CL, PAW). 
B Queen Mother Res, one remaining from 1994 was present from Jan Ist to Nov 


6th (JAS et al) - see photographs opposite p 32. 
1993 Correction 


B Queen Mother Res, one was first seen on Nov 2nd (not Novy 4th as stated in LBR 


0011 


58) and the observer should be (JAS et a/). 


Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 


Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, less frequent than next species. 


E Fishers Green, one on Jan 8th and 9th (MDr, JF et a/). King George V Res, one 


on Apr 24th (KMy, PJV). Walthamstow Res, one remaining from 1993 present 
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on Banbury Res until Jan 11th. Wm Girling Res, one on Apr 11th and 12th (JF, 
PJV). 

Stocker’s Lake, one on Jan 19th (RRD). Cheshunt GP, one on Jan 26th and from 
Feb 21st to Mar 6th (PJA et al) - may have been the Fishers Green bird. 
Broadwater GP, one on Sept 25th and 26th (RRD, CL et al). King George VI Res, 
one on Nov |1th (CL, PAW). Staines Res, one on Nov 6th (DHy). 

Queen Mother Res, three on Nov 5th (CDRH, AVM, JAS). 

Barn Elms Res, one from Jan 12th to 16th (BPA, CL, NPS ef al). 


An absolute maximum of 12 records was a very small improvement from the 11 
in 1993 but this species shows no real sign of becoming any more regular in the 
London Area. The records comprised of a typical mix of winter wanderers with 
spring and autumn passage migrants. 


1993 Additional Record 
Stoke Newington Res, one on Oct 10th (JG/). 


This takes the 1993 total to 11 records. 


Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
Status: passage migrant and former regular winter visitor. 


King George V Res, two on Aug 23rd (AMn), one from Sept 17th to 28th with 
two present on 23rd (RMC, AMn, PJV et al) and one on Nov 22nd (PAB). 
Walthamstow Res, one on Aug 7th (PL). Wm Girling Res, two juveniles on Aug 
7th, one from Aug 11th to 14th, two on Aug 24th, one from Sept 24th to Oct 28th 
(PJV et al). 

Hilfield Park Res, one from July 2nd to 5th (GSE, SMH) and one on Sept 17th 
(GSE). 

King George VI Res, two on May 8th (AVM, PN ef a/) and one on Aug 21st and 
22nd (PN et al). Staines Res, one from Aug 27th to Sept 2nd, two from Sept 4th 
to 16th, three on Sept 17th, one from Sept 22nd to 29th and one from Oct 11th to 
16th (CL, AVM, PN et al). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Sept 9th was photographed (JAS). 

Beddington SF, a juvenile from July 26th to 29th and two on Oct 15th (BBR). 


A truly awful year for this species in the London Area. It was the first time in 31 
years that none has wintered and the spring passage consisted, quite unbelievably, 
of only one record (of two birds). Until very recently, this species was guaranteed 
in good numbers in both passage periods at the favoured site of Staines Res; 
conditions were not right there in the spring as it was drained but there was no 
excuse in the autumn when a poor passage was especially disappointing for this 
site. It is difficult to speculate on the reasons for this decline in passage birds and 
complete absence of wintering individuals, and we can only hope that the situation 
improves in 1995. 


Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 
Status: rare visitor. 
Inner London: River Thames at Tower Bridge, one flew E on Feb 14th (MAH). 


This record co-incided with fierce easterly winds and driving rain. Only the 27th 
record for the London Area and the first since two were logged in 1991. 
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Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 


‘Status: rare visitor, usually in autumn. 


Rainham Marsh, one flew upriver on Aug 28th (SRP). 


A single record on a typical autumn date. 


Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
Status: rare visitor, often during ‘wreck’ conditions. 


1989 Additional Record 
Ashtead, nr Leatherhead, one picked up on Dec 27th and later released (W Attridge 
per Surrey Bird Club). 


This late record takes the number of individuals involved in the December 1989 
wreck to five. 


Cormorant : Phalacrocorax carbo 


Status: recently established breeding resident at one site, common elsewhere 
especially in winter. 


The breeding colony at Walthamstow Res continued to expand at a rapid pace 
with 136 nests counted (GJW) compared with 58 nests in 1993, 30 in 1992 and 
five in 1991. This development is particularly remarkable when London’s first 
breeding record was as recent as 1987. 


The species continues to increase throughout the Area with many sites where it 
was formerly only a scarce visitor or occasional flyover, now recording birds on a 
regular basis. Large counts from sites which held more than 100 birds during the 
year, other particularly interesting records and a summary of Inner London records 
are given below. 


Beckton, a count of 50 on Aug 23rd included birds ringed in Wales and at Abberton 
Res in Essex. Walthamstow Res, monthly maxima: 130 in January, 271 in February, 
227 in March, 157 in August, 81 in September, 347 in October, 143 in November 
and 99 in December. Wm Girling Res, 400 on Oct 8th. 

Hilfield Park Res, one on Oct 9th was ringed as a pullus at Abberton Res, Essex 
in May 1994. 

Queen Mary Res, monthly max: January - 72, February - 142, March - 39, 
September - 41, October - 137, November - 68 and December - 51. Jnner London: 
flyover birds widely reported in groups numbering up to eight birds. Maxima in 
the parks up to 15 in both winter periods in Regent’s Park and 11 in Hyde Park on 
DEC GSE 

Queen Mother Res, 119 on Nov 27th and 158 on Dec 31st. Wraysbury GP, 119 on 
October 9th. 

Thamesmead, peak counts of 121 in September and 101 in October. 

Barn Elms Res, peak counts of 247 on Mar 13th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, peak 
counts of 160 on Aug 4th, 118 on Sept 11th, 385 on Nov 12th and 375 on Dec 7th. 
Walton Res, peak counts of 184 on Sept 11th and 105 on Nov 6th. Jnner London: 
birds seen on the Inner Thames throughout the year with a maximum of 25 counted 
between Tower and Battersea Bridges on Sept 25th. 
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Red-necked Grebe at Queen Mother Res (photos: J.A. Simpson) 
TOP LEFT - November 1993, TOP RIGHT - June 1994, BOTTOM LEFT - June 1994, 
BOTTOM RIGHT - October 1994. 
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Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 


Status: irregular visitor, occasionally in good numbers. Usually occurs in winter 
but may stay for long periods. 


Aveley, one on Feb 15th (GRE). Rainham Marsh, one on Dec 10th (MKD). Wm 
Girling Res, two adults on Feb 14th and 15th (SC; et al). 

Brent Res, one seen on five dates between May 9th and June 8th (WGn, ASMS et 
al). Millwall Docks, one on Mar 4th (JAr). Wood Green Res, one on Mar 13th 
(JRB). Inner London: Regent’s Park, one flew over with Cormorants on Mar 28th 
(ARD). 

Horton GP, one from Mar 26th to June Ist (BDC, CDRH, JER et al) was 
presumably the Queen Mother Res bird. Queen Mother Res, one from Jan Ist to 
Mar 5th when it was joined by a second bird (CL, JAS et al) and again on 
intermittent dates from June 23rd to Aug 4th (JAS). 

Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Feb 13th and 15th (SWR). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Sept 17th (BEBG). Beddington SE, one on Feb 21st (BBR). 
River Thames at Hampton Court, one on Mar 17th (SJS). River Thames at Molesey, 
one on Oct 10th (SJS). Inner London: River Thames at Blackfriars Bridge, three 
on Mar 8th (GBO). 


Fourteen records for the year is a more normal showing after the huge influx of 
this usually scarce visitor in 1993. There were no particularly obvious influxes 
this year but the Bucks bird was notable for the length of its stay. 


Bittern Botaurus stellaris 


Status: rare winter visitor which has become more regular in recent years, often 
returning to favoured sites. 


Amwell GP, one on Nov 13th (MI, BR).Cheshunt GP, two remaining from 1993 
were present on Seventy Acres GP until Jan 5th after which one was present until 
Mar 16th. Later in the year, one arrived back on Oct 13th (exactly the same date 
as in 1993!); this was joined by a second from Nov 17th until Dec 15th when 
three were present to Dec 29th when one disappeared but two remained to the 
year end (TJH, MJO et al). Rye Meads, one remaining from 1993 was present 
until Jan 22nd (GJW et al). Slipe Lane GP, one on Dec 26th (SCr). Stocker’s 
Lake, one on Dec 22nd (PC). 

Broadwater GP, one from Oct 24th to Nov Ist (CL et a/) was later seen in Bucks. 
North Iver SE one on Feb 6th (CWd). Tilehouse South GP, one on Nov 28th and 
again on Dec 9th and in early 1995 (DRr) - this was the bird originally seen at 
Broadwater GP. Wraysbury GP, one often elusive individual on intermittent dates 
from Jan 9th to Mar 7th and one from Dec 16th into 1995 (mo). | 
Littlebrook GP, one on Dec 15th (BEW). 


Once again, the Lea Valley proved an excellent place to see this elusive species 
in 1994 with birds often showing well in front of Waverley Hide at Cheshunt GP. 
Early in the year, a total of five birds appeared in the London Area, a good showing 
in itself, but in the second winter period no less than ten birds were logged - a 
truly exceptional number. This species has certainly become more regular in recent 
years in the London Area and, thanks particularly to the Cheshunt GP birds, there 
can be few areas in Britain where the species is easier to see in the winter months. 
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1993 - Additional Record 
Broadwater GP, one on Jan 6th (GAR). 


Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


Brent Res, one seen in fading light on May 19th was aged as a first-summer 
(SEB, RBd, ASMS et al). 


This bird was seen by only a select few of the regular Brent Res watchers and 
could not be re-found the following morning despite much searching. The eighth 
London record and the fourth in May. Accepted by the British Birds Rarities 
Committee. c 


Little Egret Egretta garzetta 


Status: rare vagrant which has become much more regular in recent years as 
national records have increased. 


Amwell GP, one on May 29th (BR, GJW). Hilfield Park Res, one on Sept 4th 
(GSE, JFe). 

Potters Bar, one on Dec 23rd (EFt, MFf). Staines Res, one on May 15th (DJMs, 
AVM, PN et al). 


Another good year for this species in the London Area with four records taking 
the Area total to 15. The increase in this species in southern Britain in recent 
years is well known but it is still a very good find away from the coast. A record 
from Beddington SF remains unreported to the Society. 


Egret sp Egretta sp 


Beddington SF, one seen from this site at great distance flying over Croydon on 
Apr 25th was certainly an egret and probably a Little Egret (NP). 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Status: common breeding resident. 


A large increase in the number of reported nests with 392 against 309 in 1993. 
This was thanks largely to the discovery of three ‘new’ heronies which contained 
46 nests in total. However, this still indicates a ‘real’ increase of 37 nests which 
is encouraging. The largest concentration was once again at Walthamstow Res 
which holds the second largest heronry in Britain. All breeding records and the 
largest counts away from breeding sites are given. 


Waltham Abbey Wood, 36 nests in the MOD RARDE site (24 in 1993 and 30 in 
1992). Walthamstow Res, 116 occupied nests (138 in 1993). Dagenham Chase, 
19 on July Ist, 14 on Oct 12th and 18 on Nov 13th. 

Amwell GP, one nest. Stocker’s Lake, 58 occupied nests (43+ in 1993). 
Verulamium Lake, three pairs bred (1 in 1993). An interesting observation came 
from Rye Meads on Oct 22nd where one was seen to land with a live mole in its 
bill which it killed with one stab and swallowed whole! 

Broadwater GP, 40 occupied nests (same as 1993). Kempton Park, 35 occupied 
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nests. Osterley Park, seven occupied nests (8 in 1993). Syon Park, three occupied 
nests (17 in 1993). Yiewsley GP, ten occupied nests (5 in 1993). Maximum counts 
away from breeding sites in the sector were 32 at Stain Hill Res on Jan 16th and 
16 at Brent Res on Dec 6th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, 15 occupied nests (22 
in 1993), the decrease reflecting a reduction in suitable nesting habitat. 
Wraysbury GP, monthly maxima: January - 21, February - 23, March - 29, April - 
5, September - 6, October - 16, November - 11, December - 4. 

Swanscombe Marsh, a small heronry was found in a wood between Swanscombe 
and Greenhithe but number of nests unknown. Thamesmead, ten on July Ist and 
14 on Aug Ist. 

Bookham Common, five occupied nests (6 or 7 in 1993). Brentford Ait, 12 occupied 
nests (8 in 1993). Gatton Lake, 18 occupied nests (19 in 1993). Isleworth Ait, ten 
occupied nests (same as 1993). Nower Wood, one nest. Richmond Park, seven 
occupied nests. Inner London: Battersea Park, 15 occupied nests (9 in 1993). 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
Status: common breeding resident 


The number of breeding pairs for the past five years in each county is given in the 
following table. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
1990 16 G/® 13 7 1 4 61 
1991 12 22 13 7 3) 3 3 63 
Ieee 13 27 8 6 4 6 8 72 
1993 20 16 9 4 9 6 12 76 
1994 21 18 11 6 9 6 12 83 


Yet another increase in the number of breeding pairs (for the fourth consecutive 
year) providing more evidence that the ban on use of lead shot by fisherman is 
having a positive effect on the numbers and productivity of this species in the 
London Area. This increase was also apparent from the increased counts outside 
the breeding season. The largest counts are given under respective counties below. 


King George V Res, 42 on Sept 28th and 52 on Oct 3rd. Walthamstow Res, 40 in 
May, 43 in June, 76 in July, 54 in August, 42 in September and 22 in October. 
Amwell GP, 44 on July 16th, 43 on Aug 6th, 32 on Sept 20th, 23 on Nov 2nd. 
Bury Lake, 35 on Jan 9th, 85 on Feb 27th, 69 on Mar 4th, 61 on Apr Ist, 43 on 
May 18th, 44 on Aug 13th and 35 on Nov 15th. Cheshunt GP, 56 on Sept 6th and 
58 on Oct 9th. Waltham Cross GP, 62 on Dec 30th. 

Broadwater GP, 57 on Sept 9th, 91 on Oct 23rd, 102 on Nov Sth and 104 on Dec - 
11th. Bushy Park, monthly max: January - 50, February - 95, March - 62, April - 
84, May- 62, June - 66, July - 42, August - 38, October - 58, November - 91, 
December - 112. Staines Res, 35 on June 12th and 53 on Sept 11th. Inner London: 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, monthly max: January - 19, February - 24, March 
- 24, April - 19, May - 20, December - 29. 

Wraysbury GP, monthly max: January - 114, February - 89, March - 61, July - 27, 
August - 29, September - 52, October - 63, November - 59, December - 7. 
River Thames at Molesey, 102 in January and February, 128 on August 6th and 
72 on Nov 29th. Thorpe Water Park, 45 on Jan 16th and 63 on Oct 16th. 
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Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus 
Status: scarce migrant, usually in autumn, and winter visitor. 


Amwell GP, four flew N on Nov 2nd (BR, DLg) and five on Dec 14th (DLg). 
Stanborough Lakes, a ‘rather tame bird’ on Dec 17th (MDR). Woodoaks Farm, 
Maple Cross, one on Dec 22nd and 27th carried a blue neck collar number 526P 
and had been ringed on the Pechora River in summer 1992 (RRD et ai). 


A very poor year for this scarce migrant and winter visitor to the London Area 
with only four records, all in Herts, one of which was probably an escape. Even 
poorer was the complete*absence of a definite record of Whooper Swan in 1994. 


0154/0155 Wild swan species Cygnus cygnus or columbianus 
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Beddington SF, six flew over low from the NW on Nov 6th (NRS) may have been 
Whooper Swans. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 


Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers. Often 
difficult to ascertain whether odd birds are wild or escaped/feral. 


See also Appendix I for obviously escaped/feral birds. 


Walthamstow Res, two on Nov 20th (PL). 

Amwell GP, one first year bird from Feb 5th to 20th (BR et al). 

Chipstead Lake, six on Apr lst seemed nervous and probably wild (TRS). 
Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Sept 29th and two on Nov 27th may have been wild 
(SWR). Swanscombe Marsh, 45+ on Jan 15th (PBr). 

Sanderstead, a flock heard moving over heading between E and S on Nov 6th 
(JBi). 


After the excellent showing in 1993, it was back down to earth with a bump for 
this species in 1994. Only one good-sized flock was seen (as opposed to heard) 
and some of the other records may have involved feral or escaped birds. 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 
Status: common feral breeding resident. 


As usual, widely reported across the region from gravel pits, lakes and reservoirs. 
Breeding records (with number of pairs or broods in parentheses) and large counts 
are given below. The usual huge counts were reported from Sevenoaks Reserve. 


Belhus Woods CP (6). Corbets Tey (1); 24 on Jan 16th. Fishers Green (1). Hall 
Marsh Scrape (2). Walthamstow Res (3). 

Amwell GP (1). Springwell Lake, 25 on Aug 6th. Stocker’s Lake (1); up to 61 in 
August. 

Broadwater GP, 40 on Jan 8th. Springfield Marina (3). Jnner London: Hyde Park/ 
Kensington Gardens, maximum counts were: 34 in June, 40 in September, 68 in 
November and 82 in December; one died due to botulism. Regent’s Park, 53 on 
July 1st was highest count for the year. St James’s Park, 41 eggs were pricked and 
no young hatched this year. 

Wraysbury GP, 14 on Nov 6th. 
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Holmethorpe SP (1); up to 30 early in the year, 60 on Aug 27th and 41 on Oct 
15th. 

Darenth Lake (1+); 35 on Mar 12th. Ruxley GP (1). Sevenoaks Reserve, monthly 
maxima: January - 128, February - 96, March - 98, June - 180, July -178, August 
- 341, September - 230, October - 258, November - 46. 


Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
Status: very common feral breeding resident; controlled. 


The status of this common feral species in the London Area was examined in 
detail by Baker, 1992 (LBR 56: 175-182) and readers are referred to that paper. 
As part of the ongoing programme to control numbers, many eggs were pricked 
particularly at Inner London sites. Whilst this action seems to be having the desired 
effect at those sites chosen (e.g. the Royal Parks and Hampstead Heath where 
very few young were hatched) the species is still increasing at other sites such as 
Beddington SF and in the Lea Valley. During 1994, 1,745 were ringed in London 
as part of a three year programme to monitor movements. Localities with five or 
more broods or breeding pairs (numbers in parentheses) and the highest counts 
from sites holding 300 or more birds at some time during the year are given 
below. 


Belhus Woods CP (5). Fishers Green (7). Hainault Forest (7). Nazeing GP, 400 
on June 13th. Walthamstow Res (40); monthly max: January - 184, February - 
157, March - 218, April - 194, May - 516, June - 1,032, July - 1,158, August - 
494, September - 225, October - 285, November - 213, December - 203. Wanstead 
Park (8). 

Amwell GP (27). Batchworth Lake (69 goslings on June 12th). Stocker’s Lake, 
150 young raised; 410 on Aug 8th. 

Alexandra Park (16). Staines Res, 415 on Aug 21st. Inner London: Hyde Park/ 
Kensington Gardens, monthly maxima: March - 254, April - 90, May - 112, June 
- 313, July - 211, August - 273, September - 266, November - 233, December - 
211; 190 eggs were pricked and 30 birds were reported to have died from botulism. 
Wraysbury GP (bred - 72 goslings noted on June 12th), monthly max: January - 
82, February - 144, March - 124, April - 61, May - 92, June - 121, July - 177, 
August - 215, September - 329, October - 117, November - 71, December - 160. 
Beddington SF (11). 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla 


Status: formerly scarce migrant and winter visitor, greatly increased in recent 
years especially in November. 


King George V Res, 39 on Mar Ist, two on Oct 17th (PJV), five on Nov 3rd 
(AMn) and 85 on Nov 11th which flew in from the NE and departed SW without 
landing (PJV). Sewardstone, one from Apr 12th to 17th (SCr, PJV et al). Wm 
Girling Res, four on Mar 27th (SCr, PJV), 11 on Nov Sth and two on Dec 9th 
(PJV). 

Amwell GP, one on Oct 27th (TA, BR). 

Brent Res, 42 on Nov 5th (WGn). Bruce Castle Park/Tottenham Cemetery, two 
flew over on Oct 17th (DL, PL). Hampstead Heath, seven flew S on Nov 13th 
(PWD, MAH). Staines Res, 61 on Nov Sth (MSW). 
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Queen Mother Res, 89 flew N/NW in four flocks on Nov 5th (CDRH, DJMs, JAS). 
Addlestone, one at Panels Farm on Feb 23rd (MBL). Barn Elms Res, 11 flew W 
on Nov 5th (MRH, JPPW) and one flew SE on Nov 28th (NPS). Beddington SF, 
one on Feb 17th, 14 flew S in two flocks on Nov 3rd, nine flew SE on Nov Sth, 
one flew S on Nov 10th and 43 flew S on Nov 28th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, two 
on Feb 15th (GWJH) and 24 on Feb 17th (PK). Queen Elizabeth II Res, nine at 
dawn on Nov 5th flew off SW (SJS). South Norwood CP, 36 flew W on Oct 17th 
(DJD). 


Another good year for this species with a particularly notable influx on Nov 5th 
when a total of 171 birds were reported from six sites (some duplication may 
have been involved). November is the key month for this species in the London 
Area and of the 24 records listed above, 14 or 58% occurred during this month. 


Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 


Status: uncommon feral breeding resident, recently established in the north-east 
of the Area. 


One pair bred but all chicks died and another pair was present . It seems that the 
adult population of this bird in the Lea Valley stands at five birds. The records in 
Middx and Surrey were more unusual. All records are given or summarised below. 


Fishers Green, two on Apr 24th, one pair in summer and two on Dec 22nd. Ilford, 
one in South Park on Dec 21st. Nazeing GP, up to four for much of the year with 
five in June, no breeding attempt this year. 

Amwell GP, one pair all year with a second visiting on occasion; nest with nine 
eggs found on Jan 30th and four young hatched on Feb 17th but none survived; 
second brood hatched on Apr 24th but again no success. Cheshunt GP, two on 
Dec 22nd. Stanborough Lakes, one on May 15th. 

Brent Res, one on Nov 26th. 

Holmethorpe SP, a first winter bird on Aug 11th and 12th. 


Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 


Status: decreasing breeding resident on Lower Thames, regular visitor to major 
inland waters where it breeds in small numbers. 


Reported widely throughout the Area but the number of breeding pairs reported 
was down again and counts on the Lower Thames were hardly inspiring. There is 
genuine cause for concern over the future of this species on the Lower Thames 
where habitat destruction is undoubtedly having an adverse effect. Breeding records 
(with number of pairs or broods in parentheses) and highest counts in each sector 
are given below. 


Albert Basin, Royal Dock (1). Barking Bay (2). Dagenham Chase (1). King 
George V Res (1). Rainham Marsh (5). West Thurrock (1). The highest counts at 
principal localities along the Lower Thames are given in the following table and 
the co-ordinated low tide counts for the whole of the Lower Thames produced 
224 in January and 270 in February. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Barking 96 96 74 72 43 - 110 42 110 87 136 8193 
Rainham 100 60 60 55 45 20 25 30 11 80 100 100 
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Amwell GP (2). Stocker’s Farm (1). Tyttenhanger GP (1). 
Queen Mary Res, 20 on Mar 19th. Staines Res (1). Wraysbury Res (2). 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Staines Res 16 360 46 4 68 68 18 20 3 1 3 3 


Horton GP (1). Queen Mother Res, 16 flew N with the movement of Brent Geese 
on Nov Sth. | 

Dartford Marsh, maximum counts were very low in 1994 with 24 on Apr 30th 
being the largest. Swanscombe Marsh, 31 on Feb 18th. 

Beddington SF, a number present in breeding season but no young seen. Dulwich 
Park, one feral pair produced 14 young. Holmethorpe SP (1). Queen Elizabeth II 
Res (1). Walton Res, 17 on June 23rd. 


Mandarin Aix galericulata 
Status: established, locally common, feral breeding resident. 


A good spread of counts including some large roost gatherings at Grovelands 
Park and a very large count from Buckland in Surrey - a good indication of just 
how many of this attractive feral species are present in the south and south-west 
of our Area. All breeding records are given below (number of pairs or broods in 
parentheses) together with large counts. Observers are encouraged to continue 
submitting all records to enable on-going monitoring of the pattern for this species. 


Connaught Water (4+); up to 31 in September, 13 in October, 17 in November 
and 13 in December. Epping Forest (excluding Connaught Water) (2). 
Panshanger Park (1); 20 on Mar 20th. 

Bushy Park (2). Grovelands Park, a series of excellent roost counts late in the 
year included 30 on Sept 20th, 58 on Oct 2nd, 60 on Oct 5th and 61 (a record 
count for the site) on Nov 8th. Kempton Park (1). Osterley Park (2). Stanmore 
Common (1). 

Wraysbury GP, reported on many dates with a maximum of five on July 30th. 
The species remains scarce in this sector with reports coming from only three 
sites - Keston Ponds (one date only), Ruxley GP and Sevenoaks Reserve. 
Bookham Common (1). Buckland, 120 flew in on the morning of May Ist with 
some staying all day. Burhill Allotments, Hersham (1). Epsom Common (3); 
maxima of 11 in January, 12 in March and 15 in July. Gatton Lake (2). Nower 
Wood (2). Richmond Park (1). Rushett Farm (2). West End Common (1). 


Wigeon : Anas penelope 
Status: common winter visitor, with occasional summer records. 


Good numbers of this attractive duck were reported at either end of the year but 
especially in January and February. There were three very interesting visible 
migration observations on Nov Sth when significant groups moved over Beddington 
SF, Queen Mother Res and Stocker’s Lake. The birds at Queen Mother were part 
of a very major movement of wildfowl logged on that date at that site. Monthly 
winter maxima from the main localities is given in the table below and is followed 
by a listing of summer occurrences and summary of other interesting records 
under their respective counties. 
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Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 
Hall Marsh 180 100 99 50 50 150 
Netherhall GP 120 150 . : - 130 
Rainham Marsh 52 400 35 40 100 70 
Amwell GP : 142 101 50 49 64 81 
Hilfield Park Res 101 138 45 64 70 110 
Broadwater GP 80 302 - 50 50 295 
Highway Farm, Harefield : 200 110 51 130 100 
Kempton Park Race Course - 376 - 19 49 180 
King George VI Res 258 123 9 78 408 167 
Stain Hill Res 425 12 57, 78 25 ons 
Wraysbury GP 241 200 23 207 312 74 
Thorpe Park 122 144 189 5 60 122 
Walton Res 110 46 42 - 129 322 


Amwell GP, one on May 30th. Cheshunt GP, 109 on Sept 5th. Hilfield Park Res, 
one on June 18th. Stocker’s Lake, 180 arrived on Nov 5th as part of the major 
movement of this species on that day. 

Ponders End Lake, one on June 30th. Staines Res, up to three in June and July. 
Stoke Newington Res, one on May 28th. 

Queen Mother Res, 160 flew W in five flocks on Nov 5th. 

Apart from the Rainham Marsh birds counted from the Dartford side of the river, 
the maximum count was 32 at Sevenoaks Reserve on Nov Sth. 

Beddington SF, 101 passed through in three flocks on Nov 5th. Richmond Park, 
96 on Nov 24th. 


Gadwall Anas strepera 
Status: local breeding resident and common winter visitor. 


There were some good-sized concentrations early in the year with decent counts 
coming from Walton Res and Wraysbury GP in particular. At the end of the year 
numbers were again good at Wraysbury but generally low elsewhere. Monthly 
maxima from some main sites are given in tabular form below and are followed 
by details of breeding birds and the remaining highest county counts. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Netherhall GP 150 80 90 . . 30 20 20 
Amwell GP 49 4] 19 - 83 80 92 96 
Hilfield Park Res 138 140 11 2. 47, 156! +; 140; ales 
Rye Meads 150 85 32 42 80 - 95 89 
Stocker’s Lake 104 120 10 - 24 4 43 25 
King George VI Res 56 86 - 17 - 30 60 34 
Stain Hill Res 10 8 47 4 51 79 109 244 
Staines Res 18 - 46 1] 114 29 9 - 
Tilehouse GP 87 82 49 - 6 - 20 12 
Wraysbury GP 327 * 340 61 4 206 374 286 212 
Barn Elms Res 62 59 64 5 11? sad 7k 55 76 
Thorpe Park ISS) +136 4 - - 102 91 88 
Walton Res 224 216 47 39 10 16 24 36 


Belhus Woods CP, one pair summered. Berwick Ponds, one or two pairs in summer. 
Hall Marsh, one brood seen. Rainham GP, two pairs summered; 65 on Oct 30th. 
Amwell GP, six broods seen. Cheshunt GP, two broods seen; 95 on Sept 17th. 
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Panshanger Park, one pair bred. Rye Meads, 13 broods totalling a minimum of 88 
young were noted. 

Brent Res, up to four in June but no evidence of breeding; 93 on Oct 30th. King 
George VI Res, two on June 12th. Staines Res, up to 52 present in June. Wraysbury 
Res, seven on June 10th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, two on Apr 22nd and May 
10th were thought to be wild. 

Old Slade GP, three males in June; 51 on Feb 13th. Wraysbury GP, two on June 
12th. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, 44 on Nov 28th was the best count in this sector. 
Beddington SF, up to four in summer but no young seen. Richmond Park, 88 on 
Dec 6th. Walton Res, up to 14 in June. 


Teal , Anas crecca 
Status: common winter visitor and rare breeder. 


There were no definite breeding records in 1994, although a typical scattering of 
birds were present in summer. After the very poor numbers reported in winter 
last year, 1994 produced a better showing but numbers remained much lower 
than has been the case in many previous years. There were counts exceeding 500 
birds at either end of the year, compared to none at all in 1993. Staines Res held 
good numbers of birds in both winter periods due to the excellent conditions 
there. Peak monthly counts from principal localities are shown in tabular form 
and details of summer records are given under respective counties in the text. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep. Oct Nov Dec 
Barking Bay 123) 33H 89 - - - - - 
Beckton 210 147 134 59 110 102 240 438 
Berwick Ponds 150 - 100 . LOOK 2000 180 5ee250 
Essex Filter Beds 78 oP) ID - - 79 61 83 
King George V Res 200 85 12 - = NOD MIO 230 
Rainham Marsh 450 335 50 50 =e OO Mil Ons 50 
Amwell GP 144 105 1S 25 35 49 83 96 
Rye House Marsh 38 29 26 15 58 70 43 102 
Kempton Park Res 150 40 15 9 80 44 21 46 
King George VI Res WY 91 - - SSB OA 47 
Staines Res Ss ie e200 314 358 243 264 
Sevenoaks Reserve 64 75 56 9 37] 65 79 90 
Thamesmead 65 146 70 4 100 - - - 
Barn Elms Res 137, 93 84 75 144 147 188 348 
Beddington SF 250 e250 31 2 47 57 - - 
Walton Res a nlO9SUELE6 74 40 162 268 466 107 


Berwick Ponds, two pairs summered. Dagenham Chase, two males in June. Hall 
Marsh Scrape, one in June. Rainham Marsh, two pairs in summer. 

Stocker’s Lake, a male in July. 

Brent Res, one pair summered. Staines Res, up to ten in June. 

Beddington SF, present in summer. Walton Res, two in June. 


1993 Correction 
The Teal counts listed in LBR 58 for King George V Res were in fact for Wm 
Girling Res. 
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Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 


Status: very common and widespread breeding resident with numbers increasing 
in winter. 


Once again it must be stressed that the numbers reported to the Society certainly 
do not represent a full picture of the status of this very common species which 
must be present on just about every pond, lake, river, reservoir and puddle in the 
Area!. As with many duck species, the conditions at Staines Reservoir in the 
autumn certainly suited Mallards and some very large counts were recorded. 
Highest county counts, other counts in excess of 300 and the larger breeding 
concentrations are given below. 


Rainham Marsh, up to 250 in January, 250 in November and 200 in December; 
12 pairs bred. The Lower Thames low tide count in January totalled 437 birds. 
Amwell GP, 387 on Jan 2nd, 350 on Sept 25th, 345 on Oct 15th, 519 on Nov 20th 
and 447 on Dec 4th. Panshanger Park, 642 on Oct 18th, no less than 500 of which 
had been released for shooting. Rickmansworth Aquadrome, 34 young counted 
on July 10th. Rye Meads, 23 pairs bred producing a minimum of 104 young. 
Hampstead Heath, minimum of 15 broods. Staines Res, up to 439 in August, 648 
in September, 230 in October, 384 in November and 172 in December. /nner 
London: Hyde Park, 81 birds died due to botulism between July 17th and Aug 
18th. This and the attentions of Lesser Black-backed Gulls kept duckling numbers 
very low with only six reaching maturity. Regent’s Park, 25 pairs bred. St James’s 
Park, at least 17 broods seen; maximum for the year was 162 in June. 

Barn Elms Res, up to 358 in November and 337 in early December. Beddington 
SF, 38 breeding territories were noted. Lonsdale Road Res, 15 pairs hatched 97 
young with many casualties reported in April especially. 


1993 Correction 
The counts listed under King George V Res were in fact combined counts from 
that site and Wm Girling Res. 


Pintail Anas acuta 


Status: passage migrant and winter visitor in small numbers. Very occasional 
summer records. Declining. 


Last year’s LBR commented upon the poor fortunes of this species in the Area 
especially at the former strongholds on the Lower Thames. The situation in 1994 
deteriorated even further with only one record from the Thames (a pair at Rainham 
on one date in January) - an almost unbelievable state of affairs given the species 
regularity there only a few years ago. Once again, the blame lies firmly at the 
door of the ‘developers’ of riverside habitat. There was a good sequence of records 
at Staines Res and also at a few of the other major waters. It now seems that the 
best chance of seeing this species in the London Area is during autumn migration 
in October and November or waiting for a lone bird or two to take up winter 
residence on a reservoir or gravel pit. All records are given or summarised. 


Berwick Ponds, one on Oct 27th. Dagenham Chase, one on Sept 25th. Fishers 
Green, one from Jan Ist to 4th and one present in June. Rainham Marsh, two on 
Jan Ist. Walthamstow Res, one on Dec 1 Ith. 
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Amwell GP, two from Jan 2nd to 9th when joined by a third, two from Jan 10th to 
Feb 13th, with one seen on Feb 26th and late birds seen on Apr 26th and May 
23rd. Cheshunt GP, one on Oct 9th. Maple Lodge NR, one intermittently from 
Oct 25th to Nov 7th. Panshanger Park, four on Feb 11th. Rye Meads, one on July 
9th. Stocker’s Lake, three on May 25th and singles on Oct 17th, Dec 12th and 
Dec 25th. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Aug 29th, Sept 2nd and Sept 16th. 

King George VI Res, one on Nov 19th and 24th. Queen Mary Res, 15 on Jan 14th. 
Staines Moor, one on Nov 6th. Staines Res, present from January to Apr 18th and 
again from Sept 24th to Dec 22nd with maxima of four in January, three in February, 
one in March, three in April, nine on Sept 24th and 11 on 25th, six in October, 
three in November and one in December. Stoke Newington Res, one on Sept 
ZAists 

Queen Mother Res, one on Jan 19th. Wraysbury GP, one on Feb 26th and 27th 
with two on Feb 28th and Mar 27th. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, two on Oct 23rd and 30th. 

Barn Elms Res, two on Sept 16th, two from Nov 10th to year end with five on 
Nov 20th and Dec 18th. Beddington SF, four on Oct 18th and five on 19th and 
four on Dec 3rd. Buckland SP, one on Dec Ist. Holmethorpe SP, three on Apr 
18th and 11 flew W on Nov Sth. Walton Res, one on Nov 2nd. 


1993 Additional Records 
Ponders End Lake, two on Feb 14th and not as stated in LBR 58. Rammey Marsh, 
two on Feb 17th and 27th. 


Garganey Anas querquedula 
Status: scarce passage migrant, very occasionally breeding. 


As in 1993, spring passage was a little thin with only three records. Autumn was 
completely different with a superb series of records especially in August. The 
sequence at Staines Res was outstanding and Barn Elms and Amwell also had 
excellent series. There was clearly a significant autumn influx of the species 
which, even when present, is not always obvious at this time of the year. In spring 
the first was recorded on Mar 25th and the last on May 29th and autumn passage 
lasted from July 20th to Oct 12th. To cap an excellent year there was a very 
unusual winter record with a male present at Barn Elms from Nov 11th to Dec 
22nd when it departed after a mild freeze. 


Berwick Ponds, one on Aug 21st (MKD). Hall Marsh, a male on May 29th (SC7r, 
JF) and one from Aug 14th to Sept 14th (TJH et al). Walthamstow Res, one on 
Aug 6th (DL, PL). 

Amwell GP, a pair on May 23rd (BR, GJW), singles on Aug 9th (BR) and 21st - 
(GFW), two from Aug 22nd to 31st (BR, GJW), one on Oct 3rd and 4th (BR) and 
finally one on Oct 12th (TA). Rye Meads, a male from July 20th to 23rd (RMRG 
et al). 

Stanwell Moor, a male from Mar 25th to 29th (CL et al) was also seen at Staines 
Moor on 26th (DJMs) and Staines Res on 28th (KLP). Staines Res, between one 
and five birds were reported on 21 dates between July 26th and Aug 24th (CL, 
AVM, PN et al); five were noted on Aug 5th with more usually three being reported. 
Barn Elms Res, one from July 29th to Aug 4th (CL, NPS), three on Aug 12th, four 
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on 13th (CL), three on 14th (MC, JPPW), one on 28th (LBi) and finally an 


immature male from Nov 11th to Dec 22nd (CL, FJM, NPS et a/). Walton Res, 


two on Aug 27th (JGs, DMH), four on Sept 10th (DMH) and one on Sept 12th 
(SJS). 


Shoveler_ - Anas clypeata 


Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor; scarce breeder but birds often 
recorded in summer. 


Only three broods were noted this year and two of these were at the same site - 
Hall Marsh. There were many other June and July records some of which were 
thought to involve summering birds but most were probably early returning autumn 
migrants - a phenomenon which has been noted before in this report. It is usually 
the early autumn passage which produces the highest counts for the year but 1994 
was somewhat exceptional as the very large counts came from Walton Res in 
October, November and December when numbers were very impressive indeed. 
Barn Elms also held impressive numbers in November and December but 
elsewhere the larger counts were more predictably in September and October. 
Details of breeding and summering birds, peak monthly counts from all locations 
where more than 100 were recorded sometime during the year in tabular form 
and notable Inner London records are all given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Walthamstow Res 63 18 - - 165 HG iF a5 
Amwell GP 116 24 6 2 82 133 10G"=anee 
Stocker’s Lake 70 =148 77 . 31 32 36 43 
Broadwater GP - - - - - 180 100 100 
Kempton Park Res 150 40 17 . - - 28 33 
King George VI Res 116 =134 - - 72 246 = 161 83 
Stain Hill Res 48 44 61 - 142° 128 - 52 
Staines Res 61 45 126 37 1326259 2 - 
Wraysbury Res 110 =126 13 - 45° 138s;9aldS 82 
Wraysbury GP 62 - 8 2 212 97 39 51 
Barn Elms Res tsyh = HN ag} 5 91, 170: 2260259 
Walton Res 65 80 76 20 137 431 588 438 


Berwick Ponds, one or two pairs in summer. Dagenham Chase, one male in June. 
Hall Marsh Scrape, five pairs in summer; two broods seen. Rainham Marsh, two 
pairs summered. Sewardstone, a pair on June 13th. Walthamstow Res, one female 
and up to four males in summer. 

Amwell GP, up to two in June. Stocker’s Lake, a pair on June 4th. 

Brent Res, one pair summered. Staines Res, four in early June had increased to 
15 by month end. /nner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, up to 36 in 
January; no other counts exceeding seven but present in February and from Sept 
27th to year-end. . 

Chipstead Lake, 100 in November and December was a good count for this site. 
Beddington SF, one brood of ten seen in late July. 


1993 Correction 
The counts listed under King George V Res were in fact combined counts from 
that site and Wm Girling Res. 
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Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor with true status clouded by frequent escapes. 


This is a nightmare species to record in the London Area due to the large number 
of free-flying escapes present. Many of the records below certainly relate to these 
but due to the difficulty of working out origins all records are listed here together, 
except from sites where the species is known to be kept in collections in which 
case any records have been disregarded. Make your own mind up! Very occasionally 
wild birds must make it into the London Area but they are certainly rare and 
perhaps best looked for with autumn or hard weather influxes of Aythya species. 


King George V Res, a female from Sept 22nd to 25th (RMC, ACy, AMrz et al). 
Cheshunt GP, one on Aug 25th and a female from Sept 9th to 29th (TJH et al). 
Hilfield Park Res, one from Mar 23rd to 31st and on Apr 23rd (GSE, SHM). 
Stocker’s Lake, a male from Jan 3rd to Mar 3rd (RRD et al), two males from July 
19th to Aug 28th (RRD et a/), one on Oct 19th (AMf) and two (one male) from 
Oct 23rd intermittently to Nov 5th (RRD et ai). 

Broadwater GP, one on Jan 2nd (JE). Bushy Park, escapes on Nov 6th (2) and Dec 
29th (7) (RJM, MS). Parkside Farm, Enfield, one on Mar 10th (RMC). Stocker’s 
West GP, one on Jan 3rd (JE, AVM). Stoke Newington Res, recorded in January, 
February and August to year end with maxima of seven in early December (JG/) 
- these are certainly not wild birds! Trent Park, one on Feb 19th (RMC). 
Horton/Wraysbury GP, an adult male reported on eight dates between Oct 24th 
and Dec 18th (AVM, PN, JAS). 

Thamesmere Lakes, one on Oct 4th (NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, a male on June 14th, another male on Aug 10th, three on Sept 
16th and a female on Oct 18th (RGr, NPS, JPPW et al). Lonsdale Road Res, at 
least two and up to three present between Sept 16th and Oct 16th (SBr, VEH). 
Thorpe Water Park, many records but the species is kept in the collection there so 
all records are disregarded. 


1993 Correction 

Stoke Newington Res, the entry in LBR 58 should read: two on Mar 28th, five on 
Sept 19th and 24th then an average of four birds to year end, but maxima of six on 
Nov 14th, five on Dec 7th and six on Dec 12th (JG/, PJL). 


Pochard Aythya ferina 
Status: common winter visitor and migrant, scarce but regular breeder. 


The total number of broods seen/summering pairs of this nationally rare breeding 
species has been fairly stable in the past few years and about 58 broods were 
recorded in 1994. The breeding concentrations in the Royal Parks especially but 
also in the Berwick Ponds/Rainham GP area must be nationally significant for 
the species. Once again, several observers commented on low survival rates of 
broods. 


There were no particularly large moulting flocks in late summer/early autumn 
but the late autumn and winter gathering at Staines was spectacular. Feeding 
conditions were clearly absolutely spot-on there, as has been the case previously 
with this reservoir after it has been drained and refilled - winter 1986/87 for 
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example. The flock there was in fact the largest seen in the London Area since 


‘the massive raft of 5,000 which frequented the same site in 1979/80. 


Details of breeding and summering birds, peak monthly counts from localities 
which held more than 150 birds during the year in tabular form, the remaining 
highest counts in each county and notable Inner London records are given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Walthamstow Res 202 + 184 88 143 100 186 224 195 
Stocker’s Lake 135 52 4] - - Sy 235\) el63 
Broadwater GP 200 100 - - 100 300 200 500 
Staines Res 23 21 2 244 275 2400 3000 3200 
Wraysbury GP 189 212 274 79 355 326 412 440 
Walton Res : 250 54 B) 3 10 23 82 32 


Berwick Ponds, five pairs summered; at least two broods seen. Dagenham Chase. 
a male in early June. Fishers Green, one brood seen; 200 on Dec 18th. Rainham 
GP, five pairs summered; four broods seen. Walthamstow Res, four broods seen. 
Amwell GP, two broods seen; 136 on Dec 4th. Cheshunt GP, one brood of four 
seen. Rye Meads, one brood of three seen. Stocker’s Lake, four broods seen; none 
survived. 

Alexandra Park, two pairs bred. Bedfont Lakes, one brood seen. Boxer’s Lake, 
Enfield, one brood seen. Finsbury Park, two broods seen. Lordship Lane Recreation 
Ground, one brood of two seen. The Causeway NR, two broods seen. Jnner London: 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, two broods seen; maximum for the year of 20 on 
May 9th. Regent’s Park, twenty pairs bred. St James’s Park, at least five broods 
seen; maxima of 51 on Mar 18th an Apr 7th and 30 on Dec 14th. 

Littlebrook Lake, 59 on Oct 20th. 

Barn Elms Res, one brood seen. Dulwich Mill Pond, one brood seen. Richmond 
Park, one brood seen on Pen Ponds. 


1993 Additional Record 
Walthamstow Res, three pairs bred. 


Ferruginous Duck | Aythya nyroca 


Status: rare autumn and winter visitor but many records probably refer to escaped 
birds. 


Cheshunt GP, the adult male on North Metropolitan Pit from 1993 was seen until 
Jan 22nd and presumably the same, also tame, male reappeared on Dec 26th 
remaining to year end (TJH, MJO et al). 


As commented upon in last year’s LBR, this bird, although unringed, became 
very approachable during the course of its stay and is best regarded as an escape. 


Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 


There was a 45 per cent increase in the number of broods reported compared 
with 1993 but the corresponding increase in the number of sites was only 13 per 
cent. This represents an excellent breeding season and many sites reported 
increased numbers of broods and survival rates. These increases were most 
apparent in Essex, Inner London and Surrey. : 
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E H M IL B IS S Total 

1994 - Broods 60 79 29 53 10 9 53 293 
- Sites 15 9 11 4 4 4 itil 58 
1993 - Broods 39 75 29 20 11 13 15 202 
- Sites 11 10 8 D) 5 4 11 51 


Large moulting flocks once again built up in the Lea Valley and the aggregate 
number present in August was some 10% higher than in 1993. As with Pochard, 
winter numbers at Staines Res were excellent and it seems that the large moulting 
flock from King George VI Res transferred allegiance to Staines for the winter. 
Other healthy winter counts came from Walthamstow Res, Broadwater GP and 
Wraysbury GP. Peak monthly counts from all localities that held 500 or more 
birds sometime during the year in tabular form, the remaining highest counts in 
each county, large breeding concentrations and notable Inner London records are 
all given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


King George V Res 300 210 100 59557 50054) 240) 4628519 350 
Walthamstow Res 781 740 664 7 32i a UOAS O84 a5 S08 
Wm Girling Res - - - 1331 - - - - 
Broadwater GP 1200 - - - - 500 600 650 
King George VI Res 32 10 - 1049 =140 32 27 6 
Staines Res 8 12 44 SiSi SOsr elOOOmLOSsey 251 
Wraysbury GP 691 874 679 SON FOS0 Ol Si 7/235 823 


Netherhall GP, up to 400 in January. Walthamstow Res, 21 broods noted. 
Amwell GP, 14 broods seen. Rye Meads, 19 pairs bred producing 67+ young; 390 
on Aug 21st. Stocker’s Lake, 15 broods noted. 

Brent Res, eight broods seen; 330 in November. Wraysbury Res, 442 on Aug 19th. 
Inner London: Hyde Park, four broods seen. Regent’s Park, 14 pairs bred; 144 on 
Jan 1st. St James’s Park, at least 25 broods seen; 118 on Dec 14th. 

Tilehouse GP, 200 on Feb 27th. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, 262 on Jan 8th and 301 on Dec 4th. Thamesmead, 232 in 
January and 394 in November. 

Beddington SF, 13 territories reported. Walton Res, 237 on Apr 10th. Inner London: 
Surrey Docks, one brood seen. 


Scaup Aythya marila 
Status: regular but uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant. 


Beckton, a female/immature on the Thames on Dec 17th (PS). Fairlop Water, a 
first-winter male from Nov 10th to Dec 17th (AAB et a/). King George V Res, a 
female on Apr 8th and an immature male on Sept 20th (PJV). Walthamstow Res, 
a female on Feb 20th (PL). Wm Girling Res, a first-winter male on Jan 8th (SCr) 
and five (2 males) on Feb 28th (PJV). 

Amwell GP, an immature female on Jan 3rd (GJW) and a female or immature on 
Oct 3rd (MI, BR). 

Bedfont Lakes, an immature male on Feb 18th (JHt, DWN). Brent Res, one on 
Feb 16th (LAB). Staines Res, an excellent series of records between Sept 26th 
and Dec 9th amongst the huge flocks of Aythya species present at this time: three 
on Sept 26th,,one on 29th, two on Oct 2nd, one from Oct 7th to 23rd, three on Oct 
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30th, two from Oct 31st to Nov 27th, one on Dec 4th and one on Dec 9th (CL, 


-APG, AVM, DJMs et al). Wraysbury Res, one on Dec 9th (CL). 


Horton GP, an immature male from Jan 2nd to Feb 16th when it was joined by a 
female; both stayed until Apr 16th (JAS et al). 
Littlebrook Lake, two on Oct 20th and three on 22nd and 29th (AJM, BEW). 


It is difficult to give a total number of records this year due to the uncertain 
movements at Staines Res but it was a typical year given the lack of hard weather 
which is required to bring large numbers of this species in the Area. There was 
small influx in February when birds appeared at four sites and the Staines birds 
clearly found the company of other Aythya ducks and the excellent feeding 
conditions there very much to their liking. 


Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 
Status: scarce but annual winter visitor. 


Fairlop Water, a first-winter male from Nov 20th into 1995 (AAB, NJI et al). 
Tilehouse GP, a female intermittently from Jan 23rd to Apr 17th and on Oct 29th 
(RRD, AVM, DRr et al); same bird as at Broadwater GP. 

Broadwater GP, a female present intermittently from Jan 2nd to Apr 30th and 
from Nov 13th to Dec 29th (CL, PN, JAT et a/). 


Only one new bird arrived in the area in 1994 and that was yet another long- 
stayer, this time at Fairlop Water. The Broadwater/Tilehouse female has now 
appeared in each winter since first being found at Broadwater in October 1991 - 
an unprecedented four-year series for the London Area. She clearly likes the Colne 
Valley. 


1993 Correction 
The first autumn date at Broadwater GP should be Oct 24th and not Oct 31st as 
published in LBR 58. 


Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 
Status: passage migrant and occasional winter visitor; never common. 


King George V Res, a female on Jan 9th (mo), one on July 31st, three on Aug Sth 
and two on Nov 12th (PJV et al). Nazeing GP, six (5 males) on Apr 19th (ADg et 
al). Rainham Marsh, two on the Thames on Apr 10th (SRP). Wm Girling Res, 
seven (6 males) on June 28th, four (2 males) on July 14th, one male on July 31st 
and one on Oct 13th (PJV). 

Cheshunt GP, 13 on May 23rd (SCr). Stocker’s Lake, a female from June 26th to 
28th (RRD, AVM ef al). 

Queen Mary Res, six female/immature types on Nov 5th (DJMs). Staines Res, 
five on Nov 5th (DJMs). 

Queen Mother Res, an immature male from Jan 17th to 21st (FRC, CL, JAS ef 
al), an adult male on May 27th (JAS), five (1 adult male) on May 30th (JAS) and 
14 flew SW in two flocks on Nov Sth (CDRH, JAS). 

Beddington SF, a female on Nov 5th (BBR). Walton Res, a male from July 10th to 
13th (DMH, SJS et ai). 
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A reasonable showing in 1994 with 21 records including some decent flocks. The 
calendar spread was typical with records in nine months of the year but only one 
record in winter. This species is worth looking for on major waters at almost any 
time of the year but most especially in spring and late summer/autumn. 


Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 
Status: rare passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Old Slade GP, three immatures, probably males, on Nov 29th (DR7v). 


An excellent record of this rare visitor away from the usual large reservoirs. 


Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
Status: common winter visitor; occasional summer records. 


Counts of 15 or more came from a total of 14 sites compared to 11 in 1993, ten in 
1992 and 13 in 1991. Aggregate peak counts were mostly up on 1993 levels with 
the best concentrations at King George V Res early in the year and Wraysbury 
Res in the second winter period. Peak monthly counts from principal localities 
(where more than 15 were reported at sometime during the year) are given below 
in tabular form. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 


King George V Res 62 100 65 1 25 25 
Wm Girling Res - - 44 - - 19 - 
Amwell GP 12 8 Al 10 - 3 2. 
Cheshunt GP 20 20 4 - - 2 2 
Stocker’s Lake 15 21 18 5 1 22 25 
Broadwater GP 10 18 9 10 6 11 11 
King George VI Res 16 46 - 66 Z 16 2 
Queen Mary Res 9 12 1 - - 22 16 
Staines Res 13 16 33 12 16 31 25 
Wraysbury Res 24 16 21 7 - 49 40 
Wraysbury GP 24 53 57 9 2 18 17 
Shepperton GP 17 21 24 - . - 15 
Thorpe Water Park 5 18 16 - - 2 1] 
Walton Res 29 41 39 15 6 24 5 
Totals 256 390 352 135 34 244 186 


The only summer record was of a female at Staines Res on July 27th. A rather 
bizarre and certainly intriguing observation came from Maple Lodge NR where a 
female was seen sitting on a nestbox on May 10th and an aggressive territorial 
pair were noted over the next few days. There were no Inner London records. 


Smew Mergus albellus 
Status: winter visitor in highly variable numbers. 


Records from the main localities where the species is present reasonably constantly 
throughout winter are summarised in the following table which gives peak monthly 
counts. This is followed by all records from other sites given under their respective 
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counties. Records for the premier sites of Wraysbury/Horton GPs are given together 
as there is much interchange between these two sites. 


ENE 



































Numbers were low early in the year but just about as would be expected given the 
prevailing mild winter weather. As usual the best counts were at the Wraysbury/ 
Horton complex and the last bird of the spring was at Cheshunt GP on March 
24th. Most birds had however departed by the end of February. 


The second winter period was absolutely dreadful for Smew with no November 
records at all and only seven sites recording the species. The first bird did not 
arrive until Dec 2nd and the peak count was only five birds - an incredibly poor 
showing. This only goes to show how variable numbers can be and how weather- 
dependent they are. The winter of 1994/95 was extremely mild, even when 
compared with recent mild winters, and this did nothing to encourage birds off 
their preferred wintering grounds on the near continent. 


Jan Feb . Mar Nov Dec 
Fishers Green ] 4 1 - 5 
Walthamstow Res 3 2 - - 4 
Amwell GP 5 6 1 - 3 
Cheshunt GP 1 2 1 - l 
Stocker’s Lake 1 13 1 - - 
Tilehouse (Nth) GP 1 3 - - 2 
Wraysbury/Horton GP 22 17 . - 3 


Netherhall GP, one on Jan 7th. 

Broad Colney Lakes, one on Feb 7th. Hilfield Park Res, singles from Jan 15th to 
Feb 8th, Feb 26th and Mar 13th. 

Bedfont Lakes, one from Jan lst to Mar 18th. Brent Res, three from Feb 15th to 
19th. Denham Studios GP, one on Dec 26th. Hampstead Heath, one briefly on 
Feb 19th was almost certainly one of the Brent Res birds which had been flushed 
by sailors earlier on the same day. Shepperton GP, three on Feb 21st. 

Thorpe Water Park, three on Jan 16th and two on Feb 20th. 
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Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 
Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 


Assuming the Stocker’s Lake flock to relate to those which were first seen at 
Queen Mother Res, there were 18 records in 1994 - a record annual total for the 
London Area. After the typical handful of winter and spring records early in the 
year there was a very significant passage movement on Nov Sth when no fewer 
than 27 birds were recorded all in the SW and W of the Area. These were associated 
with a movement of other wildfowl species and it seems likely that there was a 
significant overland migration of birds from the English Channel to the Wash (or 
vice versa) on that date. All records are given and relate to females/immatures 
unless otherwise indicated. 


Rainham Marsh, three (one male) flew downriver on Jan 8th (MAH et al) and 
one on Feb 16th (SRP). 

Hilfield Park Res, one male on Apr 10th (PP7). Stocker’s Lake, ten on Nov 5th 
(RRD, JE, AVM). 

King George VI Res, one on Dec 2nd (CL). Queen Mary Res, nine on Nov 5th 
(DJMs). Staines Res, two on Feb 2nd and three on Nov Sth (DJMs). 

Queen Mother Res, 14 in two flocks of ten and four on Nov 5th (CDRH, JAS et 
al); the ten flew off to the NE at 09.45 hrs and were presumably those found at 
Stocker’s Lake. 

Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 22nd (JMy). Island Barn Res, one on Feb 13th (MLd). 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on Nov 5th (DMH). River Thames at Hampton Court, 
one on Sept 30th (SJS). Walton Res, one on Jan 5th, one on Feb 13th, three (one 
male) on Nov 3rd, one male on Nov 18th and one male from Dec 7th into 1995 
(DGn, DMH, SJS et al). 


Goosander Mergus merganser 
Status: regular winter visitor, very rare in summer. 


Winter numbers early in the year were much as would be expected given the lack 
of hard weather but as with Smew, there were very small numbers indeed reported 
in the second winter period with a maximum count of only 29 birds. Nine sites 
reported counts of more than 15 compared to ten in 1993, eight in 1992 and 12 
sites in 1991. This is a misleadingly high number however, as there has been a 
noticeable shift in this species’ habits in recent years with birds adopting sites for 
feeding where they were previously very scarce, rather than sticking to the 
traditional large reservoir sites. For example, the good counts from Connaught 
Water, Grovelands Park and Rammey Marsh almost certainly relate to birds from 
King George V and Wm Girling which move during the day to feed. 


Peak- monthly counts from principal localities (those where more than 15 were 
reported at some time during the year) are given in tabular form below and other 
particularly notable records are given in the text. 
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Connaught Water 25 - - - - - - 
Fishers Green 10 16 4 - - : 16 
King George V Res 33 113) 15 - - 1 ~ 
Wm Girling Res - 50 5p) - - 20 29 
Grovelands Park 24 i! 3 - - 8 1 
King George VI Res 20 jes) 18 3 - 6 3 
Rammey Marsh . - - - - - 19 
Wraysbury Res ay! Ds 23 - - - 3 
Walton Res 16 1 24 - - 6 28 


Reported from seven sites in total. Beckton, one on the Thames on Nov 14th. 
Rainham Marsh, three on Feb 11th and 12th and two on Mar Sth - all on the 
Thames. 

Reported from seven sites in total. Cheshunt GP, seven on Jan 9th and 12 on Feb 
2nd. | 

Reported from 20 sites in total. Boxer’s Lake, Enfield, 11 on Feb 26th. Bushy 
Park, 12 on Jan 5th. Hampton Court Park, 15 in January. Queen Mary GP, nine in 
March. 

Reported from five sites in total. Thorney GP, 11 on Jan 11th, 14 on Feb 13th and 
12 on Dec 10th. Wraysbury GP, 12 on Jan 16th, ten on Feb 13th, 12 on Nov 23rd 
- low numbers for this site. 

Reported from four sites in total with no counts exceeding three birds. 
Reported from nine sites in total. Painshill Park, Cobham, nine on Feb 11th. 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, ten on Dec 22nd. 


Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 
Status: widespread winter visitor of feral origin, localised but increasing breeder. 


A minimum total of 21 broods was recorded, a considerable increase and best 
showing ever for this species in the London Area. Ruddy Ducks can be 
inconspicuous during the breeding season so this should be regarded very much 
as a minimum total - several additional adults were seen in the summer months. 
The well publicised and controversial increase of this feral species continues to 
be reflected in the London Area in breeding numbers but winter counts were 
down this year. Details of breeding and summering birds, peak monthly counts 
from the principal localities (those where more than 20 were reported at some 
time during the year) in tabular form and Inner London records are given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Hilfield Park Res 109 124 120 28 7 45 33 25 50 
Brent Res 10 4 8 21 - 48 28 10 a 
Broadwater GP 38 61 21 6 - 1 17 48 76 
Staines Res 1 - - - 3 5 48 88 113 
Walton Res 58 45 11 6 6 7 14 5 3 


Hall Marsh, one brood seen. Rainham GP, up to eight males and three females in 
summer. 

Amwell GP, one pair bred producing brood of one. Cheshunt GP, one pair in June. 
Hilfield Park Res, two pairs present in June but did not breed. Maple Lodge NR, 
four pairs in June, six juveniles seen. Stocker’s Lake, three males in June but did 
not breed. 
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M_ Bedfont Lakes, five pairs present in June produced two broods totalling 11 young. 
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Brent Res, six broods seen (9,5,6,6,3,7) totalling 36 young. Kempton Park Res, 
one pair bred producing a brood of one. Queen Mary GP, one pair bred. Stain Hill 
Res, up to three in June and five in July. The Causeway NR, two pairs bred 
producing broods of four and three. Inner London: Regent’s Park, seven on Jan 
17th, five on Mar 13th, five on Sept 13th and four on Dec 23rd (ARD). 

The only records came from Sevenoaks Reserve where the maxima were two on 
several dates in January and two on Dec 27th. 

Beddington SF, up to five in June. Lonsdale Road Res, three broods seen - the 
first breeding record for this site. Molesey GP, two males in June. Walton Res, 
two broods seen. Wimbledon Park Lake, present in June. 


Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 
Status: rare migrant. 
Brent Res, one flew N at 10.50 hrs on July 30th (RBd, WGn, ASMS, DWn). 


The 24th record for London and the third in July, with the previous records for 
this month occurring in 1954 and 1991. A fine reward for the Brent Res regulars. 


Black Kite Milvus migrans 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


Stocker’s Lake, one for two or three minutes at 09.30 hrs on June 26th (RRD et 
al). 


This bird was seen by just three lucky observers down to a range of only 30 
metres. Only the fourth record for the London Area and the first in June. Two of 
the others were in April with the third in October. This record has yet to be 
accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee but is published here because 
the excellent description submitted leaves no doubt as to the bird’s identity. 


Red Kite Milvus milvus 
Status: rare but increasing visitor. 


Dagnam Park, one on Oct 8th (CRJ). Navestock Lake, one on Mar 13th (PCr). 
Romford, one on July 29th (KB). Upshire, two wing-tagged birds during Aug (JF) 
were also seen at Waltham Abbey on Aug Ist (TJH). 

Colney Heath, one flew NW at 10.40 hrs on July 15th (BLs). Oxhey Wood, one 
wing-tagged bird on Mar 3rd (GSE). Ridgehill, South Mimms, one at 08.45 hrs 
on Jan 2nd (BPE, FT). 

Buckland SP, one flew W on May 22nd. (GWJH). 


Eight records constitute the best year in London to date. Some were reported as 
being wing-tagged introduced birds. The bird most likely to have been wild is the 
Navestock Lake record on Mar 13th, which was reported as not being wing-tagged 
and fits into the typical spring migrant pattern in the London Area. Records of 
this species will surely continue to increase as introduced birds breed successfully 
and disperse. 
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Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
Status: scarce but increasing passage migrant. 


Berwick Ponds, two female/immatures on Apr 28th (PE). Essex Filter Beds, a 
female on Sept 18th (GJ). Harlow, an immature on Sept 16th (AH). Paynes Lane 
GP, a male on May Ist (SCr).Rainham Marsh, a female/immature Apr 19th (WV), 
two female/immatures on Apr 30th (JG/, PK) and single female/immatures on 
May 2nd (SRP), May 7th (MKD), May 10th (MAH), and May 30th (MKD). 
Romford, a female/immature on May 6th (MKD). 

Amwell GP, singles on Apr 11th and Apr 23rd (GJW), one flew SE at 14.00 hrs 
May 6th (DLg) and a female/immature flew N at 16.00 hrs on May 8th (MAH ef 
al). Rye Meads, a first-summer male, between 14.30 and 15.15 hrs on May 6th 
(AH), a male flew NE at 10.00 hrs on May 7th, (DLg) and one on Sept 24th 
(AH). 

Brent Res, a male at 07.45 hrs on Apr 30th (LAB, JPC et a/). Staines Res, one on 
Sept 21st and 22nd (DHy, DJMs). 

Beddington SF, a female on Apr Ist, a female/immature at 15.25 hrs on Apr 16th, 
a female flew N at 11.40 hrs with a second female/immature also flying N at 
12.45 hrs on Apr 23rd and an immature male on Oct 18th (BBR et a/). Holmethorpe 
SP, a female on Apr 23rd (GWJH). 


With at least 20 records (allowing for the same bird being present at Rainham 
Marsh in late April and early May and the Lea Valley records on May 6th and 7th 
relating to the same male) this is the best year on record reflecting the increased 
numbers breeding in south-east England. There were 15 spring records and five 
in the autumn, breaking the usual trend of autumn records dominating in recent 
years. Again most records were from the east, with Beddington SF also continuing 
its annual run of records from the south. 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 


Status: scarce migrant; formerly a regular winter visitor to the Thame side marshes. 
Rainham Marsh, a ringtail on Apr 10th (SRP). 
Beddington SF, a male flew E at 14.00 hrs on Nov 20th (GDJM, AMP). 


Another poor showing for this once regular winter visitor. The formerly favoured 
site of Rainham Marsh did manage one record of this species albeit a very short 
stayer. 


Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus 
Status: very rare migrant. 


Amwell GP, a ringtail flew SE at 15.10 hrs on May 7th (BR). 


The 17th record for London, the last being in June 1992. Eleven of those records 
have been in spring and although a number of older records were evenly spread 
throughout London, the last six have been in the East, with three in Essex, two in 
Kent and this year’s in the Herts sector of the Lea Valley. 
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0269 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 
Status: common breeding resident. 
Breeding status is shown in the table below, with other records summarised under 
the county headings. 

Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 
breeding breeding present Totals 
Essex 42 5 10 57 
Herts + 3 I 8 
Middx 14 3 i 24 
Inner London 2 - - 2 
Bucks 2 1 - 3 
Kent 3 7 2 12 
Surrey. 2 11 7 20 
69 30 PA 126 

The number of pairs proved breeding increased to 68 from last year’s 52: the 
third consecutive annual increase. However, the overall total of 125 pairs was a 
slight decrease from last year’s 133 pairs. The increase in pairs proved breeding 
in Essex continues, increasing from 14 in 1992 and 23 in 1993, and the dramatic 
drop in Hertfordshire from ten pairs proved breeding and 31 pairs overall in 
1993, is hopefully the result of poor observer coverage, rather than any real decline 
from this rural part of the Area. There was a good increase in the number of 
overall pairs to 25 in Middlesex (from 17 in 1993). The Surrey total remains low 
and is a ridiculous under-recording from the county which probably contains the 
most breeding pairs of this species! Again a good series of Inner London records 
with breeding confirmed at two sites this year. 

E_ A total of 42 pairs bred, with reports from 41 sites. 

H_ Four pairs confirmed breeding, with reports from only 23 sites compared to 63 in 
1993. 

M Fourteen pairs bred, with reports from 73 sites, compared to 30 in 1993, probably 
a more realistic reflection of this species status in London. /nner London: Regent’s 
Park, one pair bred raising three young; reports from 21 other locations. 

B_ Two pairs confirmed breeding, with reports from only 8 sites. 
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Three pairs bred, but the overall number of pairs present was lower, with reports 
from 34 sites. Inner London: New Cross Railway Cutting, one pair bred. 
Two pairs bred, with reports from 60 sites. 


Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Status: increasingly regular visitor, occurring all months of the year. 


Fishers Green, one from Nov 18th to 25th (JE KM, PJV et a/). Hall Marsh, one 
on Apr 2nd (NAn) and Nov 22nd (IK). King George V Res, one on Apr 4th (DL, 
PJV). North Weald, two on Nov 3rd (ACe). 

Amwell GP, one on Aug 10th and 27th (BR), Sept 4th (AB, MI) and Oct 18th 
(DLg). Cheshunt GP, one at 12.20 hrs on Apr 29th (TJH,WR) and one flew NE on 
Nov 22nd (IK). Chiswell Green, one at 13.10 hrs on Mar 6th (GGW). 
Haberdashers’ Girls School, one on May 31st (SHM). Prae Wood, two on June 
6th (GJW, RES). Stocker’s Lake, one on May 30th (RRD). 

Maryon Wilson Park, Charlton, one on Mar 20th (DMe). Littlebrook Lake, one 
flew SE on Mar 26th (BEW). 

Beddington SEF, one flew SE at 15.00 hrs on May 18th (KJM, RDW). Clackett 
Lane Services, Titsey Wood, one on Oct 16th (SWG). 


Assuming the possibility that the Lea Valley records in April and in the autumn 
might refer to only two individuals, the total for 1994 is a minimum of 14 records, 
continuing last year’s good run of records. The spread of this species around 
London continues, with breeding occurring at one site just outside our recording 
area. A number of records were lost this year due to inconclusive notes or a 
complete lack of notes, and observers are reminded that notes are required to 
eliminate other species, including the occasional escaped North American hawk. 


Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 
Status: very rare vagrant. 
Bickley, one on Nov 2nd (DJMr). 


The 14th record for London, the last being in 1979. Most of the previous records 
have fallen in the period September to January, with five in October. This record 
was not that unsurprising considering the large influx of this species in autumn 
1994 on the English east coast. 


Buzzard sp Buteo sp 


Chingford Plain, one on Dec 16th (KM). 
Richmond Park, one on Oct 24th (BAM). 


Unfortunately neither of these birds gave sufficiently good enough views to be 
identified conclusively but both records may have related to Rough-legged 
Buzzards, falling within the peak period of the 1994 influx. 


Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Status: scarce passage migrant. 


Fishers Green, one flew S on Oct 6th (TJH, IK). Theydon Mount, one on June 
3rd (PL?). 
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Amwell GP, one on Oct 3rd (BR). Bayford, one on Oct 23rd (IS). Cheshunt GP, 
one flew S on Oct 6th (TJH) was also seen in Essex. Haberdashers’ Girls School, 
one at 12.00 hrs on May 18th (SHM). 

Sevenoaks Reserve, one on May Ist (JT7). 

Coppetts Wood, one flew S at 19.00 hrs on July 19th (ACy). Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, one flew NE at 08.00 hrs on Apr 30th (DJ). 

Barn Elms Res, juvenile flew W on Sept 16th (NPS, JPPW). Beddington SE, one 
flew N at 14.00 hrs on Apr 21st (KJM, RDW). Holmethorpe SP, one flew N on 
Apr 9th (GWJH). 


1993 Correction 
Bell Wharf, Harefield, one flew WSW at a great height at 17.30 hrs on May 18th 
(IGJ), not at street height as reported in the 1993 LBR. 


The 12 records listed represent the highest annual total in London, exceeding the 
previous highest of nine in 1993. Records were split evenly between spring and 
autumn. The Inner London record is the first there since 1989. 


Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


1992 
Hampstead Heath, a male on May 31st. 


This record, first published in LBR 57, has now been accepted by British Birds 
Rarities Committee and officially becomes the second ever for London. The first, 
also a male, was at Rainham Marsh from July 31st to Aug 4th 1974. 


Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 


Status: common breeding resident. 


Breeding status is shown in the table below, with other records summarised under 
the county headings together with those for Inner London. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 
breeding breeding present Totals 

Essex 22 2 9 33 
Herts 4 - 72 6 
Middx 21 2 2 25 
Bucks 3 - 6 9 
Kent 9 3 3 15 
Surrey 11 3 1 15 

70 10 23, 103 


There was a decrease from last year’s 91 pairs proved breeding to 70 pairs, with 
a decrease also in the overall number of pairs from last year’s 138 pairs, down to 
103 pairs. These decreases are more likely a reflection of the variation in observer 
coverage from year to year than any conclusive decline, as a similar situation is 
mirrored this year in the number of Sparrowhawk pairs reported in some sections 
of our recording area. 


Twenty two pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, maximum count of 14 on Aug 13th, with 
reports from a total of 33 sites. 
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Four pairs bred, with reports from only seven sites compared to 21 in 1993. 
Twenty one pairs bred. Reported from only 15 sites. Inner London: pairs bred at 
Britannic Tower, EC2 and Spitalfields, with three pairs breeding in Regent’s 
Park. Reported from 26 sites and is certainly very widespread in the Inner London 
Area. 

Three pairs bred, with reports from ten sites. 

Nine pairs bred, with reports from 25 sites. 

Nine pairs bred. Reported from a total of 20 sites. Inner London: Archbishop’s 
Park, one on June 23rd. Bankside PS, two on Apr 30th. 


Merlin Falco columbarius 
Status: scarce migrant and winter visitor. 


Aveley, one on Jan 10th and 21st (GRE). Berwick Ponds, a female on Mar 17th 
(SRP). Dagenham Corridor, a male on Jan 23rd and Feb 27th (KB). Dagenham 
Chase, one on Feb 14th (PS?), a female on Apr Ist (SRP) and one Oct 11th (MLr). 
Ilford, a female on Dec 21st (HV). Rainham Marsh, a female on Jan 3rd, 16th, 
and Mar 19th (MKD,SRP) and on Dec 17th and 18th (MKD). South Ockenden, 
one on Mar 7th (GRE). 

Staines Res, one on Mar 31st (JAS). Hampstead Heath, a female/immature on 
Aug 31st (PWD). Inner London: Regent’s Park, a male flew N at 08.20 hrs on 
Nov 15th (ARD). 

Beddington SF, a female flew SW on Oct 11th, a male on Oct 14th and a male. 
pursued by a Peregrine on Dec 12th (BBR). 


A possible 16 records, taking into account those records that are likely to refer to 
the same individual, is a good showing and almost matches the record 18 in 1991. 
Most records as expected came from Essex but Beddington SF in Surrey also 
recorded a good series. The Inner London record was the tenth for that sector, the 
last being in 1992, which was in fact the ninth record, not the fourth as reported 
in LBR 57. 


Observers are reminded that Merlins are scarce birds in London and are asked to 
submit descriptions with their records. 


Hobby | Falco subbuteo 


Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant, greatly increased in recent 
years. 


Breeding status 1s shown in the table below, with all other records summarised in 
the county headings and Inner London records given in full. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 
breeding breeding present Totals 
Essex 4 5) 5 14 
Herts 1 1 2 - 
Middx 3 2 5 
Bucks ] ] 2 
Kent ] . - ] 
Surrey - - 3 3 
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The number of pairs proved breeding more or less matched last year’s eleven 
pairs, but the overall total of 29 pairs present is a slight decrease from last year’s 
35 pairs. This is probably a fair reflection of the true situation as several observers 
commented that Hobbies were slightly scarcer than in 1993. The Middlesex area 
had a return to three breeding pairs after none being reported in 1992. The first 
record of the year was on Apr 18th at Rickmansworth, with late records at 
Sydenham on Oct 16th and the last at Brent Res on Oct 23rd. 


Four pairs bred with at least two young raised. Reported from 27 sites. 

One pair bred with at least two young raised. Reported from 25 sites. 

Three pairs bred, compared to no breeding reports in 1993. Reported from 48 
sites. Inner London: Hyde Park, one on Sept 9th (AR). Regent’s Park, singles on 
May 4th, July 4th and 27th, two on Aug 15th (ARD). 

One pair bred. Reported from 12 sites. 

One pair bred. Reported from 17 sites. 

No confirmed breeding but reported from 31 sites. Inner London: Battersea Park, 
one on Oct 3rd (RHK). 


1993 Correction 
Two pairs bred in this sector and not one as published in LBR 58. 


Peregrine Falco peregrinus 
Status: scarce passage migrant and winter visitor, increasing. 


Beckton, an immature female on Mar 3rd (PSs) and an immature male on Dec 
18th (PJV). King George V Res, an immature on Sept 4th (MD/). Rainham Marsh, 
one on Mar 9th (CRJ) and an immature on Apr Ist (MKD, SRP). Sewardstone, 
one on Oct 8th (PCA, EEM). Walthamstow Res, an immature on Nov 13th (PL). 
Wm. Girling Res, an immature female on Nov Sth (PJV). 

Hilfield Park Res, one on Aug 10th (SHM, AS). Tyttenhanger GP, one Apr 23rd 
(SPe). 

Dartford Marsh, one at 16.00 hrs on Oct 27th (AJM). Ruxley GP, one on Dec 31st 
(GCN). Swanscombe Marsh, one on Aug 5th and Oct Ist (PBr). Thamesmead, a 
juvenile on Aug 24th (NRW). 

Alexandra Park, one on Oct 15th (AG, LG). Hampstead Heath, one on Sept 22nd 
(PWD, WEO) and on Sept 27th (WEO). Tottenham Marsh, one on Jan 31st (LVPR). 
Inner London: at least one, possibly up to three, at various locations between 
Westminster and the City from the end of October to year end Dec 31st (JA, ABe, 
MAH, MP). 

Barn Elms Res, an immature female on Sept 25th, Dec 6th, 26th and 29th (BEBG). 
Beddington SF, an immature female on Aug 19th, Oct 21st, Nov 27th, and several 
dates in December (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one on Aug 31st (GWJH). 


It is difficult to assess the true number of birds involved for a species that can 
wander so far. It is just possible that 19 individuals were involved, which would 
be the largest annual total ever recorded in the London Area. The Inner London 
bird(s), could have accounted for the sightings at Barn Elms and Beddington. The 
unique event of this wonderful falcon taking up residence in Inner London 
continued into 1995 with one bird remaining into the summer at least. 
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Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 
Status: breeding resident, declining. 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county is shown in the 
table below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
14 4 5 1 1 . 25 


The sharp decline of this species last year when there was a dramatic drop to 
only 14 pairs from a total of 30 pairs in 1991, was rectified somewhat in 1994 
with 25 pairs reported. The species must be commoner than this although it 
has certainly declined in a number of areas and observers are requested to 
submit all records of this and the next species. Confirmed breeding records 
(number of breeding pairs in brackets) and all other records are given below. 


Dagnam Park (2). Fishers Green, eight on Jan 9th and five on Feb 12th. Toot Hill 
(2). Waltham Abbey, eight on Jan 7th. Sewardstone area, ten sites holding pairs 
in TQ39. 

Amwell GP, two on May 19th. Beech Farm GP (1). Coopers Green Lane, 20 on 
Sept 26th and Dec 6th. Coursers Lane Fields, two on Apr 24th. Hilfield Park Res, 
one in March, three in April, two in May and eight on Oct Ist. Tyttenhanger GP, 
two on May 8th. 

Fernyhill Farm, Enfield, two on Oct 5th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on June 
22nd. 

Langley Park, one on Dec 24th. Mansfield Farm, Iver Heath (1). Shredding Green 
Farm, Iver, one on July 10th. 

Dartford Marsh, two on Mar 20th and Apr 22nd. 

Rushett Farm, one May 30th. South Norwood CP, one on Apr 29th. Upper Norwood, 
one on Apr 28th. 


Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 
Status: breeding resident, declining. 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county are shown in 
the table below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
10 4 2 - 2 - 18 


A dramatic decrease-from last year’s total of 46, with a huge decrease in Essex in 
particular. Like the previous species, is this partridge now suffering a decline, or 
is observer coverage poor? It seems likely that latter may be partly responsible, 
but not entirely. Confirmed breeding records (number of breeding pairs in brackets) 
and all counts are given below. 


Barking Bay (1), 23 on Aug 24th and nine on Nov 7th. Berwick Ponds (1). 
Fairlop, three on Oct 21st. Harold Wood, three in January. Paynes Lane GP (1). 
Rainham Marsh (7), eight on Feb 27th. Sewardstone (1). 

Beech Farm GP, two on Aug 14th. Brookmans Park, two on Jan 2nd. Broxborne 
GP, on on Nov 27th. Cheshunt GP, two on May Sth and 14th. Cole Green, one on 
Apr 10th, 24th and 30th. Colney Heath, present all year, with maxima of three in 
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January and five on Dec 26th. Panshanger Park, one on May 5th, four on June 
19th and 26th, and two Nov 20th. Smallford GP, one in July and on Oct 15th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, two present from February to August and eight on Dec 30th. 
Bushy Park, two on June 16th and six on Oct 30th, may have been released birds. 
Downe Barns Farm, two on Mar 30th and Apr 6th, may have also been released 
birds. 

None reported. 

Chipstead Lake, present January to December, with maximum of four on Feb 
13th. Littlebrook Lake, two on May 24th. 

None reported. The only comment was a negative one from Holmethorpe SP where 
the species was reported as absent for the first time. 


Quail Coturnix coturnix 
Status: rare summer visitor, irruptive. 


Colney Heath, one on May 8th (RSh). 
Bedfont GP, one calling on June 3rd (DWN). 


Two records is a good showing by recent standards. The last records were two 
birds in 1992. 


Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


The number of breeding pairs reported in each county are shown in the table 
below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
16 1 2 - - 12 ail 


A slight increase in the number of reported pairs due to an increase in coverage 
for some areas, such as in Surrey. This species 1s unquestionably massively under- 
recorded and more records would be greatly welcomed. 


Dagnam Park (6). Rainham Marsh (8). Toot Hill (2). 

Rye Meads (1), with a maximum of 11 on Dec 31st. Also reported from Hilfield 
Park Res, Panshanger Park (where 7,500 were released for shooting) and Stocker’s 
Lake. ? 
Downe Barns Farm (1). Hampstead Heath (1). Also reported from Bushy Park, 
Hampton Court Park, with a maximum of 12 on Feb 6th, Hill End, Yeading 
Brook Meadows. 

None reported at all. | 

No breeding records submitted. Reported from Bexley, Darenth Valley Walk, 
Dartford Marsh and Swanscombe Marsh. 

Beddington SF (5). Moorhouse (1). Nower Wood (1). Park Farm, Chessington 
(5). Also reported from Hersham GP, Horton CP, Sanderstead, Surbiton, maximum 
of 12 on Nov Sth. 
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Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 
Status: common but elusive winter visitor, rare breeder. 


More mild winters account for the unexceptional figures, which virtually mirror 
last year’s winter totals. The details of birds present each month for the first four 
and last four months of the year, are given in tabular form below: 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Essex 12 5 ~ : - 2 fi 9 
Herts 15 6 oI 1 2 13 21 12 
Middx 7 11 3 2 2 1 2 1] 
Bucks - - 1 - - 1 3 
Kent 5 5 3 - 1 ~ 6 5 
Surrey 3) 2 2 1 - 4 6 ~ 


42 29 22 - 5 24 42 a 


There were no confirmed breeding records this year with only one possible breeding 
record, with birds present in summer at two other sites. Details of the breeding 
season records and peak winter counts at each site are given below. The figure in 
brackets represents the highest counts in each of the two winter periods (January 
to April and September to December). 


Berwick Ponds (3:2), four pairs in June, possibly bred. Dagenham Chase (3:4). 
Essex Filter Beds (1:0). Fishers Green (3:2). Harold Wood SF (1:0). Harlow (1:0). 
Walthamstow Marsh (0:1). Walthamstow Res (1:1). 

Amwell GP (7:8). Broxbourne GP (0:1). Cassiobury Park (1:0). Cheshunt GP 
(3:4). Croxley Moor (0:1). Hilfield Park Res (0:1). Lynster’s Farm (0:1). Rye 
House Marsh (1:8). Rye Meads (4:1); in breeding season one on June 12th. 
Scotsbridge Meadows (0:4), in breeding season there were two on July 20th. 
Stocker’s Lake (1:1). Troy Mill GP (0:1). 

Alexandra Park (1:0).Bedfont GP (0:1). Brent Res (6:9). Hampstead Heath (1:0). 
Hounslow Heath (1:1). Middlesex Filter Beds (2:0). Springwell Lock (2:0). 
Wraysbury GP (1:3). 

Foots Cray Meadows (1:0). Ruxley GP (2:3). Sevenoaks Reserve (2:4). 
Thamesmead (0:2). 

Barn Elms Res (2:2). Beddington SF (1:2). South Norwood CP (1:1). Walton Res 
(0:2). 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Status: very common breeding resident. 


Details of large counts, reported breeding records and Inner London records are 
given below. 


Beckton, three pairs bred. Berwick Ponds, 130 on Jan 9th, 100 on Feb 5th, 80 on 
Nov 20th and 120 on Dec 24th and 27th. Dagenham Chase, 56 on Mar 14th. 
Dagnam Park, ten pairs bred. Essex Filter Beds, two pairs bred. Fishers Green, 
60 on Jan 21st and 40 on Mar 8th and 11th. Hainault Forest, five pairs bred. 
More’s Wood, one pair bred. Rainham Marsh, 20 pairs bred. Toot Hill, five pairs 
bred. Walthamstow Res, 40 on Jan 16th, 51 on Feb 13th, 45 on Sept 25th, 47 on 
Oct 16th, 81 on Nov 13th and 69 on Dec 17th. | 
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Amwell GP, 16 pairs bred. Brickendonbury, two pairs bred. Darlands Lake, three 
pairs bred. Hilfield Park Res, two pairs bred. Maple Lodge NR, 54 on Jan Ist, 46 
on Nov 21st and 55 on Dec 22nd. Panshanger Park, 106 on Sept 13th. Rye House 
Marsh, 35 on Nov Ist. Smallford GP, five territories. 

Alexandra Park, two pairs bred. Bedfont Lakes, six pairs bred. Brent Res, 50 on 
Dec 17th. Hampstead Heath, ten pairs bred. Kempton Park , 55 on Feb 20th. 
Waterlow Park, two pairs bred. Inner London: Barbican, EC2, one pair bred. 
Holland Park, two pairs bred. Hyde Park, two pairs bred. St James’s Park, eight 
pairs bred. 

Chalfont Park, 40 on Dec 9th. Wraysbury GP, 40 on Mar 13th and 53 on Sept 
11th. 

Beckenham Place Park, one pair bred. Darenth Lake, bred. Hither Green Cemetery, 
two pairs bred. Ruxley GP, 43 on Oct 23rd. Sevenoaks Reserve, 39 on Oct 2nd 
and 51 on Nov 6th. Southend Pond, two pairs bred. Wells Park, one pair bred. 
Barwell Court Farm, two territories. Beddington SF, 38 territories, 115 in August. 
Cannon Hill Common, two pairs bred. Carshalton, River Wandle, 46 territories, 
17 broods. Holmethorpe SP, seven pairs bred. Lonsdale Road Res, four pairs 
bred, 50 on Oct 13th. Richmond Park, 40 on Jan 23rd and Apr 10th. Wimbledon 
Common, four territories. 


Coot Fulica atra 
Status: very common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


Details of peak monthly counts outside the breeding season from principal sites 
where at least one count during the year exceeds 200, are given below in tabular 
form. Details of breeding concentrations in excess of ten pairs and Inner London 
breeding records are summarised under the county headings. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 
King George V Res 240 =150 16 - - 180 340 280 
Netherhall GP - - - - - - - 400 
Walthamstow Res SOS SS 4 9 284. 366 406 368 327 
Amwell GP Se (A. 8S - 394 373 441 485 
Cheshunt GP - - - - 394 - 430 - 
Hilfield Park Res 407 190 150 87 Bio) CH CN 1 Bi7/7/ 
Lynster’s Farm - - - - - Ss) ABV) ADK) 
Rye Meads 260 el25 85 77 316 - 305 - 
Stocker’s Lake QAS 234 128 - ALO 35 ieae2 592 80 
Troy Mill - - - - - - 500 480 
Brent Res 340 - - - - 300 420 - 
Stain Hill Res 64 30 28 16 286 288 256 71 
Staines Res - - - - 1353 1040 425 68 
Stoke Newington Res 7B%8) |) \IBy2 - - 120 - - - 
Old Slade GP 2A 94 - 190 190 =» 195 
Wraysbury GP 720 800 900 100 1000 750 1000 1000 
Yiewsley GP 160 60 - - 110 =120 54 120 
Sevenoaks Reserve ADD) 229 9 70 ZA S 09 e520) Mois 
Barn Elms Res Itsy) op - 143. 174 80 5 
Beddington SF - - - - 340 348 - - 
Thorpe Park SSO 290 aloo. - 2, YB ak3) SEN 
Walton Res AT OP S27 an shOS 86 30 43 64 18 


Totals 5199 3439 2360 720 6032 5585 6249 5238 
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Corbets Tey, 200 on Dec 11th. Fairlop, 200 on Nov 20th. 

Amwell GP, 39 pairs bred. Hilfield Park Res at least ten pairs bred. Stocker’s 
Lake, 30 pairs bred. Tyttenhanger GP, 11 pairs bred. 

Bedfont GP, 16 pairs bred. Hampstead Heath, c20 pairs bred. Staines Res, 797 on 
Aug 21st. Inner London: Hyde Park, eight pairs bred. Little Venice, one pair 
bred. Regent’s Park, one pair bred. St James’s Park, 11 pairs bred; 71 in January 
and 61 in December. 

Yiewsley GP, 20 territories. 

Beddington SF, 34 territories. Carshalton, River Wandle, 27 territories. Lonsdale 
Road Res, 11 pairs bred. Waddon Ponds, 23 territories with 17 pairs raising young. 


Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 
Status: localised breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Breeding was not proven at any site in the London Area in 1994, although 
summering pairs were present along the Thames at Beckton, Thamesmead, 
Rainham Marsh, West Thurrock and Dartford Marsh. Well inland in Herts, one 
was present at Tyttenhanger GP from Apr 24th and was joined by a second bird 
between May 23rd and 29th when the two were observed displaying. Although 
breeding has never been proved in the London Area away from the Thames, this 
record is similar to the one at Moorhall GP in 1989 and it may not be long before 
breeding is proved at a gravel pit inland. In the following summary of records, the 
highest counts are given for sites along the Thames together with all records from 
other sites. Dates refer to single birds unless shown otherwise. 


Barking Bay, Apr 6th, July 12th and 21st (10). Beckton, July 4th (4), 31st (7) and 
Sept 13th (13). Fishers Green, Apr 17th and Nov 25th. Grays, Apr 26th (4). 
King George V Res, Feb 23rd (6), Apr 19th, May 13th, Aug 15th and Nov 25th. 
Royal Albert Dock, Aug 4th (3). West Thurrock, Jan 21st (6), Apr 26th (4) and 
May 10th (3). Wm Girling Res, Apr 12th, Aug 12th (3), Sept 18th and Oct 13th. 
Amwell GP, Apr 16th and 17th. Broxbourne GP, July 17th. Hilfield Park Res, 
Aug 8th. Tyttenhanger GP, Apr 24th to May 20th, May 23rd to 29th (2), June 5th, 
Dec 3rd, 4th and 11th. 

East India Dock, May 23rd. Kempton Park Res, July 31st. Ponders End Lake, Apr 
24th. Queen Mary Res, Aug 6th. Staines Moor, Apr 30th. Staines Res, Feb 11th 
and 26th, Apr 13th and 30th, May 5th, 17th, 25th (3), 26th and 28th, July 23rd, 
Aug 4th (2) and 13th (2), Sept 7th. Sunbury, Aug 2nd. 

Queen Mother Res, Mar 4th, Apr 19th (3), 21st (2) and 30th, May 23rd and 28th, 
June 8th, Aug 5th and 16th, Nov 27th and Dec 18th. 

Crayford Marsh, May 2nd (2). Dartford Marsh, Apr 26th (3). Littlebrook Lake, 
Apr 25th (2). Stone Marsh, Mar 4th (2) and 21st (2), Apr 26th (2), May 19th, 
June 23rd and July 16th (2). Swanscombe Marsh, Feb 6th, Apr 26th (2), May 
19th (2) and July 16th. 

Barn Elms Res, Apr 10th, 20th and 28th (2), July 14th (2) and Aug 30th. 
Beddington SF, Mar Ist and July 28th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, Aug 27th (2). 
Walton Res, Sept 14th. 





ABOVE: Sanderling at Queen Mother Res, June 1994 (photo: J.A. Simpson) 


BELOW: Turnstone at Queen Mother Res, April 1994 (photo: J.A. Simpson) 





ABOVE: Sabine’s Gull at Queen Mother Res, August 1994 (photos: J.A. Simpson) 


BELOW: Little Gull at Queen Mother Res, October 1994 (photo: J.A. Simpson) 
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Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
Status: scarce but increasing migrant. 


Rainham Marsh, seven on Aug 15th (PS?). Walthamstow Res, one on Sept 25th 
(REH, PL). 

Staines Res, one from Apr 23rd to 25th (AVM, DJMs, PN et a/) and three on June 
25th (mo). 

Horton GP, six flew over on Mar 2nd (MSe). 

Beddington SF, one on July 4th (BBR). 


Now very much of annual occurrence in the London Area in small numbers, 
although few seem to stay very long. 


Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first sighting of the year was at Tyttenhanger GP on Mar 19th, followed by 
another there five days later. It was not until the last few days of March that many 
sites reported their first birds. The following table summarises records of breeding 
pairs. 


Pairs proved Other pairs Total 

Sites breeding present pairs 
Essex 10 10 4 14 
Herts 8 9 6 15 
Middx i 9 8 17 
Bucks 2 . 2 2 
Kent 2 2 1 3 
Surrey 5 5 7 12 
Totals 24 35 28 63 


Not so well reported in Essex this year but increases were noted in both Herts 
and Middx; numbers were considerably boosted in the latter county as birds were 
quick to take advantage of the emptying of Staines Res, which provided a vast 
expanse of suitable habitat throughout the breeding season and where at least 
eight pairs bred. There was another concentration of five pairs at a gravel pit site 
in Herts. There were no large counts anywhere in the autumn, with up to 13 at 
Staines Res until early September, but few elsewhere. The last record of the year 
was at Barn Elms Res on Sept 22nd. 


Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
Status: localised breeder, common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


A total of about 34 pairs bred or were on territory during the breeding season. 
Whilst there was no confirmed breeding at Rainham Marsh for the first time for 
20 years, two pairs bred for the first time in Docklands in disused dock areas. At 
least 17 pairs were found at inland sites, mostly at gravel pits, but included six 
pairs at the drained Staines Res. With the closure of West Thurrock ash lagoons, 
counts along the Thames have declined drastically with most now coming from 
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the Kent side of the River. In fact for the first time for many years, counts of 
migrants at one or two inland sites exceeded numbers on the River. The following 
summary includes all breeding records together with the highest counts at other 
times of the year. 


Breeding records came from Barking Bay (four pairs bred between the marsh and 
Dagenham Dock), Belhus Woods CP (one pair probably bred), Royal Albert Dock 
(a pair raised four young), Royal Victoria Dock (one pair bred successfully) and 
West Thurrock (two pairs bred on wasteground near the M25). Highest monthly 
counts at Rainham Marsh were 50 on Jan 21st, 20 in February, 60 on Sept 3rd, 25 
in October, 25 in November and 15 in December. The only other counts of note 
were at Barking Bay, 17 on Feb 18th and 41 on Dec 4th. Inland, there were nine 
at Paynes Lane GP on May 21st, described as of the race tundrae. 

Amwell GP, attempted breeding by two pairs but both failed. Tyttenhanger GP, 
two or three pairs raised at least four young. 

Hanworth, one pair laid eggs which subsequently disappeared. Staines Res, at 
least six pairs bred many of which must have been double brooded as downy 
young were seen on many dates between Apr 28th and Aug 17th. Stockley Park, 
West Drayton, at least three pairs on territory in June, but only two chicks seen. 
Good numbers of birds were reported from the Staines Res/Perry Oaks SF area 
between Feb 5th and Sept 22nd and monthly maxima are given in the table 
below. 


Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 
Perry Oaks SF - 1 - 23 . . - 72 
Staines Res 8 20 22 66 12 7 86 36 


Large influxes of migrants were noted at Staines Res on May 27th (52) and between 
May 16th and 24th,and again in autumn, with consistently over 50 between Aug 
11th and 26th (peaking at 86 on 16th). A further influx on Sept 16th produced 72 
at Perry Oaks. 

Horton GP, five on Apr 18th. Richings Park, Iver, three displaying in April 
disappeared after their pools dried out. 

Belvedere PS, a pair present reacted aggressively to Little Ringed Plovers. Pairs 
were displaying in May at Crayford Marsh (one pair) and Dartford Marsh (two 
pairs) and a pair seemed to be on territory at Stone Marsh. A low tide count along 
the whole of the Lower Thames in January totalled 56, with 63 in February. All 
birds were on the Kent side. Monthly maxima for the main sites are given in the 
following table. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Crayford Marsh 30 1] - - 2 - - . 60 - 
Dartford Marsh 34 - 3 4 12 - 8 70 67 68 - 18 
Stone Marsh l 6 25 2 2) 4 24 - 39 28 70 - 


The only other count of note was 28 at Crossness on Jan 15th. 

Barn Elms Res, maxima of nine on Sept 7th and 36 on Sept 15th - a very high 
count for this site. Beddington SF, maxima of eight on Aug 11th and a late bird on 
Nov 10th. 


0482 


H 


0485 


_ BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1994 67 


Dotterel Charadrius morinellus 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Bowmansgreen Farm, nr London Colney, a flock of 16 on May 7th (SCr, GSE, 
AVM, BR et al). 


The seventh record this century of this delightful mountain plover in the London 
Area, the last two of which have been in spring. Its traditional stopping-off points 
in East Anglian pea-fields are well known, so it was perhaps only a matter of 
time before such a flock was found somewhere in the apparently suitable habitat 
that exists around the northern half of the M25. These birds were found on an 
exceptional day of wader migration, with some notable flocks of other species 
grounded by heavy rain showers combined with strong easterly winds. 


Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 


Status: regular winter visitor to parts of the Area, scarce winter visitor and passage 
migrant elsewhere. 


Wintering flocks were rather smaller than usual at the beginning of the year, with 
a highest count of 948 in January. Birds remained until Apr 8th and there were 
single records in July and August, two in September, followed by a general arrival 
from mid-October. At the end of the year only two sites (both in Essex) recorded 
flocks of 1,000 or more and there was no evidence of cold weather movements at 
all. In the following table peak monthly winter counts are given for ‘regular sites, 
i.e. for which counts were received in at least three different months of the year, 
or where at least 100 birds were seen at least once. All other records are given 
under counties. As is immediately apparent, the majority of Golden Plovers are 
found on the outer boundaries of the London Area, north of the River Thames. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Collier Row 100 - - ! a i = 


Dagenham Chase - 69 32 - - 13 38 55 
Fishers Green - 17 - - - - - 550 
Passingford Bridge - - - - - - - 400 
Romford 400 - - - - - - - 
Broad Colney 400 - - - - - - - 
Chiswell Green - 19 - - - - 120 - 
Coopers Green Lane 800 - - - - - 400 - 
Coursers Lane Fields - - - - - 537 - 400 
Great Amwell 150 - - - - - - ch 
Salisbury Hall Farm 948 - 569 - - - - 2 
Shenleybury 86 68 - - - 85 - - - 
Tyttenhanger GP - 50 - 300 - - - 130 
Staines Res 2D 47 26 - - 2 Z - 
Theobalds Park, Enfield - - = - - - - 425 
Beddington SF - 16 - - 10 - 159 1 
Holmethorpe SP - 24 - - - 1 1 1 


Berwick Ponds, 80 on Nov 13th and 100 in December. Corbets Tey, 20 on Jan 
23rd. Cranham Marsh, 12 on Mar 3rd. Rainham Marsh, 60 on Feb 27th and one 
on July 16th. Walthamstow Res, 20 flew N on Oct 16th. 
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Amwell GP, 75 on Jan 24th, six on Feb 20th and one on Nov 13th. Chorleywood, 
58 flew over on Nov 27th. Harper Lane Fields, Radlett, 66 on Oct 23rd. Rush 
Green, Hertford, two on Feb 22nd. Rye Meads, 95 on Jan 9th and one on Dec 
24th. Stanborough Lakes, 40 on Feb 12th. Woodoaks Farm, 71 on Nov 26th and 
96 on Dec 18th. 

Kempton Park, one on Feb 13th. Perry Oaks SEF, 12 on Nov 27th. Rammey Marsh, 
ten on Feb 15th. 

Queen Mother Res, one on Nov 5th and eight flew SE on Nov 13th. 

Bessels Green, one on Feb 20th. Chevening, 35 with Lapwings on Dec 27th. 
Dartford Marsh, three on Dec Ist. Hoblingwell Wood, 12 flew S on Feb 22nd. 
Barn Elms Res, one on Oct 14th. Queen Elizabeth IJ Res, one on Nov Sth. 
Sydenham Hill, two flew over on Oct 16th. 


1993 Additional Record 
Dulwich Woods, 90 flew S on Jan 3rd. 


Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers and scarce winter visitor. 


Numbers on the Lower Thames in the winter months were again at a very low 
level, with a maximum of only three in February and five in November. This 
compares with 35 as recently as January 1992. Spring passage was exceptionally 
good with eight flying north over Hampstead Heath in late April and a whole 
series of records throughout May at nine localities. The best days each produced 
eight birds - May 2nd, 3rd and 7th. Autumn records were far fewer with most 
falling between mid-September and mid-November, the usual peak period. All 
records are given. 


Beckton, singles on Feb 15th and May 20th. Dagenham Chase, one on Feb 15th. 
King George V Res, one on June 3rd. Rainham Marsh, two on Feb 5th, singles on 
May 2nd, 7th, 8th, 28th and Aug 20th. Wm Girling Res, singles on Feb 15th and 
Sept 21st. 

Amwell GP, one on Nov 3rd. Tyttenhanger GP, singles on May 8th, 9th and 22nd. 
Brent Res, singles on May 3rd and 10th. Hampstead Heath, eight flew N on Apr 
23rd - the first record for this site. Staines Res, singles on Mar 5th, Apr 5th, 23rd, 
26th and 29th; in May there were four on 2nd and 3rd, two on 4th, one on 5th, two 
on 6th, six on 7th, three on 8th, six on 13th, four on 16th, singles on 17th, 18th, 
22nd and 26th, five on 28th, three on 29th and four on 30th; the only autumn 
records were singles on Oct 16th and 17th. 

Crayford Marsh, one on Mar 4th. Dartford Marsh, singles on Jan 4th and 17th, 
Aug 20th and Oct 2nd, five on Oct 23rd and Nov 6th and one on Noy 20th. Stone 
Marsh, singles on Feb 19th and Nov 12th. Swanscombe Marsh, three on Feb 19th 
and one on Dec 12th. Thamesmead, singles on May 3rd and Aug 17th. 

Barn Elms Res, singles on May 3rd, 7th, 8th and 20th and three on Nov 13th. 
Beddington SF, singles on May 2nd, 8th and 11th, four on May 13th and 14th, 
and singles on May 18th, 21st and 22nd; one on Aug 16th, three on Sept 21st, one 
on Sept 22nd and 23rd, singles on Nov Sth, 13th and 14th. Island Barn Res, one 
on May 2nd. Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on Sept 18th. 
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Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Status: widespread breeding species; common winter visitor and passage migrant. 


About 121 pairs were reported during the breeding season as either having bred 
or holding territory which is within the range established in recent years. This 
range is susceptible to the vagaries of reporting from year to year rather than any 
real changes in status. Highest concentrations were in fields by Job’s Dairy, 
Hanworth (13 pairs but with mixed success), Rainham Marsh (12 pairs and 
reported as stable) and Tyttenhanger GP (11 pairs). 


As usual the species reacted very quickly to cold weather and movements were 
noted on two successive days in February, with 200 S at Beddington SF on Feb 
13th and then on Feb 14th, small scale movements in response to snowfalls 
included the following counts: Beddington SF (560 flew S), Forest Hill (50 flew 
W), Hampstead Heath (45 flew W), Hoblingwell Wood (302 in nine flocks flew S 
in only 30 minutes) and Honor Oak (25 flew W). Otherwise a feature of the 
winter months was the number of really large flocks recorded which seems to get 
higher and higher each year. A selection of the highest counts, together with all 
Inner London records is given below. 


Aveley, 1,000 on Jan 3rd and 4,000 in November. Berwick Ponds, 1,200 on Nov 
13th and 1,500 on Dec 27th. Collier Row, 1,000 on Jan 3rd. Corbets Tey, 2,000 
on Jan 23rd. Dagenham Chase, 3,100 on Jan 10th (a new site record) and 1,800 
on Dec 29th. Fairlop, 1,000 on Jan 30th. River Thames, a complete count along 
the Inner Thames in January revealed 1,598 and 999 in February. Rainham Marsh, 
2,500 on November 12th and 25th. Romford, 2,500 on Nov 20th. 

Amwell GP, 1,000 on Jan Sth. Coursers Lane Fields, 1,500 on Jan 3rd and Oct 
30th. Cuffley, 3,000 on Jan 29th. Salisbury Hill Farm, 3,000 on Jan 3rd. 
Tyttenhanger GP, 2,000 on Nov 15th. Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross, 2,200 on 
Jan 2nd and 3,000 on Dec 18th. 

Near Capel Manor, Enfield, 1,000+ on Dec 8th. Job’s Dairy, Hanworth, 1,760+ 
on Jan 26th. Perry Oaks SF, c1,000 on Nov 13th. Staines Res, 4,000 on Jan 2nd 
and Feb 6th, roosting on empty reservoir basin and 1,723 on Dec 4th. Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, singles on Mar 9th and July 7th, four on July 17th, five on 19th, 
two on 21st and 37 on Dec 21st (ARD). 

Richings Park, Iver, 440 on Feb 13th was the largest count in this sector. 
Chevening, 3,500 on Dec 27th. Polhill, 2,400 on Dec 19th. 

Holmethorpe SP, 3,500 on Jan 13th, 2,000 on Feb Ist and 3,000 on Nov 24th and 
Dec 20th. 


Knot Calidris canutus 
Status: passage migrant in small numbers with very occasional winter records. 


Beckton, one on Mar 15th (PSt). Dagenham Chase, one on Aug 10th and 11th 
(KB et al). Wm Girling Res, one on Aug 11th (JF). 

Staines Res, one on May 9th (CL, DJMs, PN), two from May 13th to 18th with 
three on 15th, and one from May 23rd to 25th (mo); one on Aug 12th (CL) and 
13th (AVM, DJMs, PN) and one on Dec 2nd (CL). 

Dartford Marsh, four on May 8th (AJM ef ai). 
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Barn Elms Res, one on the Thames foreshore on Feb 14th was relocated on the 
reservoir on Feb 15th and another on Apr 13th (NPS et al). 


A single bird appeared in the brief cold snap in February and there were quite a 
number of spring records this year, mostly in May which included a good series at 
Staines Res and four together in Kent. However, autumn records were confined 
to just three birds which arrived during an influx of Ringed Plovers. 


Sanderling Calidris alba 
Status: regular passage migrant in variable numbers. 


Beckton, two on May 10th (PS#). Dagenham Chase, one on Aug 11th (KB). King 
George V Res, one on May 2nd (AMn) and July 28th (AMna, PJV). Rainham 
Marsh, singles on Apr 16th (MKD) and Aug 12th (KB). Wm Girling Res, singles 
on Aug 6th and on 12th and 13th (JF, PJV). 

Staines Res, one on Apr 23rd, two on Apr 30th, May 2nd and 3rd; on May 7th at 
least 22 (but see below) and then further singles on May 10th, 13th and 14th, 
followed by another influx with 11 on May 15th, 25 on 16th, 12 on 17th and 13 on 
18th, numbers then declined to two on 19th, one on 21st, two on 22nd and one on 
25th. The last birds of spring were three on June 12th. There were six birds in 
autumn, with adults on July 13th, 23rd and Aug 2nd, a juvenile from Aug 11th to 
17th and two juveniles on Aug 20th and 21st (mo). 

Queen Mother Res, three on May 2nd, five (possibly eight) on 7th, one on 11th, 
eight or nine on 16th, one on June 3rd, an adult on Aug 2nd, three adults on Aug 
3rd and another on Aug 10th (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, five on May 7th (AJM) and two on May 11th (BEW). 

Barn Elms Res, singles on May 3rd (JMy) and 8th (BPA), two on May 15th (NPS 
et al) and one on 16th (BPA). Beddington SE, two on May 12th (KJM). 


The exceptional number of spring records, mostly in May, made this clearly the 
best ever year for this species in the London Area. Staines Res dominated the 
records, as in previous years when it has been drained, but other sites (especially 
Queen Mother Res) also had good numbers of birds. The previous largest flocks 
recorded in the London Area were 26 at Rainham Marsh on Mar 29th 1980 and 
22 at Wraysbury Res on May 16th 1971, so the counts at Staines Res of 22 on 
May 7th and 25 on May 16th were very impressive indeed. In fact, on May 7th, 
the count was an absolute minimum as many small flocks (including one of 16 
birds) seemed to be passing through and the true figure could have been much 
higher, perhaps as many as 45-50 birds. Autumn records were typically far fewer, 
mostly in July and August with a small arrival between Aug 10th and 12th. 


Little Stint Calidris minuta 
Status: passage migrant in small numbers. 


Dagenham Chase, two on Sept 16th (KB). 

Perry Oaks SE, one on Sept 16th, four on 20th, two on 27th and one on 29th (CL). 
Staines Res, five on May 7th (DJMs), one on 13th (CL, PN), three on 14th (AVM, 
DJMs, PN) and 15th (APG, GCG, DJMs), four on 16th (CL), three on 17th (CL, 
PN, KLP), five on 18th (DJMs, PN), three on June 12th (PN) and one on 19th 
(AVM, DJMs, JAT). In July, eight on 8th (DJMs), two on 21st (DJMs, PN) and 
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22nd (CL), three on 30th (NJM), and four on 31st (AVM, DJMs, PN) and finally 
one on Aug 22nd (CL) and three on 28th (DJMs, PN). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Sept 15th (NPS). Beddington SF, an early spring bird 
from Apr 15th to 17th, one on May 14th, four on 15th, three on Aug 16th and 17th 
and one from Sept 15th to 19th (BBR). Hogsmill SF, one on Sept 28th (JGe). 
Walton Res, one on Aug 18th and two on Sept 15th (MLd). 


Following an early arrival at Beddington in April, spring passage was confined to 
this site and the drained Staines Res, which between them produced far more 
spring records than is usual in May. Staines continued to produce birds through 
July and August and numbers in these months were about normal but the main 
passage of juveniles in September was disappointing, despite a small arrival around 
Sept 15th. 


Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii 
Status: rare, but annual passage migrant, mainly in May. 

Beddington SF, one from May 20th (BBR). 

Spring would not be the same without at least one of these tiny migrants somewhere 
in London; rarely are we disappointed. 

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
Status: rare passage migrant. 


Perry Oaks SF, one on Sept 20th (CL). 
Barn Elms Res, a well watched bird from Sept 4th to 12th (NPS et ai). 





These two typical September records bring to 51 the total of London Area records 
this century. Records of all other Nearctic waders combined amount to only 32 so 
this is by far the most regular. In the last ten years, only 1986, 1987 and 1990 
have been without at least one bird. 


Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers, most regular in autumn. 


Dagenham Chase, a juvenile on Sept 23rd (KB, MSn). 
Amwell GP, a juvenile on Sept 11th (SCr, TJH, WR). 
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M_ Perry Oaks SF, one on Sept 11th, two on Sept 20th and 22nd (CL). Staines Res, 
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singles on May 7th (CL, PN) and May 19th and 20th (DJMs) and an adult from 
July 19th to 28th (PN et al). 

Beddington SF, a juvenile from Sept 2nd to 18th, eight on Sept 19th, nine on 20th 
and 21st (BBR). 


Despite what is apparently a record count for Beddington in September, with 
only two birds in spring, one adult in July and records from only four sites in 
September, this species was very scarce this year. This is all the more surprising 
given the excellent conditions at Staines Res and the number of other calidrids 
which moved through there (in spring especially). 


Dunlin Calidris alpina 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Wintering birds along the Lower Thames as usual produced high counts at both 
ends of the year, although with the lack of a suitable roosting site since the closure 
of West Thurrock Power Station and its ash lagoons, the largest numbers were 
mostly at low tide. These counts were well below the roost counts at West Thurrock 
where there were as many as 22,000 as recently as 1992. Small roosts were found 
on the shoreline at Aveley Bay (Rainham) in November (1,000) and on barges in 
the middle of the Thames off Rainham in December (3,000). A complete count of 
the river within the London Area boundary at low tide gave figures of 2,605 in 
January and 5,942 in February. Monthly maxima for the main Lower Thames 
localities are given in the following table. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Barking 820 518 - - 2 - 1 - - - - . 
Beckton 340 343 49 - - . - - . 39 250 300 
Rainham Marsh 1000 1500 150 25 10 - - 5 12 300 1000 3000 
West Thurrock 180 3000 - - - - - - - - - - 
Crayford Marsh 700 ~=400 - : - . - - ~ . - 1000 
Dartford Marsh 352) 2808530 4 SY! - - 6 10 340 400 1250 
Erith Reach - 400 - . - - - - - 7 - - 
Stone Marsh 10 80 50 - - - 3 . . 36 , 350 - 


Other counts included 55 at Grays in February and 100 flying downriver on Jan 
30th at Swanscombe Marsh. Outside the winter months, this species remains 
scarce, although the count of 57 at Dartford Marsh is of note. 


At inland sites, although widely reported from many localities in all months, 
most records were of single birds and numbers rarely exceeded five. The exceptions 
to this are listed in the following table and include the best wader sites in the 
Area. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Perry Oaks SF - - rs - - 13 - - 27 29 
Staines Res 152 189 185 +4 83 7 56 58 49 3 l 67 
Barn Elms Res - 15) - 1 1 - 4 7 17 - 2 6 
Beddington SF - 4 3 5 l 2 2 67 2 2 12 . 
Walton Res - - - - - 1 4 2 - - 6 


Staines Res was drained from January to early September and provided excellent 
habitat throughout this period. Peak inland counts in February all fell between 
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13th and 15th suggesting a cold weather influence at all three sites. Although 
counts at Staines in spring were quite high, there were obvious influxes on Apr 
28th and May 7th, and in autumn on July 16th, but numbers were consistently at 
a high level in August. 


Ruff Philomachus pugnax 


Status: regular passage migrant and decreasing winter visitor. 


The following table gives monthly maxima for localities recording this species 
with any regularity. Away from these sites, birds were scarce and all other records 
are given under counties. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Rainham Marsh - 1 1 - 8 - - 1 - - - - 
Perry Oaks SF : - - 27122 ay 2043 iy 26 - 3 - 
Staines Res 12 10 9 16 30 - 6 13 10 - - - 
Barn Elms Res . - - - - - - 1 16 - - 1 
Beddington SF - - 3 1 1 - Z 3) 6 


Dagenham Chase, one from July 19th to 26th. Essex Filter Beds, one from Sept 
17th to 20th. King George V Res, three on Sept 9th. Waltham Abbey, one on Sept 
15th. 

Tyttenhanger GP, singles on May 2nd, 4th and 7th. 

Hounslow Heath, one on Sept 25th. Kempton Park Res, singles on Sept 11th and 
Oct 15th. King George VI Res and Staines Moor, six on Feb 13th. Rammey 
Marsh, singles on July 8th and 18th. 

Horton Fields, four on Nov 16th. 

Holmethorpe SP, three from Sept 12th to 16th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on 
Sept 20th. Walton Res, singles on Sept 10th and 15th. 


Numbers at traditional wintering sites have declined over the last decade, with 
only Staines Res attracting relatively small numbers in the first three months and 
with this site reflooded during the last three months, very few birds were seen 
anywhere. There was however, a very noticeable influx in the first few days of 
May and numbers in autumn were quite high in mid-September, but in both cases 
mostly at just a few sites. Counts at Staines during April rose suddenly from two 
to three birds for most of the month to 16 on 29th and on May 2nd there were 26 
here and 22 at Perry Oaks SF (with possibly some duplication) and eight at 
Rainham Marsh. On May 3rd there were 30 at Staines. This influx was noted in 
many other parts of southern Britain. Autumn passage began on July Ist and 
numbers remained low until a good passage of juveniles, with 13 at Staines on 
Aug 27th and 28th, 16 at Barn Elms on Sept 15th and 26 at Perry Oaks on Sept 
16th. Passage ceased abruptly after Sept 25th with only one sighting in October, 
and six in November and December. 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
Status: widespread but elusive winter visitor and passage migrant. 


All records are given or summarised for some sites. 


Berwick Ponds, two on Dec 27th. Dagenham Chase, singles on Jan 29th and Sept 
26th. Dagnam Park, one on Feb 12th. Essex Filter Beds, up to two in January and 
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singles in February and March. Fairlop Water, singles on Jan Ist and 16th, 
increasing to six on Mar 2nd and eight on Mar 5th, two on Mar 11th and Apr 
17th. Hall Marsh, one on Mar 20th and 23rd. Rainham Marsh, one on Oct Ist. 
Walthamstow Marsh, one on Nov 8th. 

Amwell GP, singles in February and on Mar 20th and again in October and 
November with two on Dec 21st. Broad Colney Lakes, one on Oct 9th. Cheshunt 
GP, one from Mar 8th to 10th and on Dec 19th. Rye Meads, two on Jan 15th with 
singles on several dates to Mar 26th when three were present, one on Apr 24th 
and one on Oct 22nd. 

Alexandra Park, one on Apr 13th. Bentley Priory, one on Feb 2nd, 4th and 20th. 
Brent Res, singles on Mar 12th and Nov 26th. Downe Barns Farm, one on Apr 
6th. Hounslow Heath, one or two on many dates between Jan 20th and Apr 23rd 
and one on Nov Sth. Perry Oaks SF, one on Jan 16th, three on Feb 6th and 20th, 
two on Mar 6th, singles on Nov 13th, Dec 4th and 18th and seven on Dec 31st. 
Queen Mary GP, one on Jan 8th. Rammey Marsh, two on Jan 20th, one from Oct 
23rd until the year end but five on Nov 15th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Sept 
23rd. 

Swanscombe Marsh, one on Jan 15th, two on Jan 22nd, nine at four sites on Feb 
19th, five on Mar 21st and two on Oct 23rd, Nov 12th and Dec 27th. Thamesmead, 
high counts at the beginning of the year included 12 on Jan 31st, seven on Feb Ist 
and five on Mar 1st, with the last on Apr 25th; two from Oct 26th and in November 
and December. | 

Barn Elms Res, one on Dec 23rd. Beddington SF, seven on Jan 10th, one or two 
in February and up to five in March with the last on Apr 16th. Hersham GP, two 
on Jan 23rd and three on Mar 19th. Hinchley Wood, a migrant in a garden on Oct 
14th. South Norwood CP, up to two from January to Apr 2nd and singles between 
Oct 28th and Nov 27th. 


There were some surprisingly high counts at the beginning of the year with 12 at 
Thamesmead, nine at Swanscombe Marsh, eight at Fairlop and five at Beddington 
being the largest concentrations. Birds were seen up until Apr 25th. The first 
returning bird in autumn was logged on Sept 23rd but all records until the end of 
the year were of just one or two birds apart from five at Rammey Marsh and 
seven at Perry Oaks. 


Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant, scarce breeder. 


All records suggestive of breeding are given, together with all Inner London records 
and the highest counts in each sector outside the breeding season. Two pairs were 
proved to breed at one site, with a further three pairs displaying or summering at 
each of three other sites. Only single localities at either end of the year produced 
counts on or over the 100 mark. 


Berwick Ponds, 50+ on Dec 27th. Dagenham Chase, displaying in March and up 
to six in April; may have bred. Hall Marsh, 50 on Feb 20th and 60 on Mar 23rd 
and 25th; one pair summered. Rainham Marsh, one pair summered and probably 
bred; 40 on Feb 16th and Apr 18th. West Thurrock, a pair in full display in May 
and probably bred. 

Amwell GP, 60 on Jan 30th, one on May 2nd and 45 on Oct 30th. Rye Meads, two 
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pairs bred (one nest was found); 55 on Apr 2nd and 64 on Nov 19th. 

Brent Res, 40 on Mar 5th and 30 on Dec 3rd. Queen Mary GP, 20 on Mar 19th. 
Staines Res, 71 on Jan 16th and 106 on Mar 21st. Springwell Reedbed, 65 on Jan 
3rd. Inner London: Kensington Gardens, one on Apr 19th (PCk). Regent’s Park, 
one on Apr 18th (ARD). 

Wraysbury GP, 20 on Mar 12th. | 
Sevenoaks Reserve, 25 on Jan 7th and 24 on Nov 9th. Swanscombe Marsh, 27 on 
Dec 27th. 

Beddington SF, 37 on Mar 19th, two on May Ist, singles on May 5th and 7th but 
no evidence of breeding. Hersham GP, 30 on Jan 3rd. Holmethorpe SP, 100 in 
flooded fields at Mercer’s Farm on Nov 24th. 


Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 
Status: localised breeding species, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


As usual, rather few were found outside the breeding season and all sightings at 
these times related to single birds, apart from three at Limpsfield Chart on Oct 
23rd and two at Dagnam Park on Dec 11th. Records are summarised in the 
following table. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 


Sightings 5) 6 4 1 8 6 7 
Total no of birds 5 4 4 1 i 6 8 


In Inner London there were singles at Regent’s Park on Jan Ist and Oct 27th 
(ARD), St James’s Park on Dec 17th (MK) and picked up in Tottenham Court 
Road and released in Regent’s Park on Nov 14th (ARD). 


Breeding season records are given below. 


Epping Forest, two were roding at Jack’s Hill in April and May. 

Balls Wood, one roding throughout the summer. Bencroft Wood, Wormley, one on 
June 22nd. Broxbourne Woods, at least two roding from May to July. Cole Green, 
two on May 7th. Panshanger Park, one on Apr 19th. 

Stanmore Common, one roding on June 4th. 

Black Park, up to three birds roding between May and July. 

Bookham Common, one roding on May 16th. Esher Common, one on June 20th. 
Limpsfield Chart, three or possibly four roding birds in May and June. Nower 
Wood, present during the breeding season. 


Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
Status: passage migrant in highly variable numbers; scarce in winter. 


Barking Bay, one on July 21st (AMn). Belhus Woods CP, one on May 8th (MKD). 
Dagenham Chase, three on Aug 9th (KB). Fishers Green, one on Aug 14th (MJO). 
King George V Res, one on Aug 4th (AMn). Paynes Lane GP, one from Aug 15th 
to 21st (TJH). Rainham Marsh, one on July 23rd (MKD). Wm Girling Res, two 
on Aug 12th (PJV). 

Brent Res, two on July 3rd (DLo). Rammey Marsh, one from Aug 14th to 16th 
(KA, BD). Staines Moor, one on July 30th (PN). Staines Res, one on Jan 16th 
(APG, AVM, PN), one from May 5th to 9th (RMC, CL et a/) and a further 18 flew 
over on May 7th (DJMs). In autumn, present on an exceptional 41 dates between 
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June 29th and Aug 27th, with one to three birds present on 20 days and higher 


counts of five on July 7th, nine on 16th and ten on 22nd, and in August, four on 


3rd, 23 on 4th, 19 on Sth, 11 on 6th, 13 on 7th, ten on 8th, six on 9th, ten on 10th, 
eight on 11th, 19 on 12th, 15 on 13th, ten on 14th, four on 15th, six on 17th and 
four on 18th and 22nd (mo). 

Dartford Marsh, two on July 21st, one on July 31st and two flew E on Aug 6th 
(BEW). 

Barn Elms Res, two on July 3rd (MCS), four on July 10th (mo), one on July 23rd 
(NL, TJL, JPPW) and two on Aug 8th (BPA). Beddington SF, one flew S on Feb 
14th, seven on July 5th, one on 10th, three on 23rd and one on Aug 4th (BBR). 
Walton Res, nine on July 7th (MLd). 


With birds present almost daily on the drained south basin at Staines Res during 
July and August (and no fewer than ten days with double figure flocks during the 
year), this was easily the best year yet in terms of both bird/days and distribution 
(reported from 16 sites). July and August totally dominated with only five records 
outside of this period (two in winter and three in May). The count of 23 at Staines 
Res on Aug 4th is the second largest ever in the London Area, bettered only by 
the flock of 36 which flew over Brent Res on Apr 29th 1985. 


Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers; scarce in winter. 


Fishers Green and Paynes Lane GP, one on May 8th (SCr, PJV). Rainham Marsh, 
15 on May 8th (RBd, DMI, RJW et al) flew over the Kent side of the river. Wm 
Girling Res, one on Feb 16th (PJV). 

Staines Res, eight on Mar 27th (JAT), one on Apr 28th (PN), three on Apr 29th 
(AVM, PN) and singles on Apr 30th, May Ist, 2nd and 5th (AVM, DJMs, PN et 
al). On May 7th, at least 26, with eight in the morning, one of which remained to 
join other flocks totalling 18 during the afternoon (PN); six on May 8th (mo), four 
on 11th (CL), singles from May 12th to 15th (CDRH, CL, KLP ef a/) and from 
May 28th to 30th (AVM, DJMs, PN) and one on Sept 10th (AVM). 

Dartford Marsh, one on Apr 19th (BEW), 15 on May 8th, also seen in Essex 
(AJM et al), six on May 11th (BEW) and one on May 14th (AJM). Thamesmead, 
one flew SW on Aug 24th (NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, one flew W on Oct 31st (FJM). Beddington SF, one on Apr 20th 
(KJM). Molesey GP, one on May 7th (ML4@). 


Another good year, but unlike the previous species, the vast majority of records 
occurred in the spring, with May 7th and 8th seeing some impressive flocks. 


Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Status: regular passage migrant. 


There was a very early record at Staines Res on Mar 26th. Otherwise, spring 
passage lasted from Apr 16th to May 23rd with about 155 birds seen during the 
period. Most records referred to parties of one to three birds, but several larger 
flocks were seen, including one of 16. One at Osterley Park on June 18th was 
very unusual and well outside the normal periods of migration, if not entirely 
unprecedented. A further 40 birds were seen in the autumn, between July 2nd 
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and Sept 6th, the largest group being nine. All records are given and dates refer to 
sightings of single birds but where more were seen, the count is shown in brackets. 


Barking Bay, July 7th (2). Dagenham Chase, Apr 21st (2) and May 11th. Dagnam 
Park, Apr 23rd (7) and 24th (2). Fairlop, May 2nd (2) and 6th (16). Hainault 
Forest, Aug 12th. King George V Res, Apr 23rd (9), 25th, Sept 8th and 16th. 
Paynes Lane GP, Apr 23rd (3). Rainham Marsh, Apr 23rd (2), 30th (2), May 2nd, 
8th, 9th (2), 10th, 14th (3), July 9th, 23rd and Aug 20th. West Thurrock, May Sth. 
Sewardstone, Apr 26th (2). 

Amwell GP, July 24 (3). Beech Farm GP, Apr 24th (3). Cheshunt GP, Sept 6th. 
Cole Green, May 4th, 7th and 8th. Rye Meads, Apr 16th (2), 24th (6) and May 
8th. Tyttenhanger GP, July 5th (4). 

Osterley Park, June 18th. Queen Mary Res, Apr 23rd. Rammey Marsh, Apr 23rd. 
Staines Res, Mar 26th, Apr 16th, 22nd (2), 23rd, 24th, 26th, 28th (3) and 29th, 
May 6th (2), 8th and 22nd, July 11th and 16th and Sept Sth. Stanmore CP, Apr 
25th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, Apr 22nd (2). Inner London: Regent’s Park, one 
flew SE on Aug 31st (ARD). 

Queen Mother Res, Apr 21st. Wraysbury GP, July 30th (8). 

Dartford Marsh, Apr 26th, May 8th, July 5th, 7th, 17th and 21st. Swanscombe 
Marsh, Apr 26th (2), July 16th (2) and Aug 5th (2). 

Barn Elms Res, Apr 24th, May Sth (3) and 23rd (3) and Aug 17th. Beddington 
SF, Apr 16th, 21st (2), 22nd (3), 23rd (4), 24th (5), May Sth and July 3rd (2). 
Holmethorpe SP, Apr 21st (7 or 8). 


1993 Additional Record 
Gillespie Park, one flew E on July 28th. 


Curlew Numenius arquata 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant; scarcer than previous species. 


As usual, a rather haphazard series of records, with reports from every month of 
the year. There were only a few records from the Lower Thames in the winter 
months. Otherwise, a good number of records in March and April presumably 
refers to birds returning to breeding sites and again in late June and early July 
relating to post-breeding dispersal. The last five months produced small numbers 
in each month. All records are given and dates refer to single birds unless shown 
otherwise. 


Barking Bay, Oct 9th. Belhus Woods CP, Apr 9th. Dagenham Chase, June 30th 
and Oct 17th. Fishers Green, Jan 5th and Apr 13th (2). King George V Res, Sept 
16th. Paynes Lane GP, June 25th. Rainham Marsh, Jan 16th, June 25th, Dec 10th 
(2) and 28th (3). Walthamstow Marsh and Res, Oct 23rd. West Thurrock, Jan 9th 
and Feb 6th. Wm Girling Res, Aug 12th. | 

Cheshunt GP, Jan 5th. Tyttenhanger GP, Mar Sth. 

Brent Res, July 3rd. Staines Res, Mar 20th, Apr 18th, June 23rd (2) and 25th (2), 
and July 5th (2). Wood Green Res, July 3rd. Inner London: Regent’s Park, nine 
flew W on July 26th (ARD). River Thames at Chelsea Harbour, one probing mud 
at low tide on Aug 17th (JT). 

Horton GP, Apr 17th (4). Queen Mother Res, Apr 22nd (14 in flocks of 10 and 4). 
Dartford Marsh, Jan 4th (2) and Nov 20th. Stone Marsh, June 23rd (6). 
Swanscombe Marsh, Oct 23rd. Thamesmead, Oct 17th (3) and Nov 3rd. 
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Barn Elms Res, June 18th and July 7th. Beddington SF, Mar 6th, 7th and 8th (2), 


‘Apr 12th, May 10th, June Sth (4), 22nd and 26th (3), July 31st, Aug 30th, Nov 


5th and Dec 3rd. Richmond Park, Pen Ponds, June 22nd. 


Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
Status: scarce passage migrant. 


Rainham Marsh, one from May 3rd to 7th (WV et al). 

Broxbourne GP, one on Aug 29th (BR). Rye Meads, one flew over on Aug 9th 
(RMRG). Tyttenhanger GP, singles on Apr 22nd (MCB, SPe) and Aug 29th (SPe). 
Staines Res, one on July Ist (CL, JAS et al) and two juveniles from Aug 26th to 
28th (AVM et al). Stanwell Moor, two on Mar 29th (ED*?). 

Beddington SE, two on Aug 8th and 9th and one on 18th (BBR). 


This species’ scarcity continues with only ten records of 12 birds, despite ample 
suitable habitat being available at Staines Res in particular. August is usually the 
best month. 


Redshank Tringa totanus 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant; regular but decreasing breeder. 


All records of confirmed or possible breeding are given, also an Inner London 
record and the highest counts from each county with monthly maxima for the 
most favoured localities shown in tabular form. 


Barking Bay, two pairs bred on the marsh. Belhus Woods CP, one pair summered. 
Berwick Ponds, three pairs bred. Hall Marsh, one pair raised three young. Rainham 
Marsh, 13 or 14 pairs bred. Counts along the Lower Thames in winter are shown 
in the table below. Very few records were received for the period May to August. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Barking 84 32 17 - - - 20 56 
Beckton 47 26 - 20 - 23 56 

Grays 60 100 - - - - . : 
Rainham Marsh 220 400 120 100 70 110 150 220 
West Thurrock 450 1100 - - 83 . - 


In addition, co-ordinated counts along the whole length of the Inner Thames (both 
shores) revealed totals of 719 in January and 1,483 in February. Birds were again 
noted roosting on barges in the river off Rainham. 

Amwell GP, two pairs bred unsuccessfully. Tyttenhanger GP, three pairs summered, 
two of which bred, again without success; a count of 12 on Mar 24th. 
Hanworth, a pair laid eggs which were stolen. Perry Oaks SF, at least one pair 
bred. Staines Res, three pairs reared at least six young on the drained reservoir 
floor. Stockley Park, two pairs on territory, one pair with two small chicks on 
June 11th. Highest monthly counts are given for Perry Oaks and Staines, with the 
latter site holding birds almost continuously for the first eight months of the year. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Perry Oaks SF - 2 - 7 9 5 3 - ] - 6 1 
Staines Res 25 20 19 17 10 21 18 b) l l - - 
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At nearby King George VI Res, there were nine on Nov 12th and ten on Dec 9th 
and seven at Queen Mary Res, also on Dec 9th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one 
flew SW on July 23rd (ARD). 

The highest count was only four at Horton GP on Apr 18th. 

The only evidence of breeding was of five pairs displaying records at Dartford 
Marsh on May 8th. For counts along the whole length of the Lower Thames see 
Essex above. Peak monthly counts for the main sites along the river are given. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Dartford Marsh S/pegls4 50 21 10 3 = 1 26m 160i e150 75 
Swanscombe Marsh 20 40 = = 4 = = = > 22 10 30 
Thamesmead 10 10 7 3 1 - - - - 8 9 12 


Other counts included 50 at Crayford Marsh on Feb 5th, 35 at Crossness on Jan 
15th and 30 at Stone Marsh on Nov 12th. There were no records at all away from 
the River Thames. 

Beddington SF, two or three pairs bred. Only reported regularly from Barn Elms 
Res (maximum of five on Feb 8th), Beddington SF and Walton Res. 


Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Status: common passage migrant. 


The first spring bird was seen at Amwell GP on the early date of Mar 22nd, but 
all other spring passage records fell between the more normal dates of 
Apr 11th and May 20th. In June, singles were at Staines Res between 16th and 
18th, at Rainham Marsh on 19th, at Berwick Ponds on 24th, and then regularly 
from June 30th with autumn passage lasting to Oct 9th. The approximate number 
of bird/days in each county is shown in the following table. Numbers in Middx 
were considerably boosted by the fact that Staines Res was drained until early 
September, thereby attracting this species in good numbers day after day in May, 
July and August. 


Apr May June Jul Aug Sep Oct 
Essex 2, 9 2 39 60 5 - 
Herts 2 2 - - 7 2 - 
Middx 9 79 4 115 230 42 1 
Bucks - - - 1 1 1 - 
Kent - - - 6 6 2 - 
Surrey 4 “4 - 45 2p) 2 3 
Totals 17 134 6 206 359 84 4 


The highest counts in each county are given below. 


King George V Res, seven on Aug 27th. Rainham Marsh, seven on July 30th and 
five on Aug 20th. 

Tyttenhanger GP, three on Aug 25th. 

King George VI Res, five on Aug 28th. Queen Mary Res, five on Aug 13th. Staines 
Res, in May, ten on 2nd, 11 on 3rd and ten on Sth; in autumn, 11 on July 27th, 13 
on Aug Ist and 13th and 12 on Aug 23rd. 

Singles at two sites in autumn. 

Dartford Marsh, three on Aug 19th. 
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Barn Elms Res, four on Aug 15th. Beddington SF, six on May 8th and on Aug 
15th and 16th. Walton Res, eight on Sept 11th. 


Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
Status: widespread winter visitor and spring migrant, common autumn migrant. 


Well reported in all months of the year from a high total of some 60 sites. The 
only real period of absence was between May 4th, when the last bird of the spring 
was seen, and June 15th, the date of the first arrival of returning migrants, noted 
at two sites. The following table gives the highest monthly counts from a selection 
of sites in each county. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Rainham Marsh 3 3 3 - - 5 35 26 14 5 4 

Amwell GP - - - - 1 1 5 11 - - - 

Rye House Marsh - - 1 1 1 3 ~ 6 6 1 
Rye Meads 2 2 2 3 . 1 1 2 6 5 5 
Tyttenhanger GP 3 ~ 5 Z - 6 Ps 3 2 3 - 
Perry Oaks SF 1 1 - 1 2 4 12 14 8 7 8 8 
Rammey Marsh 1 1 1 . - 9 9 1 1 1 1 
Staines Res 3 2 1 1 2 6 14 3 1 - - 
Dartford Marsh 1 1 1 - - 1 = 2 1 l 
Sevenoaks Reserve 1 - 4 1 3 10 3 2 - 21 
Swanscombe Marsh 1 - 3 1 3 1 1 1 2 
Beddington SF 9 8 6 4 1 1 16 16 26 9 10 6 
Walton Res - 1 - - - - 3 4 4 4 2 2 


Wintering birds reached their normal levels, with Beddington and Perry Oaks 
Sewage Farms holding the most birds. Rainham Marsh, with its history of 
producing large numbers in autumn, had the highest count by far in July, but five 
other sites also had double figure counts in autumn, with a late peak at Beddington 
in September. 


Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
Status: uncommon passage migrant. 


Berwick Ponds, three on May Sth (MAH). Essex Filter Beds, one on Oct 5th 
(TJH). Paynes Lane GP, one on Sept 2nd (TJH). Rainham Marsh, one on July 
23rd, two on 30th and singles on Aug 3rd and 8th (MKD, SRP). 

Stocker’s Farm, four on May 11th (RRD, JAT, GJW et al). 

Perry Oaks SF, singles on Apr 29th, May 2nd and Aug 14th (CL). Staines Res, 
singles on July 2nd and 3rd (AVM, DJMs, PN ef al), from July 17th to 20th 
(DJMs, PN et a/), three on Aug 9th (DJMs, PN) with one until 14th (mo), two on 
Aug 15th (CL), one on Aug 17th (AVM, DJMs) and one from Sept 3rd to 5th 
(AVM, PN et al). Stoke Newington Res, one on Aug 24th (JG/). 

Beddington SF, one on May 7th, two on May 13th and singles on July 16th and 
20th (BBR). Walton Res, four on Aug 15th (MSs, PSs), two from Aug 18th to 
21st (MLd et al) and one on Aug 24th (DMH). 


Spring passage was confined to a 15-day period between Apr 29th and May 13th, 
and included one party of four at Stocker’s Farm. More widespread in autumn 
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between July 2nd and Sept 5th (and a late bird on Oct 5th), with a good number 
of records, but only two counts of more than two together. 


Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
Status: common passage migrant and localised winter visitor. 


Highest counts during the main passage months are given in the following table. 
There were one or two notable concentrations of birds in spring, but as usual 
numbers reached a peak in July and August. 


Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 


Beckton 3 - - 3 6 5 6 
King George V Res 6 4 10 15 11 - 
Rainham Marsh - 1 - 24 30 - 1 
Walthamstow Res 3 - 5 3 - - 
Wm Girling Res 5 + 10 17 13 1 
Amwell GP 2 1 1 4 2 1 - 
Hilfield Park Res 1 3 - 2 1 3 1 
Tyttenhanger GP 3 3 - 4 4 3 
King George VI Res 2 1 - 11 6 3 - 
Perry Oaks SF 1 - 13 11 Uf - 
Queen Mary Res 1 1 - - 5 5 1 
Staines Res 2 - 2 5 3 l 
Wraysbury Res - - - 4 7 2 - 
Dartford Marsh 1 5 - 12 ll 4 2, 
Swanscombe Marsh 1 1 - 8 13 6 9 
Thamesmead 7 7 - 6 Pal 1] 1 
Barn Elms Res 4 8 - 4 11 py) - 
Beddington SF 4 3 - 6 10 7 

Walton Res - - - 4 12 2 


All winter records, other high counts and all Inner London records are detailed 
below. 


Beckton, one on Feb 25th and present in November and December. Essex Filter 
Beds, one by the River Lea throughout November. Rainham Marsh, up to three in 
January and February and two in November and December. Royal Albert Dock, 
five on Aug 4th. 

Rye Meads, five on Aug 27th. 

Perry Oaks SF, two on Nov 27th and one on Dec 18th. Ruislip Lido, five on July 
21st. Staines Res, two in January and February and one in March. Wraysbury 
Res, one on Nov 4th. Jnner London: Kensington Gardens, one on May 13th (RHK) 
and two on July 15th (RFS). Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 23rd and 27th, two on 
May 16th and 19th, one on July 6th, two on July 8th and one on July 26th (ARD). 
Horton GP, one on Jan 2nd. Queen Mother Res, one on Nov 6th and up to two in 
December. Wraysbury GP, one on Dec 5th, 9th and 14th. 

River Thames at Charlton, one from October to December. Swanscombe Marsh, 
singles on Nov 12th and Dec 27th. Thamesmead, up to two in January, three in 
February, five in March and one in November. 

Barn Elms Res, two or three from January to Mar Ist, and one or two from Nov 
10th to year end. 
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Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
Status: passage migrant and localised winter visitor. 


Fishers Green, one on Apr 24th. Grays, in January, four on 3rd, nine on 15th and 
six on 22nd, 15 on Feb 6th, two on Feb 19th, nine on Mar 21st and 11 on May Sth. 
Rainham Marsh, 17 on May 10th. 

Perry Oaks SE, two on Sept 16th. Staines Res, two on May 2nd and 3rd, one on 
May 16th, one on July 23rd, two on July 31st and Aug 4th, one from Aug 7th to 
9th increasing to two on 10th and four on 11th and then singles from 12th to 14th 
and on 17th. Wraysbury Res, one on July 28th. 

Queen Mother Res, singles on Apr 29th, July 28th, Aug 3rd, 8th and 13th. 
Dartford Marsh, five on May 7th and one on Aug 5th. Swanscombe Marsh, one 
on Jan 3rd and 20+ on Nov 12th. 

Barn Elms Res, one on July 30th. Beddington SE, two on May 21st and 22nd. 
Hersham GP, two on May 21st. 


Only reported in the winter months from two sites along the Lower Thames with 
some very good counts at Grays in the first few months, but only one report in 
November and December which also happened to be the highest count anywhere, 
with 20+ at Swanscombe on Nov 12th. Spring passage, which was reported between 
Apr 29th and May 22nd, was very poor at inland sites but parties of five, 11 and 
an exceptional 17 were found at sites by the Thames. Autumn records spanned 
the period July 23rd to Sept 16th, with again poor numbers peaking in early to 
mid-August, there being no more than four at any one site. 


1993 Correction 
Brent Res, one on Apr 28th and not May 28th as published in LBR 58. 


Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 
Status: rare passage migrant. 
Staines Res, an adult male from June 29th to July 2nd (ASS et al). 


This bird, presumably a failed breeder, never ventured far from its favourite log 
which was surrounded by shallow water on the drained south basin, and was 
therefore easy to locate and view. Only the 16th record for the London Area with 
the last five coming from this site, including one in each of the last three years. 


Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor. 


Dartford Marsh, a juvenile on Sept 22nd showed very well for 30 minutes before 
drifting off downriver (AJM, BEW). 


Only the 18th London record but rather surprisingly the first since 1987; 
interestingly 11 out of the 18 records fell in the three years from 1985-7 and only 
serve to emphasise its true scarcity in our Area. All previous records have fallen 
between October and March, so this is the first bird to occur in September. 
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Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 
Status: regular, but scarce, autumn migrant; very rare in spring and summer. 


Barn Elms Res, four dark-phase birds flew SE during strong winds on Sept 12th 
(DL). 


The date coincides exactly with the peak occurrence period for this aerial predator, 
although a single record represents a rather measly annual total, particularly given 
the records of other species of skua in London during the autumn of 1994. 


Skua sp Stercorarius sp 


King George V Res, one on May 26th was considered by the observers to be a 
Pomarine (JF, AMn), three on Sept Ist were either Arctic or Long-tailed (AMn). 
Dartford Marsh, one on Sept 15th was probably an Arctic (BEW). 


Great Skua Stercorarius skua 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor 
Dartford Marsh, four flew W up the River Thames at 13.10 hrs on Sept 15th 


(BEW). 


The first since 1991 and although this is only the 19th London record it has been 
more regular in recent years than Pomarine Skua. The date is typical; five out of 
the last seven records have involved flocks of birds. 


Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 


Status: Regular and increasing winter visitor and passage migrant; formerly a 
great rarity. 


A distinct return to form this year, after a rather lacklustre year in 1993, with a 
minimum total of 49 birds. In reality the actual number of birds seen in the Area 
during the year is almost impossible to assess accurately because of the species’ 


. well known ability to switch feeding localities and roosts. About 18 birds were 


seen during the first three months of the year with the last spring record falling on 
Mar 22nd at Wm Girling Res, followed by four fairly typical midsummer records: 
June 27th at Aveley, July 3rd at Beddington, July 30th and Aug 6th at Rainham. 
There was then a clear autumn influx with at least 27 birds arriving during the 
last four months of the year, with two sites claiming three birds each - Hilfield 
Park Res and Ponders End. This expanding species has never been more regular 
or more easily seen than it is now. The table below tabulates the approximate 
annual total of birds for each of the last 11 years. All records are given in the 
main text. 


Year 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 
Totals 49 29 44 30 18 28 32 24 21 9 5 


84 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 59 FOR 1994 


Aveley Landfill, single adults on Jan 4th and June 27th (GRE). Dagenham Chase, 
a second-winter from Jan 4th to 6th, a first-winter from Jan 8th to 27th and a 
second-winter on Jan 15th (GRE, VH); an adult on Sept 9th (KB) and a first- 
winter on Oct 30th (MLr). Essex Filter Beds, a first-winter on Sept 18th (GJ). 
Hall Marsh, a first-winter on Nov 20th (JF). King George V Res, an adult on Feb 
19th (SCr) (as Wm Girling), a second-winter on Feb 24th (RMC) and an adult on 
Nov 11th (PJV). Leyton Marsh, an adult from Feb 22nd to 24th (IK). Nazeing GP, 
a first-winter on Jan 15th (BD, PRr), two first-winters on Nov 15th (PJV) and 
single first-winter birds on Nov 16th, Dec 8th, 9th and 13th (AH, PJV). Rainham 
Marsh, an adult on Feb 26th (MKD), a second-winter on Feb 27th (MAH), single 
first-winter birds on Mar 19th, July 30th, Aug 6th and Sept 17th (MKD, SRP). 
Walthamstow Res, single adults on Jan 9th and 16th, one on the nearby filter 
beds from Feb 6th to Mar 13th (PL, DM/), one on Nov 20th, a first-winter on Dec 
4th and adults on Dec 17th and 27th (PL). Wm Girling Res, an adult on Jan 1 1th, 
two (ad and Ist w) on Jan 17th, at least three birds from Mar 8th to 22nd, including 
two together on Mar 19th (SCr) and an adult on Dec 7th (AMn). 

Amwell GP, a first-winter on Dec 3rd (BR). Cheshunt GP (Bowyer’s), a first- 
winter on Nov 20th (IK), an adult on Nov 25th (ADW) and a first-winter on Dec 
11th (BW). Hilfield Park Res, an adult (from 1993) on Jan Ist and a first-winter 
on Feb 5th (GSE, SHM); single first-winter birds on Oct 18th, 23rd and 29th, 
then up to four different first-winter birds from Nov 12th to Dec 31st with peaks 
of three on Nov 12th and Dec 4th (GSE, JFe, SHM). Stocker’s Lake, two first- 
winter birds on Oct 31st (RRD). Verulamium Lake, St Albans, an adult on Dec 
27th (DR/) and a first-winter on Dec 31st (GSE, SHM). 

Clapton Common, an adult on Dec 21st and 22nd (JG/). Durants Park, Ponders 
End, single first-winter birds on Oct 24th and Nov 11th, three on Nov 12th (ad 
and two Ist w) then up to two on many dates until Nov 28th (ACy, SCr, AMn). 
Enfield Lock, different first-winter birds on Nov 4th and 21st (SCr). Heathfield 
Recreation Ground, Twickenham, an adult on Feb 4th (CL, PAW). Picketts Lock, 
a first-winter on Dec 18th (AMn). Ponders End Lake, an adult on Mar 9th (SC7r), 
and single first-winter birds on Mar 21st and Nov 6th (ACy). Staines Res, a 
second-winter on Jan 22nd (AVM). Wood Green, a first-winter on Oct 27th in 
Willingdon Road (PL). 

Queen Mother Res, a second-winter on Dec 9th (CL) and two first-winter birds 
on Dec 18th (AVM). Wraysbury GP, a first-winter on Dec 29th and 31st on the 
British Airways pit (DJMs). 

Dartford Marsh, a juvenile on the Thames on Sept 15th (BEW) and second-winter 
birds on Sept 26th and Dec 17th (SJG, BEW). Dartford Marsh (pig farm), two 
first-winter birds on Sept 30th, single first-winters on Oct Ist, 2nd and Dec 29th 
to 31st (AJM, BEW). Thamesmead, a first-winter bird on Feb 15th and Mar 4th 
(NRW). 

Addlestone, first-winter birds on Mar 4th and Dec 28th (MBL). Beddington SF, 
an adult on Feb 7th, a second-summer on July 3rd and an adult on Nov 28th 
(BBR). Sunbury Lock, a first-winter on Nov 13th (DMH). 


1993 Additional Record 
Ponders End Lake, a second-winter on Jan 13th, 24th and 29th (ACy). 
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Little Gull Larus minutus 
Status: regular passage migrant, occasional in summer and winter. 


Following the excellent series of records last year, 1994 saw a more average set 
of records with a total of 435 bird/days involving about 174 birds. In historical 
terms this is still a good total - probably the fourth best year ever. It proved to be 
a rather poor spring passage with only 20% of records falling between April and 
May; this compares with a figure of 52% for those records in August and September 
(compared with 73% in September 1993). After the fairly even division of records 
between the east and west side of London last year, 1994 saw a return to the more 
familiar pattern of a western bias, with Staines Res once again ruling the roost 
claiming 60% of all bird/days during the year. The table below shows the number 
of bird/days and approximate number of birds that have occurred in London during 
the last 11 years. 


Year 1994 M993 1992, 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 
Bird/days AS le ae We Oo, ESATO 25 21 eS ld = LOD) ae S93 
Birds 174 201 ODF NAS 150 S07 102" "407, 74 ko, AS 


The first bird of the year was at Staines Res from Jan 16th to Feb 6th, followed by 
singles at Beddington SF on Feb 13th and Hilfield Park Res on 14th. The first 
spring migrant was at Beddington on Mar 28th, with up to two at several sites 
after this; the only spring influx occurred on Apr 23rd when 16 were at Staines 
and eight at King George V Res, apart from two on King George VI Res on 29th 
and two at Queen Mother Res on May 9th only singles were seen after this. One 
immature bird summered at Staines from May 10th. The first movement of the 
autumn was on July 14th when six were at Staines, where birds were present 
continuously throughout the autumn with peaks of seven on Sept 6th, eight on 
11th, ten on 22nd, seven on 26th. No counts of more than five birds were seen 
away from Staines. A late flurry of birds followed in November with four at 
Queen Mary Res on Sth, four at King George VI on 6th, six at Queen Mother and 
nine at Beddington on 11th, with eight more at the latter site on 12th and Dec Ist 
- most birds were heading between SE and SW; the last bird of the year was at 
Beckton on Dec 18th. The table below shows the bird/day distribution by month 
and county. All records are given, but summarised for Staines Res. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov _ Dec Totals 


Essex - - - 8 - - 1 8 14 5 - 1 Sy 
Herts - 1 - i - - - - - - - - 8 
Middx 4 1 1 22 14 10 39 TB 3 6 9 - 290 
Bucks : = = 2 2 = 4 - 4 8 3° 18 
Kent - - - 2, 1 - - 7 1 . - - 11 
Surrey - 1 3 23 3 3 2 5 1 22 8 69 


4 3 4 62 20 10 43 SPP N38) 16 39 9 435 


Barking Bay, singles on July 15th and Aug 29th. Beckton, singles on Aug 20th, 
Sept 15th, Dec 18th. King George V Res, eight on Apr 23rd, singles from Aug 
15th to 18th, Sept 14th, another from 15th to 23rd, two on 24th, one on Oct 17th, 
and two from Oct 18th to 19th. Rainham Marsh, one on Sept 17th. Walthamstow 
Res, one on Aug 7th. Wm Girling Res, one on Aug 19th. 


86 


Ke 198 


0579 


0582 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 59 FOR 1994 


Hilfield Park Res, singles on Feb 14th and from Apr 21st to 27th. 

Brent Res, one on Oct 15th. Queen Mary Res, two on Sept 10th, four on 11th and 
Nov 5th, one on 11th. King George VI Res, one on Apr 18th, 12 on 23rd (off 
Staines), two on 29th, singles on 30th, May 8th, Oct 15th, 29th and four on Nov 
6th. Staines Res, one from Jan 16th to Feb 6th, singles on Mar 29th, Apr Ist and 
20th, 16 on 23rd, then one first-summer bird from May 10th until at least July 
5th; thereafter up to four birds were present almost daily until Sept 29th with 
peaks of six on July 14th, Sept 4th, seven on 6th, eight on 11th, ten on 22nd, six 
on 24th, 25th, seven on 26th and six on 29th. Lastly an adult was present from 
Oct 7th to 16th. 

Queen Mother Res, two on May 9th, four on Aug 9th, singles on Oct 10th, 20th to 
22nd, Nov 5th, six on 11th (all adults) and one on 19th. 

River Thames at Charlton, one on Aug 22nd. Littlebrook Lake, one on May 11th 
Littlebrook PS, one on Aug 11th and 12th, two on 15th and one on 16th. 
Thamesmead, singles on Apr 25th, 27th, Aug 22nd and Sept 16th. 

Barn Elms Res, one from Apr Sth to 21st, but with two on 13th, 17th and 18th, 
three on Sept 15th and one on 22nd. Beddington SF, singles on Feb 13th, Mar 
28th to 30th, Aug 22nd, Sept 21st, two on Nov 3rd, one on 6th, nine on 1 Ith, eight 
on 12th, one on 13th, 15th, seven on Dec Ist and one on 6th. Island Barn Res, 
singles on Apr 16th, May Sth and 7th. Walton Res, one on May 6th, two on July 
22nd, one on Oct 9th. Inner London: Surrey Docks, an immature from Aug 8th to 
11th (SMh). 


Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini 
Status: rare autumn vagrant. 


Queen Mother Res, an adult in full summer plumage on Aug 5th was seen at 
close range and photographed (JAS); present from 07.15 to 08.20 hrs - see 
photographs opposite page 65. 


There had only been four London records up to 1987, when a huge invasion of 
about 64 birds took place, followed by three more records in 1988 and singles in 
1989 and 1993. All previous records had fallen in September and October; the 
date of this record is initially perplexing. However, several adult Sabine’s Gulls 
were seen off the north east coast at around the same time (eg an adult flying 
south at Hartlepool on Aug 4th), so it would seem likely that its immediate origins 
were from the east, rather than the west. Nevertheless its arrival at an inland 
reservoir in late summer is astonishing - adequate testimony, if any were needed, 
that almost anything can happen. 


Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
Status: very common winter visitor and passage migrant; has bred. 


With no census counts this year the highest count was interestingly at a gravel pit 
roost (22,600 at Nazeing). This apart, the only five-figure flocks were feeding 
flocks at Rainham. All counts of 1,500 or more, the highest counts in Inner London 
and records of abnormally plumaged birds are given. 
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Dagenham Chase, a partial albino on Dec 28th. King George V Res, a leucistic 
bird on Feb 18th and 26th. Nazeing GP, 22,600 on Feb 15th, 3,000 on 19th, 5,500 
on Mar 4th. Rainham Marsh, monthly maxima: 7,000 in January, 20,000 in 
February, 8,500 in October, 6,500 in November and 15,000 in December; an albino 
bird was present on Feb 16th. 

Hilfield Park Res, at least three leucistic birds were present in the gull roost in 
January, March and from October to December. Jnner London: Hyde Park, 159 in 
September, 233 in October, 265 in November and 315 in December. Millbank 
Park, 500 on Nov 16th. Regent’s Park, 220 on Mar 10th and 740 on Dec 17th. 
Brent Res, 1,500 on Nov 26th. Staines Res, 2,025 on Jan 16th. 

Crossness, 2,000 on Jan 15th and Sept 11th. Dartford Marsh, 2,000 on Mar 6th. 
Horton CP, 2,000 on Dec 30th. Inner London: Bankside PS, 300 on Feb 15th, 156 
on July 25th, 119 on Dec 23rd. 


Ring-billed Gull ; Larus delawarensis 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Rockingham Recreation Ground, Uxbridge, the regular adult from Nov 8th 1993 
remained until Mar 20th and returned for its fifth winter on Nov 21st remaining 
until Mar 20th 1995 (SY et al). 

Queen Mother Res, an adult on Nov 27th in a pre-roost gathering of gulls along 
the bank between 14.40 and 15.40 hrs was virtually identical to the Uxbridge 
bird (AVM). 


The Uxbridge bird returned to suburbia for at least its fifth winter on Nov 21st 
(six days later than its previous latest arrival date). Despite its apparent tardiness 
it still remains an excellent timekeeper with all arrival dates falling between Nov 
8th and 21st and all departure dates falling between Mar 3rd and 20th. Its length 
of stay during four winters is also remarkably consistent: 1991/92 (115 days), 
1992/93 (114), 1993/94 (132) and 1994/95 (119). Although the Queen Mother 
bird could have been a different individual it does seem more likely that it was 
the Uxbridge bird at a potential roost site. 
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Common Gull Larus canus 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant. 


The highest counts involved feeding flocks at Rainham and the only significant 
roost count was 1,700 at Nazeing. Highest counts in each county and significant 
Inner London records are given below. 


Nazeing GP, 1,700 on Feb 15th and 550 on 21st. Rainham Marsh, monthly maxima: 
650 in January, 2,000 in February, 500 in March and October, 1,000 in November 
and 1,200 in December. Walthamstow Filter Beds, 500 on Mar Sth. 

Brookmans Park, 314 on Jan 13th. 

Kempton Park Res, 250 on Feb 20th. Staines Res, 130 on Mar 13th and 141 on 
Dec 4th. 

Beckenham, 70 on Jan 29th. Danson Park, 50 on Dec 24th. Foots Cray Meadows, 
70 on Feb 27th. 

Beddington SF, 265 on Jan 17th, 363 on 24th and 355 on Nov 22nd. Elmbridge 
Leisure Centre, 53 on Dec 17th. Field Common GP, 60 on Mar 27th. Jnner London: 
Bankside PS, 15 on Mar 23rd and five on Dec 12th were the peak seasonal counts. 
River Thames at Chelsea Bridge, nine on Mar 8th. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 


Status: common, most regular in autumn and winter; small numbers breed in 
central London. 


The breeding population suddenly jumped up to a minimum of 17 pairs in Inner 
London and this year provided the first evidence of possible breeding in the outer 
suburbs. It is unlikely that these figures are indicative of a sudden upsurge in 
breeding success and more of a reflection of the vigilance of a few observers able 
to gain access to appropriate viewpoints overlooking London’s skyline. The table 
below tabulates the number of successful breeding pairs in London in the last ten 
years. No winter counts exceeded 600 and the biggest early autumn gathering 
was 580 at Staines. All peak monthly counts over 100 are listed below (or the 
highest county counts if these were lower), as well as details of breeding birds in 
Inner London and elsewhere are given. 


Year 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 
No. of pairs 17 8 1 2 6 5 - 5 ] 1 


Aveley, 250 on Aug 16th. Berwick Ponds, 250 on Aug 13th. Corbets Tey, 110 on 
Aug 14th, 100 on Oct 10th. Dagenham Corridor, 236 on Oct 23rd. Essex Filter 
Beds, one pair summered and may have bred at a nearby factory site. Nazeing GP, 
300 on Feb 15th, 136 on Mar 4th, 600 on Nov 11th. Rainham GP, 150 on June 
25th, 120 on July 29th, 300 on Aug 7th, 200 on Nov 26th, 100 on Dec 27th. 
Rainham Marsh, 100 on Mar 26th, 150 on Apr 18th, 200 in May, 400 on June 
19th, 350 on July 30th, 450 on Aug 20th, 400 on Oct 8th. 

Amwell GP, 125 on Oct 28th, 120 on Nov 20th. Hilfield Park Res, 223 roosting 
on Sept 4th. Rye Meads, 111 on July 30th. 

Broadwater GP, 445 in a pre-roost gathering on Oct 28th. Staines Res, 100 on 
May 15th, 400 on June 10th, 580 on Aug 26th. Wood Green Res, three birds on 
July 28th of which one was a juvenile food-begging, which suggests they may 
have bred nearby. Jnner London: King’s Cross, 11 pairs bred. Primrose Hill, at 
least six pairs bred in the area. 
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B Queen Mother Res, 100 on July 31st, 160 on Aug 4th. Woodlands Park GP, 400 
on Nov Ist. 

Dartford Marsh, 127 on June 20th, 120 on July 17th. 

Barn Elms Res, 101 on Sept 25th. Beddington SF, 250 on Nov 20th. Holmethorpe 
SP, 530 on Sept 28th. Island Barn Res, 141 on Aug 13th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 
120 on Nov 6th. Inner London: recorded widely in ones and twos, the highest 
counts were Bankside PS, ten on May 18th and Blackfriar’s Station, 15 on May 
11th (circling overhead). 


AN 


0592 Herring Gull Larus argentatus 
Status: common; most regular in winter; breeds in central London in small numbers. 


Like the previous species breeding success suddenly jumped up to a minimum of 
19 pairs, including the first breeding successes outside the Inner London zone. 
The table below tabulates the number of successful breeding pairs in London in 
the last ten years. No count exceeded 500, all peak monthly counts over 100 (or 
highest county counts where these were lower), a record of a leucistic bird, as 
well as details of breeding birds in Inner London are given. 


Year 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 
No. of pairs 19 4 - - 5 2 ] 1 - - 


E_ Aveley, 500 on Jan 6th. Berwick Ponds, 200 on Nov 12th. Nazeing GP, 300 on Jan 
21st, 378 on Feb 15th, 150 on Nov 10th. Rainham GP, 150 on Nov 26th. Rainham 
Marsh, 120 on Jan 7th, 250 on Feb 26th, 250 on May 23rd (including one leucistic 
bird), 300 on June 11th, 400 on Nov 12th and Dec 17th. 

Rye Meads, 30 on Jan Ist and Nov 19th. 

Blackwall Tunnel (north entrance), one pair present. Poplar Docks, one pair bred 

and raised one young. Staines Res, 50 on Aug 26th. nner London: King’s Cross, 

five pairs bred. Primrose Hill, about eight pairs bred in the area. Regent’s Park, 
one pair present; 60 on Dec 17th. St Pancras Church, two pairs bred. 

Tilehouse GP, 35 on Nov 21st and Dec 9th, 44 on Dec 21st. 

Greenwich, two pairs with young in nests on jetties opposite the Lea mouth in 

June (this site is directly opposite the Blackwall Tunnel site given under Middx). 

Hall Place Gardens, 80 on June 4th. The next highest count was 21 at Dartford 

Marsh on Mar 14th. 

S Beddington SE, 95 on Nov 20th, 40 on Dec 18th. Horton CP, 60 on Oct 9th. 
Richmond Park, 60 on Jan 23rd. Surbiton, 60 on July 31st. Inner London: widely 
reported throughout the area, the highest count was 15 at Westminster Bridge on 
May 4th. 
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» 0592.02 Yellow-legged Herring Gull 
Status: scarce migrant, commonest in autumn especially along the Lower Thames. 


The Lower Thames in east London remains the stronghold for this continental 
migrant; August is far and away the best month, with lesser peaks in July and 
September. The largest count was 150 at Rainham, but apart from up to 60 at 
Aveley and 42 at West Thurrock, no other site recorded double figures. All records 
are given in the table below in the form of monthly peak counts at each site, but 
summarised for those sites with only single records and Inner London records are 
listed separately. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Aveley Landfill 2 - - - - 6 1D 60 30 4 6 3 
Beckton . - - - - = - 1 1 1 1 
Berwick Ponds - - = S = 4 = 
Collier Row - - : 4 4 2 Z 
Corbets Tey - 
Nazeing GP 1 - 
Rainham GP - - 2 : z 3 6 
Rainham Marsh 1 
Royal Victoria Dock - 
West Thurrock - - - - - = : - 42 : . 
Wm Girling Res 4 1 1 - - - = - : 
Amwell GP - - = = 2 : 
Brent Res - - = ~ z, 5 
Lordship Recr Gd - - - - - 
Staines Res - 
Dartford Marsh 1 
Swanscombe - 
Barn Elms Res 7/ 
1 
1 


Beddington SF 
River Thames/Barnes 
Others (ten sites) 


eSereNeN HK. 
Wreia NHB. PRR Re 


— ht)? 
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21 14 5 3 1 31 80 249 104 13 17 12 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Mar 19th, two on 21st, one on June 26th, 
one on Aug 8th. St James’s Park, one on July 30th; the semi-resident bird was 
present for most of the year, paired with a pink-legged Herring Gull. 

Inner London: River Thames at Battersea Park, an adult from Sept 25th to Oct 
2nd. 


Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 
Status: scarce late winter and early spring visitor. 


King George V Res, a first-winter on Feb 21st was also seen at Nazeing GP on 
Feb 24th and 25th (AAB, RMC, SC;r). 

Staines Res, a first-summer on Apr 16th, 17th and 19th (AVM, DJMs, NJM, PN). 
Queen Mother Res, two (an adult and a second-winter) in the gull roost on Feb 
24th (CL, PAW). 

Beddington SF, an adult on Dec 27th was seen for three minutes at 10.50 hrs 
before drifting off high to the W (AP). Holmethorpe SP, an adult from Jan Ist to 
3rd (GWJH, PK et al). 


Six birds this year equals the best ever years of 1985 and 1987; apart from a 
single record in November all occurrences have fallen between late December 
and April. Once much the scarcer of the two large white-winged gulls, this species 
is rapidly catching up with its larger relative. 


Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 
Status: scarce winter visitor; more regular in cold weather. 
Wm Girling Res, an adult on Dec 10th (AMn) and 20th (BD). 


A single record represents the poorest annual total since the last completely blank 
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year in 1983. With annual average totals of 14 between 1985-88 and four between 
1989-93 this northern gull is on a distinct downturn. 


Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 


Status: fairly common winter visitor in small numbers, less common at other 
seasons. 


The count of 500 at the Nazeing roost is the largest London count since totals of 
500+ at Queen Elizabeth II Res in 1989 and 650 at Wraysbury Res in 1983. 
Breeding totals around the coast of Britain have declined by about 10% over the 
last 20 years - interestingly there were five counts of more than 500 birds in 
1980, since when two winter roost censuses have failed to produce anything to 
equal it. All counts of ten or more and all Inner London records are given. 


Aveley, 100 on Jan 6th. Nazeing GP, 500 on Jan 15th, 290 on 21st. Rainham 
Marsh, 100 on June 16th, 150 on Dec 17th, 100 on 28th and 150 on 31st. 
Amwell GP, ten on Jan 13th and Feb 2nd. Rye Meads, ten on Nov 19th. 

Staines Res, 13 on Nov 13th. 

Crayford Marsh, 12 on Sept 11th. Dartford Marsh, ten on Jan 15th, 35 on Feb Sth, 
ten on Mar 6th, 11 on 16th, ten on 20th and Apr 21st, Aug 18th, 13 on Oct 28th 
and 16 on Nov 20th. Erith Reach, ten on Sept 11th. 

Beddington SF, 13 on Nov 20th, ten on Nov 26th and Dec 28th. Holmethorpe SP, 
150 on Jan 1st. Thorpe Water Park, 16 on Dec 18th. Walton Res, 23 on Oct 9th, 
ten on Nov 6th, 42 on 24th and 66 on Dec 16th. 


Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 
Status: passage migrant and winter visitor, occasionally in large flocks. 


With 28 records of 37 birds it was very much an average year with a fairly haphazard 
distribution of records with sightings in every month of the year. The largest flock 
was one of six birds that flew SW over King George V Res on Apr 2nd. All adults 
unless stated. 


King George V Res, two on Mar Ist (PJV), a first-winter on 24th (PJV), six (four 
first-winter) flew SW on Apr 2nd (ACy, SCr), one on June 6th (PJV) and an 
immature on Dec 10th (JPr). Walthamstow Res, one on Feb 12th (PSAA). 
Cheshunt GP, one on Nov 25th (ADW). Hilfield Park Res, one on Aug 13th (SHM). 
Stocker’s Lake, one on May 16th (PC). 

Brent Res, first-winter birds on Mar 6th and Nov 19th (ASMS). Queen Mary 
Res, one on Sept 11th (DJMs). Tottenham Cemetery, a first-winter on Oct 17th 
(DL). Inner London: Regent’s Park, a first-winter flew over on Feb 4th (ARD). 
Littlebrook PS, two on Feb 3rd (BEW). Thamesmead, a first-winter on Apr 25th 
(NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 21st (BPA, JMy), a juvenile on July 31st (MC). 
Beddington SF, a first-winter on Feb 13th, one on Feb 28th, Apr 23rd, two on 
July 29th and singles on Nov 11th and Dec 8th - the latter bird was oiled (BBR). 
Brooklands, one on Dec 11th (SJS). Queen Elizabeth II Res, two first-winter 
birds on Nov 19th and an exhausted adult on Dec 10th (DMH). South Norwood 
CP, a first-winter bird on Jan 17th and 18th (DJD). 


92 


0611 


0615 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 59 FOR 1994 


Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 


Status: uncommon passage migrant, mainly from April to September; often in 
flocks. 


An excellent year with about 54 records of about 127 birds, although it is impossible 
to unravel the clear duplication of sightings that took place along the Lower Thames 
in August. After last year’s fairly even division of records, the ten spring records 
in 1994 were greatly outnumbered by the 44 autumn records; August was the 
peak month with 21 records of about 53 birds. The largest flocks were both along 
the Thames - eight at Thamesmead, which produced a particularly good sequence 
of records in August, and seven at Beckton. All records are given. 


Aveley, two on May 6th (GRE). Barking Bay, two on Sept 11th (KB). Beckton, 
seven on Aug 14th (PSt), two on Aug 20th, one on Sept Ist (PJV), two on Sept 
6th (PSf) and singles on Sept 11th (SRP) and 14th (KB). King George V Res, one 
on Aug 23rd (RMC, JG), one on Sept 9th (BD,SH) and five on 23rd (ACy). 
Rainham Marsh, one on Aug 13th (SRP), three on 15th (PS?#), and two on 20th 
(MKD). Sewardstone, two flew N on Aug 31st (AMn). Walthamstow Filter Beds, 
one on June 23rd (DM/). Walthamstow Res, two flew S on Sept 25th (PL). 
King George VI Res, one on May 8th (DM/ et a/). Queen Mary Res, three on Apr 
29th (CL) and one on Aug 27th (HWE). Staines Res, nine on Apr 24th (APG), 
two on May 2nd (DJMs, PN), one on Sept 9th (FRC) and four on Oct 2nd (DJMs). 
Wraysbury Res, one on Sept 9th (FRC). 

Queen Mother Res, two on May 23rd, one on 28th and two on Aug 26th (JAS). 
Wraysbury GP, one on July 23rd (RRG). | 

Dartford Marsh, two flew E on July 31st, one flew E on Aug 8th, two on 9th, one 
on 11th, two on 20th (BEW) and two on 19th (DDa). Gallions Reach, three on 
Aug 15th (DDa). Thamesmead, one on Aug 3rd, four on 8th, five on 9th, four on 
10th, two on 15th, four on 17th, three on 22nd and eight flew W on Sept 21st 
(NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, one flew W on July 24th (MC), six on Sept 21st (NPS) and six 
flew SW on 27th (JPPW). Beddington SF, two on June 2nd, two on 18th and one 
on Sept 16th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one on Sept 26th (GWJH). Walton Res, 
two on Sept 12th (ML). 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo 


Status: common summer visitor and passage migrant, increasing rapidly as a 
breeding species. 


Yet another record year with a minimum of 170 breeding pairs (up from 145 in 
1993), 139 of which reared a minimum total of 204 young (137 from 90 pairs in 
1993). The vast majority of these bred on artificial rafts. Clearly these are minimum 
totals, but the productivity is close to 1.5 young per pair (as it has been in previous 
years) and extrapolating that gives a likely minimum figure of over 255 young 
reared this year. Interestingly, but not surprisingly, rafts provided in the London 
docks resulted in instant success. All breeding records are given below; passage 
records are summarised under 0615/0616. 


Albert Dock, one pair bred on a raft rearing three young. Dagenham Chase, one 
pair summered. Hall Marsh, one pair bred. Royal Victoria Dock, one pair bred on 
a raft rearing two young. Walthamstow Res, 20 pairs bred. Weald Park, one pair 
summered. 
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H Amwell GP, nine pairs bred. Cheshunt GP, one pair bred rearing four young on 
Seventy Acres Lake and seven pairs bred rearing 15 young on Friday Lake. Rye 
Meads, 32 pairs bred rearing 57 young. Stocker’s Lake, eight pairs raised 12 
young. Tyttenhanger GP, one pair present, did not breed. 

M._ Blackwall Basin, one pair bred rearing two young. Brent Res, 14 pairs bred rearing 

11 young. East India Dock, one pair bred rearing three young. Ponders End Lake, 

five pairs bred rearing seven young. Staines Res, 52 pairs bred rearing a minimum 

of 80 young (31 pairs bred on shingle islands on the drained south basin and 22 

pairs on rafts on the north basin). 

Thamesmere, one pair bred on a raft rearing one young. 

Barn Elms Res, one pair bred rearing two young. Lonsdale Road Res, one pair 

reared two young. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 12 pairs bred rearing a poor total of 

three young. 


1993 Additional Record . 
M Ponders End Lake, two pairs bred producing two young. 


nA 


0615/0616 Common/Arctic Tern 


Spring passage is usually fairly subdued but an influx of 56 birds took place on 
Apr 22nd, followed by a much larger arrival of 196 birds on Apr 23rd (including 
70 at Queen Mary Res). Autumn passage was a little better with a clear influx of 
147 birds on Aug 10th, with 136 at Littlebrook alone on 11th. Sept 15th proved to 
be a much better day for passage with at least 383 birds moving through the Area, 
including the largest flock of the year of 250 at Littlebrook. Passage records of 
Common Terns are summarised here, together with unspecified observations of 
Common/Arctic Terns. 


April: The first bird of the year was at Staines Res on the exceptionally early 
date of 2nd, followed by singles at Staines on 7th, King George V Res on 10th 
and at Queen Mother Res on 16th. More widespread arrivals took place on 20th 
and 21st with 56 birds on 22nd (including 25 at King George V). The following 
day an even larger arrival took place involving about 193 birds at 12 sites including 
peak counts of 70 at Queen Mary, 24 at Staines, 23 at Queen Mother and 21 at 
King George V. 


May: As was the case in 1993 there was no clear evidence of any passage during 
the month, with the peak count of 49 at Staines on 15th clearly relating to breeding 
birds. 


July: A total of 128 birds at Staines on 10th was probably too great to involve 
just breeding birds so may well have related to a more generalised movement, 
although this was not reflected elsewhere. The only other collection of significance 
was at Rye Meads on 30th. 


August: Counts of 50 at Wraysbury GP on 6th and 36 at Thamesmead on 9th 
indicated the real start of autumn passage, which really got going on 10th with 52 
at Littlebrook PS, 30 at Brent and King George V and 23 at Thamesmead. By the 
next day there were 136 at Littlebrook. Totals remained high for the rest of the 
month, although no clear influxes were apparent, the peak counts being along the 
Thames on 23rd at Littlebrook (97) and at Beckton (70). 


September: Totals rose to 150 at Beckton by Ist, but no more arrivals took place 
until 10th with 25 at King George V and along the Thames with 30 at Grays and 
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28 at Barking, then again on 11th with 35 at King George, 32 at Barn Elms and 15 


at Beddington. The final wave of passage occurred on 15th ona day of heavy rain: 


the peak count of the year was reached with 250 at Littlebrook and other counts 
included 70 at Beckton, 32 at Beddington and perhaps the same flock over Queen 
Elizabeth II Res. Movements tailed off after this with the best counts being 40 at 
Thamesmead on 16th and 25 at Littlebrook on 26th. 


October: A single at Beckton on Ist rose to 19 on 2nd and the final bird of the 
year was at Barn Elms on 14th. 


Inner London: Little Venice, one on May 29th and June 6th. Regent’s Canal at 
Islington, two on June 5th were seen on many dates until July 8th. Regent’s Park, 
singles on Apr 29th, May 19th, July 5th, two on 20th, one on 22nd, two on 23rd 
and Aug 25th and one on Sept Ist. 

Inner London: River Thames at Westminster Bridge, two flew E on Sept 16th. 
Surrey Docks, one on June 30th on Greenland Dock. 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 
Status: regular spring and autumn passage migrant, occasionally in large flocks. 


A rather better year than 1993 with a total of 136 bird/days. The spring total of 64 
compares with 64 in 1993 and 36 in 1992; the autumn total of 80 was well up on 
the rather poor total of 26 in 1993, but well down on 113 in 1992. The best spring 
count was a mere 12 at King George V Res on Apr 18th; the best count in autumn 
was four at Beckton on Aug 15th. The first sighting of the year was at Barn Elms 
Res on Apr 13th and the last of the year was at Beddington SF on Sept 30th. 


Beckton, four on Aug 15th (MKD, KB), one on 23rd (MKD) and one on Sept 
11th (SRP). Essex Filter Beds, one on July 27th (GJ). King George V Res, one on 
Apr 16th (KM, ACy), two on 17th, 12 on 18th, one until 20th (PJV), three on 
22nd (ACy), two on 23rd (SCr), three on May 18th (PJV), one on 24th (AMn), 
one or two most days from Sept 7th to 12th, two on 14th and one from 15th to 
20th (ACy, AMn, PJV). Nazeing GP, one on May 13th (SCr). Rainham Marsh, 
two on Apr 23rd (MKD, SRP), one on Aug 13th, two on 17th, 27th, one on Sept 
10th and one on 11th (MKD, SRP). Walthamstow Res, one on Aug 7th (PL). 
Hilfield Park Res, one on Apr 23rd (JFe), three on 27th (SHM). 

Broadwater GP, six on Apr 23rd and one on Sept 18th (IGJ). King George VI Res, 
two on Apr 16th (PN), one on 17th (AVM, PN) and two on 22nd (CL). Queen 
Mary Res, two on Apr 20th, seven on 22nd, two on 24th, 29th and three on Sept 
16th (CL, DJMs). Staines Res, three on Sept 13th (PN), two on 14th (DJMs), 
three on 16th (CL), three on 17th, one on 18th (DJMs), three on 22nd and 24th 
(DJMs, PN) and two on 25th (IGJ, NJM, DJMs). Inner London: Regent’s Park, a 
juvenile on Sept Ist (ARD). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Sept 13th (CL). 

Littlebrook PS, one on Aug 17th and 23rd (BEW). Thamesmead, two on Sept 
16th (NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 13th (JPPW), 22nd (JM), two flew W on Sept 11th 
(NPS) and one on 16th (FJM). Beddington SF, one on Sept 30th (BBR). 
Holmethorpe SP, one on Sept Ist (GWJH). Island Barn Res, one on Apr 24th 
(SJS). Walton Res, one on Sept 10th to 16th (DG, DMH, SJS). 
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1993 Additional Record 
Brent Res, one on Sept 11th (LAB). 


Little Tern Sterna albifrons 
Status: scarce but annual passage migrant. 


A slightly better than average year with 12 records of 24 birds with a typically 
random scattering of dates spread over five months. The table below documents 
all birds and records for the last 12 years. All records are given. 


Year LODE OS D3 992 LOOT OOO ISO AIS S MIST: ISO LO SSIS 45 L983 982 
Records 12 q 16 18 14 9 9 10 13 14 9 11 6 
Birds 24 12 45 28 37 1] 14 43 18 29 19 17 6 


King George V Res, singles on May 23rd (SCr, PJV), June 13th (PJV) and from 
Sept 8th to 10th (AMn, KM, PJV). - 

Tyttenhanger GP, one on Aug Sth (DB). Stocker’s Lake, one on June 20th (RRD). 
Moorhall GP, one on July 20th (JWH). Staines Res, singles on May 12th, 20th 
(CL) and Sept Ist (DJMs). 

Thamesmead, one on Aug 22nd (NRW). 

Beddington SF, five on May 16th (BBR). Walton Res, nine passed through in ten 
minutes on Sept 15th (DMH). 


Black Tern Chlidonias niger 


Status: regular, often common, spring and autumn passage migrant, occasional in 
summer. 


An excellent year, although not quite up to the quite exceptional 1992. Spring 
passage peaked on Apr 23rd with 105 birds arriving at six sites; overall there 
were about 179 birds at 19 sites. There were several clear peaks in the autumn 
with arrivals of 90 on Aug 23rd, 110 on Sept Ist and best of all 260 on Sept 16th 
(a day of remarkable tern passage); overall there were 813 birds at 27 sites. The 
table below shows the bird/day distribution by month and county. 


Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Totals 
Essex d 26 - - 102 330 - 465 
Herts 21 17 - - 1 11 - 50 
Middx 86 21 - 7 55 158 10 347 
Bucks 17 1 - - 21 - - 39 
Kent - - - - 64 157 - 221 
Surrey - 9 2 - 6 117 - 134 

131 74 2 17 249 773 10 1256 


April: The first birds appeared on 22nd with three at Amwell GP, two at Staines 
Res and one at Queen Mary Res, this was followed by a much larger arrival of 
105 birds on 23rd including 50 at Queen Mary, 24 at Staines, 17 at Queen Mother 
and six each at King George V and VI. The only other records were at Queen 
Mary and two at King George VI on 29th. 


May: There were records from 16 days spread evenly throughout the month with 
no further large arrivals, peak counts were: seven at King George V on 3rd, with 
six on 13th, when there were four at Barn Elms, followed by four at Amwell on 
15th. The only counts in excess of two birds during the rest of the month were 
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three at King George V on 19th (when there were 12 birds at six sites) and three 
at Queen Mary on 22nd. 


June: The only record was of two birds at Barn Elms on Ist. 


July: Most records came from Staines with one on 5th, 7th, an unseasonal eight 
on 8th, one on 17th, two on 23rd and 24th with the only other record coming from 
Ruislip Lido on 24th. The sightings on 23rd and 24th probably involving the first 
true autumn migrants. 


August: A small flurry of birds arrived on 4th with five at Staines and four at 
King George V; further records of ones and twos followed at seven sites across 
the Area over the next 18 days. The next surge took place on 22nd with 15 at 
Queen Mother, four at King George V and two each at Staines and Thamesmead, 
followed the next day by 37 at Littlebrook, 35 at Beckton and 14 at King George 
V. By 25th 14 were at King George V and 16 were at Queen Mary; numbers 
declined after this apart from an arrival of 14 at Staines on 31st. 


September: Totals at Staines rose to 28 on 1st when there was a clear arrival into 
London with 60 at Beckton, 12 at Nazeing and eight at King George V. Once 
again totals subsided after this but other peaks included seven at Thamesmead on 
7th and five at Barn Elms on 11th. A day of intermittent heavy rain on 15th 
brought a deluge of at least 260 birds into the region (see Common Tern), the 
peak counts were: 100 at King George V, 50 at Littlebrook, 32 at Beddington, 24 
at Walton Res, 22 at Holmethorpe SP and nine at Brent Res. By the next day 
totals at King George V fell to 84, but west London hit back with 55 at Queen 
Mary, 54 at Staines, 11 at Barn Elms and six at Hilfield Park Res; back on the 
Thames 70 were at Thamesmead and 13 flew upriver past Littlebrook. Seven 
birds were at four sites on 17th and four birds at three sites on 18th. A final 
flutter of passage occurred on 21st with 12 birds at four sites, including seven at 
Thamesmead and the last of the month was at Walthamstow Res on 25th. 


October: The only records were seven at Queen Mary on 2nd and the last of the 
year at Staines on 3rd. 


M_ Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Sept 15th (ARD). 


0628 White-winged Black Tern 


Status: rare vagrant. 


Chlidonias leucopterus 





S Barn Elms Res, a juvenile on Sept 25th (FJM, SJS ef ai). 








ABOVE: Isabelline Shrike at Richmond (dead), March 1994 (photo: Peter Gasson) 


BELOW: Grasshopper Warbler at Hounslow Heath, May 1994 (photo: Peter Gasson) 
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The 25th London record, the latest ever and somewhat surprisingly the first for 
Barn Elms Res - despite its strategic position along the River Thames. Of the 25 
records only three have been in spring. Accepted by the British Birds Rarities 
Committee. 


Feral Rock Dove Columba livia 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


This continues to be a widespread and increasing resident of urban, suburban 
and rural parts of the London Area with large populations established in most 
town centres. The largest flocks reported outside central London were: 200 on 
farmland at Corbets Tey on Aug 21st, 1,000 at Fairlop on Oct 23rd, 300 at Fishers 
Green for most of the year, 350 at Hainault on Oct 8th, 400 at Waltham Abbey in 
January, 200 at Brickendonbury on Dec 20th, 250 at Erith Reach on May 14th 
and 200 at Swanscombe on Nov 12th.’ Up to 150 were resident at Romford Town 
Centre, with about 30 pairs breeding. About 15 pairs bred at Holmethorpe SP 
with a post breeding flock of 250 present on Aug 31st. At Sydenham 276 were 
noted moving SE on Sept 18th reflecting a similar pattern noted between August 
and October in recent years at this site. More reports of breeding concentrations 
and movements would be welcomed. Again it was widely reported from Inner 
London. For example the flock in Kensington Gardens/Royal Albert Hall area 
peaked at 1,000 on Jan Ist with 300+ present for much of August and September. 


Stock Dove Columba oenas 
Status: breeding resident and passage migrant. 


Reports came from about 60 sites during the breeding season, a slight decrease 
on 1993 levels. However, most well monitored sites actually reported increased 
or stable populations. The largest count of territories came from Hampstead Heath 
where 20+ pairs bred - a continuing increase from 15 pairs in 1993 and ten pairs 
in 1992. This species clearly finds the ancient woodland with ample holes for 
nesting at this site very much to its liking. At Hainault Forest there was a slight 
increase from five to seven territories, while at nearby Dagnam and Weald Parks 
the populations remained stable at seven and five pairs respectively. Other healthy 
population reports included Barn Elms three or four pairs, Black Park, ten pairs, 
Dulwich Woods, four territories, Hampton Court Park, five territories, Osterley 
Park, ten pairs - a decrease on recent years but a similar number to 1990, Queen 
Mary GP, five pairs and Rainham Marsh, four pairs - a slight decline due to the 
cessation of grazing on the marshes. Outside the breeding season the largest flocks 
were: 100 at Betchworth on Mar 21st, 200 at Broadwater GP on Dec 28th and 
100 at Holmethorpe SP on Oct 9th. Inner London records are given below. 


Inner London: Kensington Gardens, at least two pairs present in CBC plot (RFS). 
Regent’s Park, up to three pairs throughout the year (ARD). 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 
Status: abundant breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The large numbers that were noted in parts of the London Area late in 1993 were 
responsible for above average numbers in the early part of the year. The largest 
flocks were up to 5,000 at Coursers Lane Fields during February, 1,300 at 
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Panshanger Park on Feb 11th and 5,000 at Walsingham Wood on Jan 9th. 
Comments on breeding came from widely scattered sites including 12 pairs at 
Dagnam Park, 25 pairs at Hainault Forest, 12 pairs at Rainham Marsh and 37 
pairs in Kenwood, Hampstead Heath - down from 50 pairs in 1990. 


As in most recent autumns there was a major influx extending from mid-August 
until November with a peak in the first week of November - particularly on the 
2nd. Dawn movements of several hundred birds were noted at Hampstead Heath 
on several dates from Aug 17th reaching a peak of 1,200 on Sept 22nd. On Nov 
2nd, 1,700 moved SW over Hoblingwell Wood, 1,000 moved SSW over 
Holmethorpe SP and 1,900 moved SE over Dulwich Woods. Several other sites 
recorded similar movements on the same date. Subsequent winter flocks were 
lower with only one large count of 1,310 roosting at Brent Res on Nov 26th. 
Notable Inner London records are given. 


Inner London: Royal Parks, common breeding bird. Brompton Cemetery, 160 
roosting on Feb 28th. Hyde Park, feeding flock peaked at 100 on Mar 18th. Regent’s 
Park, 500 during early morning movement on Oct 27th. 


Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Numbers remained relatively stable in most areas with few reports of any major 
changes in status. It is locally common in most suburban and some rural parts of 
the London Area and is now extending its range into quite densely built up areas 
and into Inner London. It is increasing in the Hampstead Heath area, while there 
were more Inner London records than usual including confirmed breeding (see 
below). Small numbers are now moving into London from the east with birds 
breeding in small but increasing numbers in the Stratford area. Its strongholds 
remain however in the suburban and rural belt with, for example, up to 12 pairs 
in the Collier Row area, 15-20 pairs in the Havering Village/Havering CP area 
and six to ten pairs at North Ockendon. An albino was present in the Enfield area 
for most of the year echoing a similar report at Maple Cross in May 1993. Outside 
the breeding season the largest flocks were reported from: Fishers Green, 150 in 
January, South Hornchurch, 120 on Aug 7th and Cheshunt GP, 120 on Oct Ist. 
Inner London records are given. 


Inner London: Aberdare Gardens, two pairs present. Holland Park, one on Aug 
15th. Lurline Gardens, SW11, singles on Apr 28th, Sept 26th and Oct Ist with 
three there on Oct 3rd. Priory Road, NW3, one pair bred. Regent’s Park, five on 
May 12th with singles present most other months. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
Status: localised breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first bird of the year was on Apr 7th at Aveley - much earlier than usual and 
perhaps, given the date, of dubious origin or possibly a wintering bird. The main 
arrival was more typically at the end of April and during the first week of May. 
Spring passage was again very light with no movements of any size noted. Breeding 
numbers reported indicated further declines in many areas with none recorded at 
Limpsfield Chart for example. Only in parts of rural Essex were numbers anywhere 
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near normal. The largest breeding concentrations were six singing males at Rye 
Meads, six to ten pairs at Berwick Ponds, seven pairs at Hainault Forest, four or 
five pairs at Hornchurch CP and four pairs (one in 1993) at Toot Hill. A slight 
decrease in numbers was reported from Rainham Marsh. Few birds were reported 
on autumn passage with most departing by early September. The last birds of the 
year were singles at Chipstead Lakes and Swanscombe Marsh on Oct Ist. Inner 
London records are given below. 


Inner London: Kensington Gardens, one on May 23rd (MWy). Lurline Gardens, 
SW11, one on Sept 26th (RK). Regent’s Park, one Sept 15th (ARD). 


Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 


Status: feral breeding resident, increasing. 


The growing population of the London Area has increased to an estimated 1,700 
birds indicating a substantial breeding population. It was reported from well over 
60 sites during the year with new record roost counts being made in Surrey. This 
roost, in poplar trees at Elmbridge Leisure Centre, peaked at 697 birds in December 
- probably the largest concentration yet recorded in this country. Elsewhere, the 
London population is mainly concentrated in the SW and SE of the Area with 
very few records coming from Herts and Essex. There were however more reports 
from Essex than in recent years including the discovery of a small, previously 
overlooked resident population in one area. The estimated peak numbers for each 
county are given below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
1994 10+ 2 520 80 310 840 
1993 1 1 280 170 159 50 


Flocks exceeding 50 birds, breeding records and all records from Essex, Herts, 
and Inner London are given. 


Leyton Flats, one on Feb 2nd. Loughton, one on July 15th. Rainham Marsh, one 
on Aug 16th. Romford, one visiting gardens from Oct 15th to end of year. 
Walthamstow Res, one on Oct 23rd. Wanstead Flats, one on Sept 30th. Woodford, 
two or more pairs present all year in the Gilberts Slade area of south Epping 
Forest - probably present for some years. 

Rickmansworth, one on Oct 9th was presumably the bird from nearby Stocker’s 
Lake. Stocker’s Lake, one from Sept 18th until the end of the year. 

Present at 22 sites. Bred or probably bred at Bushy Park (six pairs), Hampton 
Court Park, Kempton Park Res, Ravenscourt Park, Staines, Staines Res, and Syon 
Park. Counts included, Kempton Park, 98 on Oct 22nd, Laleham, 50 on Jan 29th, 
Shepperton, 60 on Jan 14th, 81 on May 22nd, 84 on May 23rd, 171 on June 6th, 
250 on Oct 24th with between 50 and 97 during November. /nner London: 
Inverness Terrace W2, one feeding with Feral Pigeons on June 6th and July 9th 
(MGI). 

Present at three sites. Wraysbury GP, 50 on Jan 15th and 60 on Aug 6th with 
smaller double figure counts on many other dates during the year; the large pre- 
roost counts of this species close to Wraysbury are often recorded just outside the 
London Area. 

Present at ten sites. Bred at Petts Wood and Brickley. Counts included: Foots 
Cray Meadows, up to 50 on Sept 30th and Hither Green Cemetery, 200+ on Nov 
3rd. 
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S Bred at Ham Lands, Hersham and Croydon. Elmbridge Leisure Centre, 400 at 
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roost in poplar trees on Nov 30th, 400 on Dec 14th, 697 on Dec 17th and 649 on 
Dec 27th. Birds fly into this roost from all directions. 


Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first bird of the year was at Sevenoaks Reserve on the early date of Apr 6th 
followed by a scattering of individuals from Apr 16th onwards. Most areas recorded 
their first arrival from Apr 23rd to 30th but passage continued well into May. 
Although breeding numbers were well down in some areas - at Limpsfield Chart 
for example, it was well reported throughout the rest of the London Area. An 
increase was reported from Rainham Marsh with up to five males and two to 
three females present. Three or more males were also reported from Berwick 
Ponds (5+ plus males, 4 females - an increase) , Hainault Forest (4 males), 
Thorndon Park (four males) and Rye Meads up to six singing males. As in 1993 
an hepatic bird was present at Amwell GP in late May while juveniles being fed 
by Reed Warblers were reported from Hampstead Heath and by Sedge Warblers 
at Stocker’s Lake. An unusual report involves a male holding territory for most of 
June in suburban gardens in Collier Row - the first such record since the mid- 
1950s (when the surrounding area was much more open in nature). 


Most birds had gone by mid-August with few reported during the first half of 
September. The last bird at South Norwood CP was, however, much later than 
usual on Oct 25th which echoed a similar late departure in 1993. The sole Inner 
London Record is given. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on June 14th (ARD). 


Barn Owl Tyto alba 
Status: rare breeding resident. 


Reports came from 20 sites - a similar position to last year. Again the improvement 
noted in Surrey in 1992/3 was maintained but its stronghold continues to be the 
outer parts of Essex. Here more birds were found along Thames-side - which 
furnished most of this year’s breeding reports. It remains under-recorded from 
elsewhere in Essex - including the Bulphan Fen/North Ockendon area which 
held several pairs in recent years. It has become a very rare bird in Kent however 
with only one report received for the second year running. All sightings (and 
reports of absence) would be welcomed particularly from former strongholds of 
the species in Essex and Kent. All records are given but summarised for sensitive 
sites. 


Barkingside, one during November and December (per MKD). Dagenham Chase, 
one on June 17th (ML7r). Holyfield Hall Farm, one from July 7th to 12th when 
found dead (TJH). Purfleet, one resident pair (MKD). Rainham Marsh, one or 
two pairs present in factory areas (MKD). Rainham Village, one resident pair 
(MKD). Roydon GP, one on Dec 21st (PRr). Sewardstone, one on Nov Ist (AMn). 
Wennington, one resident pair (MKD). 

Bayford, one on Nov 18th - a pair may be resident in this area (GJW). Chiswell 
Green, one near M25 on Feb 7th (PJS). Potters Crouch Plantation, one on Dec 


OAs 


0757 


0761 


S 


BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1994 101 


18th (DR/). Rye Meads, one from Jan Ist to 8th (CDe). 

Hounslow Heath, one from Sept Ist to 10th (JHZ). South Ruislip, one roosting on 
Nov 20th (AY). 

Hextable, one on Sept 16th (BEW). 

Barn Elms Res, one from Nov 21st to 25th (JPPW et al). Beddington SF, one from 
July 22nd 1993 remained until Jan 1st; another bird on Mar 15th with a bird also 
present at a daytime roost on Dec 31st (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one from Oct 
21st 1993 remained until Jan 8th and one in mid-October (GWJH). Park Farm, 
Chessington, one regular throughout the year (JRBy). South Norwood CP, one 
from Jan 13th to 16th (JBd, DJD). 


Little Owl Athene noctua 
Status: localised breeding resident. 


A minimum of 59 pairs were recorded from at least 50 sites - a slight decline on 
last year, due in most part to variable recording than to any real decline (see table 
below). Most were in Essex and Herts and it is thinly scattered throughout Surrey 
and Middlesex. However only four sites were occupied in Kent and it remains 
scarce or very under-reported in this sector. Most populations appear to be stable. 
Breeding counts mainly concerned one to two pairs in individual areas but larger 
counts included Langley Park, four pairs; Hainault, three pairs; Weald Park, five 
pairs (as in 1993); Bushey Park, six nests found; Osterley Park, four pairs; 
Holmethorpe SP, three pairs; Sewardstone area, four pairs bred. One pair at Queen 
Mary Res, bred in a nest box. Pairs present in the breeding season are given in 
tabular form below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 


1994 20 12 8 6 4 9 
1993 15 14 9+ 3 2 11+ 
£992 17 7 8+ I+ rapralicts 20+ 
Tawny Owl Strix aluco 


Status: common breeding resident. 


At least 90 pairs were reported - a similar position to 1993. It remains the most 
widespread of our owls extending its range well into urban areas and Inner 
London. The largest numbers were found in Middlesex and Surrey while there 
was a continued improvement in Kent - from nine to 13 sites. It can be quite 
numerous in suitable habitat as the largest breeding concentrations indicate: 
eight pairs at Hainault Forest (same as in 1992/3), five pairs in Weald Park (five 
in 1992), four pairs at Havering CP, three plus pairs on Hampstead Heath and 
four territories on Wimbledon Common. Although most populations appear to be 
stable, those at Collier Row, Romford and Upminster in Essex appear to be 
declining. There is no evidence of any decrease elsewhere and in the South Croydon 
area birds returned after a five year absence. All reports of any local fluctuations 
would be welcomed by the recorders. Inner London records are given below. 


Inner London: Aberdare Gardens, NW6, one on Sept 6th. Holland Park, one pair 
probably bred. Hyde Park, two pairs probably bred. Kensington Gardens, at 
least two pairs present during the year. Regent’s Park, three territories. 

Inner London: Surrey Docks, one on Aug 6th. 
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Long-eared Owl Asio otus 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers, rare breeder. 


About 13 birds remained in the area during the first two months of the year 
following a small influx in late 1993. Only three roosts were occupied with the 
majority being at just one traditional site in Kent. Most birds appeared to move 
out of the area during February with very few seen after the end of the month. 


Two breeding season records were received: a pair bred at a site in Herts while 
one pair bred at an Essex site that has probably been used for several years. The 
Herts pair raised at least one young bird. The Essex pair was discovered when the 
two nearly fledged young were stolen from the nest by youths. However, due to 
the quick witted actions of two local birdwatchers the young were quickly returned 
to the nest and fledged successfully. 





Numbers late in the year were low with only 11 birds present by the year-end and 
reports coming from only four sites. No large roosts were found and even at some 
traditional roost birds were very difficult to find. All records are given below but 
summarised for regular sites. 


Locality withheld, one pair bred rearing two young at a site probably used in 
previous years. Dagenham Chase, up to two from January to early March and one 
irregularly from Nov 25th to year end (KB, ML~y et a/). Nazeing, one from Dec 
2nd to 24th with three roosting on Dec 10th (AH ef a’). 

Locality withheld, one pair bred raising at least one young. Rye Meads, one from 
Jan Ist to Feb 20th (CDe, GJW). 

Brent Res, up to five from Dec 12th until the end of the year (LAB, ASMS ef a/). 
Dartford Marsh, up to eight in January, two in February and one on Apr 11th 
(AJM, BEW et al). 

Beddington SF, one or two from 1993 remained until Jan 29th and one from Dec 
27th into 1995 (BBR). 


Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers, rare in summer. 


The winter of 1993/94 was one of the poorest on record with only four to five 
birds apparently wintering, all but one at Rainham Marsh. Even at this traditional 


< 


Www 






BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1994 103 


site only four birds were present and these were only seen intermittently - due in 
part to the activities of motorcyclists and falconers. There was evidence of a 
slight passage in late March and April but none were recorded after the end of 
April and no summering birds were reported. 


The first returning birds in early September heralded a slight improvement in 
numbers during the last quarter of the year but numbers were still very low. A 
small influx was noted in October but wintering numbers were again low with 
Rainham Marsh as usual holding the majority of the eight or nine birds remaining 
in the London Area at the end of the year. The following table summarises month 
by month the numbers reported. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Essex 4 4 4 3 - 1 1 5 7 
Others 1 0 2 1 - 2 4 4 2 
Total 5 4 6 4 - 3 5 9 9 


All records are given but summarised for the main sites. 


Fairlop, one on Sept 28th (AAB). King George V Res, one on Nov 21st (AMn, 
PJV). Rainham Marsh, four from January to the end of March with three remaining 
until Apr 18th; singles on Sept 7th and Oct 31st with four during November and 
up to seven (including one dead) by the end of the year (MKD, SRP et ai). 
Croxley Moor, one on Oct 5th (AN7). 

Downe Barns Farm, singles on Apr 6th and 24th (AY). Hounslow Heath, one on 
Oct 6th (JH7Z). Northolt, one on Mar 21st (AY). Wormwood Scrubs, one on Nov 
29th (DLo). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Mar 11th (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, one on Jan 17th (BEW). Swanscombe Marsh, one on Dec 27th 
(PBr). 

Beddington SF, one on Sept 16th, one during October, up to three in November 
and one in December (BBR). Mitcham Common, one on Oct 20th (AC). 


1993 Correction 

There was confusion over the records for Feltham. Records for this site on Feb 
12th, Mar 7th and Dec 27th should be deleted as they were already covered by 
those listed under Lower Feltham which is the correct name for the site. 


Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
save skate ie ance 
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Status: rare breeding summer visitor and rare passage migrant. 


A welcome return of breeding birds to two sites may herald an upturn in fortunes 
of this species in the London Area. One male successfully held territory in a 
specially managed area in Bucks. At a traditional site in Surrey a displaying 
male was present during the summer and a late record from summer 1993 relates 
to the same site. With the species increasing elsewhere in southern England it is 
hoped that other abandoned sites in the London Area may be re-colonised. All 
records are given below. 


Locality withheld, male churring and displaying from June 12th to July 10th. 
Locality withheld, male churring on June 12th, 19th and July 16th. 


1993 Additional Record 
Locality withheld, male churring in June. 


Swift Apus apus 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first bird at Barn Elms was on Apr 21st which heralded a generally early 
arrival peaking during Apr 22nd to 24th. A general arrival occurred in the last 
week of April with, for example, 100 at Staines Res on the 23rd. As usual there 
was a widespread arrival during the first two weeks of May, including counts of 
600 at Walton Res on the 6th, 500 at Alexandra Park on the 8th, 1,000 at Hilfield 
Park Res on the 16th with 1,300 there on the 21st and 1,300 at Barn Elms Res on 
the 17th. Numbers remained high for the rest of May with 3,000 at Beddington 
on the 22nd being the peak count. 


Breeding numbers showed little change in status with birds being found in most 
built up areas. Small numbers probably bred in the Stratford, Whitechapel and 
Bethnal Green areas of east London and it is thinly distributed throughout Inner 
London as a breeding species. In contrast to last year there were several reports 
of large mid-summer flocks. The largest included 1,000 at King George V Res on 
June 3rd, 2,000 at Beddington SF on June Sth, 1,000 at Hilfield Park Res on June 
9th, 2,000 at Staines Res and the same number at Rainham Marsh on June 10th, 
1,000 at Rainham Marsh on June 11th, 2,000+ at Staines Res on June 19th and 
1,000 there on July 7th and 10th. 


Departure was more protracted than usual with sizeable flocks being reported 
until the end of August. At least 50 were still present at King George V Res on 
Sept Ist but apart from a small movement during the first week of September 
most had gone by the end of the month. One was present at Ponders End on the 
late date of Oct 13th and there were subsequently two exceptional records: one at 
Cobham on Noy 11th and one at Tottenham Cemetery on Dec 11th. 


Inner London: probably bred in the Holland Park, Whitechapel and Bethnal 
Green areas, presence in the latter areas indicating continued expansion towards 
central London from the east. Birds were recorded from several sites in Inner 
London from Apr 29th to Aug 27th (both at Regent’s Park) with maxima of 
50+ over Regent’s Park on May Sth, 30+ at the Albert Embankment on July 5th, 
40+ at Bankside PS on July 8th, up to 15 in the Spitalfields/Whitechapel area in 
June/July and 50 around Westminster Bridge on July 20th. 
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Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
Status: breeding resident, locally common in some areas. 


As in 1993, over 60 pairs were reported, with the population apparently reaching 
stability following a succession of mild winters. As noted last year there was a 
good spread across the London Area with at least 21 pairs reported from Essex - 
probably the highest number on record. Relatively few reports of breeding pairs 
came from Surrey but this must be due to under-recording rather than to any real 
decline. Definite declines were however reported from the Berwick Ponds area 
and in the Colne Valley. Most reports concerned one to two pairs, but three pairs 
probably bred at Rainham Marsh - the best year ever at this site, three at Stocker’s 
Lake and at least three in the Cheshunt GP area and along the River Mole in 
Surrey. It was again widely reported outside the breeding season particularly 
from mid-summer onwards. Number of pairs in the breeding season are summarised 
in the following table. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
1994 22 12 8 4+ 10 5+ 
1993 15 17 10+ 4+ 12 12 
1992 14 17 12 2-3 9 6 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Aug 22nd and 23rd, Oct Sth and 15th 
and Dec Ist (ARD). 


Hoopoe Upupa epops 
Status: very scarce passage migrant, almost always in spring. 
Foots Cray Meadows, one on Mar 27th (SJG). 


A below average year by recent standards with only one rather early spring bird. 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla 
Status: scarce passage migrant, usually in autumn. 


Woodford GC, one on Aug 24th (KMy). 
Hampstead Heath, one on Aug 16th (MAH). /nner London: Regent’s Park, one 
on Aug 13th (ARD). 


Three typical autumn records and an average showing of this scarce drift migrant. 
It is possible that the two Middlesex records related to the same individual. 


Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 
Status: common breeding resident. 


This well distributed resident was reported from nearly 150 localities throughout 
the London Area in 1994. It has expanded its range and increased in numbers 
aided in part by a succession of mild winters during the last five years. It appears 
to be extending its range into the lower Lea Valley with several reports from the 
Walthamstow Marsh, Leyton and Essex Filter Beds for example. It was found at 
three Inner London sites this year and may well be on the threshold of colonising 
the larger parks there. Only five years ago Inner London records were very few 
indeed. It also appears to be spreading into well wooded suburban gardens in the 
Rickmansworth and Bexley areas for example. Although fewer sites were 
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apparently occupied in Herts, Middlesex and Kent this is probably due to variable 
recording rather than to any real decline. 


Counts and comments on breeding included: Berwick Ponds area, slowly increasing 
- four plus pairs, Hainault Forest, 12 pairs - numbers stable, Thorndon Park, five 
Or six pairs, numbers stable, Hampstead Heath, three or four pairs bred - steady 
long term increase, Barwell Court Farm CBC, two territories (one in 1993), and 
Nower Wood CBC, five territories (five in 1993, only one in 1992). The number 
of localities reporting the species per county are given in tabular form followed 
by all Inner London records. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks IL Kent Surrey 


1994 30+ 20+ 11 16 3 23 31 
1993 22 33 30 75 | ] 29 24 
1992 20+ 30+ 28+ 1] : 22 10 


M_ Inner London: Holland Park, one from Jan Ist until March (GG). Kensington 
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Gardens, singles on Apr 4th, July 14th, Sept 11th and Oct 26th. (RFS). Regent’s 
Park, one from January to Feb 18th and singles on Mar 29th, Aug 20th and from 
Nov 7th to Dec 23rd (ARD). 


Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Our most widespread woodpecker was again widely reported across the London 
Area. Many reports indicate that the recent increase is continuing and it is 
extending its range into more marginal and built up habitats. It remains common 
in well wooded areas (including those with large gardens) as indicated by the 
following counts: Hainault Forest, 16-17 pairs (still slowly increasing with current 
population the highest on record), Havering CP, six pairs (4-5 in 1993), Weald 
Park, five or six pairs (4-5 in 1993), Thorndon Park, seven to ten pairs, Berwick 
Ponds, five pairs - increasing, Essex Filter Beds, increasing in the area, 
Walthamstow Marsh, increasing and spreading into area, Broxbourne Woods, six 
territories noted, Rye Meads, 12 nests found, Hampstead Heath, ten plus pairs 
present (8 in 1993). It was found in 25 sites in Bucks alone due to the efforts of 
one diligent observer. An influx was noted in the Sydenham area during September’ 
October and similar reports came from other widely scattered localities at this 
time of the year. Inner London records and the number of localities per county are 
given below. 


Essex Herts Middx IL Bucks Kent Surrey 
25+ 15 24 6 25 24 39 


Inner London: Gloucester Terrace, W2, one flew over on Aug 8th. Holland Park, 
one pair bred, young fledged in June. Kensington Gardens, one pair bred rearing 
five young. Primrose Hill, one on Jan Sth. Regent’s Park, one pair bred. 

Inner London: Battersea Park, singles on Jan 23rd and Mar 6th. 


Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor 


Status: common, but elusive, breeding resident. 


The least common woodpecker in the London Area was however reported from 
over 120 sites during the year - a similar position to 1993. It is widely but sparsely 
distributed across the London Area even extending into well wooded gardens in 
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some areas - in the Rickmansworth area for example. The largest number of 
breeding pairs were: six at Hainault Forest (same as in 1993), five plus at 
Hampstead Heath (six in 1993) and four pairs in the Dulwich area. An unusual 
record concerns one in a built up area of Brixton in June. Inner London records 
and the number of localities reporting the species per county are given below. 


Essex Herts Middx IL Bucks Kent Surrey 
22 18 29 4 7) 33 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Sept 8th and 11th, on Oct 7th and from 
Oct 24th to 26th (ARD). 


Woodlark Lullula arborea 
Status: scarce passage migrant and recently re-established rare breeder. 


The species made a welcome but not wholly unexpected return as a breeding bird 
with one pair successfully rearing two broods at a site in the west of the London 
Area. Breeding occurred in a specially managed area of recently clearfelled 
woodland, fenced off with rabbit proof fencing. The paths round the nesting site 
were heavily used by the public but the birds did not appear to be disturbed by 
this. With the continued expansion of populations in neighbouring counties it is 
hoped that the species may reappear at other long abandoned sites in the London 
Area. 


There was also a welcome upsurge of migrants with one spring and three autumn 
records all occurring during peak passage periods. It may well be that the species 
is a regular migrant across the London Area in very small numbers - particularly 
in autumn. All records are given. 


Chingford Plain, one on Sept 22nd (KMy). Dagnam Park, one on Mar 14th (CRJ 
et al). Ingrebourne Valley, Rainham, one on Sept 23rd (JG/, AMn). 

Locality withheld, one pair bred successfully rearing two broods with one additional 
adult present on June 13th; birds present from at least May 2nd to Sept 24th with 
a maximum of seven present on June 13th. 

Inner London: Regent’s Park, one flew SW on Oct 18th (ARD). 


1993 Additional Record 
Stanmore CP, one on Nov 7th and 27th (DBm). 


Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


For the third consecutive winter, mild weather resulted in no large flocks being 
recorded during the first three months of the year. By far the largest was 65 at 
Barking Bay on Feb 6th. As in 1992 and 1993 there was no evidence of any large 
scale passage movements in March/April. 


Breeding reports included 90+ territories at Rainham Marsh (a slight decline on 
100 territories in 1993), Dagenham Chase, eight singing males - same as 1993, 
Fairlop, 25-30 pairs - a slight increase, Park Farm Chessington CBC, five 
territories (same as in 1993), Holmethorpe SP, ten territories, Shredding Green 
Farm, Iver, ten pairs bred, Bedfont Lakes, six pairs bred (three in 1993) and 
Mitcham Common, five territories. Most comments on status concerned relatively 
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stable numbers. However, the last remaining Inner London breeding population 


‘in the Surrey Docks area has now definitely died out. 


As usual, autumn passage occurred from late September onwards, with a peak in 
late October/early November. Numbers were again below average with only two 
counts exceeding three figures: 138 passing through Beddington SF on Novy 3rd 
and 100+ at Coppetts Wood on Nov 5th. Subsequent wintering numbers were 
well below average for the fourth successive year with the largest flocks being 70 
at Coopers Green Lane on Dec 6th and 60+ at Collier Row on Novy 26th. Inner 
London records are given below. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, two on Feb 6th, singles on Feb 26th, Apr 12th and 
23rd, and Sept 3rd with five on Oct 14th and singles almost daily from Oct 23rd 
to Nov 16th. Spitalfields/Bishopsgate, one over on Oct 26th and three over on 
Oct 27th. 


Sand Martin Riparia riparia 
Status: common summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first bird was at Walthamstow Res on the very early date of Mar 3rd with 
several other localities noting their first birds during the next week. For the third 
year running there was an early and widespread arrival during the second half of 
March which continued into April. Good numbers were reported during April 
with 200 at Fishers Green on Apr 4th, up to 250 at King George V Res between 
Apr Ist and 6th, 500 at Broadwater GP on Apr 2nd, 300 at Hilfield Park Res on 
Apr 3rd, 300 at Stocker’s Lake on Apr Sth as part of a good spring passage there, 
500 at Wraysbury Res on Apr 6th, 350 at Amwell GP on Apr 11th, 500 at Walton 
Res on Apr 15th and 250 at King George VI Res on Apr 16th and 17th. The strong 
spring passage continued well into May with several other sites recording three 
figure flocks. 


There was a large improvement in breeding numbers with 444 nests found at 12 
colonies (217 nests at 14 colonies in 1993). In Essex, new gravel workings in the 
Fairlop and Belhus Woods areas have resulted in colonies being re-established. 
The largest colony was again at Tyttenhanger GP with 170 nests (140 in 1993) 
but no breeding was reported from Middlesex, Kent or Bucks. At Hogsmill SF 
and in the Lea Valley pairs used drainage pipes for nesting. 
Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 


Colonies Shr 1+ - 6 
Nests 190+ 170+ = = - 84+ 


Return passage began in July and reached a peak early August. Several large 
counts were recorded with the largest being 300 at Queen Elizabeth II Res on 
July 26th, 200 at Walthamstow Res on July 31st, 200 at Belhus Woods CP on Aug 
2nd, 250 at Walton Res on Aug 18th and 200 there on Aug 21st. There was a 
notable passage in the second week of September with 500 at King George V 
Res on the 9th and 250 at Staines Res on the 10th. Most birds had departed by the 
end of the month with only four early October records, the last being in Regent’s 
Park on Oct 7th. 


Inner London: Hyde Park, three on Apr 28th. Regent’s Park, two on Mar 15th, 
singles on May 4th and 11th, Sept 8th and 12th, with five on Sept 15th and one on 
Oct 7th. 3 
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Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


Apart from two very early individuals at Bentley Priory on Mar 6th the main 
arrival was not until the last week of March and first week of April. Passage 
movements continued well into May but again few large flocks were reported, 
the largest being 100 at Beddington SF and 85 at Ruislip Lido on Apr 23rd. 


The few breeding reports mostly referred to a continued decrease that has been in 
evidence since the mid-1980s. At Hainault Forest and Rainham Marsh the breeding 
population has apparently stabilised at a level about 40% lower than in 1985, 
whilst at Northolt a decline on recent years was noted. At Sewardstone, 15 pairs 
bred in stables in the Lippetts Hill Area. All comments on any change in status 
would be welcomed by the recorders. 


Autumn passage began in late August with a peak during mid to late September. 
Counts included: 300 at Paynes Lane GP on Aug 30th, 100 at Thames Ditton and 
100 at Kingston-upon-Thames on Aug 31st, 200 at King George V Res on Sept 
Ist, 120 at Holmethorpe SP on Sept 4th, with 250 there on Sept 15th, and 150 the 
next day. There was a major visible passage across the London Area between 
Sept 22nd and 27th which included a number of impressive counts: 


September 22nd: 
1,000 passed over Regent’s Park, 750 at Beddington SF, 300 S in one hour at 
Staines Res, 135 SE over Enfield, 200+ at Barn Elms and 300 S in four hours at 
Hampstead Heath. 


September 24th: 
200 S at Dagnam Park and Hainault Forest, 300 S at Hampstead Heath, 800 over 
Regent’s Park, 400 over Iver Heath, 450 over Beddington SF. 


September 25th: 
1,000 NW over Dartford Marsh and 150-200 at Staines Res, Brent Res, Havering 
CP and Dagnam Park the next day. 


September 27th: 
400 S at Hampstead Heath and 540 S at Barn Elms Res. 


After this major concentrated movement, small numbers were seen throughout 
October with passage continuing until the end of the month. The last bird of the 
year was at Beddington SF on Nov 7th. Inner London records are given. 


Inner London: Blackfriars Bridge, five flew upriver on Apr 20th. Holland Park, 
one flew E on May 25th. Kensington Gardens, one on May 18th. Lurline Gardens 
SW11, six flew NW on Apr 28th, one flew S on May 3rd, 15 flew S on Sept 27th. 
Regent’s Park, passage from Apr 21st to May 18th and again from Aug 22nd to 
Oct 7th with maxima of 1,000 over on Sept 22nd and 800+ on Sept 23rd (ARD). 


House Martin Delichon urbica 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first was at Hendon Park on Mar 24th which was followed by a scattering of 
records during the next two weeks. The main arrival was as usual during the third 
week of April but birds were not really widespread until early May. It was not 
until later in the month that the largest flocks were reported with maxima of 800 


110 


1002 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 59 FOR 1994 


at Barn Elms Res and 500 at Stocker’s Lake on May 17th, 500 at Staines Res and 


up to 400 at Hilfield Park Res on May 28th. As reported last year many breeding 
colonies were not re-occupied until late May or early June and many reports were 
of below average breeding numbers. The fortunes of this species continues to 
give cause for concern. In the Collier Row/Romford area numbers were only half 
of what they were ten years ago while at nearby Dagnam Park it was “a very poor 
year in the area’. Other reports of decreased numbers came from Cowley Peachey, 
Northolt, Sydenham, Beckenham, Ladywell Park, Bexley, and in the Lea Valley. 
Outside Inner London the largest colonies were 18 nests at Long Ditton, and 48 
nests at Rush Green Hospital, Romford (next to Dagenham Chase). More reports 
of colonies outside central London would be welcome. 


In contrast to recent years there was a strong autumn passage, particularly during 
September which formed a similar pattern to the movements of Swallows. Apart 
from a feeding flock of 500 at Berwick Ponds on June 26th and 250 there on July 
13th, peak movements occurred as usual from early August onwards, with the 
following large counts: Barn Elms Res, 400 on Aug 9th, Walton Res, 250 on Aug 
15th, Hampstead Heath, 300 on Aug 23rd, Long Ditton, 500 on Aug 25th, Hampton 
Court Park, 300 on Aug 28th, Rye Meads, 300 on Sept Ist, Walthamstow Marsh, 
550 on Sept 2nd, King George V Res, a peak of 500 on Sept 9th, Staines Res, 
1,000 on Sept 10th, Hampstead Heath, 300 on Sept 17th, Long Ditton, 500 on 
Sept 18th and 600 at Essex Filter Beds also on the 18th. As with the Swallow 
there was a steady movement throughout the London Area between Sept 22nd 
and the end of the month, with many hundreds moving over Hampstead Heath on 
Sept 22nd, 300 at Beddington SF on Sept 23rd, up to 1,000 at Staines Res on 
Sept 25th and 400 at Essex Filter Beds on Sept 30th. Passage movements continued 
well into October with the last birds of the year at Tottenham Cemetery on Nov 
15th and Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross on Nov 27th. Inner London records are 
given below. 


Inner London: Barons Court Road, W14, six nests. Barton Road, W14, two nests. 
Charleville Road, W 14, five nests. Comeraugh Road, W14, 12 nests. Eton Avenue, 
NW3, one pair bred (two in 1993). French Embassy, Albert Gate, Hyde Park, two 
pairs bred. Park Road, NW8, ten nests. Praed Street, W2, small numbers bred on 
the Great Western Hotel. Regent’s Park, bred locally in Primrose Hill area. 
Elsewhere small numbers were reported mainly over the Central London parks 
with maxima of 50 daily in the Kensington Gardens/Royal Albert Hall area during 
the 100th season of Henry Wood Promenade Concerts (July 15th to Sept 10th) 
and 50 over Regent’s Park on Sept 29th. 

Inner London: Bermondsey, one or two nests. County Hall, one pair attempted to 
nest but were disturbed by scaffolding operations. London Bridge Station, up to 
four in June. Kent House, Old Kent Road, six nests (four in 1993). 


Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 
Status: rare passage migrant. 


Barn Elms Res, a bird arrived from the E on Sept 26th but only remained five 
minutes before flying off SW after being flushed by a Kestrel (JPPW). 


This is the thirteenth London record, the eighth in autumn and the second earliest 
during this season when most have occurred in October. 
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Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 





Status: breeding summer visitor (declining) and passage migrant. 


The number of singing males recorded continued the decline noted in recent years 
with a disastrous reduction of a further 40%. There were no records at all of 
singing males from Middlesex, Hertfordshire or Kent. It is disappointing that the 
trend has continued downwards leaving the status of the Tree Pipit as a breeding 
bird within the London Area under threat. The first bird in spring was at Woodland 
Park GP (B) on Mar 21st. There were about 28 spring migrants recorded away 
from the breeding areas and a similar number of birds reported on passage in the 
autumn with Hampstead Heath again recording the largest concentration of five 
on Aug 27th. The last bird of the year was at Brickendonbury on Oct 18th. 


Number of singing male Tree Pipits in the London Area 1985-94 
Year ET SE aD 91 92 93 94 
Nojofmaless;) 86, 9/2 87 67, 54. 28 » 27-30) 29:31 9 20-21 12-13 


The summary shows the breeding season distribution with numbers of singing 
males in parentheses and all Inner London Records. 


Chingford Plain (1-2). Dagnam Park, just outside the park (1). Epping Forest, 
other than Chingford Plain (4). Hainault Forest (1). 

Inner London: Regent’s Park singles on Apr 11th and 28th, Aug 20th and 23rd, 
two on Sept 6th and singles on Sept 12th and 17th (ARD). 

Black Park (2). 

Limpsfield Chart (2). Richmond Park (1). 


Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 


Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor and common but increasingly 
localised breeder. 


As usual, the Thames Marshes provided the majority of records in the breeding 
season with only small numbers elsewhere in suitable habitat. Spring passage 
was recorded from Mar 3rd to the end of April. The peak number in an interesting 
series of spring passage counts at Hampstead Heath was 100 flying N on Mar 
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24th. The largest numbers in autumn were noted from the third week of September 
to the third week of October with the largest counts being 250 at Rainham on Oct 
Ist, 220 at Holmethorpe SP on Oct 2nd and 165 at Barn Elms Res on Sept 27th. 


Records of singing males or known breeding pairs (with numbers in parentheses) 
are shown below as well as Inner London records. 


Barking Bay (2). Belhus Woods CP (3). Berwick Ponds (3). Chingford Plain (1). 
Corbets Tey (10). Dagenham Corridor (4). Fairlop (6-8). Harold Wood (1). 
Hornchurch CP (20-25). Rainham Marsh (110). Roding Valley (8). icra 
Common (4). West Thurrock (3-4). 

Cheshunt Marsh (2). Croxley Common Moor (1). Hatfield Aerodrome (1). 
Bedfont Lakes (2). Bushy Park (4). Downe Barns Farm (1). Rammey Marsh (2). 
Tottenham Marsh (2). Inner London: Regent’s Park, spring passage from Mar 
10th to Apr 20th, with peaks of ten on Mar 21st and 20 on Mar 30th; autumn 
passage from Sept 11th to Nov 10th with peaks of 30 on Sept 22nd, 40 on Sept 
27th and 50 on Sept 29th (ARD). Spitalfields/Bishopgate, El, singles flew over 
on Sept 17th and Sept 24th (MAH). 

Crayford Marsh (5). Dartford Marsh (10+). Stone Chalk Pit (2+). Stone Marshes 
(5). Swanscombe Marsh (10+). 

Beddington SF (1). Holmethorpe SP (5). Molesey Heath (2). Riddlesdown (1). 
Wimbledon Common (1). Jnner London: Lurline Gardens, SW11, four flew N on 
Apr 28th, seven flew SW on Sept 27th and one flew NW on Oct 2nd (RK). 


Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 
Status: very rare vagrant. 
Barn Elms Res, one on Oct 14th (NPS). 


This is London’s seventh record and, amazingly, the third for this site. What is it 
that attracts Red-throated Pipits to Barn Elms? It is also the third consecutive 
year that London has recorded this species none of which have stayed to be enjoyed 
by anyone other than the finder(s). Accepted by the British Birds Rarities 
Committee. 


Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 
Status: passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Wintering birds were mainly found on the marshes adjacent to the River Thames 
in Essex and Kent where numbers were slightly lower than last year. Spring and 
autumn passage was reported mainly away from the River Thames at large concrete 
-banked reservoirs and a particularly good series was noted at Queen Mother 
Res. All records are given or summarised below. 


Barking Bay, four on Feb 6th. Beckton, two from Oct 24th to Dec Ist, singles on 
Dec 7th and from Dec 18th to 30th. King George V Res, singles on Feb 27th, Mar 
12th and 23rd, two on Mar 29th, one from Oct 3rd to 16th, two on Oct 17th and 
three on Nov 3rd. Rainham Marsh, maxima of 12 in January, 12 in February, six 
in March; in the second half of the year six in October, 12-14 in November and 
December. 

Amwell GP, one on Mar 20th. Hilfield Park Res, one on Nov Sth. 

Staines Res, two on Oct 11th and one on Nov 11th. /nner London: Regent’s Park, 
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three on Oct 27th (ARD). Tower Bridge, one on Feb 14th and 15th on the Thames 
foreshore and around the Tower Thistle Hotel (MAH). 

Queen Mother Res singles on Jan 2nd, Mar 3rd and 21st, Oct Ist, 13th, 14th and 
19th, two on 2nd, 4th, 9th, 10th and 12th, three on 8th and 17th and four on 11th 
and 7th. 

Charlton, one on Nov 12th. Dartford Marsh, two on Jan 10th, four on Mar 3rd and 
two on Sept 30th. Swanscombe Marsh, four on Jan 3rd, at least ten on Jan 15th, 
14 on Jan 22nd, nine on Feb 19th, one on Oct Ist, nine on Oct 23rd, six on Nov 
12th and 14 on Dec 27th. Thamesmead, one in January, two in February and two 
in November. 

Barn Elms Res, singles on Mar Ist and 13th, two on Mar 15th, one on Apr 19th, 
singles on Nov 5th, 22nd and Dec 4th. Beddington SF, singles on many dates 
from Jan 10th to Feb 17th with two on Jan 11th, two on Oct 19th and 23rd, 
singles on Oct 28th, Nov Ist, 7th and 9th. Walton Res, singles on Apr 4th and Oct 
17th. . 


Birds showing the characteristics of the Scandinavian race A. p. littoralis were 
recorded as follows (these are included in the totals above): 


King George V Res, one on Mar 12th and two on Mar 29th; a colour-ringed bird 
from Norway on Oct 17th was presumably of this race. 

The wintering birds at Swanscombe remaining into 1995 slowly assumed the 
characteristics of A. p. littoralis as the pre-breeding moult occurred. 

Walton Res, one on Apr 4th in near full summer plumage. 


The separation of the sub-species of Anthus petrosus before the pre-breeding 
moult which commences in mid-winter is extremely difficult except under very 
ideal conditions. Therefore it was very interesting to receive confirmation from 
Swanscombe that the birds wintering there were A.p. littoralis. This confirms the 
view held by several LNHS Records Committee members and other local 
birdwatchers that at least some, and perhaps all, Rock Pipits wintering in the 
London Area are of Scandinavian origin, with British birds being largely sedentary. 
Please continue to submit all records of this interesting species and take great 
care with identification, submitting notes when required. It is also necessary to 
take care when identifying Water Pipits in transitional plumage, which can 
resemble breeding plumage 4.p. Jittoralis. 


Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 
Status: regular but localised winter visitor. 


Wintering numbers at the main site of Rainham Marsh remained at similar levels 
to last year. At the other major sites numbers were higher than last year but there 
were fewer seen at other marginal locations. London surely remains one of the 
best counties in which to see this species. The total number of birds recorded for 
the year was at least 63, but flocks at Rainham, Rye Meads and Beddington are 
present for three months at each end of the year and probably total more than the 
maximum counts for each period. All records are given. 


Berwick Ponds, singles on Feb 27th and Apr 4th (SRP). Hall Marsh, one from 
Apr 16th to 18th (MDr, TJH, AMn). King George V Res, one on Mar 13th (PJV). 
Rainham Marsh, six on Jan Ist increasing to 14 in February, falling to 12 in 
March and six on Apr 4th, five on 9th and three on 18th to a final spring count of 
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three on the 12th (MKD, MAH, SRP ef a/). In the second half of the year a single 
on Oct 22nd increased to eight on Oct 29th, nine in November and 12-14 during 
December (KB, MKD, SRP et al). 

Rye Meads/Rye Meads SF, seven on Jan Ist, eight on Jan 7th, 15th and 16th, 
seven on Jan 22nd and3 1st, (nine different individuals were ringed in the month), 
nine on Feb 19th, ten on Mar 26th, ten on Apr 2nd, four on Apr 6th and 9th and 
six on Apr 14th; in second half of the year, two on Oct 22nd, one on Oct 23rd, 
three on Nov Sth and 12th, four on 19th, seven on 20th, six on 26th, three on Dec 
4th, six on 10th, four on 17th, two on 30th and three on 31st (CDe, GJW et al). 
Ruislip Lido, one on Apr 18th (JE). 

Swanscombe Marsh, one from Dec 27th to 31st (PBr). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Mar 28th (BPA,NPS). Beddington SF, monthly maxima: 
January - ten, February - 11, March - ten, April - four with the last record of 
three on Apr 16th; in autumn two on Oct 21st, three on Oct 22nd, and five in 
November and two in December (BBR). 


1993 Correction 
Rammey Marsh, seven on Oct 21st and two on 23rd and not seven on Oct 23rd as 
stated in LBR 58. 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Status: common passage migrant and decreasing breeder. 


The first spring migrants were two at Queen Mother Res on the extremely early 
date of Mar 15th with further March singles at Stocker’s Lake on Mar 26th, 
Beddington SF on Mar 30th, Barn Elms on Mar 30th (two on 31st) and Fairlop on 
Mar 31st. Spring passage was again light with the majority of records from mid- 
April until first week of May but no concentrations of more than 22 birds. The 
number of breeding pairs reported increased from 58 to 63 although the decline at 
major former stronghold (Rainham Marsh) continued. 


Autumn passage was also poor with the maximum concentration reported being 
51 birds. A summary of breeding season records (numbers in parentheses), passage 
concentrations and Inner London records is given below. 


Barking Bay (1). Beckton (1). Belhus Woods CP (3-4). Berwick Ponds (4). Corbets 
Tey (5-6). Fairlop (2-3). Navestock Lake (1). Paynes Lane GP (1). Rainham Marsh 
(9). Rainham GP (4). Sewardstone (3). Walthamstow Marsh (3-4). Fairlop, 22 on 
Apr 21st. King George V Res, 35 on Sept 8th. Walthamstow Marsh, 51 on Sept 
10th. 

Tyttenhanger GP (2-3). Coursers Lane Fields, 16 on Aug 27th. 

Perry Oaks SF (4-5). Staines Res (3). Stockley Park (1). Tottenham Marsh (5). 
Queen Mary Res, 27 on Sept 16th. Staines Res, 30 on Aug 21st. /nner London: 
Regent’s Park, spring passage: one on Apr 28th and 30th; autumn passage: recorded 
on five dates with singles between Sept 6th and Sept 26th, 14 on Sept 14th and 
five on Sept 18th. 

Iver, Shredding Green Farm (3). Chandlers Hill, 30 on Sept 16th. Queen Mother 
Res, 40 on Sept 7th. 

Swanscombe Marsh (1-2). 

Beddington SF (5). Barn Elms Res, 20 on Sept 5th. Holmethorpe SP, 14 on Sept 
14th. Walton Res, 12 on Apr 27th and 17 on Aug 24th. 
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Records of birds showing the characteristics of races other than Mf. flavissima 
were as follows: 


Blue-headed Wagtail Mf. flava. 

Essex: King George V Res, singles on Apr 25th, Apr 30th and May Sth. 
Middx: Perry Oaks SF, two on May 7th. 

Grey-headed Wagtail Mf. thunbergi. 

Surrey: Beddington SF, two on May 8th (BBR). 

Ashy-headed Wagtail M.f cinereocapilla. 

Herts: Amwell GP, one male on May 28th (WR). 


Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 
Status: very rare vagrant. 
King George V Res, one in the evening of Aug 22nd (RMC, AMn, PJV). 


The second London record, just two days before the anniversary of the first at 
Beddington SF last year. This was a classic looking pearly grey first-winter bird 
which would surely have attracted quite a crowd had it been present the following 
morning. A superb find for a dedicated trio of local patch workers. Both this and 
the 1993 record have been accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee. 


Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


There were reports from 73 sites with birds present during the breeding season 
although breeding was not proved at every site. This represents a significant 
increase which may be real but is perhaps more likely due to variable coverage 
from year to year. Breeding season totals are shown in the table below and 
maximum counts are given by county. 

Essex Herts Middx li, Bucks Kent Surrey 


No of sites holding birds 12 9 4 Th 12 8 27 
during the breeding season 


Harold Wood SF, five in January. Rainham Marsh, five in November and December. 
Walthamstow Res, four in January, seven in October, five in November and six in 
December. 

Rye Meads, six in October and November. 

Widely distributed, maximum counts outside the breeding season were: Brent 
Res, six on Sept 4th. Hampstead Heath, four on Aug 18th. Wood Green Res, six 
on Apr 2nd. Inner London: Regent’s Canal at Camden, one pair bred. Records 
during the breeding season also from Regent’s Park and Fitzroy Square, where 
there were juveniles in June. Outside the breeding season there were records 
from Regent’s Park, Spitalfields/Bishopsgate, El, and singles, mainly flyovers, 
from a further 15 sites. 

Present at seven sites during the breeding season but no counts of more than three 
outside this period. 

Foots Cray Meadows, four in October and November. 

Widely distributed with an increase in reported breeding. Outside the breeding 
season maximum counts were: Beddington SF, six on Jan Ist and Aug 23rd, 
Dulwich Station, five on the platform on Sept 15th. Holmethorpe SP, six flew S 
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on Sept 17th. A colour-ringed bird at Dulwich on Oct 11th was ringed at Arbroath 
in April 1992, when in at least its second year - the first English recovery since 
this project started in 1985. Inner London: Blackfriars, a pair probably bred under 
the railway bridge. St Saviours Creek, a pair bred. 


1993 Additional Record 
Tatling End, 16 trapped on Nov 28th. 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarelli 
Status: common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


This common species often occurs in close association with man and a pair were 
successful in raising a brood of four from a nest built on top of the engine of a 
tractor in daily use at Walton-on-Thames! Large counts and roosts and Inner London 
records are summarised below. 


Dagenham Chase, 124 on Jan 24th and 50 on Oct 20th. Fairlop, 50 on Oct 23rd. 
Harold Wood SF, 100 on Jan 8th and 85 on Jan 29th. Walthamstow Marsh, 56 on 
Oct 10th. Walthamstow Res, 60 on Mar 6th. Wm Girling Res, 80 on Nov 7th. 
Mill Green SF, maxima of 52 in January, 72 in February and 39 in March. Rye 
Meads, maxima of 25 in March, 100 in November and 70 in December. Springwell 
Lake, 135 on Feb 26th. Tyttenhanger GP, 70 on Dec 3rd. 

Hornsey, near Turnpike Lane Underground Station, c50 on Feb 12th and 180 on 
Dec 22nd. Perry Oaks SF, 120 on Sept 29th. Ponders End Lake, 46 on Mar 15th. 
Staines, c25 roosting in High Street on Oct 23rd. Wood Green Res, 45 on Jan 
31st, 25 on Mar 21st, 32 on Apr 13th and 78 on Oct 29th. Inner London: widely 
reported from a total of 21 Inner London sites with a maximum of ten at Regent’s 
Park on Oct 3rd. 

Langley Park, 50 roosting at an industrial park on Oct 27th. 

Joyce Green Hospital, 39 on July 28th. Stone Marsh, 22 on Nov 12th. 

Barn Elms Res, 70 on Mar 15th, 140 on Aug 31st, 52 on Sept 12th and 120 on 
Dec 7th. Beddington SF, four breeding territories; 60 on Nov 11th and 70 on Dec 
21st. Hersham, 75 on Aug 18th. Holmethorpe SP, four territories, 120 on Jan 29th 
and 25 on Mar Sth. Hurst Green, Oxted, 28 on May 10th, 30 on Aug 27th and 148 
on Oct 29th (pre-roost gathering). Sandown Racecourse, 50-100 roosting in 
November and December. Surbiton, 30 on Oct 7th. Walton Res, c30 on Aug 15th. 


1020.01 White Wagtail M.a. alba 


Status: passage migrant, rarely identified in autumn. 


With around 50 birds at 18 sites, 1994 was an average year. There were three 
records involving four birds in autumn, when this sub-species is far less easy to 
identify. 


Fishers Green, one on Mar 27th and three on Apr 30th. Hainault Forest, one on 
Apr 2nd. King George V Res, one on Mar 13th, two on Mar 29th, two from Apr 
Ist to 3rd, one on 4th, two on 8th, singles on Apr 11th and Apr 14th, five on Apr 
18th, three on Apr 19th, two on Apr 20th and one on Apr 21st. Rainham Marsh, 
singles on Mar 26th and Apr 10th. Walthamstow Res, one on Apr 9th. Wm Girling 
Res, singles on Mar 20th and Apr 11th. 

Hilfield Park Res, one on Apr 17th. Stocker’s Lake one on Apr 15th and 16th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, singles on Apr Ist, 4th and 25th. 
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Brent Res, singles on Apr 23rd and 30th. Ponders End Lake, one on Mar 27th. 
Staines Res, two on Apr 24th. Wood Green Res, singles on Mar 24th and 27th, 
two on 28th, one on Apr 21st and one on May 3rd. /nner OED: Regent’s Park, 
one on Sept 28th (ARD). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Mar 10th, one on Apr 4th, three on 11th, two on 12th, 
singles on 13th, 15th, 16th and 24th. 

Barn Elms Res, two on Mar 11th, one on 12th and 13th, three on 15th, four on 
21st, two on Apr 7th, two on 9th, one on 11th, three on 14th, singles on 15th and 
16th, 20th, 23rd, May 4th and 16th, two on Sept 27th. Beddington SF, one on 
Mar 29th and two on Apr 30th. Holmethorpe SP, one on Sept 16th. Walton Res, 
one on Apr 4th. 


Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
Status: abundant resident. 


A third consecutive mild winter has allowed the Wren population to consolidate 
at the increased levels of the last two years. The species remains one of the 
commonest in suburban London and in the parks and gardens in the centre where 
its resounding song can be heard above the traffic. A selection of records is given 
below. 


Dagnam Park, similar to 1993 when there were 55 pairs. Essex Filter Beds, seven 
pairs bred. Hainault Forest, 50+ pairs (similar to 1993). More’s Wood CBC plot, 
24 pairs, (35 in 1993). Rainham Marsh, 18 pairs bred. Toot Hill CBC plot, 21 
pairs, (22 in 1993). 

Amwell GP, 27 singing males, (18 in 1993). Oak Hill Park, 19 territories. Rye 
Meads, 33 singing males. 

Bedfont Lakes, 14 territories. Bushy Park, 34 territories in census plot. Hampstead 
Heath, 87 territories in Kenwood (cf. 82 in 1990) and 24 on Dec 21st. Tottenham 
Cemetery, 19 territories. Inner London: in the breeding season reported from: 
Hyde Park, nine territories in CBC plot. Kensington Gardens, nine territories in 
CBC plot. Regent’s Park, bred widely. St James’s Park, three territories. 
Ruxley GP, maximum of 11 on July 7th. 

Arbrook Common, 72 territories in CBC plot (66 in 1993). Barwell Court, 19 
territories in CBC plot (23 in 1993). Beddington SF, 67 territories (56 in 1993). 
Nower Wood, 38 territories in CBC plot (62 in 1993). Park Farm, 24 territories in 
CBC plot (23 in 1993). Inner London: recorded in the breeding season from 
Bankside and Burgess Park. 


Dunnock Prunella modularis 
Status: abundant resident. 


As with the previous species, the series of mild winters has enabled the Dunnock 
to maintain its population level. An interesting occurrence of two Dunnocks feeding 
on nuts in a wire feeder was reported from Rickmansworth. Records of census 
counts and Inner London records are given below. 


Dagnam Park, 34 singing males. Essex Filter Beds, six pairs bred. Hainault Forest, 
50+ territories, similar to 1993. Mores Wood, seven pairs in CBC plot (same as 
in 1993). Rainham Marsh, ten territories (15 in 1993). Toot Hill, 12 pairs bred in 
CBC plot (eight in 1993). 
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Rye Meads/Rye Meads SF, 25 singing males. 

Bedfont Lakes, 15 territories. Bushy Park, 11 territories in census area. Hampstead 
Heath, 31 territories in Kenwood (cf. 36 in same area in 1990). Inner London: 
Hyde Park, four territories in CBC plot. Kensington Gardens, five territories in 
CBC Plot. Regent’s Park, eight territories. St James’s Park, two territories. 
Ruxley GP, nine territories. 

Arbrook Common, one territory in CBC plot. Barwell Court Farm, nine territories 
in CBC plot (same as in 1993). Beddington SF, 14 territories in breeding survey 
(ten in 1993). Holmethorpe SP, 20 on Oct 12th, possibly involving some migrant 
birds. Park Farm, seven territories in CBC plot (six in 1992). Inner London: 
recorded as present in the breeding season at the following sites: Bankside PS, 
two territories, Jubilee Gardens, Lambeth Palace, St Thomas’s Hospital, Wincott 
St SEI. 


Robin Erithacus rubecula 
Status: abundant breeding resident with influxes in autumn and winter. 


The breeding population, where reported, appears to be at a similar level to last 
year. There was some evidence of an influx in the first half of October. Large 
counts are given below. 


Dagnam Park, similar numbers to 1993 when 45 pairs bred. Hainault Forest, 60 
pairs bred, similar to 1993. Mores Wood, 21 territories in CBC plot (24 in 1993). 
Rainham Marsh, six pairs bred (seven in 1993). Toot Hill, 19 pairs bred in CBC 
plot (14 in 1992). 

Hilfield Park Res, 11 territories. Rye Meads, nine singing males on whole site. 
Bedfont Lakes, 23 territories. Bushy Park, 15 territories in census area. Coppetts 
Wood, 16 on Oct 16th were possibly migrants. Hampstead Heath, 77 territories 
in Kenwood (62 in the same area in 1990), small influx on Oct 6th, 51 on Dec 
21st. Inner London: Hyde Park, nine territories in CBC plot. Kensington Gardens, 
nine territories in CBC plot. Regent’s Park, 22 territories. St James’s Park, at 
least one territory. 

Bexley Wood, seven territories. Darenth Valley Walk, maximum of 11 on Jan Ist. 
Dartford Marsh, maximum of nine on Oct 18th. Ruxley GP, maximum of 17 on 
Oct 15th. 

Arbrook Common, 40 territories in CBC plot (31 in 1993). Barwell Court, 22 
territories in CBC plot (22 in 1993). Beddington SF, 19 territories in census area 
(14 in 1993). Nower Wood, 24 territories in CBC plot (39 in 1993). Park Farm, 
26 territories in CBC plot (30 in 1993). 


Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 
Status: breeding summer visitor in small numbers; scarce passage migrant. 


The number of singing males reported increased to approximately 28 with Surrey 
and Essex providing the majority of records. In Kent three birds were found in the 
sector during the Kent Ornithological Society Nightingale survey. There were 
two records in autumn away from breeding areas, both on Hampstead Heath. 
These birds arrived with a notable influx of migrants which included Redstarts 
and Whinchats and suggests that this species is certainly worth looking for in 
autumn amongst the more regular migrants. All records are given. 
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Chingford Plain, one or two pairs present (PAB). Epping Forest, four pairs present 
around Connaught Water (PAB, SRP et al). Dagnam Park, one singing from May 
14th to 19th was probably only a passage migrant (CRJ). Fishers Green, one 
singing male (JF). Hainault Forest, one or two singing in late April/early May 
(mo). Nazeing, one singing male present (SCr). Sewardstone, two pairs in breeding 
season (PAB, AMn) Walthamstow Marsh, one singing male (DM/ et al). Weald 
Park, one singing male present (JCe). 

Broxbourne, one in song from May 3rd (WR), two on May 22nd (BR) but not 
seen or heard subsequently. Turnford Marsh, one from Apr 30th to May 2nd (BR). 
Hampstead Heath, one, possibly two, on Aug 27th (WEO) and one in a different 
area on Aug 29th (PWD). 

Black Park, one heard on Apr 10th (AJMe). Wraysbury GP, one from Apr 27th to 
June 11th with two on June 3rd (CDRH) and a juvenile trapped on July 23rd 
(RRG). 

Darenth Wood, one singing on May 15th (MBp, AJM). Dartford Marsh, one on 
June 2nd (BEW). Littlebrook Lake, one singing on Apr 26th (BEW) was last 
heard on May 28th (AJM). Stone, one singing in early May was approximately 
400 metres from the Darenth Wood record but probably referred to a different 
bird (MBp). 

Bookham Common, first seen on May Ist (RHK), then up to six singing during 
the breeding season (RHK, NJM, RES). Chessington, one singing from Apr 29th 
into May (SGd). Epsom Common, one from Apr 30th to May 9th (AND). Oxted, 
one singing from May 3rd to 13th (KN, BJT). 


Bluethroat : Luscinia svecica 





Status: rare vagrant. 





Rainham Marsh, a singing male of the white-spotted sub-species cyanecula, on 
Apr 26th (WM et al). 


A superb find, the first record since 1983 and only the 13th ever in the London 
Area. Four of these have been in spring and the last record in spring 1983 was 
also of the white-spotted race. This individual could be very elusive at times but 
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did reward most of the 30 or so observers who managed to get to the site on Apr 
26th. It had however gone the following day. 


Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 


Status: breeding summer visitor, passage migrant and winter visitor in small 
numbers. 


Definitely a good year for this species. The increase in breeding season records 
was maintained, although the number of proved breeding pairs did drop. However, 
it should be remembered that this is a very difficult species to detect during the 
breeding season due to its choice of habitat! There may have been some double 
counting in the City area where the number of territories found in Shoreditch 
during a survey along the railway line may have included some of the others 
reported individually. Interestingly, a number of the singing males reported were 
holding territory on new buildings rather than the traditional older constructions. 
Six pairs definitely bred and up to 28 more singing males were noted. Several 
females were also seen in spring but were not confirmed as being part of a breeding 
pair. There was a small influx during the second half of October away from breeding 
sites. Breeding records are tabulated below and they are followed by all records 
of wintering and passage birds. 


Pairs Other Additional 
Proved Pairs Singing 
Breeding Present Males Observer 

Creekmouth 1 RDH 
Rainham Marsh ] MKD 
Brimsdown 1 RMC,SCr 
East India Docks 1 JKA 
Inner London: 

Covent Garden 1 per MAH 
Farringdon Street ] per MAH 
Finsbury Circus ] MAH 
Henrietta St 1 DM 
Jewry St 1 PJO 
Kings Cross 1 l MAH eral 
Oxford St 1 LH 
Shoreditch area 6 AHn 
Soho ] RIM 
Southwark Bridge ] PJO 
Spitalfields area 1 2 MAH 
St John’s Gate l JT 
Erith l AJM 
Littlebrook PS l AJM,BEW 
Swanscombe(Paper Mill) 2 PBr,AJM 
Swanscombe(Gravel Works) l PBr 
Kingston-upon-Thames ] SJS 
Nunhead Cemetery PBr 
Surbiton l MWr 
Inner London: 

Bankside PS 2 IH,JRB 
Chancel St l IH 
Lafone St, SE1 1 SMA 
St Savoirs Creek ] SMA 
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Dagenham Chase, one on Apr 9th (VH) and one on Oct 2nd (KB). King George V 
Res, singles on Oct 7th (ACy), Oct 21st (JF), Oct 22nd (PAB), Oct 28th, Nov 4th, 
and Dec 20th (AMn). Sewardstone, one on Apr 4th and 5th (ACy, AMn). 
Walthamstow Res, one on Apr 17th (PL). Wm Girling Res, one on Apr 11th 
(ACy) and one on Nov 26th (PJV). 

Croxley Green, one on Apr 4th and 5th in observer’s garden (ANr). Rye Meads, 
one on Dec 3rd (CDe). 

Brimsdown, one from Sept 25th to 28th, two on Sept 29th, singles on Oct 3rd, 
8th, 12th, and 16th, five on Oct 18th, four on Oct 24th and three on Oct 30th 
(AMn). East India Dock Basin, one on Oct 18th (JAr). Hampstead Heath, singles 
on Sept 2nd (PWD) and Sept 26th (MB/). Perry Oaks SF, one on Feb 20th (CL). 
Staines Res, one on Oct 15th (DJMs, PN). Rammey Marsh, one on Nov 11th 
(SCr). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one from Apr Ist to 6th (RMC). Wood Green Res, 
singles on Apr 17th and July 16th (AG, LG, GN etal) and one on Oct 15th (PRs). 
Wormwood Scrubs, one on Oct 24th (GSE). Wraysbury Res, one on Aug Sth 
(SA). 

Queen Mother Res, one from Oct 17th to 27th was photographed (JAS). 

Jubilee Park, one on Oct 17th and 24th (DJMr). 

Barn Elms Res, singles on Mar 21st (NPS), from Apr 19th to 21st (BPA, CF, 
JPPW), from Nov Sth to 7th (RGr, JPPW) and from Nov 19th to 22nd (BPA,NPS). 
Beddington SF, one on Apr 22nd (BBR). Crystal Palace Park, one on Nov 6th 
(PBr). Dulwich, one in observer’s garden on Oct 15th (TS). Oxted, Hurst Green, 
one in observer’s garden on Apr 16th (KN). Richmond Park, one on Nov 3rd. 
South Norwood CP, one on Oct 13th and 14th (JBd, DJD) and two on Oct 20th 
(JBi, DJD). Walton Res, one on Dec 13th (DMH). 


1993 Additional Records 
Gillespie Park, one on Apr 4th and 8th and in May (RB). 


Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Status: passage migrant, never common and very rare breeding summer visitor. 


The first birds of spring were singles at Dagenham Chase and Holmethorpe SP 
on Apr 20th. There were records of 15 bird/days in spring, the same as last year 
with the last at Littlebrook Lake on May 24th. There was probably one pair 
breeding in Epping Forest but there were few visits to the site. There were no 
other breeding season records. Autumn passage commenced with a single at 
Alexandra Park on the early date of July 25th after which there were no further 
records until a single at Hounslow Heath on Aug 22nd. There were approximately 
69 bird/days in autumn, a 7% decrease compared to 1993 - however it should be 
remembered that autumn 1993 was especially good for this species. Particularly 
good autumn series were reported from Dagnam Park and Hampstead Heath. The 
scarcity of this species in Herts (three records) and Kent (one record) remains 
something of a mystery. The last bird of the year was seen at Beddington SF on 
Oct 11th. All records are given below. 


Bulphan Fen, one on Sept 16th (MKD). Chingford Plain, one on Sept 26th (AMn). 
Dagenham Chase, singles on Apr 20th, Aug 22nd (KB), 23rd, 30th (AAB) and 
Sept 5th and two on Sept 13th (KB). Dagnam Park, one on Aug 18th, two on 
20th, one on 21st, one on 30th, one on Sept 2nd, one on 4th and Sth, two on 14th, 
one from 15th to 19th and finally one on 25th and 26th (CRJ). Epping Forest, one 
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pair probably bred (AAB). Hainault Forest, one on Aug 24th (MKD). Sewardstone, 
one on Apr 27th (TJH), two on Sept 6th, one on Sept 8th and one on Sept 16th 
(AMn). 

Croxley Moor, one on Sept 26th (RRD, ANr). St Albans, one on Apr 20th (SSA) 
Tyttenhanger GP, one on May 2nd (RRD, IS). 

Alexandra Park, one on July 25th (GN) and one on Sept 5th (AG). Bedfont Lakes, 
one on Apr 22nd (JHt, DWN). Bentley Priory, one on Aug 28th (PAW). Brent 
Res, one on Apr 30th (RBd, ASMS), one on Aug 29th (ASMS), two on Sept 24th 
(RBd, ASMS) and one Sept 25th (JG/, GWy). Bushy Park, one on Apr 21st and 
22nd (DHy). Hampstead Heath, one on May 20th (MAH), one on Aug 25th (PWD, 
WEO), five on Aug 27th were part of a notable fall, two on Aug 28th, three on 
Sept 2nd (PWD, WEO, MAH), one on Sept 10th (PWD) and one on Oct 4th and 
5th (PWD). Hounslow Heath, two on Apr 23rd and one on Aug 22nd (JH/r). 
Kempton Park Res, one on Sept 3rd (HRG). Vicarage Farm,Enfield, one on Sept 
13th and one on 17th (RJW). Wormwood Scrubs, one on Sept 4th (NAn) and one 
on Sept 13th (DLo, GSE). Inner London: Regents Park, one on Aug 28th, one on 
Sept 2nd and one on Sept 19th (ARD). 

Black Park, one on May 8th (SN). Chandlers Hill, one on Sept 20th (RDH). 
Wraysbury GP, one on Apr 29th (CL). 

Littlebrook Lake, one on May 24th (BEW). 

Beddington SF, one on Oct 11th (BBR). Dungeon Hill, Woodmansterne, one on 
Sept 11th (GJH). Holmethorpe SP, a male on Apr 20th (GWJH). Whyteleafe, one 
on Apr 29th (BJT). 


Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 


Status: regular passage migrant but now almost certainly extinct as a breeding 
summer visitor. 


There were no breeding records, although a fresh looking juvenile at Perry Oaks 
SF may have bred locally. The first bird of spring occurred on the typical date of 
Apr 22nd at Richmond Park. Most records were of one to three birds, with a 
maximum of four, also at Richmond Park. Once again numbers were small with 
approximately 83 bird/days reported at 36 sites, a small increase compared to 
1993. The last bird of spring was on May 19th in Regent’s Park. 


In the autumn passage started on July 11th with a juvenile at Perry Oaks SF A 
male was at Walthamstow Res on July 17th and there were other July records at 
Fairlop on the 28th and Tottenham Marsh on the 31st. There were a handful of 
records in the first two weeks of August and passage was properly under way by 
Aug 14th. Migration was steady but unspectacular from this date until Oct 8th, 
and ended abruptly with the last being seen on Oct 11th with singles at Wormwood 
Scrubs and Woodlands Park GP. The maximum count was 18 at Wormwood Scrubs 
(M) on Sept 16th. The total in autumn was approximately 550 bird/days reported 
from 55 sites. The number of autumn records was 17% up on 1993 but the seasonal 
ratio remained at 6.5 to 1. Where sites hold a number of birds for several days an 
indication by observers as to their estimate of the total bird/days would help with 
the analysis of the volume of passage. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on May 19th, two on Sept Sth and three on Oct 
4th (ARD). 
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Stonechat Saxicola torquata 
Status: localised breeding resident, regular passage migrant and winter visitor 


The number of pairs recorded in the breeding season was 11-13 at two sites. The 
traditional main site in the Area, Rainham Marsh, held eight to ten breeding 
territories and the population there appears to be in slow decline. Much more 
encouraging were the three pairs at one site in Surrey which gives hope that 
suitable habitat in the south of the area will be recolonised in future. Juveniles 
were recorded at three other sites, possibly indicating breeding nearby. Records 
were received from a total of 65 sites, a 14% increase on 1993 and the species 
certainly seems to be getting commoner as a passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Richmond Park and Rainham Marsh were again the major wintering sites with 
the maxima at either end of the year at these localities 14:8-10 and 7:10 
respectively. Away from the breeding sites there was a small autumn influx in the 
third week of September but as in 1993 the majority of ‘new’ birds arrived in 
October. 


The obvious increase in passage and wintering records of this species in recent 
years means it is no longer practical to list every record in this Report but we will 
continue to monitor the trend and it is most important that observers continue to 
send in every record of Stonechat. Breeding and summer records by county and 
an Inner London record are given. 


Rainham Marsh, eight to ten pairs in summer - slowly declining. Walthamstow 
Res, a juvenile on July 10th may have been locally bred. 

Staines Res, a young juvenile on Aug 14th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on 
Nov 15th (ARD). 

Beddington SF, a juvenile on July 13th and another on Aug 20th and 28th. 
Richmond Park, three pairs bred. 


1993 Additional Records 

Brent Res, one on Sept Ist. Downe Barns Farm, one on Oct 5th and two on Oct 
11th and 20th. Gillespie Park, one from Oct 5th to 12th. Ponders End Lake, singles 
on Nov 4th, Dec 7th and 8th and two on Dec 31st. Staines Res, one on Sept 5th. 


Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 
Status: common passage migrant. 


The first bird of spring was on the early date of Mar 2nd at Queen Mother Res. 
Six more birds had arrived by Mar 10th with a further 12 before Mar 20th. After 
this records were widespread and 219 bird/days were recorded in March. A steady 
flow of birds continued and in April up to the 8th there were 315 bird/days reported. 
The next eleven days were poor and until warm spring weather resumed on the 
20th there were few new arrivals with only 23 bird/days in the period. From Apr 
20th to May 10th passage was steady, but unspectacular, with a further 177 bird/ 
days and after this a trickle of 11 bird days ended with the last spring migrant on 
May 30th at Queen Mary Res (M). The overall spring total of 745 reported bird/ 
days at 61 sites was an increase of 60% over 1993 and the highest since 1989. 
The highest numbers reported were 20 at Staines Res on Apr 3rd and the same 
number at King George V Res on Apr 4th. 
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There were two interesting records of juvenile birds, one photographed at Queen 


‘Mother Res (B) on July 3rd and one at Beddington SF on July 10th and 11th. Both 


of these records make the prospect of local breeding a possibility. 


Autumn migration, excluding the July birds mentioned above, commenced on 
Aug lst and numbers were small and there were no noticeable influxes. Birds 
were recorded from 38 sites in autumn with at least 175 bird/days being recorded 
- the second consecutive poor autumn for this species. The last record came from 
Regent’s Park on Nov 15th. All Inner London records are given. 


Inner London: Hyde Park, one on Apr 4th (AGm). Regent’s Park, one on Mar 
30th, two on Mar 3 lst, one on Apr 28th and 30th, singles on Aug 21st, Sept 6th 
and Nov 11th (ARD). 

Inner London: Battersea Park, three on Apr 28th (RK). 


There were three records of birds showing the characteristics of the Greenland 
race O. o. leucorrhoa. 


Rainham Marsh, one on Oct 4th (SRP). 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Apr 28th and 30th (ARD). 
Barn Elms Res, one on May 29th and Sept 28th (JMy et al). 


Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 


Chipping Ongar High St, one picked up on Oct 28th, released on Nov 2nd and 
still present on 3rd (FP, NP) - see photographs opposite page 96. 


One of the most remarkable London Area records of all time. This bird was picked 
up in a poorly state from a garden on Oct 28th and commendably nursed back to 
health by the first-named observer. It was identified as a Hermit Thrush by the 
second-named observer and released back into the garden on Nov 2nd and was 
still present on the 3rd. As it was never seen again after that date one can only 
hope that it made a full recovery and resumed its autumn migration. 


This is only the fifth British record of this skulking American thrush and the first 
for the mainland. Three of the others also occurred in October (all on Isles of 
Scilly) with the other in June (on Shetland). When pondering which vagrant species 
could conceivably turn up in the London Area this one would surely be very near 
the bottom of the list and is yet more evidence for the maxim that just about 
anything can turn up anywhere! This was the third record of an American land- 
bird for the London Area joining Yellow-billed Cuckoo and Common Nighthawk, 
both of which also arrived in October. This record is still subject to acceptance by 
the British Birds Rarities Committee due to late submission. 


Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 
Status: regular passage migrant but never common. 


There were records of about 38 birds at 20 sites, a good showing. The average 
since 1986 is 26 records per annum, compared to less than eight for the period 
from 1947 to 1985. The first bird in spring arrived on Mar 30th at Dagenham 
Chase followed by a further 29 spring birds. There was less of an obvious peak in 
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mid-April than in many years, with records well spread throughout the month. 
Three stragglers on May 7th, 8th and 11th were within the normal spread of dates 
for spring migrants. Autumn passage was unusual in that the eight records were 
spread from Aug 23rd to Oct 19th with no November records. The record of two 
immature males at Beddington SF is only the second for August, the other being 
on Aug 18th 1986 at Richmond Park. All records are given below. 


Dagenham Chase, one on Mar 30th (LHn) and a pair on Apr 5th and Apr 6th (KB, 
MKD, MTM). Dagnam Park, a male on Apr 23rd (CRJ), a first-winter female 
from Oct 4th to 9th (CHe, CRJ) and another first-winter bird on Oct 9th (CRJ, 
DSn). Sewardstone, a female from Apr Ist to 11th (KM et a/), one on Apr 27th 
and 28th, one on May 11th and one on Oct 19th (AMn). Walthamstow Res, a 
male on Apr 6th (JF) and a female on May Ist (PL). 

Tyttenhanger GP, two on Apr 30th (DGB). 

Brent Res, one on Apr 11th (RJW). Hampstead Heath, a pair on Apr 4th (PWD, 
WEO), two males on Apr 8th (AHn, PWD, WEO), a female on Apr 11th (PWD) 
and one on Apr 29th (AHn). Harrow, one on Apr 22nd (PAW). Kempton Park 
Res, one on Apr 16th (HRG). King George VI Res, one on Apr 30th (AVM, 
DJMs, PN). Rammey Marsh, one on Apr Ist and 2nd (BD) and one on May 8th 
(KA). Tottenham Cemetery, one on Apr 21st (PL). Trent Park, one on Apr 16th 
(RMC). Inner London: Regent’s Park, a male on Apr 9th (ARD). 

Dartford Marsh, a male on Apr 22nd and 23rd (BEW). Petts Wood, a male on 
May 7th (KP). 

Beddington SF, two immature males on Aug 23rd and one on Sept 28th (BBR). 
Dulwich Woods, a male and a female seen separately on Oct 17th (PBr). Oxted, 
Hurst Green, one on Apr 13th (KN). South Norwood CP, one from Apr 3rd to 5th 
(DJD). 


1991 Additional Record 
Trent Park, a female on Oct 12th (RMC). 


Blackbird Turdus merula 
Status: abundant resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The Blackbird is as at home in the parks and squares of the city centre as in its 
natural woodland habitat. Large counts and breeding surveys are given. 


Dagnam Park, 35 pairs bred (a small increase from 1993). Hainault Forest, about 
60 pairs bred (similar to 1993). More’s Wood CBC plot, 13 pairs bred (same as in 
1993). Toot Hill, CBC plot, 19 pairs bred (25 in 1993). Rainham Marsh, 14 pairs 
bred (15 in 1993). 

Furzefield Wood, 31 on Jan 6th. Rye Meads, 16 singing males on whole site, 50 
on Oct 22nd. 

Bedfont Lakes, 15 territories. Hampstead Heath, 56 territories in Kenwood (60 
in same area in 1990 survey), a small influx of migrants noted on Oct 6th, 75 on 
Dec 21st. Wormwood Scrubs, 20 on Oct 25th. Inner London: Holland Park, 53 
trapped and ringed in the year. Hyde Park, 19-23 territories in CBC plot. 
Kensington Gardens, 30-33 territories in CBC plot. Regent’s Park, a successful 
breeding season with many young reared. 

Darenth Valley Walk, 18 on Jan 29th. Ruxley GP, 20 on Oct 15th. 
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S .Arbrook Common, 12 territories in CBC plot (17 in 1993). Barn Elms Res, 30 on > 
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Oct 16th. Barwell Court Farm, 18 territories in CBC plot (21 in 1993). Beddington 
SF, 24 breeding territories (22 in 1993). Bookham Common, numbers remained 
low, no CBC in 1994. Holmethorpe SP, 30 from Sept 28th to Oct 12th were 
probably migrants. Nower Wood, 15 territories in CBC plot (28 in 1993). Park 
Farm, Chessington, 15 territories in CBC plot (20 in 1993). 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 


Status: regular passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The first three months of the year were generally unsettled with mild wet weather. 
There were two short cold snaps, at the end of February and in mid-March.The 
overall picture however was of yet another mild winter which produced few 
large gatherings of winter thrushes. The highest counts of Fieldfares were of 500 
at Fishers Green on Jan 14th and 460 at Horton CP on Mar 20th. The last record 
of the spring was of one flying N over Hampstead Heath on May Ist. 


There were two August records, three at Dagenham Chase on the 10th and one at 
Wimbledon Common on the 14th. Apart from these the first record of ‘autumn 
proper’ was of two at Regent’s Park on Sept 1 6th followed by one at South Norwood 
CP on Sept 22nd. Small numbers were noticed from Oct Sth but a combination of 
unfavourable winds for mass visible migration movements and another mild winter 
meant that numbers were again low. Movements were regularly noted at Hampstead 
Heath, the largest being 600 NW on Nov 3rd. After a small influx at the beginning 
of November, numbers during the rest of the year were exceptionally low. 
Significant counts are shown below. 


Berwick Ponds, 120 on Feb 6th, 100 on Mar 17th. Collier Row, 150 on Jan 22nd. 
Corbets Tey, 150 on Jan 23rd. Dagenham Chase, 121 on Jan 17th, 120 on Feb 7th, 
100 on Mar 4th. Fishers Green, 170 on Jan 4th, 500 on Jan 14th. Harlow, Burnt 
Mill, 300 on Mar 6th. Rainham Marsh, 100 on Mar 19th. Roding Valley, 200 on 
Jan Ist. 

Amwell GP, 175 W on Nov 3rd. Balls Wood, 110 on Jan 26th. Haberdashers’ 
Girls School, 100 on Jan 20th, 200 on Feb 11th, 150 on Feb 18th, 200 on Mar 7th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, 160 on Jan Ist. 

Hampstead Heath, 90 flew over in two hrs on Oct 16th, 30 on Oct 19th, 600 NW 
on Nov 3rd, 93 NW on Nov Sth, 137 W/NW on Nov 6th and 50 W on Novy 17th: 


. when compared to those made in 1993 this series of observations demonstrates 


how meagre autumn passage was. Highway Farm, Harefield, 150 on Feb 25th. 
Potters Bar, 117 on Feb 20th. Jnner London: Regent’s Park, one on Mar 3rd, two 
on Sept 16th, 30 on Oct 28th and 30 on Nov 3rd. 

Woodlands Park GP, 250 on Jan 26th, 100 on Feb 21st. 

Chipstead Lake, 150 on Feb 20th. Dartford Marsh, 150 on Nov 6th. Eynesford, 
200 on Mar 6th. 

Beddington SF, 262 on Nov 3rd. Field Common, 185 on Mar 27th. Holmethorpe 
SP, 300 on Jan 23rd, 250 on Feb 27th, 300 on Mar 8th. Horton CP, 460 on Mar 
20th and 150 on Dec 26th. Rushet Farm, Epsom, 147 on Jan 27th, 100 on Feb 
10th, 100 on Nov 11th. 
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Song Thrush Turdus philomelus 
Status: common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


As noted last year, the Song Thrush has declined as a breeding species nationally. 
The figures in London census plots suggest that numbers are now reasonably 
stable but we are reminded that in Hyde Park this represents a ten fold decline 
over 25 years. Gardeners may like to note that slug pellets probably contribute 
heavily to this decline in garden areas. 


Collier Row, four or five pairs bred, a slight increase. Dagnam Park, 15 pairs 
bred (16 in 1993), a small influx of 15 birds noted in late September/early October. 
Hainault Forest, 30 breeding pairs, numbers now stabilising after a long decline. 
More’s Wood, two pairs on the CBC plot (five in 1993). Rainham Marsh, three 
pairs bred (five in 1993). Toot Hill, four pairs bred (same as in 1993). 
Furzefield Wood, 13 on Feb 18th. Hilfield Park Res, three or four singing males 
on June 16th. Rickmansworth, 17 on Oct 24th eating yew berries. Rye Meads, 12 
singing males on whole site, 20 on Oct 22nd. 

Bedfont Lakes, three/four territories. Bentley Priory, seven singing males on May 
14th. Bushy Park, seven territories in census area. Coppetts Wood, 12 on Nov 
5th. Hampstead Heath, 15 territories in Kenwood (same as in 1990), a small 
influx noted on Oct 6th of about ten birds. Rammey Marsh, 30 on Nov 5th. Trent 
Park, 14 on Feb 13th. Inner London: Camley Street Natural Park, one pair bred. 
Holland Park, one pair bred. Hyde Park, four pairs bred in CBC plot; this compares 
to an average of 45 during 1967-1972 censuses but is better than only three in 
1993. Kensington Gardens, five pairs bred in CBC plot. Regent Square, Bow, an 
adult feeding two young on June 17th. Regent’s Park, bred, an apparent increase 
on 1993. St James’s Park, at least one pair bred. 

Wraysbury GP, ten on Oct 15th. 

Sydenham, movement of singles noted from Oct 8th to Nov 7th. 

Arbrook Common, five pairs bred in CBC plot (same as 1993). Barwell Court, 
six pairs bred in CBC plot (four in 1993). Beddington SF, ten territories in breeding 
survey (five in 1993). Nower Wood, ten pairs in CBC plot (eight in 1993). Park 
Farm, two pairs bred in CBC plot (four in 1993). Wimbledon Common, four of 
five pairs bred. 


1993 Correction 
The 270 Song Thrushes reported as flying over Sydenham Hill in LBR 58 were in 
fact Redwings. 


Redwing Turdus iliacus 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


January was unsettled but comparatively mild and there were no large movements 
noted. The largest counts at this time came from the Surrey sector with 415 at 
Loseberry Farm, Claygate on Jan 19th, 386 at Harringdon Farm, Claygate on Jan 
24th and 300 at Oxted on the same date. The second half of February was colder 
and there were counts of 350 at Hampton Court Park and 420 at Harringdon Farm 
on Feb 25th. Numbers fell in March although Horton CP still held 250 on Mar 
20th. The last bird of spring was at Osterley Park on Apr 23rd. 
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The first arrival in autumn was on Sept 17th at Barn Elms Res, and by the end of 
the month there had been records at ten sites, but no more than three together. 
Visible migration was noted from early October. On Oct 6th, 205 were noted 
flying SE at Dulwich Woods and from Oct 16th to 20th movements were noted at 
various sites with 110 counted at Hampstead Heath in two hours on the 16th, 226 
at Rye Meads on the 17th and 151 at Sydenham Hill on the 18th. A pronounced 
movement took place from Novy 3rd to 6th, when there were counts of 400 NW/W 
at Hampstead Heath, 434 passed through Beddington SF, 300 W at Amwell and 
360 SE at Dulwich Woods all on the 3rd and smaller numbers on subsequent 
days. After this, the prevailing mild weather meant that numbers were low. 
Significant counts and Inner London records are given below. 


Berwick Ponds, 120 on Feb 6th. Collier Row, 100 on Jan 22nd. Dagenham Chase, 
100 on Nov 20th. Dagnam Park, 170 on Nov 5th. Havering CP, 100 on Feb 18th. 
Roding Valley, 100 on Feb 18th. 

Amwell GP, 300 W on Nov 3rd. Brickendonbury, 120 on Jan 31st. Brookmans 
Park, 274 on Jan 9th, 150 on Jan 11th, 188 on Jan 21st, 178 on Feb 20th, 119 on 
Mar 6th. Haberdashers’ Girls School, 200 on Feb 11th. Rye Meads, 226 on Oct 
17th, 100 on Nov Sth. Stocker’s Lake, 200 on Feb 26th, 111 on Mar 4th. 

Bushy Park, 150 on Jan 11th. Coppetts Wood, 100 on Nov Sth. Hampstead Heath, 
110 over in two hrs on Oct 16th, 400 N/NW on Nov 3rd, 270 NW/W on Nov 5th 
and 141 W/NW on Nov 6th. Hampton Court Park, 170 on Jan 27th, 350 on Feb 
25th. Queen Mary Res, 100 on Jan 29th. West Ruislip GC, 200 on Jan 7th, 104 on 
Nov 3rd, 284 on Nov 4th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, 24 on Mar 3rd, 20 on 
Mar 6th, one on Sept 23rd, 30 on Nov Ist and 40 on Nov 4th. 

Blackheath, 160 over in 15 minutes on Nov 3rd. Chipstead Lake, 180 on Oct 
17th: 

Beddington SF, 434 on Nov 3rd. Harringdon Farm, Claygate, 386 on Jan 24th, 
420 on Feb 25th. Loseberry Farm, Claygate, 415 on Jan 19th. 345 on Feb 17th. 
Dulwich Woods, 205 SE on Oct 6th, 360 SE between 07.00 and 09.00 hrs on Nov 
3rd. Hersham, 100 on Dec 24th. Holmethorpe SP, 200 on Jan 23rd. Horton CP, 
250 on Jan 8th, 250 on Mar 20th, Nonsuch Park, 200 on Feb 13th. Oxted, Hurst 
Green, 300 on Jan 24th, 200 on Mar 6th. Richmond Park, 200 on Jan 23rd. Surbiton, 
100 on Feb 2nd. South Norwood CP, 160 on Nov 4th. Sydenham Hill, migration 
noted from Oct 16th with 151 on Oct 18th. West End Common, 100 on Dec 6th. 
Inner London: Wincott St, SE1, at least two heard flying over at 20.30 hrs on Nov 
2nd. 


Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Counts of post breeding gatherings, local census counts and Inner London breeding 
records are given. 


Berwick Ponds, six pairs bred. Dagenham Chase, 17 on Oct 12th. Dagnam Park, 
five pairs bred (same as 1993), maxima of 50 in August, 30 in September and 20 
in October. Hainault Forest, 15 pairs bred (same as 1993). Warley Place, 25 on 
June 27th. Weald Park, three pairs bred. 


H Amwell GP, 23 on July 24th. Panshanger Park, nine pairs bred. 
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Alexandra Park, three territories, 22 on Aug 22nd. Enfield Town Park, 23 on Aug 
4th. Hampstead Heath, at least four pairs bred, 15 on Sept 15th. Hampton Court 
Park, 16 on Aug 20th, 15 on Oct 11th. Mill Hill, 28 on Aug 11th. Sunbury, 20 on 
Aug 2nd. Windsor Open Space, 32 on July 8th. Inner London: Holland Park, two 
pairs bred. Hyde Park, four pairs in CBC plot. Kensington Gardens, one pair in 
CBC plot. Regent’s Park, eight pairs bred (seven in 1993), maximum count of 12 
on Sept 30th. Also seen at other suitable sites. 

Blackheath, ten on July 15th. Foots Cray Meadows, 25 on June 15th. 

Arbrook Common, one territory in CBC plot (same as 1993). Barwell Court Farm, 
three territories in CBC plot (five in 1993). Dulwich Park, 13 on Aug 8th. Epsom, 
11 on July 31st, 12 on Jan 3rd. Holmethorpe SP, three territories. Horton CP, 20 
on Jan 16th and 14 on Mar 20th. 


Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 


Status: scarce migrant, winter visitor and breeding species, subject to periodic 
colonisation. 


1994 was the first year in which this species was not recorded since it first 
colonised the London Area in 1975. Although only a handful of birds were involved, 
the population increased to a peak in 1981 when eleven singing males were located 
(including three males belonging to definite breeding pairs). After the severe 
winter of 1981-82 the breeding population fell dramatically and no birds were 
recorded during the breeding season from 1983 to 1988 inclusive (although there 
were several winter and passage records). Three singing males were present during 
the 1990 and 1991 (when a pair was definitely present) breeding seasons, and in 
1992 there were three or four singing males, including two or three which belonged 
to probable breeding pairs. However, neither of the two records in 1993 were 
during the breeding season. 


The Cetti’s Warbler is essentially a Mediterranean species which expanded its 
range northwards from the 1920s onwards, reaching Britain in 1971. The breeding 
population peaked in 1984 (316 singing males). Originally, birds were concentrated 
in southeast Britain, mainly Kent, but by 1984 the centre of population had shifted 
to the southwest, where the milder climate helps them to survive harsh winters. 
Although a succession of mild winters may enable this species to renew its attempts 
to recolonise our Area, cold winters are likely to prevent it from becoming 
established as a regular breeding species. 


Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 


Status: scarce passage migrant and breeding summer visitor mainly in the north 
and east of the Area. 


This species has been noticeably scarce in recent years; this was the third poor 
year in succession after three good years. Many of the singing males in spring 
were undoubtedly short-staying passage migrants and its is unlikely that more 
than a handful stayed to breed. The first bird of the year was at Rye Meads on Apr 
22nd and the last was also there, on July 31st. All records are given. 
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Berwick Ponds, one singing male in late May and early June. Nazeing, one singing 
male in June. Rainham Marsh, two singing males during the breeding season. 
Sewardstone, one singing male on May 19th. Walthamstow Marsh, one singing 
male from Apr 23rd to Apr 26th. 

Amwell GP, one pair bred. Borehamwood, two singing males on Apr 24th. 
Cheshunt GP, one on June 4th. Elstree, one on Apr 27th. Rye House Marsh, at 
least two singing males on Apr 23rd. Rye Meads, at least four singing males 
during the breeding season and at least two broods raised. 

Brent Res, one singing male on Apr 23rd. Enfield Lock, one singing male on May 
2nd. Hounslow Heath, up to three singing males between Apr 24th and May 8th 
- see photograph opposite page 97. Stanmore CP, one singing male between Apr 
27th and May 2nd. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one singing male between Apr 27th 
and Apr 29th. 

Littlebrook Lake, one singing male on Apr 27th. 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 24th was the first at that site since 1982. 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Status: common and widespread migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


Most observer comments spoke of increases in breeding populations. For example, 
49 singing males were recorded at Rye Meads, compared to 44 in 1993, and at 
least 50 singing males were recorded at Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley. 
compared to 40 in 1993. However, the numbers of singing males at Amwell GP 
decreased from 38 in 1993 to 34 this year. The first bird of the year was at Rye 
Meads on the early date of Apr 2nd, but most birds arrived after Apr 22nd. The 
last was at Barn Elms Res on Oct 12th. The species is undoubtedly under-recorded 
but localities with ten or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses) and 
Inner London records are given. 


Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley (50+). Rainham Marsh (80). Walthamstow 
Marsh (32). 


Amwell GP (34). Rye Meads (49). 

Tottenham Marsh (14). Inner London: Regent’s Canal, Islington, one on June 
18th. Regent’s Park, singles on May 4th and May 9th. 

Wraysbury GP (25). 

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 


Status: rare summer visitor and passage migrant, more regular in recent years. 


1994 was the second exceptional year for this species in succession, reaffirming 
hopes that this rare British breeding species might colonise the London Area. As 
in 1993, there were three spring records and all three birds arrived between May 
22nd and June 4th, a typical time for this late summer migrant, and one bird 
stayed for four weeks. The Herts bird was well watched and trapped and ringed 
on the second day of its stay. All records are given. 


Broxbourne GP, one singing male from May 30th to June 5th (SCr ef al). 

Friern Barnet, one singing male on June 4th (ACy). 

Beddington SF, one singing male from May 22nd to June 19th (photographed) 
(BBR et al). 
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Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


The breeding population increased steadily from 1988 to 1992, but signs of the 
population stabilising in 1993 seem to have been confirmed this year. Comments 
received on status included: Beddington SF: ‘19 territories compared to 11 in 
1993.’ (DAC), Belhus Woods CP: ‘Stable.’, Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley: 
‘Stable.’ (MKD), Molesey GP: “Only one at former large colony.’ (SJS), Rainham 
Marsh: ‘Stable.’ and West Thurrock: “Numbers declining due to habitat loss.’ 
(MKD). This species 1s penetrates further into built-up London than Sedge Warbler 
although there were no definite breeding records for Inner London this year. 


The first birds of the year were at several sites on Apr 23rd. The last bird of the 
year was at Beddington SF on Oct 24th. Localities with ten or more pairs or 
singing males (totals in parentheses) and all Inner London records are given. 


Beckton (20+). Belhus Woods CP (12+). Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley (110). 
Corbets Tey (12). Dagenham Chase (16). Essex Filter Beds (14). Fishers Green 
(14). Rainham Marsh (200). West Thurrock (25-30). 

Amwell GP (30). Rye Meads (42). 

Bedfont Lakes/GP (20). Middlesex Filter Beds (26). Inner London: Camley Street 
Natural Park, one singing male from May 22nd to June 6th did not have a mate. 
Regent’s Park, singles on May 15th, May 28th and June 21st. 

Tilehouse GP (14+). Wraysbury GP (25). 

Swanscombe Marsh (13). 

Beddington SF (19). Lonsdale Road Res (13). Inner London: Surrey Docks, two 
singing males on July 12th. 


Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 
Status: rare but annual passage migrant and winter visitor, formerly bred. 


Seven different birds in six localities represents the best year for this species 
since 1938 when eight pairs bred on Walton Heath near Reigate. These records 
no doubt reflect the rapidly increasing British population which quadrupled 
between 1984 and 1994, probably as a result of mild winters and better heathland 
management. 


Records concerned a bird at the beginning of the year which had been present 
since November 1993, a splendid singing male in spring, a one-day bird in mid- 
October, and three records of birds which appeared from mid-October to the 
beginning of November and stayed until year-end. It appears from these and 
previous records that mid-October to mid-November is a particularly good time 
to look for this species in the London Area. An additional aid to the potential 
discovery of one of these delightful birds may be the presence of Stonechats in a 
suitable looking area, since, as in a number of previous cases, the wintering bird 
at Richmond Park was usually seen in the company of this species as were those 
at Bushy Park. 


This year’s five new records (including one of two birds together) brings the total 
number of records of this species in the London Area since 1939 to 20 or 21 and 
it has been recorded every year since 1987. 
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Fairlop, one on Oct 20th (AAB). 

Bushy Park, one from Nov Ist to Nov 12th and two from Nov 13th to the end of 
the year (MBe et al). Hampstead Heath, one singing male on May Ist (PWD, 
MAH et al). Rammey Marsh, one from Oct 23rd to the end of the year (SC7r). 
Beddington SF, one female/immature, present since Nov 7th 1993, remained until 
Jan 16th (BBR et al). Richmond Park, one female from Oct 14th to the end of the 
year (MBe et al). 


Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 


Status: very rare vagrant. 


Walthamstow Marsh, one singing male on May 15th (DM/ et al). 





1274 


This year’s record is only the second for the London Area after the first at Darrick 
Wood, Orpington, on May 9th 1976. It involved a superb singing male and was a 
fine reward for the finder who scours his local patch on a regular basis. News of 
the bird was released immediately and despite only being present for one day was 
seen by several hundred visitors. An amazing 26 Subalpine Warblers were reported 
in Britain during May 1994 but this was the only one to occur inland! Accepted 
by the British Birds Rarities Committee. 


Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 
Status: widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


Reports indicate that the breeding population is stable. The first bird of the year 
was at Bushy Park on the early date of Apr 4th but most birds arrived after Apr 
21st. There were some good records concerning autumn passage and these included 
ten trapped at Wraysbury GP on Aug 13th, 11 trapped at the same site on Aug 
27th, 15 at Dartford Marsh on Sept 14th and Hampstead Heath where up to five 
birds were recorded on 24 dates between Aug 13th and Oct 4th. The last bird of 
the year was at South Norwood CP on Oct 29th, but most had departed by Oct 
4th. Inner London records are given where the species must be under-recorded. 
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Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 23rd, 24th, from 26th to May 2nd, 
July 10th, from Aug 15th to Sept 5th, and three on Sept 6th. 


Whitethroat Sylvia communis 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


In Essex, the breeding population, after increasing substantially in recent years, 
seems to have reached a plateau, whilst in Middlesex and Surrey numbers still 
appear to be increasing. Observer comments received included: Beddington SF: 
‘48 territories, compared to 20 in 1993’ (DAC), Hounslow Heath: ‘Noticeable 
increase’ (KLP) and Wimbledon Common: ‘13 territories, compared to six in 
1993’ (RHK). However, ‘Lower numbers than usual’ were recorded in Weald 
Park (JCe). 


The first bird recorded was on Apr 17th at Coppetts Wood with reports coming 
from a further two localities before the main spring influx after Apr 20th. In 
autumn, one or two passage birds were recorded on many dates between Aug 
11th and Sept 29th at Hampstead Heath, and 23 were at Walthamstow Marsh on 
Aug 23rd. The last migrant of the year was at Horton CP on Oct 9th. Localities 
with ten or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses) and Inner London 
records are given. 


Belhus Woods CP (12). Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley (40). Cranham Marsh 
(10-15). Dagenham Chase (11). Dagnam Park (12). Hainault Forest (14). 
Hornchurch CP (50+). Rainham Marsh (65). Sewardstone (10). Toot Hill (10). 
Walthamstow Marsh (17). 

Rye Meads (10). 

Hounslow Heath (30). Lower Feltham (20). Yeading Brook Meadows (10). /nner 
London: North Kensington, one on June 10th. Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 
30th, May 9th, Aug 16th and Sept 10th. 

Beddington SF (48). Bookham Common (10-12). Mitcham Common (20). 
Wimbledon Common (13). Jnner London: Hays Wharf, one on Sept 16th. South 
Bermondsey BR Station, one on Sept 9th. Surrey Docks, three singing males on 
May 3rd. 


Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 
Status: widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


The only observer comment came from Wimbledon Common where ‘eight 
territories were recorded, compared with 12 in 1993’ (RHK). Otherwise there is 
little data on the breeding status of this species and observations from sites which 
have been watched regularly over recent years would be most welcome. The largest 
known breeding populations were at Rye Meads (18 singing males) and Hainault 
Forest (14 pairs). 


The first bird of the year was at Hilfield Park on Apr 16th, but most birds arrived 
after Apr 21st. In autumn, one or two, and on one day (Aug 27th), five, passage 
birds were recorded on Hampstead Heath between Aug 12th and Sept 8th, whilst 
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an excellent total of 31 were trapped at Wraysbury GP on Aug 14th. The last bird 
of the year was at Rainham Marsh on Oct 5th. Inner London records are given. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 23rd, from Apr 30th to May 11th, 
Aug 12th, and 24th. 
Inner London: Surrey Docks, one on May 3rd. 


Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 


Status: very common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor, increasingly 
widespread in winter. 


The breeding population continues to expand exemplified by the increased number 
of territories reported from Berwick Ponds, Hainault Forest (where the highest 
number ever were recorded - 74), Hampstead Heath and Thorndon Park. With so 
many wintering birds present at the beginning and the end of the year it is 
impossible to identify the first and last migrants, but in spring the first multiple 
arrivals were in early April. 


A tabular summary of winter records with comparative totals for 1993 and 1992, 
and Inner London records are given. 


E H M IL B K S 1994 1993 1992 
January & February 
Individuals 10 6 18 2 3 8 35 82 29 36 
Localities 8 6 13 1 2 6 23 59 25 26 
November & December 
Individuals 3 6 1 2 0 0 8 26 75 42 
Localities 3 - 7 1 0 0 6 21 50 30 





During the 1993-94 winter Blackcaps seemed to be everywhere in Middlesex and 
Surrey, and there were additional birds in the other counties, a phenomenon 
matched by Chiffchaffs. Although there may be some overlap, up to 82 individuals 
were present at the beginning of 1994, 55 more than the mean count (27) for the 
last decade, and the highest numbers since these figures were first compiled in 
1981. In contrast, only a maximum of 25 individuals were present at the end of 
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1994. Whilst the majority of these birds were widely scattered individuals there 
were four at Redhill Common and Worcester Park at the beginning of the year, 
and three in the Castle Grounds, Hertford, at the end of the year. 


Inner London: Holland Park, two were present at the beginning of the year and 
three pairs bred. Hyde Park, one pair bred. Kensington Gardens, one pair bred. 
Regent’s Park, three pairs bred, eight on Sept 14th and two on Nov 6th. 

Inner London: Surrey Docks, one singing male on May 3rd. 


Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 
Status: very rare autumn migrant. 


Dagnam Park, one on Oct 9th (CRJ, DSz). 
Brent Res, one from Sept 18th to 20th (ASMS ef a/). Kenton, one, in a garden in 
Kenmore Avenue on Oct 11th (GSE, PAW). 


Three records represent the best year ever for this species - the 9th to 11th records 
for the Area. No fewer than seven of these have been since 1990 which shows the 
increasing trend very clearly. 


Over 150 individuals were reported in Britain in September 1994, all of which 
arrived from the 15th onwards. One of the main influxes occurred on Sept 18th, 
the day that one of this year’s three records occurred at Brent Res. In October an 
amazing total of at least 260 were reported across Britain, mostly at the beginning 
of the month, and this influx also coincided nicely with the two other records for 
our Area, at Dagnam Park and in a garden at Kenton. Clearly, news of a fail on 
the east coast or in the northern isles, should tempt observers out to their local 
patches in the hope of tracking down one of these eastern gems. This is a rare 
species that could turn up anywhere. All records are given. 


Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 


Status: scarce passage migrant mainly in spring, and irregular breeding summer 
visitor. 


Although 23 singing males were reported during the spring and early summer, 
only one successful breeding pair was located. The first bird of the year was at 
Regent’s Park on Apr 25th and most other spring records were clustered in the 
last week of April - nine birds were recorded on Apr 29th and 30th alone. Autumn 
passage was better than usual with Regent’s Park especially, recording an 
extraordinary series between Aug 13th and Sept 16th. The last bird of the year 
was at Regent’s Park on Sept 16th. All records are given. 


Connaught Water, one singing male on Apr 26th. Dagenham Chase, one from 
Aug 12th to 20th. Dagnam Park, two on May 6th, one on May 8th and two on Aug 
6th. Hainault Forest, one singing male on Apr 30th and singles on Aug 22nd, 
26th, 31st, and Sept 10th. 

Northaw Great Wood, one singing male on May 7th. 

Alexandra Park, one singing male on May 29th. Copse Wood, one on Apr 30th. 
Hampstead Heath, singing male on Apr 29th and a calling bird on May 12th, and 
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singles on Aug 2nd and Aug 13th. Hounslow Heath, one on Apr 28th. Queen 
Mary GP, one on Sept 3rd. Tottenham Cemetery, two singing males on Apr 29th 
and one on Aug 20th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 25th, Apr 
26th, Aug 14th, Aug 15th and Sept 13th, four on Sept 14th and one on Sept 16th 
(ARD). 

Wraysbury GP, one trapped on Apr 30th. 

Chipstead Lake, one on July 24th. Hawkwood, one singing male on Apr 30th. 
Arbrook Common, one singing male on May 16th. Bookham Common, one singing 
male on Apr 29th. Dulwich Woods, one on Aug 3rd. Fairmile Common, four 
singing males on Apr 29th. Limpsfield Chart, one singing male on June 19th. 
West End Common, one singing male on Apr 29th and May 7th, two singing 
males on May 12th, one singing male on May 23rd, five juveniles recorded on 
June Ist, one singing male on June 19th and 20th. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 


Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor; 
increasingly widespread in winter. 


Those observer’s comments received suggest the breeding population is rising, 
especially in Essex where ‘increases’ were reported from Berwick Ponds, Dagnam 
Park, Hainault Forest (where the highest number ever recorded were present this 
summer - 31 territories) and Havering. In addition, the number of singing males 
on Hampstead Heath rose from ten in 1993 to at least 15 this year. 


With so many wintering birds present throughout the Area at the beginning and 
the end of the year it is difficult to identify with certainty the first and last migrants, 
but the first new arrivals in spring may well have been the three at Barn Elms Res 
and the three at Thamesmead on Mar Ist. In autumn, passage peaked during two 
periods; firstly, at the end of August and beginning of September, when there 
were at least 20 in Hainault Forest on Aug 22nd, 17 (trapped) at Wraysbury GP 
on Aug 27th, at least 30 in Regent’s Park on Sept 2nd, and 20 again in Hainault 
Forest on Sept 3rd, and secondly, from mid-September to early October, when 
there were 25 in Hainault Forest on Sept 18th, 20 at the same site on Sept 24th, 
25 at Amwell GP on Sept 25th, 20 at Kempton Park Res and Rye Meads on Oct 
Ist, and 20 again at Kempton Park on Oct 8th. 


A summary of winter records with comparative totals for 1993 and 1992, and 
Inner London records are given. 


E H M IGE B K S 1994 1993 1992 
January & February 
Individuals 14 9 29 2 10 5 12 81 47 37 
Localities 8 3 ll 2 5 5 10 44 31 21 
November & December 
Individuals 24 21 33 l 5 13 1] 108 69 62 
Localities 9 9 21 l 3 5 4 52 39 33 


During the second half of the 1993-94 winter there were more Chiffchaffs in the 
London Area than ever before (a phenomenon shared with Blackcap). Although 
there may be some overlap, up to 81 individuals were present at the beginning of 
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1994, 48 more than the mean count (33) for the last decade, and the highest 
numbers since these figures were first compiled in 1981. At the end of the year 
there were even more birds and the maximum total of 108 was 62 above the mean 
count (46) for the last decade! Although most of these birds involved widely 
scattered individuals, at the beginning of the year there were seven at Rye Meads 
and an amazing 14 at Bedfont Lakes/GP! At the end of the year the biggest 
concentrations were five at Cheshunt GP, six at Fishers Green, and seven at both 
Essex Filter Beds and Ruxley GP. 


Birds showing characteristics of one of the northern/eastern races, perhaps tristis, 
were reported from Beddington SF (trapped on Nov 29th), Bedfont Lakes/GP 
where there were one or two on Jan 21st at least (JH?t), Essex Filter Beds where 
one was present throughout December (GJ), and Rammey Marsh where one was 
present on Nov 2nd (AMn, SCr). Birds resembling the Scandinavian abietinus 
race were reported from Beddington SF where there were two in early December, 
and Holmethorpe SP where one was present from Jan Ist to Mar 6th (GWJH). 


M_ Inner London: Chelsea Harbour, one on Jan 22nd. Holland Park, one pair bred. 
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Hyde Park, singles observed between Apr 4th and Aug 27th but no evidence of 
breeding. Regent’s Park, one on Jan 19th, spring passage from Mar 21st to Apr 
24th; autumn passage from July 30th to Nov 8th with peaks of 30+ on Sept 2nd 
and 20 on Sept 14th, one on Dec 6th, two on Dec 9th and one on Dec 22nd. 


Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


The breeding population seems to be stable after two years of serious decline, 
allied to the population crash throughout Britain between 1990 and 1993. The 
mixed bag of observers’ comments included ‘Low numbers’ at Whyteleafe (BJT), 
‘No breeding records at previously occupied sites’ at Langley Park and Tilehouse 
GP (DR7), ‘Five territories, compared with none in 1993’ at Barwell Court Farm 
(GDC), ‘Two territories, compared to none in 1993’ at Park Farm, Chessington 
(TSC), and ‘21 territories, compared to 16 in 1993’ at Wimbledon Common (RHK). 


The first bird of the year was at Hounslow Heath on Mar 23rd, but most birds 
arrived after Mar 29th. In autumn there was a big fall of 100-200 birds at 
Hampstead Heath on Aug 13th, followed two days later by 20 in nearby Regent’s 
Park on Aug 15th. Smaller numbers appeared a week later with at least 35 at 
Hainault Forest on Aug 22nd and 15 at Walthamstow Marsh on Aug 23rd. The 
last bird of the year was at Beddington SF on Oct 9th. 


Localities with twenty or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses), and 
Inner London records are given. 


Fishers Green (27). Hainault Forest (58). Havering (25). Hornchurch CP (30). 
Thorndon Park (56). Weald Park (24). 

Kempton Park Res (20). Inner London: Camley Street Natural Park, one on Sept 
5th. Greville Place, NW3, singles on Apr 11th and Aug 7th. Holland Park, one on 
Apr 3rd and two on Apr 23rd. Hyde Park, singles on Apr 4th and May 15th. 
Regent’s Park, five on Mar 30th were the first of a spring passage which lasted 
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until Apr 23rd; peak autumn counts were 20 on Aug 15th, 30+ on Sept Ist and 
70+ on Sept 2nd. St James’s Park, one on Apr 21st. 

Wraysbury GP (30). 

Wimbledon Common (21). Inner London: Surrey Docks, two on May 3rd. 


Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
Status: breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


After last year’s massive increase to 105 reported breeding pairs/territories there 
was a sharp decline this year to 76, although this is still much higher than 51 in 
1992. However, this is generally a poorly recorded species and most sites with 
consistent annual coverage reported little change in breeding status. The Herts 
sector was very poorly reported this year with breeding records coming from one 
site only compared with 12 in 1993. With no hard weather to speak of, the usual 
small numbers were present in both winter periods and there was also a typical 
influx of late autumn migrants in October and November. Breeding season records 
(number of pairs or territories in parentheses), parties of more than twenty and a 
summary of Inner London records are given below. Please continue to contribute 
all records from the breeding season. 


Chingford (1). Dagnam Park (2). Hainault Forest (1-2); monthly maxima of 20 in 
January, 75 in October and 45 in November. Havering CP (4). More’s Wood (1). 
Roding Valley NR (1). Sewardstone area (4). 

Hilfield Park Res (6). 

Alexandra Park (2). Bushy Park (1). Hampstead Heath (10). Kempton Park Res, 
30 on Jan 8th and 20 on Oct 8th. Waterlow Park (2). Windsor Open Space (2-3). 
Inner London: Holland Park, influx of 20+ on Nov Ist, 13 of which were trapped 
and ringed; on Nov 20th one was controlled which had been ringed on Oct 20th 
1993 at Sandwich Bay. Regent’s Park, 20 on Oct 3rd with ten remaining to year 
end. 

Black Park (5+). 

Beckenham Place Park (1). Crystal Palace Park (4). Forest Hill (3-4). Mayow 
Park (1-2). Orpington (2). 

Arbrook Common CBC (1). Barwell Court Farm CBC (1). Dulwich area (9). 
Holmethorpe SP (2). Lonsdale Road Res (1). Nower Wood CBC (2). Oxted (1). 
Peckham Rye Park (1). Sanderstead (2). South Norwood CP (1). 


1993 Additional Records 
Chalfont Lodge (1). Fulmer Common Road (1). Slade Oak Lane, Higher Denham 
(1). Upton Farm (1). 


Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 
Status: scarce passage migrant and winter visitor, rare breeder. 


Dagenham Chase, one singing male on Apr 9th (MLr). Dagnam Park, one from 
1993 remained until Jan 10th, a singing male on Mar 27th and a female on Oct 
22nd (CRJ). Fishers Green, one on Dec 4th and 28th (PCA, EEM, IK). Havering 
CP, two singing males in June one of which was probably paired with a female 
Goldcrest (MKD). Waltham Abbey, one in the general area from Dec 4th to year 
end (JF). 
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Amwell GP, one on Sept 28th (TJH). Panshanger Park, one on Oct 30th (TWG). 
Rye House Marsh, one on Nov 10th (DLg, BW). 

Brent Res, one on Nov 26th (MDn). Hampstead Heath, one on Mar 8th (PWD), a 
singing male on Apr 27th and 30th (MAH, WEO) and one on Oct 20th (PWD). 
Stanmore CP, one on Feb 13th (DBm). Trent Park, a singing male on May 3rd 
(RMC). Inner London: Holland Park, one trapped and ringed on Mar 26th (GG). 
Black Park, one on Apr 19th (CJB). 

Darenth WCB, one on Sept 25th (BEW). 

Crystal Palace Park, one on Oct 2nd and Nov 6th (PBr). Dulwich Woods, two on 
Feb 16th and one on Mar 3rd (PBr). Carshalton Beeches, one in observer’s garden 
on Feb 13th (AJF). Court Lane, Dulwich, one on Jan 14th (PBr). Limpsfield 
Chart, one on Mar 27th (PJO). Lonsdale Road Res, one on Apr 9th (MRH). Jnner 
London: Surrey Docks, one on Nov 16th (DMe). 


The record from Havering CP of one. possibly paired with a female Goldcrest is 
intriguing and it is a shame that this could not be confirmed. There were no other 
records indicative of breeding; all other sightings consisting of a reasonable 
showing of spring and autumn migrants and wintering individuals. An 
unexceptional year for this species. 


1993 Additional Records 
Pear Wood, one on Apr 16th. Stanmore Common, two singing males on May 3rd 
(DBm). 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
Status: common but declining breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The table below summarises the number of pairs reported in each county in 1994 
compared with each year from 1988 to 1993. There was a large decline in 1994 
and although some of this can be accounted for by inconsistent coverage, especially 
in Herts, there were declines of 35% and 25% respectively in the well monitored 
Essex and Middx sectors. Therefore it does seem that there has been another real 
decline. Many individual observers also commented on a decline or complete 
absence during the summer months. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Totals 


1988 61 19 18 - - 11 15 124 
1989 47 17 34 8 - 11 15 132 
1990 23 10 20 3 - 5 7 68 
199] 37) 7 20 nt 8 6 78 
1992 43 7 31 2) - 7 6 96 
1993 32 14 16 1 3 ] 12 79 
1994 21 3 12 ] 6 5 8 56 


The largest number of territories reported was once again from Hainault Forest 
with eight to ten where a steady decline has been noted (11 in 1993, 12 in 1992 
and 14 in 1991). The first migrant of the year was at South Norwood CP on Apr 
30th but the general arrival across the Area occurred between May 7th and 16th. 
In autumn, notable counts of migrants came from Hampstead Heath with 30 on 
Sept 3rd, 15-18 in Dagnam Park on Aug 22nd and 15 at Hainault Forest on Sept 
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10th. Most sites had their last record in the final week of September but there 
was an isolated late record of one at Brickendonbury (H) on Oct 7th. Inner London 
records are summarised below. 


Inner London: Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens, one pair bred but the nest was 
robbed (this compares to seven or eight breeding pairs in the 1967-71 census): 
seven on Aug 18th. Meanwhile Wildlife Gardens, Kensal Road W10, one on 
May 20th. Regent’s Park, singles on May 19th, June Ist, June 21st and in autumn: 
two on Aug 15th, recorded until Sept 27th with a maximum of five on Aug 24th. 
Inner London: Archbishop’s Park, one on June 27th. 


Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers, sometimes very scarce. 


After the desperate showing in 1993, there was a distinct improvement this year 
with 37 records which is close to the average of 42 records per year for the ten 
year period to 1993. Four of the 37 records were in spring on typical April dates 
with the first on Apr 9th at Harts Wood (E) and there was a typical autumn passage 
spread from Aug 4th to Sept 25th with a distinct peak in the second half of August. 
All records are given. 





E Dagenham Chase, one on Aug 20th and 21st joined by a second on Aug 22nd 


(KB, AAB, LHn). Dagnam Park, singles on Aug 4th, 11th and 12th, 19th, 27th, 
28th and Sept 11th (CRJ et a/). Essex Filter Beds, one on Aug 7th (GJ). Hainault 
Forest, one on Aug 29th (MKD) and two on Sept 10th (MKD, SRP). Harts Wood, 
a male on Apr 9th (JTS). Havering CP, one on Aug 27th (MKD). Upminster, one 
on Aug 23rd (DC). Walthamstow Marsh, singles on Aug 27th and 29th (DM/). 
Woodford GC, one on Aug 22nd (KM). 

Alexandra Park, one on Sept 15th (GN). Bushy Park, one on Aug 21st (DHy). 
Crouch End Recreation Ground, one on Aug 22nd (JG/). Hampstead Heath, singles 
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on Aug 9th (MAH), 13th (PWD, MAH), 16th (MAH) and Sept 11th (PWD). 
Hounslow Heath, a male on Apr 20th (JH?#). Tottenham Cemetery, two on Aug 
13th and one on Aug 23rd (PL). Trent Park, one on Sept 10th (RJW). Wormwood 
Scrubs, one on Aug 26th (DLo) and on Aug 31st (SEB, DLo). Staines Moor, one 
on Sept 25th (DJMs). Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Aug 29th, two on 
Sept 2nd, one on Sept 6th and one on Sept 18th (ARD). 

Maryon Wilson Park, Charlton, a pair on Apr 23rd (DMe). 

Dulwich Park, one on Aug 25th (PBr). Peckham Rye Park, one on Aug 29th 
(PBr). Wimbledon Park, one male on Apr 23rd (MD/). 


1992 Additional Records 
Dulwich Park, one on Sept 12th and 13th. Dulwich Woods, one male on Apr 12th 
(PBr). 


Bearded Tit ; Panurus biarmicus 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor, very rare breeder. 


One pair were present at an Essex site in summer, renewing hopes that this species 
will colonise the London Area. Otherwise, a typical set of records and perhaps 
we can now add South Norwood CP to the list of ‘regular’ sites for a species 
which does seem to show extreme side fidelity. 


Locality withheld, a pair in June probably bred. Dagenham Chase, two on Oct 


14th (ML7) and four on 28th (KB). Rainham Marsh, two on Oct 28th and three on 
Nov 19th (MKD, WV). 

South Norwood CP, the five remaining from 1993 were last seen together on Jan 
11th but two stayed until Mar 9th (JBd, JBi, DJD et al); one from Nov 16th to 
year end (JBd, DJD). 


Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 
Status: common and widespread resident. 


Larger counts and a summary of Inner London records are given below. More 
counts and breeding records of this common species would be appreciated. 


Dagnam Park, seven or eight pairs bred. Fishers Green, 150 on Nov 5th. Hainault 
Forest, 35 pairs bred; 45 on Nov 19th and 70 on Nov 26th. Hall Marsh, 40 on Oct 
29th. Waltham Abbey, 40 on Dec Ist. Walthamstow Res, 20 on Nov 13th was an 
unusually large count for the site. 

Balls Wood, 30 on Mar 15th. Rye Meads, six pairs bred; 30 on Nov 19th. 
Alexandra Park, 13 pairs bred. Kempton Park Res, 40 on Nov 19th. Stanmore 
Common, 45 on July 21st. The Causeway NR, 35 on May 30th. Inner London: 
Holland Park, three pairs thought to have bred. Hyde Park, one pair bred. Regent’s 
Park, four pairs bred; up to 35 counted in the autumn. St James’s Park, a family 
party on May 20th. 

Wraysbury GP, 50 on May 28th. 

Chislehurst, 41 in observer’s garden on June 25th. 

Beddington SF, 35 on Aug 8th. Bookham Common, eight pairs bred. Surbiton, 40 
on July 27th. 
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Marsh Tit Parus palustris 


Status: localised breeding resident 
The minimum number of breeding pairs reported in each county was as follows: 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
10-12 6 - ] - 3 26 


A very disappointing total of only 26 territories were reported compared to the 59 
in 1993. However the 1993 total was the largest number reported for many, many 
years and the 1994 coverage was nothing like as good. It seems likely that around 
60 pairs is a good estimate of the actual number of this woodland species present 
in the Area. Records came from only 26 sites. The situation in Middx is clearly 
very bad indeed with only one record during the whole year, let alone any breeding 
records. The highest count was 10-12 pairs at Hainault Forest (12-14 in 1993). It 
would be most helpful if observers could contribute all records of this and the 
next species on a consistent basis. 


Willow Tit Parus montanus 
Status: scarce and declining breeding resident. 


The situation regarding this species in the London Area goes from very poor to 
absolutely desperate. Records came from only 17 sites and few of these involved 
birds in the breeding season. The histogram published in last year’s LBR showed 
the number of sites reporting the species in the breeding season in 1970, 1980 
and every year since 1986. If this is updated with the 1994 records the further 
decline is very obvious. The decline over the past 25 years is even more serious 
when the increase in observer coverage over this period is taken into account. 
Once again we would make a plea for all records to be submitted and we would 
be very interested to receive all comments on local status changes for this species, 
even from sites where it has been extinct for.some time. All records are given. 


Dagnam Park, one from June 18th to year end. Fishers Green, two on Dec 29th. 
Havering CP, two on Oct 26th. Mores Wood, one pair in June probably bred. 
Waltham Abbey Wood, one on May Ist. 

Amwell GP, one on Jan 29th. Hertford Heath, one on Apr 10th. Hilfield Park Res, 
one on Apr 6th. Panshanger Park, two on Jan 30th and Feb 1 lth, one on Feb 12th, 
Mar 11th and Mar 19th. Pond Wood, one on Aug 17th. Rye Meads, singles on 
Mar 6th and 26th, Apr 23rd and Oct 9th. 

Stanmore Common, a singing male on May 2nd. Stanmore CP, a singing male in 
June. 

Chipstead Lake, one on July 18th. Sevenoaks Reserve, one on July 24th. 
Headley Heath, two on Apr 20th. Limpsfield Chart, singles in January and February 
and two records in November. 


1993 Additional Records 
Coppetts Wood, one on Apr 18th. Stanmore CP, one singing male in breeding 
season. 
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Coal Tit Parus ater 
Status: common breeding resident. 


As usual, few records were received of this widespread resident breeding species. 
Once again, Hainault Forest and Hampstead Heath reported the largest number 
of breeding pairs with about 25 at each site. An indication of increase came also 
from Hampstead Heath where the Kenwood breeding survey revealed 17 territories 
compared to 13 in the same survey in 1990. There was also a good count of 17 
territories from Wimbledon Common. Outside of the breeding season, indication 
that this species does move in autumn came from Hainault Forest where there 
appeared to be a considerable influx on Sept 18th and from Thamesmead where 
one on Oct 21st was the first record for the site and coincided with an influx of 
Goldcrests. Inner London records are given below. 


Inner London: Holland Park, two pairs bred. Hyde Park, one pair bred. Kensington 
Gardens, four territories in CBC plot. Regent’s Park, bred as usual. St James’s 
Park, two on June Ist. 


Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


A widespread, common breeding species which is very under-recorded. Breeding 
records from consistently monitored sites showed a variable pattern and it is 
unlikely that any real change of status occurred from 1993. Some selected breeding 
records are given. 


Essex Filter Beds, “breeding population increasing’. Hainault Forest, c100 pairs 
bred (increase from 80 in 1993). More’s Wood CBC plot, 13 pairs bred (same as 
1993). Rainham Marsh, 12 pairs bred (15 in 1993). Toot Hill, 21 territories (19 in 
1993). Weald Park, 15 territories. 

Haberdashers’ Girls School, 27 pairs bred in nestboxes. Hilfield Park Res, 13 
pairs bred in nestboxes. Rye Meads, 11 pairs bred (17 in 1993). 

Hampstead Heath, 65 territories in Kenwood only (compared to 69 in same survey 
in 1990); estimated 150 territories for whole site. Inner London: Hyde Park, 19 
territories in CBC plot. Kensington Gardens, 16 territories in CBC plot. Regent’s 
Park, many pairs bred. St James’s Park, at least three pairs bred. 

Arbrook Common, 20 territories in CBC plot (23 in 1993). Barwell Court, 16 
territories in CBC plot (19 in 1993). Nower Wood, 41 territories on CBC plot (46 
in 1993). Park Farm, 24 territories in CBC plot (21 in 1993). 


Great Tit Parus major 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


As with the previous species, Great Tits are massively under-recorded. Some 
selected breeding records are given. 


Hainault Forest, c60 pairs bred (same as in 1993). More’s Wood CBC plot, seven 
pairs bred (eight in 1993). 

Haberdashers’ Girls School, ten pairs bred in nestboxes. Rye Meads, 23 pairs 
bred (19 in 1993). 
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Bedfont Lakes, eight territories. Bushy Park, 11 territories. Hampstead Heath, 
30 territories in Kenwood (26 in same survey in 1990). Inner London: Holland 
Park, bred. Hyde Park, seven territories in CBC plot. Kensington Gardens, ten 
territories in CBC plot. Regent’s Park, bred. St James’s Park, one pair bred in 
nestbox. 

Arbrook Common, 16 territories in CBC plot. Beddington SF, seven territories 
(five in 1993). Nower Wood, 18 territories in CBC plot (33 in 1993). Park Farm, 
13 territories in CBC plot (same as 1993). Inner London: Brunswick Park, present 
throughout year and probably bred. 


Nuthatch Sitta europaea 
Status: common breeding resident. 


The small declines reported in 1992 and 1993 seemed to continue this year although 
evidence is patchy. At Hainault Forest, eight pairs bred (steady after recent 
declines) and at Nower Wood only three territories were logged in the CBC plot 
compared to ten in 1993. However, the species seems to continue to increase at 
its London stronghold of Hampstead Heath where a minimum of 25-30 pairs 
were present. More breeding records would be welcomed. A selection of breeding 
counts and all Inner London records are given below. 


Dagnam Park, three pairs bred. Hainault Forest, eight pairs bred (stable after 
recent decline). Havering CP, three pairs bred. Wanstead Park, two or three pairs 
bred. Weald Park, two pairs bred. 

Panshanger Park, three pairs bred. 

Bushy Park, two nests found. Hampstead Heath, 25-30 territories. Queen’s Wood, 
Highgate, four or five pairs present in June. Inner London: Kensington Gardens, 
one territory in CBC plot. Regent’s Canal at Camden Town, two on July 17th. 
Regent’s Park, singles on Sept 3rd and Nov 25th. 

Bessels Green, two pairs bred. 

Arbrook Common, two territories in CBC plot. Nower Wood, three pairs in CBC 
plot. Wimbledon Common, four territories. 


Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 
Status: common breeding resident. 


The largest number of breeding territories was reported was c25 at Hampstead 
Heath, where the Kenwood breeding survey indicated a 45% increase since 1990 
with the only other double figure count coming from Hainault Forest (18). A 
selection of breeding counts and all Inner London records are given below. As 
with the previous species, more breeding records would be appreciated. 


Dagnam Park, four or five pairs bred. Hainault Forest, 18 breeding territories. 
Havering CP, five pairs bred. 

Panshanger Park, two breeding territories. Stocker’s Lake, two pairs bred. 
Bayhurst Wood, four breeding territories. Bushy Park, three pairs bred. Hampstead 
Heath, 16 territories in Kenwood breeding survey (11 in same survey in 1990); 
estimated 25 territories for the whole site. Inner London: Holland Park, single 
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birds seen in March and July. Kensington Gardens, one territory in CBC plot. 
Regent’s Park, one from Feb 9th to 18th. 

Arbrook Common, three territories in CBC plot. Holmethorpe SP, two pairs bred. 
Dulwich Woods, six breeding territories. Nower Wood, three territories in CBC 
plot. Wimbledon Common, three breeding territories. 


Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 
Status: rare passage migrant, mostly in May. 


Cheshunt GP, one flew north from Seventy Acres GP towards Fishers Green (E) 
on May 9th (TGn). 

Hampstead Heath, a singing male from dawn to 14.25 hrs at least on May 20th 
(MSd et al). 

Beddington SF, a female/immature on June 26th and 27th (SJB et al). 


There were four records in both 1993 and 1992 so this year was not quite so good; 
nonetheless there was another pleasing showing for this most attractive visitor. 
The Herts bird was early by London Area standards and assuming it was a spring 
migrant, the Beddington bird very late. More typical was the Hampstead Heath 
individual which was the second there in consecutive springs and hung around 
long enough to be enjoyed by several visiting twitchers. 


Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


Lambert Avenue, Richmond, one brought in dead by a cat on Mar 21st (JL et al) 
- see photograph opposite page 97. 


A quite extraordinary record, not surprisingly the first for the London Area of this 
rare eastern vagrant to our shores. Almost as surprising as the record itself was 
the date, as virtually all British records of this species have been in late autumn. 
It may be sensible to assume that it had been dead for sometime before the cat 
found it. The skin proved to be a good match for L.i. phoenicuroides, the most 
westerly of the three recognised races (P Colston in /itt). Accepted by the British 
Birds Rarities Committee. 


Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 
Status: rare migrant, mainly in autumn. 


Woodford GC, an adult male on July 7th (KM et al). 
Cheshunt GP, a juvenile around Bowyer’s GP from Sept 5th to 7th (PCA, EEM er 
al). 


A typical autumn juvenile in Herts was enjoyed by many visitors during its three 
day stay but much more unusual was the fine adult male at Woodford in July. 
Presumably the latter was a wandering summer bird trying to find a female. It 
was certainly hugely appreciated by the finder and the gathering of London 
birdwatchers who saw it in the evening of its one day stay. 
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Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor 
Status: rare passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Epping Upland, one on Oct 2nd (SPs). 


One brief record of this increasingly rare visitor. The last over-wintering bird was 
at South Norwood CP in 1991/92. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius 


Status: common breeding resident with numbers boosted by immigrants in autumn 
and winter. 


As has become usual in recent years, a small autumn influx was again apparent in 
late September/early October when observers from eight different sites commented 
upon unusual numbers and/or high-flying birds. Notable breeding counts and Inner 
London records are given. 


Hainault Forest, 14 pairs bred. 

Hampstead Heath, ten plus pairs bred. Jnner London: Aberdare Gardens, NW6, 
present all year. Holland Park, at least one pair bred. Hyde Park/Kensington 
Gardens, only one bird noted during CBC work, five on Sept 11th. Regent’s Park, 
five pairs bred. St James’s Park, one on Sept 23rd. 

Inner London: Kent House, Old Kent Road, one on Mar 31st. Lurline Gardens, 
SW11, three flew S on Jan Ist and two flew W and one flew SE on Oct 3rd. 


Magpie Pica pica 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


A very successful species in the Area which will occupy almost any area of suitable 
habitat, including small green spaces in heavily built up areas. It is well established 
in the central London Royal Parks and is beginning to establish itself outside of 
these areas in the centre of the city. High breeding counts, counts of fifty or more 
and Inner London breeding records are given below. 


Berwick Ponds, 65 on Dec 27th. Essex Filter Beds, 60 at roost in November and 
December. Hainault Forest, 30 pairs bred. 

Amwell GP, roost counts of 70 on Feb 11th and 55 on Feb 19th. 

Alexandra Park, at least ten pairs bred. Hampstead Heath, at least ten pairs bred; 
up to 60 birds at roost in both winter periods. Jnner London: Holland Park, at 
least three pairs bred. Hyde Park, four territories in CBC plot. Kensington Gardens, 
three territories in CBC plot. Regent’s Park, bred. Regent Square, E3, two pairs 
bred in the area. St James’s Park, bred. 

The highest count for the sector was 48 at Dartford Marsh on Jan 21st. 

Horton CP, 90 on Jan 16th. Jnner London: Bankside, bred. 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula 


Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant; much scarcer in urban 
areas. 


Evidence that this species migrates through the Area in good numbers in spring 
but especially in autumn was once again very clear and the counts seem to get 
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better and better as more observers keep an eye on the skies. In spring, a light 
passage was evident in March and early April (see Regent’s Park records for 
example). In autumn, many sites recorded birds on visible migration in October 
and November and several sites had their only records of the year at this time. 
Large visible counts included 14 E on Sept 27th, 34 W on Oct 24th and 16 W on 
Nov Ist all at Hampstead Heath, 20 over on Oct 10th and 21 over on Oct 13th at 
Alexandra Park and 20 NW on Nov 3rd at Court Lane, Dulwich. Smaller 
movements during the period Sept 26th to Nov 16th were noted from seven other 
sites. Please continue to submit all counts of visible migrants as these are being 
collated and may form the subject of a paper in the future. 


All breeding records, counts of 100 or more and all Inner London records are 
given below. 


Dagnam Park, seven pairs bred. Hainault Forest, 12 pairs bred. Havering CP, 
four or five pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, 100 on Jan 1st and during July. Romford, 


" one or two pairs bred. Weald Park, six plus pairs bred. 


Pond Wood, 100+ on May 18th. Stocker’s Lake, 118 on Nov 6th. 

Bedfont Lakes, 200 on Jan 2nd. Hampton Court Park, 300+ on July 3rd. Laleham, 
140 on Jan 9th. Queen Mary Res, 100 on Jan 29th. Inner London: Holland Park, 
one flew W on Oct 11th. Regent’s Park, a series of spring migrants between Mar 
8th and 24th included six on 3rd and five on 10th; in autumn one on Oct 10th, two 
on Nov 7th and one on 8th. 

Chalfont Park, three pairs bred. Horton GP, 1,000 on Jan 2nd and 2,500 on Jan 
9th. Langley Park, minimum of 18 pairs bred in a thriving colony. Mansfield 
Farm, Iver Heath, four pairs bred. Richings Park, breeds in the area. Wraysbury 
GP, 2,000 on Jan 2nd. 

Barwell Court CBC plot, two territories. Holmethorpe SP, 1,200 at roost on Nov 
12th. Horton CP, 500 on Aug 23rd. Hurst Green, 120 on Apr 2nd. Surbiton, roost 
flights included 260 on Sept 13th, 170 on Oct 11th and 360 on Dec 24th. Inner 
London: Lurline Gardens, SW11, one flew W on Apr 28th. 


Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Status: common breeding resident; much scarcer in urban areas. 


There was more evidence for the encouraging stabilisation and/or increase after a 
period of decline referred to in last year’s LBR. Most rookeries that have been 
consistently monitored are now showing a stabilisation or increase and a number 
of new ones were reported for the first time. It would be very helpful if observers 
who sent in nest counts this year could to continue to do so in the future for the 
same rookeries so that this trend can be monitored. 


The species remains a scarce spring and autumn migrant in the inner urban areas 
from where there were only a handful of records for the whole year. The highest 
counts for the year were 500 at Aveley Landfill in January and February. Breeding 
counts and an Inner London record are given below. 


Aveley Landfill, 35 nests (25 in 1993). Clay Tye Wood, North Ockendon, 30 nests 
(35 in 1993). Curtismill Green, 85 nests (83 in 1993). Epping High St, seven 
nests (5 in 1993). Harlow, 17 nests. Passingford Bridge, five nests. Theydon Bois, 
15 nests in a new rookery. 
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Borehamwood, five nests in a new rookery. Juniper Hill, Rickmansworth, seven 
plus nests. 

Queen Mary Res, three nests. Inner London: Regent’s Park, four on Oct 19th 
(ARD). 

Denham Place, 74 nests (82 in 1993). Long Coppice, 32 nests (37 in 1993). 
Richings Park, 31 nests (21 in 1993). 

Downe, 28 nests (8 in 1993). Lullingstone Park, 22 nests (25 in 1993). 
Godstone, 13 nests. Nutfield Ridge, 14 nests (c20 in 1993). Reigate Hill, 43 
nests. Tandridge, 43 nests. Titsey, 47 nests (20 in 1993). 


Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 
Counts of 150 or more and Inner London breeding records are given below: 


Rainham Marsh, up to 300 in January, 500 in February, 400 in March, 400 in 
April, 600 in June, 500 in July, 400 in October and 400 in November. Walthamstow 
Res, 250 on Jan 2nd. 

Brent Res, roost counts of 205 on Jan 13th, 330 on Feb 22nd and 300 on Novy Sth. 
Hampstead Heath, 810 at the Kenwood roost on Dec 21st. Hampton Court Park, 
250+ on July 3rd. Inner London: Holland Park, two pairs bred. Hyde Park, four 
territories in CBC plot. Kensington Gardens, three territories in CBC plot. Also 
bred in Regent’s Park and St James’s Park. 

Dartford Marsh, 151 on Mar 14th. 

Beddington SF, peak counts of 300 on Jan Ist, 250 on Mar 5th and 200 on Apr 
23rd. Holmethorpe SP, up to 800 in both winter periods. Mitcham Common, roost 
of 150-200 birds all year. Peckham Rye Park, 200+ on Jan 9th. 


Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
Status: very common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Despite suggestions of a declining population, the B7O Atlas of Breeding Birds 
for 1988-91 reveals no marked range contraction. Recently published BTO Common 
Bird Census indices do show a marked decline, although these annual censuses 
do not cover urban or suburban areas, where substantial proportions of the 
population breed. What little evidence is available does indicate a small progressive 
decline in the Area. All records of 1,000 or more, significant breeding counts, 
those of unusually plumaged birds, as well as Inner London records are given 


Corbets Tey, 1,000 on Dec 27th. Hainault Forest, 12 pairs bred; a decrease from 
15 pairs in 1993. Rainham Marsh, 3,000 on Jan 16th, 3,000 on Feb 26th, 4,000 
on Oct 15th and 3,000 on Oct 22nd. Walthamstow Res, 3,000 flew SW on July 
12th. 

Hilfield Park Res, 1,500 roosting in a reed-bed in October. Rye Meads, 1,000 on 
June 12th, 3,000 on 24th, 4,000 on 25th and 4,000 roosted on July 9th. 

Burnt Oak, 1,000 flew S on Aug 21st. Hampstead Heath, 104 territories in 
Kenwood, a slight decline from the 115 in the same area in 1990. Hampton Court 
Park, c1,000 on July 3rd. Ponders End, 50,000 at Wharf Road on June 29th. Jnner 
London: Finsbury Circus, 4,000 roosted on Sept 8th. Spitalfields/Bishopsgate, 
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1,500 roosting on Spitalfields Church. Bred at Hyde Park (17 nests) and widely 
throughout the sector. 

Epsom, a fawn-coloured bird in a garden along Temple Road for many days in 
January. Holmethorpe SP, up to 5,000 roosting during the autumn. Kingston-upon- 
Thames, 4,000 roosting in town centre on Dec 3rd. Molesey GP, c2,000 roosting 
on June 23rd. West End Common, cl,000 on June 14th. Woodmansterne, a leucistic 
bird on Jan 22nd had normally coloured bill and legs. Inner London: Westminster 
Bridge, 5,000 in a pre-roost gathering on June 6th. 


Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


Rensbury Road, Walthamstow, E17, an adult in dull plumage on June 22nd was 
seen briefly with Starlings (DM/), it was not seen again. 


Only the fourth London record; it occurred at a time when there was a typical late 
summer influx into the country. Previous records were in August (2) and December 
(1). Accepted by the British Bird Rarities Committee. 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Status: very common breeding resident, probably declining. 


Localised and patchy evidence of falling populations continue to be reported; 
nationally the population has fallen by about 6% in the last 20 years and this has 
been reflected in Denmark, the Netherlands and Sweden. Gatherings of 300 or 
more, sightings that provide evidence of falling populations as well as ail Inner 
London records are given. 


Dagnam Park, a marked decline was noted in the park and the surrounding area, 
with many breeding areas abandoned in the last ten years. Essex Filter Beds, 
population declining with flocks barely reaching 30, compared with up regular 
gatherings of up to 100 five years ago. Hainault Forest, a slight decline in breeding 
numbers was noted. Romford, 1,000 roosting in the town centre in January. 
Hampstead Heath, seven territories in Kenwood, compares with 13 in a similar 
survey in 1990. Inner London: Hyde Park, bred. Regent’s Park, bred widely, 
exact numbers not known but considered by observer to be declining. 

Bessels Green, 100 in a garden on July 31st was the largest count of the year; now 
considered to be rare by the observer. 

Park Farm, Chessington, 19 nests compares with 22 in 1993 at this CBC site. 


Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 


Status: scarce and localised breeding resident, population probably now stable 
after decline. 


The population at Beddington - London’s stronghold - rose to 89 pairs this year, 
an encouraging increase. Nevertheless optimism must be tempered with the long- 
term future of this site under severe threat from the gravel extraction and infill 
projects currently underway. Coupled with that the small colony at Perry Oaks SF 
is also under threat from development projects at Heathrow Airport. Away from 
here 24 pairs bred (similar to recent levels of 23 in 1993 and 26 in 1992). It 
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would seem that most breeding sites are now reporting stable numbers - it could 
be that the long term decline of this endearing seedeater is levelling out. It is well 
known that population levels of this sparrow fluctuate in an irregular and cyclical 
way. Breeding populations in this country are apparently dependent on influxes 
of continental birds at times of high population levels; declines then follow in 
this country as the number of immigrants subsides. All breeding localities (total 
numbers of pairs in parentheses), gatherings of five or more, except for Surrey 
where all records are given. 
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Berwick Ponds (5). Corbets Tey (4-5) - down from seven in 1993. Essex Filter 
Beds (2) and along nearby River Lea (2-3). Hainault Forest, (2). Rainham Marsh 
(2) - a new breeding species for the site. Walthamstow Res (2); up to six seen 
during the year. 

Beech Farm GP (1); up to eight in April and four in May. Coursers Lane Fields, 
40 on Aug 20th, 30 on 27th, Sept 3rd, 17th, 25 on 24th and 12 on Oct 9th. Rye 
Meads, five on Jan 9th, one on Feb 12th and 19th. Symondshyde Great Wood, one 
on Apr 3rd. Tyttenhanger GP, four on Jan Ist, two on Feb 19th 

Deephams SF, eight on Jan 9th. Hampton Cout Park, six on Jan 20th, seven on 
31st, 13 on Feb 16th. Perry Oaks SF (3); 15 on Feb 6th, six on Mar 6th, up to five 
in April, 20 in May and July, 15 in August, 30 in September, five on Oct 9th and 
six on Dec 31st. Ponders End (Picketts Lock), eight on Feb 16th. Tottenham 
Marsh, two on Apr 24th exploring potential nest site, one on May Ist in the same 
area and one July 17th. Upper Halliford, six in a garden from Jan 22nd to Mar 
Ist. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Oct 4th. 

Denham Village, six on farmland nearby on Feb 20th and 16 on 26th. Iver, two on 
Aug 7th. 

Chevening, one on July 16th was in suitable breeding habitat. Dartford Marsh, 11 
on Mar 4th. Littlebrook Lake, eight on Jan 30th. 

Beddington SF, winter maximum was 120 on Jan 22nd; 89 territories (compared 
with 85 in 1993) produced 310 juveniles in nestboxes, although the latter total 
excludes those reared in natural breeding sites; 80 on Oct 8th and at least 80 on 
Dec 24th - some degree of emigration from the site was noted late in the year. 
Broadham Green, Oxted, ten on Feb 19th at Perrysfield Farm (1). Hersham, two 
on Dec 2nd and three on 19th at Burhill Allotments. Holmethorpe SP, six on Feb 
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26th were considered to be migrants; did not breed this year, although one male 
held territory but failed to attract a mate; one on Oct 13th. Limpsfield Chart, one 
on Aug 29th, two on Oct 30th. Titsey, one on Nov 19th at Pilgrims Farm. 


1993 Additional Records 
Deephams SF, 12 on Dec 6th and 18 on Dec 12th. 
Dulwich Woods, 12 circled the woods on Nov 16th. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 


Status: common breeding resident, augmented by continental influxes in autumn 
and winter. 


At the beginning of the year there was only one flock of 100 or more, at Fishers 
Green. Nationally the population is stable, but all available evidence in London 
suggests a slight decline. At the end of the year there were four flocks of 100 or 
more, the best being 400 at Beddington. Details of flocks of 100 or more, Inner 
London records, as well as a summary of autumn passage is given below. 


Fishers Green, 100 on Mar 20th. Hainault Forest, 18-20 pairs bred (down from 
25 in 1994). Toot Hill, 20 pairs bred on CBC (down from 27 in 1993). 

Rye Meads, 13 singing males; 100 on Nov 5th, 12th, 26th, 150 on Dec 24th and 
100 on 31st. 

Bushy Park, seven territories --‘a slight increase’. Hampstead Heath, eight 
territories in Kenwood (13 in 1990). Hill End, 120 on Dec 11th, 150+ on 18th and 
25th. Inner London: Holland Park, two on Oct 2nd. Hyde Park, two territories in 
CBC. Kensington Gardens, five territories - ‘a decline from 1967-71 when Hyde 
Park and Kensington Gardens held 18 territories’. Regent’s Park, at least six 
pairs bred; 100 flew over on Oct 28th. 

Mansfield Farm, Iver Heath, 100 on Nov 27th and 150 on Dec 11th. 

Arbrook Common, 11 territories on CBC site. Barwell Court Farm, 13 territories 
on CBC site (16 in 1993). Beddington SF, 300 on Dec 24th. Nower Wood, seven 
territories on CBC site. Park Farm, Chessington, ten territories on CBC site (same 
as 1993). Inner London: Lurline Gardens, SW11, one flew W on Jan 3rd.° 


Owing to unfavourable weather conditions, autumn passage was very poorly 
reported this year and spread from Sept 23rd to Nov 3rd. Movements were as 
follows - Sept 23rd: 12 on Hampstead Heath; Oct Sth: 22 flew S over Hoblingwell 
Wood; Oct 16th: 32 flew over Sydenham Hill; Oct 18th: 85 flew NW over Sydenham 
Hill; Oct 20th: 69 flew NW over Sydenham Hill; Oct 23rd: 51 flew over Sydenham; 
Oct 28th: 100 flew over Regent’s Park and 12 flew WNW over Sydenham and on 
Nov 3rd 42 flew S over Dulwich Woods. 


Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 
Status: regular autumn migrant and winter visitor. 


At the start of the year there were records from at least 27 localities including 
double figure counts at Bletchingley (40), Connaught Water (12), Chessington 
(25), Epsom (30) and a quite exceptional gathering of at least 400 birds at Norbury 
Park. The last record of the spring was at Epsom on Apr 21st. Autumn passage 
began on Oct 2nd with two in Dagnam Park with almost daily records after this 
until the end of November. Apart from a notable flock of 100 near Limpsfield 
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Chart on Oct 20th overall passage was disappointing with the only other double 
figure flocks appearing at Sydenham Hill on 20th (14) and Broadwater on Oct 
30th (10) - about 220 birds were seen during this period. At the end of the year 
there were records from 29 localities. Records of three or more, as well as Inner 
London records are given 


Connaught Water, 12 on Jan 9th. Fishers Green, eight on Mar 30th. 

Black Park, six on Apr 21st. Wraysbury GP, seven on Feb 7th. 

Broadwater GP, ten on Oct 30th. Hampstead Heath, six flew W on Apr 16th, 
three flew NW on Oct 27th and 28th. Tottenham Cemetery, five on Oct 17th. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, five on Oct 24th, six on 28th, singles on Nov 2nd 
and 8th (ARD). 

Beddington SF, six on Oct 29th, three on Nov 3rd. Bletchingley, 40 on Jan Ist. 
Dulwich Woods, three flew over on Oct 6th. Epsom, c30 on Apr 19th. Limpsfield 
Chart, 100 nearby on Nov 20th. Norbury Park, 400+ on Feb 20th. Chessington, 
c25 at Park Farm on Apr 9th. South Norwood CP, four on Mar 19th. Sydenham 
Hill, six on Oct 16th and 14 on 20th. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 
Status: common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Five flocks of 100 or more were reported - an increase on the poor total of only 
two in 1993, but still slightly down-on recent yearly totals of seven or more flocks. 
Population declines were noted from three sites. Flocks of 100 or more and breeding 
records for Inner London are given. 


Dagnam Park, up to 100 in November and 150 in December. Essex Filter Beds, 
five pairs bred, where the population was noted to be declining. Hainault Forest, 
at least 12-14 pairs bred - a slight decline. Rainham Marsh, 120 on Jan Ist, 100 
on 16th, 110 on Sept 17th. Toot Hill, five pairs bred - up from one pair in 1993. 
Old Parkbury, 300 on Sept 3rd. Rye Meads, 18 singing males. Hampstead Heath, 
12 territories in Kenwood is identical to the 1990 total. Northolt Aerodrome, 120 
on Dec 14th. Inner London: Greville Place, W3, present in summer and probably 
bred. Hyde Park, four pairs present. Kensington Gardens, four pairs present. 
Regent’s Park, nine singing males, but numbers are declining. 


_ The largest counts were 40 at Crockenhill on July 22nd and 30 at Erith Reach on 


May 14th. 

Beddington SF, two pairs bred (none in 1993). Holmethorpe SP, four or five pairs 
bred. The largest count was 50 at Horton CP on Mar 20th. nner London: Breeding 
season records were noted at Archbishop’s Palace at Lambeth, Bankside PS, 
Brunswick Park and Burgess Park. 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
Status: fairly common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


At the beginning of the year there was one flock of 100 or more with three flocks 
at the end (similar to last year); the largest gathering being 250 at Rainham on 
Sept 11th. Few comments on breeding status were received. Groups of 30 or 
more, comments on breeding status and all Inner London records are given. 
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Barking Bay, 40 on Nov 7th. Berwick Ponds, 50 on Nov 20th. Dagenham Chase, 
60 on Oct 18th. Dagnam Park, four pairs bred - a good year. Rainham Marsh, 35 
pairs bred; 100 in January, 120 in February, 100 on Aug 17th, 250 on Sept 11th, 
125 in October, 100 in November. Toot Hill, three pairs bred (one in 1993). 
Rye Meads, 57 on Apr 2nd. Stocker’s Lake, 60 on Dec 26th. West Thurrock, 100 
on Sept 26th. 

Alexandra Park, 50 on Oct Ist. Bedfont Lakes, 37 on Sept 30th. Hampstead Heath, 
30+ on Aug 25th. Kempton Park Res, 40 on Jan 8th, 30 on Feb 20th. Queen Mary 
Res, 40 on Feb 12th. Staines Res, 75 on Sept 29th, 30 on Oct 7th. Wormwood 
Scrubs, observer noted ‘a serious drop in numbers’. Inner London: Camley Street 
Natural Park, one pair bred. Holland Park, one on Jan 28th, seven on Nov 21st. 
Regent’s Park, four pairs bred. Swinton Street, WC1, two on Apr 10th. 


. The highest count was 30 at Wraysbury GP on Feb Ist. 


The highest counts were 40 at Dartford Marsh on Aug 19th and 30 at Sevenoaks 
Reserve on Jan 16th. 

Apps Court Farm, 30 on Mar 19th, c80 on Apr 17th. Barn Elms Res, 86 on Sept 
29th. Beddington SF, 75 on Jan Ist, 100 on Nov 19th. Holmethorpe SP, 50 on Aug 
7th, 30 on Dec 26th. Horton CP, 30 on Aug 23rd. New Malden, 35 at Cannon Hill 
Common on Aug 30th and c30 on Sept 2nd. Raynes Park, 30 on Feb 14th. /nner 
London: Burgess Park, four on Apr 23rd and at least three on July 19th including 
juveniles. Hays Wharf, SE1, two on Jan 6th. Lurline Gardens, SW11, four on Apr 
28th, two on Sept 9th. Surrey Docks, four singing males on May 3rd. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus 


Status: common winter visitor, passage migrant and increasingly regular in summer; 
potential breeding species. 


This species is currently expanding its range (there has been an 80% national 
increase in the last 20 years) so it is only a matter of time before breeding takes 
place in London. It was quite widespread at the beginning of the year. with four 
flocks of 100 or more. Apart from those birds seen during the breeding season at 
Black Park, Hainault Forest and Havering the last record of the spring was at 
Jersey Farm, St Albans on May 7th. The first autumn bird flew over King George 
VI Res on July 10th, followed by other July records at Waltham Abbey on 19th 
and in Oxted on 23rd, although there were no further records until two in Regent’s 
Park on Sept 8th which may perhaps be more likely to relate to the first returning 
migrants. A total of four flocks of 100 or more were recorded at the end of the 
year. Groups of 100 or more, or the highest county counts, several midsummer 
records, as well as Inner London records are given. 


Fishers Green, 100 on Dec 2nd and 25th. Hainault Forest, one pair summered in 
the area. Havering CP, one or two birds during late May and mid-June ‘possibly 
bred’. Waltham Abbey, 100 on Oct 15th and 170 on Dec 27th. 

Panshanger Park, 100 on Nov 20th. Stocker’s Lake, 110 on Dec 5th and 100 on 
29th. 

Bushy Park, c130 on Jan 7th. Hampstead Heath, 100 on Jan Ist, 100+ on Feb 
19th. Hampton Court Park, 100+ on Dec 28th. Kempton Park Res, 100 on Jan 
15th. Shepperton GP, 44 on Jan 7th. Inner London: Camley Street Natural Park, 
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six on Oct 29th. Regent’s Park, up to 40 in January, three in September, nine on 
Oct 28th, 20 on Nov 16th and 30 on 22nd, numbers declining thereafter. 

The best counts were 60 at Ranston Covert, Denham on Nov 28th, 50 at Queen 
Mother Res on Dec 18th and 50 at Wraysbury GP on Dec 3 lst. One bird seen at 
Black Park on June 13th was in suitable breeding habitat. 

Chipstead Lake, 60 on Jan 2nd and 40 on Dec 24th. Sevenoaks Reserve, 150 on 
Jan 12th, 65 on Oct 22nd, 80 on Nov 13th and 80 on Dec 25th. 

The highest counts were: Beddington SF, 43 flying S on Oct 23rd. Egham, 70 in 
Rusham Park Avenue in January and 50 in February. Holmethorpe SP, 80 on Jan 
Ist and 45 on Oct 24th. River Mole (at the mouth), 60 on Dec 28th. Surbiton, 50 
from Feb 25th to 27th. Claygate, 68 on Telegraph Hill on Feb 26th. 


Linnet Carduelis cannabina 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


At the beginning of the year there were four flocks of 100 or more, the largest 
being 250 at Staines on Jan 16th; at the end of the year there were 12 flocks of 
100 or more, the biggest flock was 300 at Rainham Marsh on Nov Ist. Gatherings 
of 100 or more, large breeding concentrations, evidence of any passage movements, 
as well as Inner London records are given. 


Barking Bay, 180 on Feb 6th, 196 on Nov 7th. Belhus Woods CP, 200 on Aug 2nd. 
Dagenham Chase, 100 on Oct 18th. Hainault Forest, 12+ pairs bred. Havering 
CP, 120 on Sept 25th. Rainham Marsh, 35 pairs bred; 150 in January, 100 in 
February, 200 in August, 300 in September, 250 in October and 100 on Nov 26th. 
Essendon, 100 on Jan 16th. 

Perry Oaks SF, cl100 from Sept 22nd to 29th. Staines Res, 250 on Jan 16th, 200 
on Sept 29th, 100 on Oct 7th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one or two on several 
dates from Mar 22nd to May 22nd, five on Oct 15th. 

Queen Mother Res, 100 on Aug 12th. 

Polhill, 150 on Dec 19th. Stone Marsh, 100 on Feb 19th. 

Barn Elms Res, 27 flew S on Sept 27th; 100 on Oct 18th and 19th. Dulwich 
Woods, nine flew S on Oct Sth, nine flew SE on 26th and 12 flew S on 28th. 
Holmethorpe SP, 150 on Oct 24th. Inner London: Hays Wharf, SE1, 25-30 on Jan 
6th. Southbank, SE1, three on May 23rd. 


Twite Carduelis flavirostris 
Status: scarce late autumn and winter visitor at Rainham Marsh, rare elsewhere. 


Berwick Ponds, two on Nov 13th (MKD). King George V Res, eight (including 2 
males) on Oct 16th (KM) and one on 17th (PJV). Rainham Marsh, two or three in 
January; one on Oct 29th (SRP), three on Nov 19th and four on Dec 12th (MKD). 
Brimsdown, one on Oct 17th (SCr) was also seen at nearby King George V Res. 
South Norwood CP, one on Dec 9th (DJD) was also present in 1995. 


A good distribution of records this year with sightings at four sites away from 
Rainham where totals remain at very much of a low ebb. 
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Redpoll Carduelis flammea 


Status: uncommon breeding resident, more regular passage migrant and winter 
visitor. 


The poor winter totals of 1993 were repeated this year with only one flock of 
more than 50 birds being seen at each end of the year - this compares with 1987 
when there were 66 flocks of more than 50 birds at the end of the year. Comments 
on breeding success of this attractive woodland finch were received from Hainault 
Forest ‘the lowest total for 25 years’ and Hampstead Heath ‘extinct’. The recently 
published BTO Atlas of Breeding Birds documents a continuing decline from the 
mid-1970s, overall distribution has fallen by 11% nationally since then when the 
population was at an historically high level. Breeding records (total number of 
pairs or singing males in parentheses), counts of 20 or more and Inner London 
records are given. 


Dagnam Park (1). Epping Forest (1), 20 on Jan 8th at Piercing Hill. Fishers Green 
(1+). Hainault Forest, 40 on Nov 20th, 50 on Dec 22nd; one to three pairs bred - 
‘the lowest total for 25 years’. Havering CP (1). More’s Wood (1). Romford (1). 
Cassiobury Park, 23 from Dec 20th until the year end. Tyttenhanger GP, 80 on 
Jan 9th. 

The only breeding records were Tufnell Park (1) and Waterlow Park (1). The 
highest counts were: Alexandra Park, 27 on Jan 10th. Bushy Park, 15 on Oct 
26th. Inner London: Holland Park, one flew S on Nov 2nd. Regent’s Park, one on 
July 30th and one or two from Oct 2nd to Nov 24th. 

Black Park (2). Wraysbury GP, 20 on Dec 9th and 17th was the highest count. 
Beckenham Place Park (6). The only double figure counts were: Chislehurst, ten 
on Mar 28th and Sevenoaks Reserve, 12 on Feb 14th. Southend Pond (1). 
Dulwich (1). Hersham, 20 on Burhill Allotments on Apr 19th. Holmethorpe SP 
(1), 40 on Nov 6th. Richmond Park, 35 on Jan 23rd. Sydenham Hill, one showing 
characters of the nominate race Mealy Redpoll C.fcabaret on Mar 7th. Inner 
London: Battersea PS, one singing male on Apr 28th. Lurline Gardens, SW11, 
one flew W on Apr 28th and two flew S on May 2nd. Surrey Docks, one on July 
12th. 


Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
Status: irruptive visitor; rare breeding species (usually following irruptions). 


Dagnam Park, eight flew ESE on May 2nd, one flew ESE on Aug 6th (CRJ). Hall 
Marsh, one flew SE on July 6th (IK). Havering CP, up to four from May 31st to 
July 3rd, may have bred in the area (MKD). Thorndon Park, two to three pairs 
bred; 12 on Mar 7th, 13 on 21st, 12 on Apr 16th, 20 on 21st and the last birds 
were 11 on May 11th (KB, MTM, JTS et al). Warley Place, two pairs possibly 
bred (CRJ) - may have involved birds from Thorndon Park. Waltham Abbey, four 
on July 4th and seven on July 10th (TJH, IK). 

Bricket Wood/Common, one on July 19th (GJW). Waltham Cross, ‘a large flock’ 
heard flying over in thick fog on Nov 10th (SC7). 

Hampstead Heath, one on Mar 24th (WEO), four on June Ist (AHn), two flew W 
on Aug 5th (PWD, MAH, WEO), one flew W on 7th (WEO) and four flew WNW 
on Nov 6th (MAH). Staines Res, two flew over on Aug 28th (DJMs, PN). Stanmore 
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CP, six on May 15th (DBm). Trent Park, 12 on May 3rd (RMC) and five on May 


30th (RJW). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Mar 19th and three on July 8th 


(RMC). 

Black Park, at least two pairs bred; one on Mar 3rd, 21 on 6th (RDH), 12 on 13th, 
including two pairs nest building (CL), with almost continuous sightings after 
that until July 17th with clear peaks of 28 on 27th (CL), 22 on Apr 30th, 60+ on 
May 7th (RDH), 31 on 16th, 30 on 24th (CL), 20+ on June 8th (RDH), nine 
(including at least one juvenile) on July 3rd (CL), ten on July 9th, 18 on 10th and 
the last two on 19th (RDH). 

Banstead, ten flew S on May 31st, two flew S on June 19th, one on July 12th 
(SWG). Brooklands, eight flew over on Apr 29th (DC). Holmethorpe SP, 14 flew 
S on May 22nd (GWJH). 


Rather surprisingly after a mere four records in 1993, this year saw a marked 
return to form of this coniferous seedeater with a good spread of records right 
across the Area. Furthermore at least six pairs bred successfully - surprisingly the 
first instance of successful breeding since 1968 (26 years ago); breeding was 
suspected in both 1984 and 1990 but not proven. Interestingly all breeding birds 
left by late summer and there were only two sightings after Aug 28th both in 
November. All records are given. 


Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 
Status: very rare vagrant. 
Hainault Forest, an immature on Sept 2nd (MKD). 


The fourth London record and, following two records in winter and one in spring, 
this is the first in autumn. 


Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Status: fairly common breeding resident. 


At least 47 pairs were reported this year, compared with nine in 1993, 16 in 1992, 
21 in 1991 and 28 in 1990, it seems unlikely that this relates to any real change in 
status; the largest flock was 20 at Hainault Forest. National BTO Common Bird 
Census indices show a decline since the mid-1970s, which continues into the 
present decade. All comments on breeding status were indicative of declines. 
Counts of ten or more birds, significant breeding concentrations, as well as breeding 
records providing indications of any change in status and all Inner London records 
are given. 


Hainault Forest, 12 pairs bred (compared with 11 in 1993 and 15 in 1992); 20+ 
on Dec 31st. Toot Hill, one pair bred (down from three in 1993) 

Furzefield Wood, ten on Jan 2nd and 14 on 19th. Rye Meads, ten on Oct 15th. 
Alexandra Park, only two territories (five pairs bred in 1993) - ‘territories 
declining’. Hampstead Heath, three territories in Kenwood (down from six in 
1990). Inner London: Holland Park, one pair probably bred. Kensington Gardens, 
one on Apr 14th. Regent’s Park, one pair bred. 

Langley Park, 15 in one flock on Dec 27th. 

Ham Lands, 18 in one flock on Dec 15th. Mitcham Common, ‘present all year but 
elusive and declining’. 
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Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 


Status: scarce and probably declining breeding resident; very occasional passage 
migrant. 


- Another disappointing year for this unobtrusive large finch with known breeding 


levels remaining similar to last year’s low ebb. Once again it is distressing to 
hear that continued disturbance from moronic motorcyclists at Dagnam Park 
continues to prevent breeding (the species last bred in 1990) and is also now 
deterring birds in winter. The hornbeam is the tree traditionally associated with 
this species and crops of the small bullet-like seeds can fluctuate dramatically 
from year to year, which is reflected in the winter counts. Elsewhere there were 
no reports of population declines. All records are given. 





Chingford Plain, one on May 8th. Dagnam Park, eight on Jan 23rd, 15-20 in 
February, 12 on Mar 6th, up to two in April and a pair on May 27th (but no other 
sightings during the breeding season); up to two in July, up to six in August, 
singles on Sept 26th, Oct 9th, 29th, Nov 6th, three on 13th and up to three in 
December. Epping Forest, one between Connaught Water and High Beech on Jan 
9th. Gernon Bushes, a male calling on Apr 26th. Hainault Forest, four pairs bred 
(down from six in 1993). Thorndon Park, one on Mar 12th. Weald Park, nine on 
Jan 4th, one on 21st and one on Apr 16th was in a likely breeding area. 

Amwell GP, two on Apr 12th, one on June 2nd, three on Sept 29th and one on Oct 
8th. Balls Wood, three on Jan 24th, one on Feb 6th. Panshanger Park, a male on 
July 3rd. Wormley Wood, one on Jan 10th and three on 19th. 

Pilvage Wood, one on Feb 17th. 

Lullingstone Lake/Park, singles on Apr 4th and June 19th. 

Banstead, two flew over on Jan 29th. 


1993 Additional Record 
Queen’s Wood, Highgate, one on Apr 15th. 


Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 
Status: rare but annual autumn and winter visitor. 


Rainham Marsh, singles on Feb 12th (MKD), Feb 25th (SRP) and Nov 19th 
(MKD). 
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S_ Barn Elms Res, one flew over calling on Sept 27th (JPPW). 
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Four records of probably three birds maintains the higher profile of this species 
that has become more regular in recent years. 


Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 
Status: scarce autumn and winter visitor. 


There were no records this year. The first blank year since 1979; the 1980s proved 
to be a bumper decade for this frosty bunting but records have now reverted to the 
rather erratic pattern of the 1970s. 


Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 


Status: widespread but declining breeding resident away from the suburbs; some 
indication of passage movement. 


At least 96 pairs or singing males were reported during the breeding season, 
compared with recent totals of 142 in 1993, 75 in 1992, 57 in 1991 and 37 in 
1990. This remains a good total by recent standards since the 1993 total was 
largely due to several extensive breeding surveys in Kent. Overall, available 
evidence does suggest this once familiar and widespread farmland bird is declining 
in London (for instance numbers have fallen by 75% at Hainault Forest over the 
last 20 years) which would be contrary to national Common Bird Census indices. 
All breeding records (with the number of pairs in parentheses), indications of 
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Berwick Ponds (10). Corbets Tey (9-12). Dagnam Park (4-5) - down from seven 
in 1993; 20 on Dec 28th. Fishers Green, 30 on Feb 12th. Hainault Forest (3) - a 
decline of 75% over the last 20 years. Roding Valley (1). Sewardstone (14). Toot 
Hill (9) - eight in 1993. Upminster (1) - ‘a decrease’. 

Colney Heath (2). Hilfield Park Res (1). Rye Meads, 25 on Jan 8th, 20 on 22nd, 
30 on Feb 22nd and 15 on Nov 15th were all roosting flocks. Tyttenhanger GP 
(2). West Hyde (2) - on set-aside field. 

Alexandra Park, four on Sept 28th. Dulwich Woods, one on Dec 24th was the 
first at this urban site since 1978. Hampstead Heath, singles. on Mar 24th, Apr 
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6th and Nov 7th, following last year’s record (the first since 1978 at this site). 
Parkside Farm, Enfield (1). Stanmore CP (1). Totteridge (1). Vicarage Farm, 
Enfield (5). 

Black Park - ‘absent from heathland (bred for last 2 years) due to habitat change’. 
Langley Park (1). The Clump, Iver Heath (2). 

Beddington SF, one on May 14th and another on 16th - ‘decline continues’, two 
flew W on Oct 23rd. Holmethorpe SP (7). Horton CP (5); 12 on Apr 30th, 20 on 
Dec 30th. Limpsfield Chart (2). Oxted, Hurst Green (1). Park Farm, Chessington 
(4) - down from six in 1993; 30 on Apr 23rd. Rushett Farm (1). 

Chipstead Lake, 75 on Feb 13th. Hawkwood, 12 on Mar 16th. Jubilee Park (1). 
Lullingstone Lake/Park (2). Petts Wood (3) - ‘more than usual’. Stone Chalk Pit 
(1). 

1993 Additional Records 

Mopes Farm area (5). Roberts Farm (1). Roley Farm (2). Shire Lane area, Denham 
(5+). 


Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 
Status: rare vagrant 

Beddington SF, one flew SW calling at 10.15 hrs on Oct 9th (SWG). 

The 12th London record, but only the fourth since 1972 and the fifth in autumn. 


Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla 
Status: rare vagrant 


Coppetts Wood, one seen very well, but briefly, at 09.00 hrs on Oct 2nd could not 
be relocated (ACy). 


London’s 9th record (last year’s record was incorrectly cited as being the 7th for 
London) and the first during the autumn - all previous records had fallen between 
the months of February and May. 


Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
Status: common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor 


Five of the six comments on variations in breeding status indicated a decline, 
however it is too early to say whether this might be part of a long-term trend. 
Counts of 20 or more, breeding concentrations of five or more pairs or singing 
males (totals in parentheses), as well as indications of a change in status, are 
given. 


Essex Filter Beds (2) - ‘a decline from usual five pairs’. Rainham Marsh (100) - 
down from 120 in 1993; 60 on Jan Ist. Walthamstow Marsh (9). 

Amwell GP (12) down from 13 in 1993. Hilfield Park Res (4-5) - down from ten 
in 1993. Rye Meads (14), 30 on Nov 19th, 40 on 26th, 50 on Dec 4th, 17th and 70 
on 24th and 31st. 

Perry Oaks (5). Staines Res (5). Tottenham Marsh (5). 

Old Slade NR (8). Wraysbury GP (25) - up from 15-20 in 1993; 25 on Oct 14th. 
Swanscombe Marsh (3+). 
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Beddington SF (21) - up from 15 in 1993; up to 20 in January and February. 
Richmond Park, 20 on Apr 10th. South Norwood CP (5). Wimbledon Common 
(0) - down from four in 1993. 





Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 
Status: widespread but declining breeding resident away from the suburbs. 


Breeding reductions were reported from three localities and this once familiar 
farmland bird is still decreasing nationally. Further evidence of that decline is 
provided in the west of the Area by the decline of winter roost flocks at Springwell 
Reedbed from counts of up to 250 between 1980 and 1985, down to 200 in 1990 
with no more than 19 in 1994. Furthermore an adjacent area of farmland that held 
60 pairs in 1979 now barely supports six pairs. Causes for this decline have been 
linked to the great reduction of barley as a crop in this country; it is a late breeder 
so early harvesting of other faster-ripening crops could well destroy many clutches. 
Records of 15 or more and breeding concentrations of five or more pairs or singing 
males (totals in parentheses) are given. 


Barking Bay (5). Berwick Ponds (5-6) - down from eight in 1993. Collier Row to 
Hainault (5-6). Corbets Tey (6-7). Dagenham Chase, 16 on Dec 18th. Fairlop (8) 
- down from 12 in 1993; 75 on Feb 28th, 50 on Mar 6th. Rainham Marsh (6) - 
down from eight in 1993; 50 on Jan Ist, 200 on 8th (including a leucistic bird 
with a white head, cheeks and rump that superficially resembled a Snow Bunting), 
43 on Feb 11th, 70 on 27th, 30 on Nov Sth, 35 on 12th and 80 on 25th. 

Rye Meads, 25 on Jan 7th and 8th, 34 on 22nd and 18 on Nov 4th all referred to 
roost counts. 

Springwell Reedbed, 19 on Jan 3rd and 18 on 23rd. 

Dartford Marsh, 15 on Dec 17th. Horton Kirby (6). 

South Norwood CP, up to 15 in November and December. 


M/S 
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Appendix I: Escapes 


The following records relate to birds known or presumed to be of captive origin. 


Full details are given for species that also occur in a wild or established feral 


state in the Area, all official Category D species and any others of special interest 
or rarity, e.g. those which may achieve Category C status by establishing viable 
feral populations. Other very common captive species are listed at the end; full 
details of these are retained on the Society’s record cards. In addition to those 
listed, there are full-winged individuals of several species of wildfowl in St James’s 
Park. 


Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 


Twickenham area, one seen on the River Thames or nearby on many dates between 
May and August at least. 


Black Swan Cygnus atratus 


Walthamstow Res, three on Mar 27th. 

Cheshunt GP, present on many dates from April to October with maxima of three 
on Apr Ist and Oct 28th at least. 

Brent Res, one on Apr 3rd. Hampton Waterworks, two on Nov 6th. 

Wraysbury GP, one on Dec 23rd. 

Richmond Park, one seen on Pen Ponds on many dates from January to March. 
Thorpe Water Park, up to five present all year. 


Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 
Stanborough Lakes, an adult present from July 1993 to year end. 


Bean Goose Anser fabalis 


Simplemarsh Farm, Addlestone, two on May 28th. 


Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 


Ruislip Lido, one during January. 
Holmethorpe SP, one from Feb 5th to Apr 20th. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 


Dagenham Chase, one on Apr 29th. Nazeing GP, one on Apr 26th and 27th. 
Wanstead Park, one on Mar 13th. 

Amwell GP, one on May 25th and 26th. 

Barn Elms Res, one intermittently from Jan lst to May 27th. Lonsdale Road Res, 
one on Jan 6th and 7th, Feb 22nd and on various dates between Sept 21st to Oct 
8th. 


Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus 
Barn Elms Res, one from May 22nd to 29th. Lonsdale Road Res, one on Jan 7th. 
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Emperor Goose Anser canagicus 


Beddington SF, one on Mar 26th. Holmethorpe SP, one on Apr 20th. 


Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus 


Fishers Green, one for most of the year with two seen on occasion. 

Amwell GP, one on May 30th. Borehamwood, one on May 18th. Hilfield Park 
Res, one on May 18th. Stocker’s Lake, one on Apr Ist. Tyttenhanger GP, one on 
Apr 27th. Verulamium Lake, one on Mar 21st. 

Barn Elms Res, three on Aug 10th. Beddington SF, one on May 7th. Holmethorpe 
SP, one on Apr 20th. River Thames at Molesey, one present all year. South Norwood 
CP, a ‘frequent visitor’. 


Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 


Essex Filter Beds, one on the River Lea in December. Nazeing GP, two on June 
13th remained for some time and moulted. Walthamstow Res, two present 
for most of year. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, a blue phase on Aug 20th. ” 

Hurst Green, Oxted, a blue phase on Mar 3rd. Reigate Priory, one in June. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 


Fishers Green, two broods seen; present regularly with maxima of 14 on May 7th 
and 17 in June. Hall Marsh, one on Mar 20th. Nazeing GP, one on June 13th. 
Walthamstow Res, one present on several dates. 

Colney Heath, one on Mar 26th and May 7th. Stanborough Lakes, singles on Feb 
6th, Aug 8th and Nov 20th. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Feb 6th and Mar 27th. 
Brent Res, one on July 6th and Oct 6th. Hampstead Heath, one on Oct 3rd. King 
George VI Res, one on Aug 28th. Osterley Park, 12 on Novy 21st. Staines Moor, 
one on Aug 7th and Nov 19th. Staines Res, five on Apr 23rd and one on many 
dates between June 11th and Aug 27th. Wood Green Res, singles on Feb 22nd, 
Oct 27th and from Dec 15th to 24th. 

Wraysbury GP, singles on Oct 9th and Nov 6th. 

Beddington SF, one on Jan 15th. River Thames at Thames Ditton, three on Dec 
26th. South Norwood CP, one present intermittently between May 23rd and Nov 
23rd. South Norwood Lake, one from June 14th to July 9th. 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla 


Barn Elms Res, the usual tame bird seen in February, April and December (at 
least). Lonsdale Road Res, one on Sept 7th. 


Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 


Barking Bay, one on Oct 9th, Nov 6th and Dec 19th. Beckton, one from Jan 16th 
to Mar 15th and one on Nov 29th and Dec 24th. Fishers Green, one on Mar 25th, 
two on Apr 10th, one from Apr 20th to 29th and again from May 7th to 13th. King 
George V Res, one on Apr 13th. Nazeing, one on Mar 12th, one from Apr 17th to 
May 2nd and one on May 30th. Rainham Marsh, one on Oct 5th and one on Dec 
22nd. Walthamstow Res, up to four present all year. 


nw 


nem 


0192 


BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1994 163 


Amwell GP, one from Aug Ist to Sept 1st and one on Oct 2nd. Broxbourne, one in 
November. Hilfield Park Res, one on May 12th. Panshanger Park, one on Sept 
18th. Rye Meads, one on Apr 23rd. Stocker’s Lake, one on Nov 23rd. 


_ Brent Res, one on May 27th. Finsbury Park, three on Oct 26th. Hampstead Heath, 


two on Apr 27th. Perry Oaks SF, one on July 3rd. Queen Mary Res, three from 
July 20th into August. Staines Res, one from May 29th to July 16th. Stoke 
Newington Res, three present intermittently from January to April and from 
October to December. Wood Green Res, one on May 5th, two from July 11th to 
24th, three from 25th to 28th, three on Aug 23rd, Sept Ist and from Sept 7th to 
Oct 25th. 

Wraysbury GP, two flew W on Feb 13th. 

Beddington SF, one on May 15th. Holmethorpe SP, two on Apr 23rd. 


There was much speculation about the clear influx of Ruddy Shelducks into Britain 
in the late summer of 1994 and the evidence clearly points towards these being of 
a wild, easterly origin. Some of the London birds, especially those in July and 
August were almost certainly involved in this movement. 

Paradise Shelduck Tadorna variegata 


Walton on Thames, one on July 4th and 18th. 


Wood Duck Aix sponsa 


Walthamstow Res, a female on Apr 24th. 

Aldenham Res, a female on Jan 13th. 

Bushy Park, nine on Feb 13th were believed to be newly introduced, two on Nov 
6th. 


Please continue to submit all records of this species; a prime candidate for full 
Category C status in future. 
Chiloe Wigeon Anas sibilatrix 


Connaught Water, one present on many dates. 

Bushy Park, one or two on many dates. 

Barn Elms Res, two on Nov 19th and Dec 2nd. Richmond Park, one on Sept 7th. 
River Thames at Molesey, one present in the area for most of year. Walton Res, 
three on Nov 23rd and one on Nov 27th. 

Pintail Anas acuta 


Richmond Park, an escape in Isabella Plantation on Jan 8th. 


Bahama Pintail Anas bahamensis 


Brent Res, one from Aug 23rd to Oct 16th. Wood Green Res, one on Oct 22nd. 


Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 
Connaught Water, a pair on many dates from March to May at least. 


This tame pair were very settled in Epping Forest and seen to mate on occasions. 
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Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera 


Staines Res, one from May 15th to July 5th. 


Red Shoveler Anas platalea 


Essex Filter Beds, one in February. Walthamstow Res, one on Feb 6th. 


Ringed Teal Callonetta leucophrys 
Bell Wharf, Harefield, one on Aug 31st. 


Pink-eared Duck Malacorhynchus membranaceus 
King George V Res, one from Dec 10th to 16th was also seen at Highams Park 
Lake and at Connaught Water. 

Staines Res, one on May 12th. 

Argentine Bluebill Oxyura vittata 
Stocker’s Lake, one from Apr 5th to 23rd. 


Chukar Alectoris chukar 
No records again in 1993. Observers are requested to submit all records of this 
species and of Alectoris hybrids. 

Golden Pheasant Chrysolophus pictus 
Inner London: Meanwhile Wildlife Gardens, W10, one on June 15th. 


1993 Additional Record 
Denham Woods, a male on Jan 16th. 


We are keen to monitor all records of this species. You never know! 


Peruvian Thick-knee Burhinus superciliaris 
Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 28th and May Ist. 

Definitely the escape of the year! This was presumably the same bird as appeared 
later at Cromer in Norfolk. 

Red-rumped Parrot Psephotus varius 


Dagenham Chase, one on July 11th. 


Pekin Robin Leiothix lutea 
Brent Res, one on Apr 24th. 


This splendid singing male did not manage to attract a mate! 


There were also several records of the following common captive birds: 
Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata (many) 

Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus (many) 

Budgerigar Mellopsittacus undulatus (many) 

African Grey Parrot Psittacus erithacus (several) 
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Appendix II: Hybrids 
The following records probably relate to wild or feral hybrids. 


Canada Goose x Greylag Goose 
Several seen up and down the Lea Valley throughout. 


Mallard x Wigeon 
The male which had spent ten successive summers at Staines Res was not seen 
this year. 


Aythya hybrids 

Amwell GP, a Pochard x Tufted Duck on Feb 6th. Stocker’s Lake, the drake 
‘Lesser Scaup’ type seen in 1992 and 1993 was present from Jan Ist to Mar 
16th but did not return later in the year. | 

Alexandra Park, a ‘Paget’s Pochard’ type Pochard x Ferruginous Duck on Feb 
17th and 26th and on Wood Green Res on Feb 18th. Brent Res, one from Feb 6th 
to Mar 20th, a Pochard x Tufted Duck on Dec 3rd and 4th and another from Dec 
4th to 18th. Hampstead Heath, a ‘Lesser Scaup’ type Pochard x Tufted Duck 
from Mar 3rd to 27th. Staines Res, a ‘Lesser Scaup’ type Pochard x Tufted 
Duck on Dec 9th. 

Barn Elms Res, a drake Tufted x Ring-necked Duck from Mar 30th to Apr 30th; 
probably the same bird as last year and as at Kew Green in 1992 (see LBR 57:180 
for a detailed report of this bird). Beddington SK, a Pochard x Tufted Duck on 
May 15th, in July and on Nov 11th. Kew Gardens, one on Nov 4th. South Norwood 
CP and Lake, a male Pochard x Tufted Duck on many dates in both winter periods. 
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First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 


Summer Migrants 
Garganey 

Hobby 

Little Ringed Plover 
Sandwich Tern 
Common Tern 
Arctic Tern 

Black Tern 


Turtle Dove 


Cuckoo 
Swift 


Sand Martin 
Swallow 
House Martin 


Tree Pipit 
Yellow Wagtail 
Nightingale 
Redstart 


Whinchat 


Wheatear 

Ring Ouzel 
Grasshopper Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Whitethroat 
Garden Warbler 
Wood Warbler 
Willow Warbler 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Pied Flycatcher 


Winter Migrants 
Smew 

Jack Snipe 
Fieldfare 
Redwing 


Brambling 


Arrival 
Mar 25 
Apr 18 
Mar 19 
Apr 24 
Apr 2 
Apr 13 
Apr 22 


Apr 7 


Apr 21 


Stanwell Moor 
Rickmansworth 
Tyttenhanger GP 
Staines Res 
Staines Res 
Barn Elms Res 
Amwell GP 
Broadwater GP 
Queen Mary Res 
Aveley 


Sevenoaks Reserve 
Barn Elms Res 


Walthamstow Res 
Bentley Priory 
Hendon Park 


Woodlands Park GP 
Queen Mother Res 
Black Park 
Dagenham Chase 
Holmethorpe SP 
Richmond Park 


Queen Mother Res 
Dagenham Chase 
Rye Meads 

Rye Meads 

several sites 
Bushy Park 
Coppetts Wood 
Hilfield Park Res 
Regent’s Park 
Hounslow-Heath 
South Norwood CP 
Harts Wood 


Cheshunt GP 
Thamesmead 
Hampstead Heath 
Osterley Park 
Epsom 


CL etal 
AMt 
JTy 
APG 
MP 
JPPW 


BPA 


Departure 
Dec 22 
Oct 23 


Oct 23 
Dec 11 


MN 
iv) 
ao) 
i) 
in 


Arrival 
Bec 
Sep 23 
Sep 16 
Sep 17 
Oct 2 


Barn Elms Res 
Brent Res 
Barn Elms Res 
Staines Res 
Barn Elms Res 
Beddington SF 
Staines Res 


Chipstead Lakes 
Swanscombe Marsh 
South Norwood CP 
Tottenham Cemetery 


Regent’s Park 
Beddington SF 
Woodoaks Farm, 
Maple Cross 
Brickendonbury 
Sanderstead 
Hampstead Heath 
Beddington SF 


Woodlands Park GP 
Wormwood Scrubs 
Regent’s Park 
Sewardstone 

Rye Meads 

Barn Elms Res 
Beddington SF 
South Norwood CP 
Horton CP 
Rainham Marsh 
Regent’s Park 
Beddington SF 
Brickendonbury 
Staines Moor 


Fishers Green 


LBi 
BBR 


Vicarage Farm, Enfield ,RMC 


Regent's Park 
Barn Elms Res 
Dagnam Park 


ARD 
mo 
CRJ 
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Ringing Report for 1994 
PE. Jones 


The year mirrored 1993 with a mild winter leading to few thrushes being ringed. The 
mild weather however led to good numbers of the small insectivorous species surviving 
and large numbers of Wrens, Goldcrests and Long-tailed Tits were caught. 

Willow Warblers continue to decline without any obvious cause, it was however an 
excellent year for Whitethroats. Both the Rye Meads Ringing Group with 33 years of 
ringing and the Dartford Ringing Group with 25 years recorded their highest Whitethroat 
totals ever with 85 and 84 respectively. Several groups and individuals also noted good 
years for Blackcap, Garden Warblers, Lesser Whitethroat and Chiffchaff which makes 
the decrease in Willow Warblers even more puzzling. 

Another downward trend is in the finch numbers caught, the exception being Siskin. 
Goldfinch, Linnet and Greenfinch are still declining. Siskins had another good year with 
large numbers caught coming to peanuts in many gardens. The recoveries below help 
show that most are from the Scottish breeding populations. 

A number of interesting species were caught including one adult Grey Heron, four 
Gadwall, eleven Water Pipits and three Whinchat. Interesting pu/li ringed include two 
Grey Heron, ten Kestrel, two Hobby, 13 Lapwing, two Little Ringed Plover, five Little 
Owl, and 32 Tree Sparrow. 

The recoveries listed below include an interesting series of Garden Warbler records 
and two more recoveries from the prolific Tree Sparrow colony at Beddington Sewage 
Farm. A further 343 were ringed at this site during the year. A Mute Swan found dead 14 
years 4 months after ringing reached a good age as did a Yellowhammer retrapped at 
Dartford 8 years 10 months after ringing at the same site. 


The following is a list of selected recoveries and controls. 


Key to symbols used: 


V/ Controlled ( caught or trapped, released with ring) 
VV Field or sight record 

+r Shot or killed by man 

x Found dead 

Cormorant 

Darvic 97P 15.05.93 Vorso, Denmark 


VV 27.02.94 Rye Meads, Herts 


Greylag Goose 
5167067 21.06.92 Sevenoaks Wildfowl Reserve, Kent 
VV 14.09.94 Dungeness, Kent, 67km. 


Canada Goose 
5157835 24.06.90 Sevenoaks Wildfowl Reserve, Kent 
VV 18.08.94 Three Bridges, Sussex, 30km. 
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Gadwall 
FA09991 


Tufted Duck 
FC69284 


Lapwing 
DR56255 


Woodpigeon 
FC49228 


Swift 
SA57442 


Kingfisher 
SA45859 


Sand Martin 
H018894 


Swallow 
J378643 


Meadow Pipit 
C024838 


J351684 


Grey Wagtail 
H473822 


Stonechat 
H977872 


Reed Warbler 
H092861 


VV 
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08.02.85 Rye Meads, Herts 
25.03.94 Berney Marshes, Norfolk, 144km. 


14.09.93 Pensthorpe, nr Fakenham, Norfolk 
07.01.94 Rye Meads, Herts 130km. 


31.05.80 Bedfont Quarry, Middx 
07.05.92 Vologda, Moscow, Russia 3050km. 


08.08.93 Rye Meads, Herts 
23.03.94 Lyndhurst, Hants 148km. 


28.05.94 Queen Mary Reservoir, Middx 
24.07.94 Allington, Lincs 171km. 


03.07.93 Rye Meads, Herts 
06.03.94 Morden, Surrey 44km. 


04.07.92 Rye Meads, Herts 
12.07.93 Courteenhall, Northants 75km. 


01.06.94 Staines, Middx 
14.08.94 Nr Hemel Hempstead, Herts 41km. 


06.12.83 Rye Meads, Herts 


04.05.94 Nordfriesische, Inseln, Germany 666km. 


03.10.83 Mitcham Common, Surrey 
25.08.94 Danby, Whitby, N Yorks 344km. 


12.07.92 Great Meadow Pond, Berks 


21.11.93 Gerrards Cross Sewage Farm, Bucks 17km. 


03.10.92 Icklesham, Sussex 
08.01.94 Rammey Marsh, Middx 98km. 


19.09.92 Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex 
08.08.93 Bedfont Lakes, Middx 68km. 
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J228188 28.08.93 Bedfont Lakes, Middx 
V_ 25.06.94 Bidston, Merseyside 281km. 
E241777 20.09.89 Wilstone Reservoir, Tring, Herts 
V 02.06.91 Littlebrook, Dartford, Kent 
V_ 09.05.94 Haversham, Bucks 32km 


E209546 06.05.88 Rye Meads, Herts 
V = -22.04.89 Coimbra, Beira Litoral, Portugal 1449km. 


Sedge Warbler 
H556735 04.09.93 Queen Mary Reservoir, Middx 
09.05.94 Grouville Marsh, Jersey 270km. 


Lesser Whitethroat 
H540934 30.06.93 Croxley Green, Herts 
X 30.05.94 Copdock, Ipswich, Suffolk 114km. 


H810438 18.07.92 Wraysbury GP, Bucks 

05.06.93 Thatcham, Berks 50km. 
Whitethroat 
H529458 27.05.93 Fagbury, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk 


05.06.93 Rye Meads, Herts 90km. 


Garden Warbler 
4512195 22.08.92 Brecht, Antwerp, Belgium 
03.07.93 Rye Meads, Herts 324km. 


E603127 14.05.89 Bedfont Quarry, Middx 

X 09.10.89 Nr Al Massira Dam, Morocco 2186km. 
F741399 19.05.90 Sevenoaks Wildfowl Reserve, Kent 

X 01.07.93 Campanillas, Malaga, Spain 1659km. 
Blackcap 
4889431 : 14.09.92 Wetteren, Oost-Vlaanderen, Belgium 

V_ 04.09.93 Queen Mary Reservoir, Middx 307km. 
H6065S1 17.07.93 Rye Meads, Herts 

V = .27.02.94 Nr Algiers, Algiers 1751km. 
Chiffchaff 
2F5733 26.06.93 Wraysbury GP, Bucks 


V_ 10.10.93 Dungeness, Kent 118km. 


Willow Warbler 
380656 03.08.93 Bledlow Ridge, Bucks 
V_ 23.04.94 Rye Meads, Herts 60km. 
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Magpie — 
EP25405 29.11.92 Sevenoaks Wildfowl Reserve, Kent 
V_ 07.06.94 Tonbridge, Kent 13km. 


Tree Sparrow 
VN7M42 29.06.93 Beddington SF, Surrey 
V 08.01.94 Rye Meads, Herts 46km. 


VN54484 27.05.93 Beddington SF, Surrey 

X 25.01.94 Nr Westerham, Kent 22km. 
Goldfinch 
H778631 08.08.93 Sevenoaks Wildfowl Reserve, Kent 

VV 18.05.94 Carterton, Oxon 134km. 
Siskin 
H778979 14.03.93 Sevenoaks, Kent 

X 28.04.94 Isle of Arran, Scotland 586km. 
J363346 25.12.93 Sevenoaks, Kent 

V_ 07.05.94 Duns, Border Region, Scotland 525km. 
J3 135337 12.02.94 Croxley Green, Herts 

V_ 19.03.94 Bargrennan, Dumfries & Galloway 467km 
J238114 13.05.93 Ballchraggan, Highland Region 


V_ 13.02.94 Croxley Green, Herts 716km. 


Please note that as usual there were a number of Black-headed Gull with foreign rings 
sighted in the London area. Many of these were recorded by several dedicated bird watchers 
who read the rings in the field. The countries involved and the number of individual gulls 
is as follows:- Finland 12, Estonia 9, Germany 6, Denmark 5, Lithuania 4, Belgium 3, 
Norway 2, Holland 2, Latvia 1, Poland 1, and Sweden 1. 


List of contributors 

The compiler gratefully acknowledges the valuable information received from the 
following:- S Connor, C W Dee (Rye Meads Ringing Group), P Delaloye (Maple Cross 
Ringing Group), J Forss (Hersham Ringing Group), J Gent, A Gibson, D G Harris, K 
Herber (Runnymede Ringing Group), M Netherwood, and R F Sanderson. 


PE. Jones, Sheppards Bun, Hurst Green, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9BS. 


BIRDS OF OAK HILL WOODS eg 


The Birds of 

Oak Hill Woods 
Nature Reserve 

and Surrounding Area 


C. Herbert 


INTRODUCTION 

This short paper details the birds recorded from Oak Hill Woods Nature Reserve and 
adjoining areas between 1986 and 1993, together with some limited historical observations. 
Most of the records concern resident or breeding species and this reflects the observer 
coverage which has been concentrated on Common Bird Census work. 

Oak Hill Woods Nature Reserve (Grid Reference TQ 280 952) is a 5.5 hectare (13.5 
acre) area of predominantly deciduous woodland set within a 37 hectare (91 acre) 
traditional suburban park in the East Barnet Valley, formerly in the County of Hertfordshire. 

It is bounded by parkland and housing on one side, with fields providing summer 
grazing for cattle on the other. One of the parkland’s fields is managed as a hay meadow, 
with a late summer ‘cut and lift’ regime. A small stream runs through the reserve and 
Pymme’s Brook flows through the open parkland. The latter is often highly polluted but 
nevertheless provides an additional habitat in the absence of any remaining ponds in the 
valley. 

There is full public access throughout the nature reserve and parkland which results 
in a considerable amount of disturbance to the wildlife. In this respect, the private cattle 
pasture to the east provides an important ‘sanctuary’ area. 

The site has been owned by the London Borough of Barnet (or its predecessor Urban 
District Council) since the 1930s and has been managed by the London Wildlife Trust 
under a licence agreement with the Local Authority since 1985. The principal aims of the 
conservation management on the reserve are the enhancement of the vegetation structure, 
the opening of the dense tree cover, the reintroduction of coppicing to a small area and 
the control of invasive species, together with directing visitors through improvements to 
some of the path network. 

A few nestboxes were erected during the early years of the reserve’s management but 
these were used only infrequently and have subsequently been discontinued. Presumably 
there must be sufficient natural nest sites available for the breeding species present. 


SYSTEMATIC LIST 


Cormorant. Two birds flying west on Oct 8th 1989, a single on June 26th 1992, two 
again flying west on Oct 16th 1992, four flying north on Sept 17th 1993 and three on Apr 
3rd 1993 are the only records for the area. 


Grey Heron. This species is regularly seen flying over the reserve in all months. Usually 
- only single birds are recorded but very occasionally they may be seen in pairs. A count of 
25 birds flying over on Oct 15th 1990 was exceptional. 


Canada Goose. Small groups are frequently seen flying over the site in all months. The 
largest flocks recorded were 38 on Oct 3rd 1992 and 15 on Sept 26 1991. A group of five 
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birds on Oct 13th 1993 on a flooded field are the only record of the species other than 
overhead birds. 


Mandarin. A pair were observed investigating potential nest sites on the reserve in 
April 1986 and April 1987 but did not stay to breed. Two males and a female were seen 
on a flooded field in Oak Hill Park on May 9th 1988 but disappeared quickly, presumably 
as a result of disturbance. Despite the proximity of a breeding population at Grovelands 
Park, Southgate there have been no later records of this species. 


Mallard. Regularly seen in Oak Hill Park and flying over the area in all months. A pair 
bred in a ditch on the pitch and putt golf course in 1988 but there were no further breeding 
records until a pair bred in the park in 1993. The largest groups recorded were a flock of 
46 present on a flooded field on Oct 13th 1993, 13 birds flying over on Novy Sth 1989 and 
11 birds on Nov 11th 1993 feeding on Pymme’s Brook. 


Sparrowhawk. The first regular records for the area date from 1988 and, with the exception 
of two birds on Aug 13th 1993, all relate to single birds. There is, however, a strong bias 
(75% of all observations) from the period June to October inclusive. 


Kestrel. Resident in the area throughout the year. Breeding was proved in 1987 (1 young), 
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1988 (6 young), 1991 (2 young) and 1993 (no data available on success) and considered 
probable in other years. 


Hobby. Single birds flying over the area on July 9th 1990, June 3rd 1991, May 7th 1993, 
July 6th 1993 and July 20th 1993 are the only records. 


Moorhen. Seen occasionally throughout the study period with the largest count being 
four birds on Sept 9th 1989, Jan 6th 1990, Sept 20th 1991 and July 26th 1993. A pair 
bred by Pymme’s Brook in 1992 and 1993. 


Lapwing. Recorded only in 1988, 1989, 1992 and 1993 but doubtless many small winter 
flocks pass over unnoticed. The highest counts were 30 birds feeding on the undisturbed 
pasture fields at dawn on Jan 8th 1988, nine flying over on July 7th 1992 and eight flying 
north on Feb 28th 1993. 


Woodcock. One flushed from the edge of the reserve on Nov 20th 1993. This was the day 
before the first snows of the winter. 


Black-headed Gull. Usually absent from the area only between April and June inclusive. 
Numbers peak in February and March depending on weather conditions and levels of 
disturbance in Oak Hill Park. The largest counts have been 200 on Feb 12th 1989, 170 on 
Feb 8th 1990, 152 on Feb 7th 1993, 140 on Mar 9th 1991 and 130 on Feb 2nd 1990. A 
flock of 75 on July 30th 1992 was the largest late summer count recorded. 


Common Gull. As with the preceding species, this gull is absent from the area only 
between April and June inclusive. Highest counts were 52 on Mar 7th 1993 and 42 on 
Mar 14th 1993 but numbers only rarely exceed 30 and the species usually comprises less 
than ten per cent of the gull flock present. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull. With the exception of birds flying over, this gull is rather 
uncommon in the area but is more likely to be seen in April and May than the two 
previous species. The largest counts are 17 on Aug 13th 1992 and 14 flying north on May 
12th 1990. 


Herring Gull. The least common gull with only nine records received during the study 
period. The months of May, July, September and October account for six of these sightings, 
with only one being recorded in the winter. Doubtless further attention towards the often 
ignored gulls would increase the number of reports but the pattern of occurrence is believed 
to still be broadly correct. 


Feral Rock Dove. The species is present throughout the year, although they do not breed 
on the reserve. Largest counts are always of birds flying over in the post-breeding period, 
with 145 on Sept 16th 1990, 106 on Aug 13th 1992, 73 on Oct 8th 1989, 70 on Sept 26th 
1991 and 62 on July 10th 1993. 


Stock Dove. The Stock Dove was described in the London Bird Report for 1939 as 
‘probably breeding in the East Barnet Valley since 1920’. It is still present as a breeding 
species today and nested throughout the study period on the reserve. 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Pairs 2 3) 2 3 3 5 4 4 
Although known nest sites were destroyed by the Great Storm in October 1987, this has 
. Clearly not affected the number of pairs breeding. 
Woodpigeon. A common breeding species on the reserve. 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 199] 1992 1993 
Pairs n/c Z 6 6 9 9 8-10 10 
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The largest flocks reported are usually in the autumn with 770 flying south on Oct 30th 
1989 and 340 moving in the same direction on Nov 5th 1989. 


Collared Dove. Present in the area throughout the study period but breeding has only 
taken place by one pair between 1989 and 1992 near the former District Scout Headquarters 
adjoining the reserve in the north. The species did not breed in 1993. 


Turtle Dove. A single bird near the Theological College on June 22nd 1991 and one on 
May 10th 1992 are the only sightings from the study area, though this migrant may be 
under-recorded. 


Cuckoo. Recorded in most years but usually only on a single day and it is reported to 
have become much less common in the area since the mid 1970s. 


Little Owl. One seen in the centre of the reserve on Jan 8th 1988 was reported as being 
the first in the area for ten to twelve years. 


Tawny Owl. One pair breeds on the reserve every year with possibly a second pair 
elsewhere in the study area. 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
No. of young n/c n/c 2 n/c 3 2 l 1 


The success of juveniles is often poor. In 1988, one bird was found dead on the pasture 
fields and the second was rescued waterlogged from the reserve stream. In 1991, a bird 
was mobbed by Magpies, chased out of the reserve and relocated in the hedgerow at the 
bottom of the North Field behind Daneland in Oak Hill Park. 


Swift. Present feeding over the study area every year. The earliest records were three 
birds on May 3rd 1990 and the latest were two birds present on Sept 9th 1991. The 
largest count in Oak Hill Park is a flock of 100 on July 26th 1991. 


Kingfisher. One or two birds were present along Pymme’s Brook in Oak Hill Park during 
the first half of April 1990. The only other records are of an individual observed on Sept 
11th and Oct 17th 1990 and a bird present on Jan 14th 1993, Mar Ist 1993 and Mar 10th 
1993. All these birds are assumed to originate from the Monken Hadley Common/Beech 
Hill Lake area which is the source of Pymme’s Brook. 


Green Woodpecker. Breeding was first recorded on the reserve in 1991 with a pair 
raising a single young. In previous years the species occurred only in autumn and winter, 
usually returning to the site in September. A pair bred again in 1992 and 1993 in the 
north eastern corner of the reserve but the outcome of the nesting attempts are unknown. 


Great Spotted Woodpecker. One pair bred on the reserve in every year from 1986 to 
1990. In 1991 two pairs nested, whilst in 1992 three pairs had at least part of their 
territories within the reserve. This species is regularly heard drumming on the bat boxes. 
Numbers returned to normal in 1993 with a single breeding pair on the reserve. 


Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. Breeding on the reserve has never been proved for this 
particularly elusive species but it has been observed in the breeding season in 1986, 
1987, 1989, 1992 and 1993. During 1990 and 1991 it was recorded only as a winter 
visitor to the reserve. 


Skylark. Two birds on Mar 7th and again on Oct 17th 1993 are the only records from the 
area. 


Swallow. The Swallow is primarily a passage migrant, although a pair bred successfully 
in a nearby garage in 1987. The earliest record was a single bird on Apr 19th 1990 and 
Apr 19th 1992 and the latest an individual present on Oct 18th 1989. The highest count 
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was ten birds seen on Sept 25th 1990 and nine present on Sept 19th 1993. It is usually 
more regularly seen on autumn passage than in the spring. 


House Martin. Small numbers feed over the study area but seemingly in ever decreasing 
numbers. This reduction in numbers was particularly apparent in 1992. The earliest records 
are two birds on May 7th 1990 and the latest an individual on Oct 27th 1989. Highest 
counts are achieved on autumn migration but a total of 88 birds on Oct 8th 1989 was 
exceptional for the area. 


Meadow Pipit. This species is a rare autumn passage migrant in the study area. The only 
records are three birds present on Sept 28th 1989, and individuals on Oct 17th 1990 and 
Oct 10th 1993. 


Grey Wagtail. Records of Grey Wagtails along Pymme’s Brook in Oak Hill Park are 
available for all months except June. Summer sightings are, however, much less common 
and the species has never been proved to breed, although this was strongly suspected in 
1993. The highest count was of three birds seen on several dates in 1990 and on July 11th 
19933 


Pied Wagtail. A pair was present during the breeding season in the study area in all 
years except 1986 and 1988. The highest counts were seven birds on June 25th 1992 and 
five birds on Sept 16th 1989 and Mar 5th 1991. 


Wren. A very common breeding bird on the reserve which has shown a notable increase 
in pairs commencing with the 1989 breeding season. Management activity to enhance the 
vegetation cover in the wood may partly explain the population growth, together with the 
more open canopy since the Great Storm of 1987, and a series of milder winters. 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Pairs 10 12 11 18 16 17 19 18 
Dunnock. A common breeding species on the reserve until numbers inexplicably crashed 
ito) WOW)SY. 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Pairs 4 >) 6 8 6 9 6 2 
Robin. A very common breeding species on the reserve whose numbers appear to fluctuate 
fairly widely in some years. 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 199] 1992 1993 

Pairs 9 14 8 16 10 12 13 12 


Nightingale. The sole record is a breeding attempt by a pair in the Theological College 
woodland in 1990. The four eggs were believed to have been taken by a predator. 


Redstart. The Redstart was known to be a regular breeding species in the early 1960s. 
Since then the only documented record is a migrant female seen briefly on Apr 5th 1987 
in the reserve. 


Blackbird. A very common breeding species on the reserve. 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Pairs 10 15 17 18 17 14 13 16 
- Fieldfare. A relatively scarce winter visitor but seen every year. The earliest record of an 
autumn bird was one flying north on Oct 8th 1990. Two birds present on Mar 11th 1990 


represent the latest sightings on record. The largest count of Fieldfares was a flock of 20 
flying over on Nov 19th 1989. 
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Song Thrush. A common breeding resident whose numbers now seem to be holding 
their own after a national decline since the mid 1970s. 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Pairs - 5 3 Sev 5 - 4 3 
Redwing. A common winter visitor which far outnumbers the Fieldfare. The earliest 
autumn record is a single bird seen on Oct 15th 1993 and the latest spring sighting an 


individual present on Apr 6th 1986. The largest flocks were of 60 on Feb 15th 1990, Feb 
25th 1990 and Feb 21st 1991. 


Mistle Thrush. A regular breeding species on the reserve, whose numbers peaked in 
1989. The largest post-breeding flocks were 16 in Oak Hill Park on July 23rd 1988 and 
15 on Oct 17th 1990. 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Pairs 1 1 3 6 3 3 5 5 
Lesser Whitethroat. An uncommon, though possibly overlooked, summer migrant to 
the area. Eight of the fifteen dated records on file have been in May and presumably 


represent birds on passage. All records are of single birds, with the earliest reported on 
Apr 6th 1986. 


Whitethroat. Single birds on Sept 15th 1989, May 10th 1992 and May 3rd 1993 represent 
the only records for the site. 


Garden Warbler. An undated record in 1987 and a singing male on May 5th 1990, May 
21st 1990 and May 17th 1992 are the only records of this spring migrant. 


Blackeap. A regular breeding species on the reserve, which maintained a remarkably 
constant average number of pairs until the population doubled in 1992. 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 199] 1992 1993 
Pairs 2 = 3 3 3 3 6 ~ 
The dates of the first spring migrants vary considerably from year to year as follows: 
Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
Ist bird 3/5 17/4 10/4 1/4 15/4 26/4 17/4 4/4 


An individual present irregularly during the winter of 1990-1991 in the cul-de-sac of 
Ridgeway Avenue overlooking Oak Hill Park and a male on Nov 13th 1993 are the only 
winter records. 


Chiffchaff. A regular breeding species on the reserve. 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
Pairs 3 5 1 4 3 1 3 2 
lst bird 27/4 5/4 10/4 26/3 1/4 10/3 12/4 3/4 
Last bird = 8/10 16/9 26/9 - 10/10 


Willow Warbler. Recorded in all years but breeding never proved. It would appear to 
have become more regular in the area since 1989. 


Goldcrest. Occasionally recorded during the breeding season on the reserve but successful 
nesting never proved. It may, however, breed in the Theological College woodland which 
has a greater number of introduced conifers. Regularly seen from September to March on 
the reserve, with the largest flock being nine birds present on Sept 29th 1989. 


Spotted Flycatcher. This species has not bred on the reserve since a pair were present in 
1986. Although seen during the breeding season in 1988, 1989 and 1992, it is otherwise 
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a bird of autumn passage only. Two birds on Sept 25th 1989 represent the latest sightings 
in any year of the present study. 


Long-tailed Tit. Present throughout the year but breeding has always been irregular on 
the reserve, being proved only in 1988, 1991 and 1993. The largest flock counted was 14 
birds on Oct 16th 1989. 


Coal Tit. Present throughout the year but breeding on the reserve has been irregular. One 
pair bred in 1986, 1987 and 1990 with two pairs nesting in 1989. Further pairs may be 
present in the Theological College woodland where there is a greater number of introduced 
conifers. The highest count was a small flock of seven birds on Sept 4th 1993. 


Blue Tit. A very common breeding species on the reserve which often uses the bat boxes 
for nesting. The Great Storm of October 1987 did not appear to affect numbers through 
loss of natural nest sites as the number of breeding pairs increased in 1988 despite a 
reduction in nest box occupancy from 73% in 1987 to 60% in 1988. 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Pairs 14 16 19 23 20 17 18 16 


Great Tit. A common breeding species on the reserve. 
Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
Pairs 7 6 4 8 6 5 7 7 


Nuthatch. A regular breeding species on the reserve whose numbers appear to remain 
fairly constant. 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Pairs 4 2 2 5 3 4 2-3 1 


Treecreeper. A regular breeding species on the reserve. 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
Pairs 1 1 Pres Pres 1 2 1 1 


Jay. A regular breeding species on the reserve. 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 199] 1992 1993 
Pairs 2 1 2 1 2 2 2 2, 


Magpie. A common breeding species on the reserve whose numbers appear to have 
declined from a peak reached in 1989. 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
Pairs 3 3 4 9 i 6 5 5 
Birds seen nest building on Jan 30th 1988, Nov 9th 1988 and Jan 14th 1990 must have 


been either very early, very late or very confused! The largest flock recorded consisted of 
25 birds on Oct 14th 1990. 


Jackdaw. A common breeding species 40 years ago, the Jackdaw is now only an occasional 
visitor of less than annual occurrence to the reserve. 


Rook. Two birds present on Feb 5th 1990 are the only records of this species which no 
longer breeds in the London Borough of Barnet. 


~ Carrion Crow. A common breeding species on the reserve, although the Carrion Crow is 
not included within the Common Bird Census carried out on the reserve each spring. No 
notable counts have been received. However, an historical record of 40-50 birds flying to 
roost in Oak Hill Park in October 1936 was unusual over half a century ago. 
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Starling. A common breeding species on the reserve. The number of pairs in the table 
below comprise casual observations only - a detailed survey of nest sites would doubtless 
reveal much higher numbers. However, there has been a comparable level of recording 
between years so the changes should represent true fluctuations. 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 199] 1992 1993 
Pairs 10 16 12 14 17 17 10 14 


Although nationally the species has been in decline, numbers on the reserve outside the 
breeding season show no sign of reduction, with peak counts of 470 on Mar 5th 1991, 
330 on Sept 19th 1992 and 250 on Nov 5th 1990 and Mar Ist 1992. 


House Sparrow. A common breeding species on the reserve, although numbers of pairs 
are not recorded by the Common Bird Census. The maximum annual counts show a 
general trend of increases and are as follows : 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 
Highest count n/c n/c 26 43 25 30 50 SS 
Date - . 7/11 30/10 12/8 23/4 12/6 June 


Chaffinch. One pair bred on the reserve in every year cf the study but perhaps up to a 
maximum of four pairs were present in 1992 and two pairs in 1993. The largest winter 
flock was 11 birds on Dec 17th 1988. 


Greenfinch. A regular breeding species on the reserve. 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 199] 1992 1993 
Pairs 5 3) 6 Sev 4 3-4 2-4 2 


Maximum autumn and winter counts were of 20 birds present on Jan 30th 1988 and Sept 
12th 1989. 


Goldfinch. Occasional records exist of birds seen in the breeding season, including three 
on June 26th 1992, but nesting has never been proved. The largest autumn flock was 25 
observed on Aug 30th 1990. 


Siskin. A winter visitor in small flocks to the study area. The largest count on file was 20 
birds present on Oct 28th 1990. The latest spring record involves an individual on the 
reserve on Apr 6th 1986. 


Linnet. Primarily a winter visitor to the study area although there are occasional breeding 
season records, particularly since the North Field in Oak Hill Park has been managed as 
a hay meadow. The largest flocks occurred in autumn 1990 when numbers steadily built 
up from 15 on Aug 30th, 65 on Sept 7th, 75 on Sept 16th to peak at 110 on Sept 27th 
1990. 


Redpoll. A winter visitor to the study area. Breeding has never been proved but a count 
of five birds on Apr 4th 1992 and a single on May 22nd 1992 at least provide an incentive 
to watch for this often inconspicuous bird in summer. The largest flocks counted were of 
12 birds present on Mar 18th 1992 and ten on Mar 6th 1990. 


Bullfinch. A regular breeding species on the reserve with a pair proved to have nested in 
all years except 1991, when it was strongly suspected, and 1993. Counts of four birds on 
several dates throughout the study represent the largest groups seen in the area. 


Yellowhammer. A winter visitor to the study area which is usually present in groups of 
less than ten birds. The largest recorded flock was of 15 birds present on Dec 2nd 1991. 
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ESCAPES 

A Barn Owl was reported in 1987 as being present ‘three or four years ago’ when it was 
observed for several weeks. One was also reported in early July 1987 flying near the 
railway line just outside the study area. 


FUTURE ADDITIONS 

This study documents 72 species, excluding escapes, reliably recorded in the period 1986 
to 1993. Given the size and largely suburban nature of the area, this figure compares 
favourably with similar sites elsewhere in the London Borough of Barnet. 

However, it is always of interest to consider the absentees from any site list and to 
discuss the most likely future additions. Three species are immediately noticeable by 
their absence. The Whinchat is a fairly regular spring and autumn migrant through the 
borough and an individual could reasonably be expected at some stage. An even more 
numerous migrant through Barnet is the Wheatear and itis probably the favourite species 
to occur next. It also has the advantage of being generally obvious, as it is often a bird of 
open fields on passage. A third expected migrant to watch for might be the Pied Flycatcher, 
which again should be fairly obvious if present. 

Other additions to the systematic list are perhaps more debatable. Greater attention 
to birds passing over the area could increase the number of wildfowl, and possibly waders, 
recorded. It would also be worth listening for the latter flying over the area after dark 
when they may sometimes be heard calling. Other scarcer migrants are, of course, much 
harder to predict. This does, however, add to the attraction of local birding and recording. 
Keep watching! 


RECORDING ARRANGEMENTS 
All records of birds (and indeed other wildlife) are required in order that we can continue 
to monitor the changes in both species composition and populations in the study area. 
Details of all observations, including past records never submitted, should be sent to the 
author at : 

Barnet Biological Recording Programme, 

67a Ridgeway Avenue, East Barnet, 

Herts. EN4 8TL 

Tel: 0181 440 6314 


Rarities for the area, or new additions to the systematic list, are requested to be telephoned 
to the author as soon as possible - so that he has a chance to go and see them! 

All records received will automatically be forwarded to the appropriate county recorder 
unless otherwise instructed. 
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Spring Bird Censuses 
of Battersea Park 1950-1991 


E.M. Nicholson 


Among the major Inner London parks, Battersea is alone in fronting the River, for which 
its site originally formed flood-marshes. When it was constructed a century and a third 
ago its previous wildlife was almost entirely erased by imported landfill. The Park’s 
design seems to have been related to its famous contemporary model at Birkenhead, 
since the land purchase provided not only for the Park but for 101 adjoining acres to be 
sold for building purposes. The result was to provide the Park on two sides with solid 
residential frontages while a third, bounded by Queenstown Road, was paralleled by the 
main railway to Victoria and the fourth by the Thames. The Park is 200 acres (80 hectares) 
in area, 16 acres of which is water. 

The Park’s riverside situation, its favourable proportion of still water with well-planted 
islands, the layout of the mounding and shrubberies, and the fields and lawns, fit it well 
for supporting a diverse and dense bird population, despite heavy human use with many 
large dogs, ball games, running, cycling and the intrusion of the Funfair, with boating on 
the lake except for the reserved area. Compaction of soil and erosion are much more 
evident than in the Royal Parks. Trees are on the whole well-grown, with few conifers. 
Since 1950 the removal of allotments, the intrusion of the Funfair and the layout of the 
Festival Gardens, the discouragement of through-use by vehicles and the gradual transition 
from predominantly working-class to predominantly middle-class user have considerably 
changed the environment, as has the progress towards cleaner air. 

The table on page 183 summarises the results of five complete spring censuses of the 
birds of Battersea Park, spanning the years 1950-1991. I performed the censuses single- 
handed, taking some 9-11 hours for each spread over several successive early mornings. 
For census purposes the Park was divided into more than 30 numbered sections which 
were maintained, with minor variations, throughout, thus enabling comparisons of 
population and density to be made over the decades and a check to be kept on distribution 
and movements. 

In order to optimise conditions and comparability, the first week of April was chosen 
for the counts, except in 1975 when bad weather forced a postponement which (owing to 
my absence abroad) had to be until Apr 20th-24th; as the season was late, foliage presented 
little problem (leafing was not yet sufficiently advanced to prejudice spotting birds in 
trees, but some shrubberies presented difficulties), but migratory species such as Swallow 
and Lesser Whitethroat became more prominent and for this reason the results of the 
1975 census are italicised in the table. The other censuses were undertaken on Mar 29th 
-Apr 4th 1950, Mar 29th-Apr Sth 1964, Apr 4th-7th 1980 and Mar 30th-Apr 5th 1991. It 
must be borne in mind that, while the end of March/start of April timing is probably the 
most representative of seasonal trends, it is sensitive both to any effects of recent hard 
weather and to short-term switches between Atlantic depressions and continental 
anticyclones. In certain cases, a delay of even a week in taking a census might have 
yielded substantially different results for some species. 

By virtue of the timing of the census, summer migrants such as the Spotted Flycatcher 
are not represented among the species recorded. Introduced water birds (including Greylag, 
Chinese and Magpie Geese and Ruddy Shelducks) were not counted in any of the censuses 
and, except in 1991, no count was made of the much-increased Feral Rock Doves, which 
were by then the commonest species of bird in the Park; the count of 260 in 1991 compares 
with an estimate I made in May 1975 that they may then have reached or even exceeded 
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100. Eleven other species out of the total of 48 recorded during all of the censuses combined 
were recorded during the census in only one year. The census methods used have been 
closely followed throughout but there have been very substantial changes in the habitat 
on offer over the period. Some of these changes relate to its composition and layers, 
especially where planting has occurred or clearances have been made, or working areas 
have been thrown into the Park or new structures erected. Also important has been the 
substantial change in uses by the public, related to the Festival of Britain and subsequent 
leisure programmes, organised games, competitions and demonstrations, and changing 
informal uses such as jogging, dog-walking, trespassing through shrubberies and dropping 
litter. While changing demography has to some extent alleviated such things as breaking 
off branches, disturbance to suitable nesting areas is probably more widespread than ever 
and the Park is no longer effectively keepered. 

To an uncertain extent the Park serves as a reservoir of bird life for surrounding areas 
and probably draws upon their services as providers of less disturbed breeding territories. 
Important species such as Carrion Crows, Woodpigeons, Starlings and House Sparrows 
are mobile enough to be able to draw partly on resources such as nest sites beyond the 
Park boundaries, while the water birds largely belong to a wider network. 

Like the 1925-1975 Censuses of Kensington Gardens (described in my Bird- Watching 
in London), these counts happened to span a period of remarkable change in Inner London 
bird populations, from a regime heavily dominated by House Sparrows and Starlings to a 
much more diversified pattern, as regards both landbirds and waterbirds. In Battersea 
Park, as well as such wartime changes as allotments, the immediate post-war era brought 
the development of some 37 acres as the Festival Gardens of 1951, followed by the 
Funfair and increased use of the Park for crowd events, and the making of the Thames 
flood-banks. Through vehicle traffic was eliminated, and the age and social composition 
of the park users were markedly changed, but this by no means relieved the human erosion, 
soil compaction and pressure of anglers and dog-walkers with little respect for areas 
supposedly out of bounds. On the other hand, particulate air pollution declined rapidly, 
enabling the state of the vegetation to improve and its variety and support for invertebrates 
to be enhanced. 

Certain species have at least temporarily given up the Park, while others have invaded 
it. A striking example has been the temporary colonisation by Jays early in the period and 
their replacement by Magpies from the 1970s, although they coexist still across the Thames 
in Chelsea. The Goldfinch was another post-war coloniser which has lost its foothold, 
while the earlier-established Kestrel and Pied Wagtail also appear to be dropouts. The 
establishment of breeding Great Crested Grebes and Grey Herons is a remarkable 
compensatory event, but the mass settlement of Canada Geese is rendered just tolerable 
only by their extreme readiness to move elsewhere at short notice. The loss of the 
historically associated Mute Swan from both the lake and the Thames may be hoped to 
prove no more than temporary. Whereas the Greenfinch is well established I noted even 
in 1938 that, for some reason, Chaffinches seemed much less frequent than in some of 
the central Royal Parks. Very substantial changes in populations are shown, especially in 
the case of the House Sparrow, reduced by over 90 per cent since 1950 (as in Kensington 
Gardens, and still declining); on Apr 18th 1938 I estimated a total of over 1,000, in line 
with the count in 1950. The Starling is similarly weakened while the Carrion Crow has 
proportionately multiplied to a similar degree. 

Against this background of instability only a few of the less numerous species show 
traces of reasonably settled status. A leading example is the Mistle Thrush, although 
even it shows fluctuations of the order of 100 per cent, as does the Blue Tit between a 
basic 21 in both 1950 and 1991 and a peak of 42 in 1980. The Great Tit’s swing is more 
limited, between 12 in 1964 and 1991 and 21 in 1980, but the Dunnock, which fell as low 
as ten in 1991, had otherwise kept in the range between 19 and 36. As might be expected, 
the Wren fell to four or five after hard weather spells in the early 1960s and 1990s, as 
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against a more normal level of 20-22, and the Robin, although showing up close to 15-16 
as an apparent norm, had a very bad spell in 1964 and again in 1975. 

Compared with Kensington Gardens and St James’s Park, Battersea Park shows some 
remarkable differences, the reasons for which are not entirely clear and might repay 
further study. Observations in the gardens and streets of Chelsea just across the River 
indicate that such birds as Woodpigeons, Wrens, Dunnocks, Robins, Blackbirds, Song 
Thrushes, Blue and Great Tits, Carrion Crows, Starlings, House Sparrows and 
Greenfinches, and even Jays and Magpies, are able at times or continuously to maintain 
themselves away from park conditions, whereas Great Spotted Woodpeckers, Pied 
Wagtails, Long-tailed and Coal Tits, Chaffinches and Goldfinches seem unable to. There 
are, however, signs that adaptation is proceeding apace, and that the more favoured parks 
may in the long run successfully reconcile quite a range of extra-urban species to initially 
unpromising urban habitats. Two merits of censuses over a period are to demonstrate the 
extent, the variety and the pace of change in urban bird populations and to indicate how 
it might be fostered constructively. 

The considerable labour involved in having undertaken the censuses may be justified 
if it helps in interpreting wider long-term trends, in gauging the effects of changes in site 
management and land use and in suggesting possible improvements in designing and 
taking a census. It must be borne in mind that we are concerned with a period when 
drastic environmental changes are eliciting rapid and far-reaching changes in bird 
behaviour, especially in adapting to certain types of habitat alteration, and that accurate 
repeated censuses of carefully defined areas on which types and rates of change can be 
monitored and recorded is a most important aid to understanding. 

Finally, certain points should be noted about the limitations of census data as compared 
with the actual population. House Sparrows in bands in the bushes could not always be 
counted precisely and some birds may be hidden from view and from hearing, while 
some parts of the site may be inaccessible. This applies to the lake islands, which have to 
be scanned by binoculars from each side; to some parts of the densely-bushed native- 
planted strip parallel with Queenstown Road; to the temporarily closed Cascades corner 
of the lake; and to parts of the Festival Funfair site currently reserved for vehicles and 
equipment for entertainments. Some of the more elusive birds such as Goldcrests may at 
times have evaded the count. Some birds are simply missed at the time of counting for 
accidental reasons or because they have just flown to an area counted already. Equally. 
double counting may be possible through converse shifts. The population is always to 
some extent on the move and a totally error-free census would not give identical results 
at different hours of the day or when, for reasons of man-hours, it has to be spread over 
several successive days. Practice regarding recording birds seen flying along the Thames 
by the Park was not maintained consistently and species such as Lesser Black-backed 
Gull were recorded arbitrarily depending on whether they happened to fly over the Park 
from the River. While all these qualifications may sound formidable, spot rechecks and 
other tests indicate that the gross margin of error involved is probably well within five 
per cent in terms of under-counting, and distinctly less for over-counting. Frequent 
intermediate observations showed that the regular bird life of the Park was pretty accurately 
mirrored by the censuses. In drawing conclusions, however, users would be wise to be 
cautious of over-precise reliance on small or fluctuating numbers. 
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Spring Bird Censuses of Battersea Park 1950-1991 


Little Grebe 

Great Crested Grebe 
‘Grey Heron 

Mute Swan 
Canada Goose 
Mallard 

Shoveler 

Pochard 

Tufted Duck 
Kestrel 

Moorhen 

Coot 
Black-headed Gull 
Common Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Feral Rock Dove 
Woodpigeon 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Swallow 

Meadow Pipit 
Pied Wagtail 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Robin 

Wheatear 
Blackbird 

Song Thrush 
Mistle Thrush 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Chiffchaff 

Willow Warbler 
Goldcrest 
Long-tailed Tit 
Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Jay 

Magpie 

Carrion Crow 
Starling 

House Sparrow 
Chaffinch 
Greenfinch 
Goldfinch 

Redpoll 

Bullfinch 


Total 
Total Species 


1950 


— 
oo fonohkK DW ODWOWeK CO 


or-oOoOoOoOnN oO © 


= 


1964 


— 


N 
W © 


Cy eS Cyl) Sas SoS) OS TOO YY OOo EST aS) 


me WN 


1975 


1980 


1991 


Trend/status 
Coloniser 

Coloniser 

Coloniser (now nests) 
Lost 

Mass coloniser 
Declining resident 
Coloniser 

Declining 
Established 

Diurnal visitor 
Established 

Now established 
Diurnal visitor 
Occasional diurnal visitor 
Occasional diurnal visitor 
Occasional diurnal visitor 
Occasional diurnal visitor 
Abundant resident 
Up and then down 
Marginal 

Passing only 

Passing only 
Marginal 

Established 
Established 
Established 

Passing only 

Up and then down 
Up and then down 
Established 

Passing only 

Passing only 

Passing only 
Marginal 

Marginal 

Marginal 

Established 
Established 

Lost 

Coloniser 

Established 

Declining 

Declining 

Declining 

Established 
Ephemeral 

Passing only 
Marginal 


184 LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 59 FOR 1994 


Waterways Bird Survey of 
the River Wandle between 
1983 and 1994 


D.A. Coleman 


THE RIVER WANDLE 

The River Wandle arises at two separate sources in Carshalton and Croydon and the two 
arms converge at Hackbridge to flow northwards to Wandsworth where the river enters 
the Thames. The total length of the main river from the Carshalton source to the Thames 
is 14km, although a number of secondary channels greatly increase the length of the 
waterway. Channel width is constant within a range of five to ten metres. Very little of 
the river remains natural, with nearly all the banks having been reinforced with concrete 
slabs, steel piling or wooden toeboards. Because of this channel straightening and bank 
reinforcements there are very few physical river features to be found. 

Historically, the river was a high quality chalk stream with clear, highly calcareous 
water renowned for its watercress and trout fishing. The clean water and power that it 
could generate attracted many industries, including flour, snuff, paper, leather and iron. 
In the 1730s, it was one of the most heavily worked rivers in the country with an estimated 
68 working mills. By the 1850s, falling water levels and the spread of the steam engine 
led to a decline in the number of mills to 34. The quality of the water deteriorated over 
this period, such that by 1930 it had become very poor. 

The increase in the population and their water usage led to heavy demands on the 
potable supplies from the groundwater and this reduced the natural springs which fed the 
river. The springs supplying Carshalton Ponds have been intermittent and the flow has 
been maintained artificially, since 1967, by recirculating river water to the Ponds from 
upstream of the confluence with the effluent from the Beddington Sewage Works. The 
water is chlorinated before recirculation and the water quality suffers in the Ponds and 
immediately downstream. 

Another consequence of the increase in population was an increase in the quantity of 
sewage effluent discharged into the river. Three sewage works (Beddington, Wandle Valley 
and Wimbledon) have discharged their effluent into the river. In the early 1970s; the 
effluent from Wimbledon was diverted to Crossness and Wandle Valley was closed, so 
that only Beddington now discharges into the river. The effluent from Beddington enters 
the river at Goat Bridge and can account for 80% of the overall flow during dry weather. 
A major new treatment works was opened in 1969 and extended in 1978, which has 
significantly improved the quality of the sewage effluent. 

Industrial discharges have also contributed to the decline in water quality. The old 
mill sites have been taken over by new industries, especially those manufacturing 
chemicals, paints, plastics and electrical components. By the 1970s, new legislation led 
to a reduction in industrial pollution, such that the only remaining industrial discharges 
have been cooling water. There have been several significant fish mortalities in the 1980s, 
which have sometimes been attributed to accidental industrial discharges. Several 
industries closed down during the 1980s reducing the potential for pollution. 
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MAP OF RIVER WANDLE SHOWING WBS PLOT AND OTHER 
TQ26 SITES MENTIONED IN THE TEXT 
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POLLUTION 

Rivers can be classified into one of five River Quality Objectives (1A, 1B, 2, 3, and 4) 
according to the degree of pollution and the uses for which the water is suitable. Rivers 
with the highest water quality are in class 1A and the worst are in class 4. In 1970, the 
Wandle upstream of the confluence with the effluent from Beddington Sewage Works 
was Classified as 3 (poor) while downstream of this point it was 4 (grossly polluted). 
There has been a dramatic improvement in water quality, such that in 1978, upstream of 
the confluence was classified as 1B (good) while downstream it was 3 (poor). In 1993, 
the river had the same classifications. 
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Surface water run off from the adjacent roads is an important component to the flow 
after rain, such that water quality can deteriorate significantly and rapidly following 
storms preceded by long dry periods. 

The National Rivers Authority (NRA) has supplied data from their monitoring 
programme for the period 1982 to 1990 from Goat Bridge and Watermeads, so data is 
available downstream and upstream of the sewage effluent discharge. At each sampling 
point between twenty and thirty samples were taken each year. The monitoring of the 
biochemical oxygen demand (Figure 1) clearly shows the difference in water quality 
because of the sewage effluent and that there has been little improvement in water quality 
between 1982 and 1990. Several other measures, including suspended solids, dissolved 
oxygen, ammonia, nitrate and chloride showed a similar pattern. 

Aquatic invertebrates reflect the physiochemical variations which occur in the river 
and so provide a method of monitoring on a continuous basis. Aston and Andrews (1978) 
surveyed London’s rivers between 1970 and 1977. On the Wandle, they found a limited 
fauna downstream of Goat Bridge while upstream there was a gradual improvement of 
the fauna during the study period. Thames Water (TW) and the NRA have continued to 
monitor the invertebrates. The NRA have supplied data from 1985 to 1992, which was 
used for a comparison with the earlier survey by using the Biological Monitoring Working 
Party score (BMWP). This index sums for selected invertebrate families a score from one 
to ten depending on their sensitivity to pollution. The BMWP upstream and downstream 
of Goat Bridge were 121 and 72 for 1970-77 and 141 and 77 for 1985-92. The frequency 
of sampling was very much less in the second period, which would tend for rarer families 
to be missed. The scores suggest that there may have been some improvement upstream 
of Goat Bridge but that there has been little change downstream. The NRA have developed 
a computer model to predict the fauna that would be present in an unpolluted situation 
using environmental and physical characteristics of the river, which predicts a higher 
score, particularly downstream of Goat Bridge, so pollution is still limiting the fauna. 

The Wandle has a good aquatic flora with a number of uncommon species for London 
occurring along the river. The chalk influence is probably important for the flora, chalk- 
stream water crowfoot (Ranunculus penicillatus), which is an indicator plant of chalk 
streams, occurs in large quantities in most reaches of the Wandle. Price and Price (1983) 
did not consider that there had been an improvement in the aquatic plants in their study. 


FISHERY 

The fishery of the Wandle was recognised in 1606 when it was declared a royal hunting 
and fishing preserve. The trout fishing was claimed to be among the best in the country in 
1817. In the late 1800s, there were increasing complaints about the water quality and 
trout numbers were low enough to restock the river in the early 1900s. The last recorded 
catch was in 1913, although they were reported in later years. By the mid 1930s, the 
water quality was so poor that the fishery was perceived to be non-existent. 

The first known survey of the fish populations of the Wandle was conducted by TW in 
_ 1978. They found an impoverished fauna with only three-spined stickleback present in 
any numbers and recommended a fish stocking regime of trout and coarse fish, principally 
chub, dace and roach, which was implemented. The next survey in 1981, found the 
introductions to have been successful. with evidence of recruitment and recommended 
continuing the restocking. In total, 2,500 brown and rainbow trout and over 22,000 coarse 
fish were introduced between 1978 and 1988. 

In 1989, the NRA conducted another fish survey. The size of the fish populations 
were poor, despite the substantial stocking during the 1980s. Although the growth rates 
were good, there was negligible recruitment and evidence suggested that fish mortality 
had been consistently high, such that the populations were not self-supporting. The fishery 
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downstream of Goat Bridge was restricted by the poor water quality; however, the reason 
for the poor fishery upstream of Goat Bridge was more difficult to discern. It was suggested 
that urban surface water run off and poor habitat, in some sections, was probably 
responsible. 


WATERWAYS BIRD SURVEY 

In 1974, the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) began the Waterways Bird Survey (WBS) 
to provide an annual index of population levels of riparian birds. A WBS is a mapping 
census with nine visits made between mid-March and mid-July. On each visit, waterway 
birds are mapped as accurately as possible onto a large scale map of the plot to give a 
‘visit map’. At the end of the breeding season, registrations for each species are transferred 
to ‘species maps’, which are used to allocate the number of territories from clusters of 
registrations. 

The WBS plot of the River Wandle starts at Butter Hill on the Carshalton arm and 
ends at Morden Hall Park (Map). The total length of the plot is 6.2km, which includes 
where the river divides and both sections are surveyed. The effluent from Beddington 
Sewage Works discharges at Goat Bridge and so the plot includes sections of ‘good’ and 
‘poor’ quality water. The discharge of the sewage effluent leads to a much greater flow 
and the river tends to be deeper downstream of the discharge. Goat Bridge also marks 
another difference; upstream, the river flows through residential and industrial areas 
while downstream, it flows through parkland. 

Poulter and Ravensbury Parks are managed by the local boroughs, Morden Hall Park 
and Watermeads by the National Trust. Morden Hall Park was grazed by cattle in the 
1970s but in the 1980s was regularly mown with little consideration being made for 
wildlife. In 1988, there was a change in policy and the grass was allowed to grow to form 
meadows and managed much more sympathetically towards wildlife. Watermeads was 
woodland until the storm of 1987 when nearly all the trees fell down. It took over a year 
to clear the fallen trees and a water meadow is to be created. There has been little change 
in management policy in Poulter and Ravensbury Park. 

Public access along the river varies, particularly in the urban sections. Both the London 
Boroughs of Sutton and Merton have policies to develop pathways along the Wandle and 
there have been several new paths created during the study period. In the parkland sections, 
public access is unrestricted, except at Watermeads where it is restricted to key-holders. 

In October 1983, a major scheme was launched to restore the River Wandle within 
the London Borough of Sutton. It was sponsored by the Manpower Services Commission 
and ran for two years employing ninety people at its peak. Desilting, bank restoration, 
pathway construction, weir repair and tree planting (up to ten thousand) were all carried 
out. Since then, the London Wildlife Trust and Sutton Conservation Group have managed 
several areas adjacent to the river for nature conservation. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

The aim of this paper is to look for changes in the waterway bird populations and to try to 
determine their causes. Table 1 presents the number of territories allocated during the 
study period. 


LITTLE GREBE. Territories for this species have been allocated in 1986, 1988 and 
every year since 1991. In 1994 four territories were allocated. Birds have been seen 
~ sitting in every year since 1991 but only in 1994 has a brood been seen. Territories have 
been allocated at Shepley, Poulter Park, Watermeads and Ravensbury Park. In 1990, no 
birds were seen on the WBS, however a brood was raised in Ravensbury Park in September 
(LBR 55). 
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GREY HERON. This species has been recorded every year with increased numbers in 
recent years, although no territories have ever been allocated. Young birds are sometimes 
seen in June and it is possible that an isolated pair has bred. The total number seen on the 
nine visits for each year is two, five, one, two, one, five, 12, 14, 15, nine, 11 and 20. The 
considerable restocking of the river with fish in the 1980s might be responsible for this 
increase. 


MUTE SWAN. A pair bred at Ravensbury Park in 1986 and 1987 raising six and five 
young respectively. The birds deserted the site after the storm of October 1987 (a visit 
assessing storm damage revealed no birds). A pair prospected the river at Watermeads 
and Ravensbury Park early in the breeding season in 1993 and 1994 respectively. 


GREYLAG GOOSE. One was seen flying over the river on Apr 20th 1991 and one was 
associating with a Canada Goose in Ravensbury Park on Apr 11th 1992. 


CANADA GOOSE. The number of territories has increased from one in 1983 to five in 
1994. Since 1985, broods have been seen in most years at Morden Hall Park. Other pairs 
have bred on the channels in the Park, which are not surveyed as part of the WBS, and 
they often bring their broods to the river. The only other brood to be seen was in Ravensbury 
Park in 1990. Breeding success is not particularly high, with broods often disappearing 
and foxes are thought to be responsible. 

The first reports of breeding on the River Wandle were in 1978 at Morden Hall Park 
and in 1979 at Carshalton Ponds. The LNHS conducted a survey of this species in 1983, 
when observers were asked to count geese and goslings between May 28th and June 19th 
(Baker, 1984). No goslings were seen on the Wandle in TQ26; the one pair raising four 
young in TQ26 refer to a pair at Beddington Sewage Farm. 


SHELDUCK. In 1993, birds were often seen flying NW from Beddington Sewage Farm. 
On June 19th, one bird was seen on the river at Poulter Park. On a non-WBS visit, the 
next day, a brood of seven was seen at Watermeads. They were watched for over half an 
hour, during which they were struggling against the current and were not seen to feed. 
They were not seen subsequently and are considered to have perished. 


MANDARIN. At Ravensbury Park, two females were seen on July 9th 1988 and a pair 
on Mar 31st 1990 had apparently been present for several weeks. 


WIGEON. A male was seen in Morden Hall Park from Apr 10th to 20th 1991. It may 
have been a wild injured bird, since it was very wary and only able to fly short distances. 


TEAL. A territory was allocated in 1985 when a female was seen on Mar 26th and two 
males and a female on Apr 10th at the same place in Morden Hall Park. A male was seen 
in Watermeads on Mar 29th 1987. 


MALLARD. The number of territories has varied between 39 and 61 with a mean of 49. 
There is a suggestion of an increase with six yearly means of 46 (1983-88) and 53 (1989- 
94). Mallard are more numerous downstream of Goat Bridge with about 40 territories 
(11.1 per km) compared with ten (4.0 per km) upstream. These figures are only approximate 
because the allocation of Mallard clusters does not exactly correspond with Goat Bridge. 

The number of broods seen is difficult to determine, since it is not possible to 
distinguish between new broods and broods seen on previous visits, consequently, the 
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total number of broods seen on all visits is used as a measure of breeding success. The 
‘number of broods’ has varied between three and 27 with a mean of 14, which is much 
greater than the variation between the number of territories. There is a suggestion of 
more broods when there are more territories, however, there are clearly good 
and bad years for broods suggesting other factors, probably weather conditions, are also 
important. 


TUFTED DUCK. The first territory was in 1985 but since 1987, territories have been 
allocated annually with a maximum of six in 1991. The increase is shown more clearly by 
the number of birds seen on all visits, excluding the first visit (the first visit is made in 
mid-March and may include overwintering birds). The totals for the twelve years are 0, 
0, five, six, ten, 30, 46, 24, 52, 48, 22 and 20. The section between Watermeads and 
Morden Hall Park accounts for 19 of the 24 territories. No broods have ever been seen on 
a WBS visit but broods were seen on Aug 7th 1988 in Morden Hall Park and Sep 2nd 
1990 at Shepley. 

In the LNHS survey of Tufted Ducks in 1984 (Oliver, 1984), no birds were recorded 
from TQ26. The increase on the WBS plot is similar to the increase at Carshalton Ponds. 
A brood of Tufted Duck was seen for the first time in 1987, since then broods have been 
seen every year with usually four or five, but eight in 1991. 


WATER RAIL. A bird was heard calling from a marshy area in Morden Hall Park on 
May 18th 1991. A territory was not allocated since it was only heard on one WBS visit, 
however the bird was calling from May 10th to 24th and may have bred. 


MOORHEN. Moorhen territories have increased from 15 in 1983 to 47 in 1994. The 
upper limit that the river can hold does not seem to have been reached, since the number 
of territories continues to increase. The number of broods seen has increased from two in 
1983 to 17 in 1994 with a mean of ten. 

Table 2 shows the distribution of territories along the river in six year periods. Numbers 
have increased both downstream and upstream of Goat Bridge. There were fewer territories 
downstream of Goat Bridge in the first period but there has been a larger increase there, 
such that now the number of territories per kilometre is the same along the entire length 
of the WBS plot. 


COOT. The number of territories fluctuated between five and 13 until 1987 when a 
steady increase began. In 1991, 31 territories were allocated. The upper limit may have 
been reached, since the number of territories seems to have stabilised in the last four 
years. One measure of the carrying capacity of the WBS plot is the total of the maximum 
number of territories that have been allocated in each section, this measure gives a total 
of 35 territories. The number of pairs raising young has increased from four in 1983 to 15 
in 1991 with a mean of eight. 

The distribution of territories along the river was not even. Of 230 territories allocated 
in the 12 years, only 12 have been upstream of Goat Bridge. Most territories occur in 
Ravensbury Park from where there has been an infilling and spread, particularly upstream, 
over the study period (Table 3). 

There has been at least 30 cases of pairs having two broods (13%). This high frequency 
conforms with that found at Waddon Ponds, where 17% of pairs had two or more broods 
~ between 1980 and 1986 (Coleman, 1985). There were four instances of pairs having 
three broods at Waddon Ponds during this period and a pair had four broods at Carshalton 
Ponds in 1988. 
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Table 1. Number of territories allocated on Waterways Bird Survey of the River 
Wandle between 1983 and 1994 (* = species recorded but no territory allocated). 


1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 Totals 


Little Grebe - ] 1 1 2 1 - 10 
Grey Heron * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Mute Swan 1 1 = 5 2 
Greylag Goose : ss 
Canada Goose 1 1 1 ] 1 1 2 Z 3 ~ - 5 26 
Shelduck . 
Mandarin = ‘8 
Wigeon is 
Teal 1 4 1 
Mallard 43 39 47 45 45 55 54 4] 46 55 61 61 592 
Tufted Duck s 1 = 1 3 - 2 6 4 1 2 24 
Water Rail -§ 
Moorhen 15 16 20 23 25 22 29 39 35 37 — 47 352 
Coot 2 5 12 9 13 20 23 24 31 26 27 28 230 
Lapwing - 
Snipe “s 
Common Sandpiper “3 < 
Black-headed Gull ze 
Kingfisher a 1 e _ 1 - i! ] 2 2 2 9 
Sand Martin 3 
Grey Wagtail 2 4 + 5 ~ 4 6 6 - 2 4 3 4s 
Pied Wagtail 1 1 > ~ 1 3: * ] 1 . 5 
Sedge Warbler “i “3 
Reed Warbler 1 a ce = z Ps + 1 
Whitethroat 1 x ] < l ] 2 i 6 
Reed Bunting = 1 ] 1 4 3 
No. of species 
recorded 10 10 13 11 13 14 13 12 17 12 14 14 26 
holding territory 7 8 7 7 8 9 8 7 11 9 9 8 14 
No. of territories 75 68 86 85 91.108... 120. ».115) 6 10 33 Ae ee 


Table 2. The distribution of Moorhen territories along the River Wandle. 


Number of territories Percentage 
(no. of territories : increase 
per km per year) 
1983-88 1989-94 
Downstream of Goat Bridge . 
Shepley LE (23) 3), (6:5) 189 
Beddington Corner 19 (2.6) 43 (6.0) 126 
Total 38 (24) 98 (6.3) 158 
Upstream of Goat Bridge 
Poulter Park 12 (4.0) 17 (5.7) 42 
Watermeads 23) -"(8:8) 355 1(8:8) 52 
Ravensbury Park 27 (4.5) 39). (65) 4 
Morden Hall Park PATE Cee 42 (6.4) 100 
Total 83 (3.8) 133 (6.2) 60 


Total for WBS 121 (3.3) 231 (6.2) 91 
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Table 3. The distribution of Coot territories along the River Wandle. 


Number of territories Percentage 
(no. of territories increase 
per km per year) 
1983-88 1989-94 
Downstream of Goat Bridge 
Shepley 3 (0.4) 6 (0.7) 100 
Beddington Corner 0 37 (033) - 
Total 37 (02) 9 (0.6) 200 
Upstream of Goat Bridge 
Poulter Park 3m lz0) 18 (6.0) 500 
Watermeads OR @leg) 36 (6:0) 260 
Ravensbury Park 41 (6.8) Oi/ae GlILE2)) 63 
Morden Hall Park 14 (2.1) 29 (4.4) 107 
Total 68 (3.1) 150 (6.9) 121 
Total for WBS ileann (1e9)) 159 (4.3) 124 


Figure 1. Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) on the River Wandle upstream (Goat 
Bridge) and downstream (Watermeads) of the sewage effluent discharge. 
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LAPWING. A bird flew NW on Apr 15th 1994 at Beddington Corner. 
SNIPE. One was seen at Morden Hall Park on May Sth 1991. 


COMMON SANDPIPER. At Ravensbury Park, singles were seen on May Ist 1984 and 
May 5th 1989. 


BLACK-HEADED GULL. Some overwintering birds are often seen on the first WBS 
visit in mid-March, which are excluded from the WBS. In 1988, a bird was seen on Apr 
12th and 23rd in Ravensbury Park. 


KINGFISHER. A territory has been allocated in 1984, 1988, 1991 and two territories 
since 1992. Birds have been seen in every other year, except for 1986 following a cold 
winter. The total number seen on the nine visits for each year is two, four, one, zero, two, 
seven, three, two, seven, 11, 15 and 19. There are three sites on the WBS plot of the 
River Wandle where Kingfishers have bred. Two of these sites are on sections where 
access is difficult and it is likely that they may have bred in other years, the other site is 
more open and accounts for six of the nine territories. Suitable nesting sites may be 
limited on the river, there are no natural banks of any size. Since the storm of October 
1987, uprooted tree boles have been inspected and used on more than one occasion. More 
territories have been allocated since 1987, which may be related to the availability of 
tree boles as a nesting site. 


SAND MARTIN. One seen flying through Poulter Park on June 5th 1985, probably 
related to a late passage migrant. 


GREY WAGTAIL. The number of territories has varied between two and six, with four 
the most frequent number (six of the twelve years). There are seven sites where they 
have been recorded breeding. This species can be very elusive partly due to the nature 
of access around their breeding sites, so they can be easily missed. The number of 
territories allocated by the BTO is undoubtedly an underestimate of the number of pairs 
present. 

The LNHS conducted a survey of this species between 1979 and 1981 (Palmer, 1982). 
Observers were asked to survey each section of waterway at least three times during any 
one season to establish absence of Grey Wagtails. In this survey, nine sites were found on 
the River Wandle, including six on the WBS plot and two downstream of the WBS plot. 
Since the LNHS survey, one new site has been found on the WBS plot and three new sites 
have been found downstream of the WBS plot. 


PIED WAGTAIL. This species has been recorded every year, except for 1992, and single 
territories have been allocated for five of the twelve years. They frequently breed away 
from the river and there are no regular sites. 


SEDGE WARBLER. Singing males were recorded on June 2nd 1987 in Poulter Park 
and on May Sth 1989 in Ravensbury Park. 


REED WARBLER. A territory was allocated in 1984 when a male was singing in Wandle 
Valley from June 14th to 25th. Singing males have been heard on May 11th 1987 in 
Wandle Valley, May 21st 1988 in Morden Hall Park, May 7th 1990 in Ravensbury Park, 
June 29th 1991 in Wandle Valley and June 27th 1992 in Wandle Valley. In 1994, singing 
males were seen on three different sections on a single visit. 
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WHITETHROAT. One territory was allocated in 1983 and five between 1989 and 1993. 
Birds were present in only two years from 1983 to 1988 but have been recorded in every 
year since 1989. There is a suggestion that this species might be occurring more regularly. 
Territories have been allocated in four different sections. The change in management at 
Morden Hall Park has provided suitable habitat for this species and territories were 
allocated in 1991 and 1993. 


REED BUNTING. A pair was seen in Wandle Valley on Apr 10th 1985. At Morden Hall 
Park, a single territory was allocated in 1988, 1989 and 1991. In 1990, a pair was known 
to be present while in 1992 and 1994 no birds were seen. On May Sth 1989, two males 
were seen involved in a territorial dispute. The change in management policy in the Park 
in 1988 has led to the establishment of suitable habitat for this species. 


DISCUSSION 

Griffin (1990) reviewing 14 WBS plots conducted in sie between 1975 and 1990, 
found that Mallard (838 territories), Moorhen (566), Reed Bunting (270), Coot (169) and 
Whitethroat (163) were the commonest species. The Wandle plot held the highest number 
of territories for Mallard, Moorhen and Coot. For both Mallard and Coot, the number on 
the Wandle far exceeded any of the other plots, with Coot holding 118 of the 169 territories. 
Reed Bunting and Whitethroat each had two territories on the Wandle, which probably 
reflects the narrowness of the river corridor. For Grey Wagtail, most plots held between 
one and two pairs with five plots, including the Wandle, holding between four and six 
pairs. 

Five species have been allocated territories every year from 1983 to 1994 - Canada 
Goose, Mallard, Moorhen, Coot and Grey Wagtail. Moorhen and Coot have both shown 
large increases, Canada Goose has increased from one to five territories, Mallard has 
increased slightly and only Grey Wagtail has shown no sign of any increase. Tufted Duck 
has also shown an increase, while Little Grebe and Kingfisher have become more 
regular. No species has shown evidence of a decrease. There has been a twofold 
increase in territories of all species in the study period. The evidence is that the River 
Wandle has become more favourable for waterway birds in the last twelve years and the 
interesting question is what changes have been responsible for this increase. It is 
pertinent that neither the aquatic invertebrates nor the fish have shown a marked increase. 
Also, pertinent is that these increases have occurred when there has been the potential 
for an increase in the level of disturbance due to greater access along the river to the 
public. 

Firstly, it is necessary to consider if increasing experience of the river might account 
for the increases in waterway birds. Between 1979 and 1981, the river between Carshalton 
Ponds and Watermeads had been surveyed for Grey Wagtails as part of a LNHS survey, 
SO some experience with a large section of the plot had already been gained. The time 
taken to walk the plot has increased from an average of 140 minutes in 1983 to 165 
minutes in 1994, which partially reflects the number of birds to be registered and the loss 
of two bridges necessitating detours. It is considered that such large increases in waterway 
birds are unlikely to be the result of increasing experience of the river. 

Secondly, it is necessary to consider if the changes are just part of a wider trend, such 
that the increases on the River Wandle reflect an increase that is occurring nationally or 
regionally. The trend on all the WBS plots throughout the country provides a national 
trend (Marchant et al, 1990; Marchant and Balmer, 1994). For Mallard and Grey Wagtail, 
the Wandle follows the national trend while for Moorhen and Coot, the national trend is 
not followed. Moorhen has been stable nationally while there has been a large increase 
on the Wandle. The national trend for Coot shows a slight increase but it is much greater 
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on the Wandle. Kingfisher and Little Grebe, both show evidence of an increase on the 
Wandle, which is not reflected nationally. 

Canada Goose, Tufted Duck and Grey Wagtail have all been subject to surveys carried 
out by the LNHS. For Canada Goose and Tufted Duck, the increase on the Wandle may 
be following the wider trend of an increase in London. The LNHS Grey Wagtail survey of 
1979-81 found a marked increase in distribution since the Breeding Atlas of 1968-72. 
The upward trend in the number of sites found has continued on the Wandle; four new 
sites have been found downstream of Morden Hall Park since the LNHS survey. 

Mallard, Canada Goose, Tufted Duck and Grey Wagtail may be following wider trends. 
However, the increase in Moorhen and Coot does suggest that the River Wandle is more 
favourable than it was twelve years ago. Little Grebe and Kingfisher also find the river 
more favourable. Changes that might be responsible for the increases include water quality, 
water levels and waterway management. 

There is little evidence for any change in water quality during the study period from 
either the chemical or invertebrate monitoring, although for the latter there may have 
been some improvement upstream of Goat Bridge. However, there has been an 
improvement in water quality since the early 1970s and it is possible that the bird 
populations were still recovering from the poorer water quality of the 1970s. The density 
of territories of Mallard and Coot are higher where water quality is poorer, which suggests 
that other factors are more important in determining their densities. 

The water level of the river has probably not changed over the study period. 
Downstream of Goat Bridge, it is strongly influenced by the sewage effluent and upstream 
of Goat Bridge, it is recirculated to ensure a flow. Neither of these factors are considered 
to have changed. Other rivers have been subject to drying up over this period, which 
would lead to decreases rather than increases in waterway birds. 

The most important factor for many species may be changes in management of the 
bankside vegetation. The management practice in the earlier years of the study period 
was savage clearance of sections most years. The frequency of this kind of management 
has declined over the study period, since there have been changes in policy of the land 
owners and the NRA towards more sympathetic management for wildlife. Nearly all 
species, especially Little Grebe and Moorhen, would be expected to increase if there was 
less intensive bankside management and it is considered that the increases are a result of 
the change in management. The more sympathetic management of the adjacent land for 
wildlife may also be important. 

Moorhen and Coot show very different patterns in distribution along the river. 
Upstream of Goat Bridge, the river flows through urban areas, so the habitat might be 
expected to be sub-optimal compared to the parkland downstream. For Moorhen, the 
density upstream of Goat Bridge was lower at the start of the study but has shown a larger 
increase there, such that the density at the end of the study was the same throughout the 
plot. Moorhen need marginal vegetation for nesting and the changes in bankside 
management have probably been particularly important for them in the urban sections 
~ and enabled them to increase. It is surprising that the densities in the parkland sections 
are not higher, particularly at Watermeads where there is little human disturbance and 
the habitat is much more open after the loss of trees through the 1987 storm. It may be 
that Moorhen only require a narrow margin and that the bankside provides enough habitat 
in the urban sections. However, it could be that water quality is affecting the numbers in 
the parkland sections. There is some evidence for this suggestion from the lower increases 
downstream of Goat Bridge and that the first territory is about 250m after the effluent 
discharge. 

For Coot, Ravensbury Park has always had the highest densities, supplementary feeding 
by the public, rather than better habitat is undoubtedly responsible. There have been 
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increases, particularly downstream to Goat Bridge over the study period. There are very 
few Coots upstream of Goat Bridge where the river tends to be shallow and they only 
occur in the few places where the water is deeper. The more eutrophic water because of 
the sewage effluent is unlikely to be important, since Coot are common at other places 
outside of the WBS plot upstream of the effluent discharge (Beddington Park, Carshalton 
Ponds and Waddon Ponds). 

In the early 1980s, the WBS plot was almost deserted of Coot in winter (eg one on 
Dec 31st 1983) and the plot recolonised each spring. Darvic-ringed Coots from St James’s 
Park were seen on the WBS in 1986 and 1987 and Waddon Ponds, which has a very high 
Coot population, was also considered to be a possible source of this recolonisation 
(Coleman, 1985). The fluctuation in the number of territories in the early years of the 
study is probably a reflection of this recolonisation. The number wintering on the WBS 
plot has increased during the study period (eg 38 on Jan 25th 1992), such that a large 
proportion of the population is now resident and probably self-sustaining. 

The high densities of Moorhen and Coot might lead to the more aggressive Coot 
displacing Moorhen. Interactions between Coot and Moorhen have frequently been 
observed and it is possible that the high Coot population is limiting Moorhen density. 
However, there is little correlation between Moorhen and Coot densities along the Wandle. 


SUMMARY 

A Waterways Bird Survey has been carried out on the River Wandle between Carshalton 
and Morden Hall Park between 1983 and 1994. In this period, there has been a large 
increase in waterway birds, especially Moorhen and Coot. Reasons for this increase are 
considered and changes in bankside management are thought to be responsible. 
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Wintering Water Pipits at 
Rainham Marsh 


M.K. Dennis 


INTRODUCTION 

Water Pipits have long been regular late winter and early spring passage migrants at 
Rainham Marsh with one or two records in most years (Dennis, 1989, Dennis, 1991). 
Most have been found along the River Thames foreshore with Rock Pipits, on brackish 
pools inside the river wall or on the silt lagoons. Numbers on passage were usually small 
but at least 12 were present during March 1971 (Osborne, 1971, Noble, 1971). However, 
from the late 1980s onwards small numbers have been found wintering, while passage 
numbers also showed a striking increase. This paper documents the recent upsurge in 
Water Pipit numbers and examines the reasons for this change in status and habitat 
preference. 


HISTORY 

Until the winter of 1990/91 wintering numbers had not exceeded two (see Fig. 1) and 
during November 1990 to January 1991 two Water Pipits regularly frequented the remnant 
saltings between Coldharbour Point and the factory area (Dennis, 1991). With falling 
temperatures and hard frosts in early February 1991 numbers on the saltings began to 
increase, presumably as birds were frozen out of nearby inland sites such as Berwick 
Ponds (see Fig. 2). Following a severe blizzard on Feb 6th and 7th, up to six Water Pipits 
were located, increasing to at least 16 by mid-March 1991. All were using the saltings 
and old concrete barges as a feeding and roosting area with birds moving onto the tideline 
at low water. Numbers continued to increase during the latter half of March 1991 with up 
to 20 birds - a site record at the time - by early April. There was a corresponding decrease 
in Rock Pipit numbers during this time from ten birds in February to only one or two by 
the end of March. The birds left suddenly at the end of the first week of April 1991 and 
unlike some years none were recorded on passage in late April. 

The same pattern was repeated during the next winter (1991/92) with six to eight 
birds wintering from early November to February with up to 14 in mid-February and a 
new record count of 30 by the first week of March 1992. Subsequent numbers remained 
high with at least 16 in late March/early April with departure in mid-April (see Fig. 3). 
The numbers during 1991/92 showed no apparent link with weather conditions and the 
birds were more scattered, using small freshwater pools on the silt lagoons, particularly 
during high tides in late March and April. Numbers were well maintained in the three 
subsequent winters with an apparent increase in actual wintering, as opposed to passage, 
- birds (see Fig. 1). Up to 12 birds have been found in each subsequent winter to 1994/95 
with slightly higher numbers on passage particularly from early March to April. Again 
the area around the concrete barges has been the favoured area, but during the last winter 
birds were much more scattered with two birds wintering on rocks in Aveley Bay. 


HABITATS, POPULATION AND ORIGINS 

Observations of Water Pipits in the London Area have shown that some birds can remain 
on winter territory for up to five months. Traditionally, a preference has been shown for 
watercress beds, sewage farms and other freshwater habitats where moving water 
encourages an adequate supply of insect life throughout the winter (Osborne, 1971). The 
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Fig 1. Wintering Water Pipits 


1994/95 


Rainham Marsh 1980/81 





Fig 2. Passage Water Pipits 
— 1994/95 


Rainham Marsh 1980/81 





Fig 3. Water Pipits at Rainham Marsh 
1990/91, 1991/92 & 1994/95 





Apr. 


Mar. 


Feb. 
~ 1991/92 - 1994/95 
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Winter Atlas (Lack, 1986) revealed the main habitats to be watercress beds, inland 
freshwater meadows and margins, and coastal freshwater or brackish pools. Pure saltwater 
or estuarine habitats were used rarely but seashores including mudflats were occasionally 
utilised (Cramp and Simmonds, 1987). 

The total British wintering population has been estimated to be about 100 birds and 
if this number is anywhere correct, the Rainham counts are significant in a national 
context; it is probable that other coastal populations are overlooked. In the past, wintering 
Water Pipits at Rainham Marsh have either used the foreshore or lagoons while passage 
birds have usually been on the lagoons. However, until the 1990/91 winter there had 
never been indication of such high numbers being present for more than one year despite 
consistent observer coverage. Several other sites in south west Essex - Berwick Ponds 
and Harold Wood SF for example - have also reported a recent increase in regular wintering 
and may account for increases at Rainham, particularly during severe weather when birds 
are frozen off from these sites. Their origins and reasons for the recent increase remains 
an enigma. 

Ringing in Europe has shown that some individuals return to the same site in 
subsequent winters (Cramp and Simmonds, 1987). This may explain the relatively high 
numbers returning to Rainham Marsh in the last four winters. Another possible explanation 
for the recent upsurge in numbers may lie in the extended dry conditions now affecting 
much of south east England. Many freshwater sites have become very dry, or in the case 
of watercress beds, gone out of business. This, coupled with the change of management 
of sewerage works (from a farm type to a filter beds type), has resulted in a reduction in 
suitable freshwater Water Pipit habitats. The conditions provided by the slightly warmer, 
brackish River Thames - particularly when the inland freshwater sites are frozen - may 
be a contributory factor influencing the concentrations in certain saline sites. 

Another theory about the origins of wintering Water Pipits involves birds returning to 
the areas the species historically inhabited at the end of the last Ice Age (Simms, 1992). 
This recent increase does echo that of Blackcap, which has also shown a greater tendency 
to winter in numbers in the London Area, particularly during the last five years (Dennis, 
1993). This increase in Blackcaps may be linked to a change in migration by central 
European birds, a factor that may also be affecting Water Pipits. 


HABITS 
The Water Pipits at Rainham form a fairly tight flock feeding among the sparse vegetation 
and driftwood on the saltings, moving onto the barges or puddles alongside the river wall 
when disturbed. The water at this point of the River Thames is very saline, so the presence 
of so many Water Pipits in somewhat atypical habitat is rather surprising. However the 
masses of flotsam amongst the vegetation of the saltings probably resembles the more 
usual watercress bed habitat. Occasionally birds are seen on freshwater pools on the old 
silt lagoons while up to two birds have also wintered on more extensive saltings in Aveley 
Bay. Birds are more scattered at low tide, however and can be found some distance from 
the saltings, feeding along the tideline. At extreme high tides when most of the saltings 
are covered the old concrete barges assume an important roost site 

The main identification feature is the white outer tail feathers which are always the 
most prominent feature in flight. The birds also appear longer-tailed and longer-winged 
than Rock Pipits and recall wagtails in the way they pump their tails up and down. In 
some individuals the strong supercilium is an obvious identification feature, but this 
feature can be highly variable, particularly in winter plumaged individuals. In spring 
plumage the grey head, brown upperparts, white underparts and supercilium give birds 
the superficial appearance of a long-tailed Wheatear. 
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The vast majority of Water Pipits observed at Rainham have typical dark or darkish 
legs, but some birds have been seen with almost flesh-coloured legs - the same shade as 
those of a Meadow Pipit. At least one of these birds has been seen in each of the last four 
winters (with two birds on occasion). These birds also have a less obvious supercilium 
(even in spring plumage) and have more distinct breast streaking. In all other respects 
they are typical Water Pipits with white outer tail feathers, brown upperparts and typical 
long-winged Water Pipit jizz. These birds may just show local variation - perhaps an 
eastern form of Water Pipit, but they do also recall the far-eastern japonicus form of 
Buff-bellied Pipit. 


With increased numbers of Water Pipits wintering at Rainham Marsh it may be well 
worth examining other Thames side sites in the London Area. There has also been a 
corresponding increase at several other London sites during recent winters (eg Rye Meads 
SF and Beddington SF) while up to 30 have wintered at other coastal sites in southern 
England (in Norfolk and Hampshire for example). Perhaps like the Blackcap and the 
Chiffchaff, Water Pipits may become a permanent winter resident in the London Area. 
Certainly the presence of these attractive birds is an asset to the new Peoples Pathway 
Project now being initiated by the London Borough of Havering to encourage greater 
public awareness of the River Thames and its foreshore. 
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The Breeding Bird Survey 
in London, 1994 


D.A. Coleman 


The Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) is a new joint survey of the British Trust for Ornithology 
(BTO), RSPB and JNCC, which has been introduced to improve and extend the monitoring 
of the population changes of British birds. The survey entails recording birds while 
following a set route of two 1km transects across a randomly chosen lkm square of the 
National Grid. The counting route is walked twice during the breeding season in the 
early morning. 

The BBS is not intended to replace the other long-running BTO surveys (Common 
Bird Census and Waterways Bird Survey) rather it is intended to overcome some of the 
limitations of these surveys. In these surveys, the plots are chosen by observers and may 
not be representative of the countryside as a whole; the habitat coverage is confined to 
farmland, woodland and waterways; and plots are concentrated in the south and east of 
England. The new BBS will monitor a wider range of both species and habitats throughout 
the country. Furthermore, the less intensive fieldwork has been designed to be quick and 
simple in order to encourage participation. The first year showed its undoubted success 
with nearly 1,500 squares covered, which exceeded the target of 1,000 set by the BTO. 

This note covers the BTO’s London region, which corresponds to the 15 ten km squares 
overlapping the London boroughs. The LNHS recording area includes a large part of the 
surrounding counties. In the first year of the survey, 40 1km squares were chosen at 
random by the BTO but due to the enthusiasm for the survey a further 12 were needed. Of 
these squares, four have been marked as “uncoverable’ due to access problems (eg 
Heathrow, Queen Mother Reservoir). All of the remaining 48 squares were allocated to 
participants. The coverage achieved was very good and 35 (73%) completed surveys 
were returned. 

The most important aspect of the survey is that there is no difference to the value of 
the plot to the survey A plot with very few birds is just as important as one with many 
birds. With this proviso, the number of species varied from 11 in built-up Hounslow to 36 
in the recently restored Bedfont Lakes, while the number of birds counted varied from 80 
in farmland in Kent to 1,076 in urban east London! A total of 78 species were recorded 
and 15,520 birds were counted Only two species were recorded in every square: Carrion 
Crow and Blackbird, while House Sparrow and Starling accounted for nearly a half of all 
the birds counted. The table shows the number of birds counted and the number of squares 
for the ‘commoner’ species, where common is defined as either at least 20 birds were 

counted or the species was seen in at least five squares. 
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Table. The total number of birds and number of squares of the ‘commoner’ birds 
recorded in the Breeding Bird Survey in London in 1994. 


Species Total no. No. of squares 
of birds recorded 
counted 

Grey Heron Bik 13 

Canada Goose 12 6 

Mallard 193 15 

Kestrel 18) il 

Moorhen 34 10 

Coot 49 . 7 

Black-headed Gull 59 6 

Feral Pigeon 1544 29 

Stock Dove 14 i 

Wood Pigeon 938 34 

Collared Dove 203 21 

Swift 341 26 

Green Woodpecker Ng) 7 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 15 8 

Skylark 100 9 

House Martin 68 1 

Meadow Pipit 46 2D 

Wren 385 28 

Dunnock 139 21 

Robin 295 29 

Blackbird L217 35 

Song Thrush 118 23 

Mistle Thrush 69 18 

Reed Warbler 62 2 

Whitethroat 9 6 

Blackcap 39 10 

Chiffchaff 20 7 

Willow Warbler 14 7 

Goldcrest 15 7 

Long-tailed Tit 28 10 

Blue Tit 442 31 

Great Tit 129 23 

Jay 42 2A 

Magpie 334 32 

Carrion Crow 566 35 

Starling 3533 34 

House Sparrow 3842 34 

Chaffinch 61 al 

Greenfinch 144 23 

Goldfinch 52 21 


Linnet 70 9 
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Checklist of Birds of the London Area 
M.A. Hardwick 


A full checklist of the birds of the London Area appeared in last year’s report (LBR 58: 
183-190). The response to this from readers was very positive and several suggested that 
the checklist should be updated and published on an annual basis in future. We will 
certainly endeavour to do this. 

The checklist which follows updates the situation to August 1995, by when the total 
number of species recorded in an apparently wild state in the London Area in historic 
times was 344, of which 331 have been recorded this century. Eagle-eyed readers will 
have spotted that the total has increased by two since last year. This increase is accounted 
for by a ‘first’ occurring in late 1994 and the discovery of an old record with good 
credentials. Nobody could have expected a vagrant Hermit Thrush to make it into the 
London Area but that is exactly what happened in October 1994 and that species is duly 
added to the list (although this record is still subject to acceptance by the British Birds 
Rarities Committee). Previous reviews of London’s avifauna failed to include a 19th 
century record of Little Crake, despite this record being listed in three authoritative 
publications: A History of the Birds of Middlesex, Glegg, 1935, Harting’s The Birds of 
Middlesex and Yarrell’s History of British Birds. The bird was apparently shot on the 
bank of the Thames near Chelsea in May 1812 and was thought to be an adult male. The 
credentials of this bird seem as good as one could expect for a record from so long ago 
and therefore Little Crake has been added to the London List. 

The 13 species marked with a * in the checklist which follows were recorded in the 
London Area at least once prior to 1900 but have not been recorded in an apparently wild 
state since. Several other species on the British list, particularly of wildfowl, have been 
recorded in the London Area, but only as known or presumed escapes from captivity. 
Additions and corrections to Osborne (1980) are generally based on the annual London 
Bird Reports (see especially Hardwick & Self 1992 and the editorial Introductions to 
LBRs: 56 and 57) and reports in Birding World, British Birds and Ibis. 

The London Area is the area within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. The species 
numbers in the first column below follow the list in the Surrey Bird Report for 1979 
which were used in the ZBR until 1991, except that some species (such as Water Pipit) 
formerly treated as subspecies are distinguished by suffix letters. The second number for 
each species is its EURING species number, as now used in the LBR. 


0002 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata [] 
D 0003 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica bal 
3 0004 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer [ 
6 0007 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis [] 
7 0009 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus & 
8 0010 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena el 
9 0011 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus al 
10 0012 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis [] 
12 0020 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis [] 
18a 0046 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus [] 
18b = =0046 Mediterranean Shearwater Puffinus velkouan [ ] 
19 0048 Little Shearwater Puffinus assimilis [] 


0052 
0055 
0071 
0072 
0080 
0095 
0098 
0104 
0108 
O111 
0119 
0122 
0124 
0131 
0134 
0136 
0144 
0152 
0153 
0154 
0157 
0158 
0159 
0161 
0166 
0167 
0168 
0169 
0170 
0173 
0178 
0179 
0180 
0182 
0184 
0186 
0189 
0191 
0192 
0194 
0196 
0198 
0200 
0202 
0203 
0204 
0206 
0212 
0213 
0215 
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Storm Petrel 
Leach’s Petrel 
Gannet 
Cormorant 


_ Shag 


Bittern 

Little Bittern 
Night Heron 
Squacco Heron 
Cattle Egret 


_ Little Egret 


Grey Heron 
Purple Heron 
Black Stork 
White Stork 
Glossy Ibis 
Spoonbill 

Mute Swan 
Bewick’s Swan 
Whooper Swan 
Bean Goose 
Pink-footed Goose 
White-fronted Goose 
Greylag Goose 
Canada Goose 
Barnacle Goose 
Brent Goose 
Red-breasted Goose* 
Egyptian Goose 
Shelduck 
Mandarin 

Wigeon 

American Wigeon 
Gadwall 

Teal 

Mallard 

Pintail 

Garganey 
Blue-winged Teal 
Shoveler 
Red-crested Pochard 
Pochard 
Ring-necked Duck 
Ferruginous Duck 
Tufted Duck 
Scaup 

Eider 

Long-tailed Duck 
Common Scoter 
Velvet Scoter 


Hydrobates pelagicus 
Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
Sula bassana. 
Phalacrocorax carbo 
Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Botaurus stellaris 
Ixobrychus minutus 
Nycticorax nycticorax 
Ardeola ralloides 
Bubulcus ibis 

Egretta garzetta 
Ardea cinerea 

Ardea purpurea 
Ciconia nigra 
Ciconia ciconia 
Plegadis falcinellus 
Platalea leucorodia 
Cygnus olor 

Cygnus columbianus 
Cygnus cygnus 

Anser fabalis 

Anser brachyrhynchus 
Anser albifrons 

Anser anser 

Branta canadensis 
Branta leucopsis 
Branta bernicla 
Branta ruficollis 
Alopochen aegyptiacus 
Tadorna tadorna 

Aix galericulata 

Anas penelope 

Anas americana 

Anas strepera 

Anas crecca 

Anas platyrhynchos 
Anas acuta 

Anas querquedula 
Anas discors 

Anas clypeata 

Netta rufina 

Aythya ferina 

Aythya collaris 
Aythya nyroca 

Aythya fuligula 
Aythya marila 
Somateria mollissima 
Clangula hyemalis 
Melanitta nigra 
Melanitta fusca 
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0218 
0220 
0221 
0223 
0225 
0231 
0238 
0239 
0243 
0260 
0261 
0263 
0267 
0269 
0287 
0290 
0296 
0301 
0303 
0304 
0307 
0309 
0310 
0318 
0320 
0358 
0367 
0370 
0394 
0407 
0408 
0410 
0411 
0421 
0424 
0429 
0433 
0446 
0450 
0455 
0456 
0459 
0464 
0465 
0469 
0470 
0474 


0477 


0482 
0484 
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Goldeneye 

Smew 

Red-breasted Merganser 
Goosander 

Ruddy Duck 

Honey Buzzard 
Black Kite 

Red Kite 
White-tailed Eagle 
Marsh Harrier 

Hen Harrier 
Montagu’s Harrier 
Goshawk 
Sparrowhawk 
Buzzard 
Rough-legged Buzzard 
Golden Eagle* 
Osprey 

Lesser Kestrel 
Kestrel 

Red-footed Falcon 
Merlin 

Hobby 

Gyrfalcon 

Peregrine 
Red-legged Partridge 
Grey Partridge 

Quail 

Pheasant 

Water Rail 

Spotted Crake 

Little Crake* 
Baillon’s Crake* 
Corncrake 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Crane 

Great Bustard* 
Oystercatcher 
Black-winged Stilt 
Avocet 

Stone-curlew 
Cream-coloured Courser* 
Collared Pratincole 
Little Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 
Killdeer 

Kentish Plover 
Dotterel 

Pacific Golden Plover* 


Bucephala clangula 
Mergus albellus 
Mergus serrator 
Mergus merganser 
Oxyura jamaicensis 
Pernis apivorus 
Milvus migrans 
Milvus milvus 
Haliaeetus albicilla 
Circus aeruginosus 
Circus cyaneus 

Circus pygargus 
Accipiter gentilis 
Accipiter nisus 

Buteo buteo 

Buteo lagopus 

Aquila chrysaetos 
Pandion haliaetus 
Falco naumanni 
Falco tinnunculus 
Falco vespertinus 
Falco columbarius 
Falco subbuteo 

Falco rusticolus 
Falco peregrinus 
Alectoris rufa 

Perdix perdix 
Coturnix coturnix 
Phasianus colchicus 
Rallus aquaticus 
Porzana porzana 
Porzana parva 
Porzana pusilla 

Crex crex 

Gallinula chloropus 
Fulica atra 

Grus grus 

Otis tarda 
Haematopus ostralegus 
Himantopus himantopus 
Recurvirostra avosetta 
Burhinus oedicnemus 
Cursorius cursor 
Glareola pratincola 
Charadrius dubius 
Charadrius hiaticula 
Charadrius vociferus 
Charadrius alexandrinus 
Charadrius morinellus 
Pluvialis fulva 
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165 
166 
167 
169 
170 
171 
173 
175 
176 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 

184 
185 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
193 
194 
195 
196 
198 
199 
201 
202 
203 
204 
206 
207 
208 
209 
| 
ID 
213 
214 
215 
216 
Di) 
218 
219 
220 
222 
IDS 
226 
DOG 


0485 
0486 
0491 
0493 
0496 
0497 
0499 
0501 
0502 
0505 
0506 
0507 
0508 
0509 
0510 
0512 
0514 
0516 
0517 
0518 
0519 
0520 
0527 
0529 
0532 
0534 
0538 
0541 
0545 
0546 
0547 
0548 
0551 
0552 
0553 
0554 
0556 
0557 
0561 
0563 
0564 
0565 
0566 
0567 
0568 
0569 
0575 
0578 
0579 
0581 
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Golden Plover 

Grey Plover 

Sociable Plover 
Lapwing 

Knot 

Sanderling 

Western Sandpiper 
Little Stint 
Temminck’s Stint 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Baird’s Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Purple Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

Broad-billed Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Ruff 

Jack Snipe 

Snipe 

Great Snipe 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Woodcock 
Black-tailed Godwit 
Bar-tailed Godwit 
Whimbrel 

Curlew 

Spotted Redshank 
Redshank 

Marsh Sandpiper 
Greenshank 

Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Green Sandpiper 
Wood Sandpiper 
Common Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Turnstone 

Wilson’s Phalarope 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Grey Phalarope 
Pomarine Skua 

Arctic Skua 
Long-tailed Skua 
Great Skua 
Mediterranean Gull 
Little Gull 

Sabine’s Gull 
Bonaparte’s Gull 


Pluvialis apricaria 
Pluvialis squatarola 
Chettusia gregaria 
Vanellus vanellus 
Calidris canutus 
Calidris alba 
Calidris mauri 
Calidris minuta 
Calidris temminckii 
Calidris fuscicollis 
Calidris bairdii 
Calidris melanotos 
Calidris acuminata 
Calidris ferruginea 
Calidris maritima 
Calidris alpina 
Limicola falcinellus 
Tryngites subruficollis 
Philomachus pugnax 
Lymnocryptes minimus 
Gallinago gallinago 
Gallinago media 


Limnodromus scolopaceus 


Scolopax rusticola 
Limosa limosa 

Limosa lapponica 
Numenius phaeopus 
Numenius arquata 
Tringa erythropus 
Tringa totanus 

Tringa stagnatilis 
Tringa nebularia 
Tringa flavipes 

Tringa solitaria 

Tringa ochropus 
Tringa glareola 

Actitis hypoleucos 
Actitis macularia 
Arenaria interpres 
Phalaropus tricolor 
Phalaropus lobatus 
Phalaropus fulicarius 
Stercorarius pomarinus 
Stercorarius parasiticus 
Stercorarius longicaudus 
Stercorarius skua 
Larus melanocephalus 
Larus minutus 

Larus sabini 

Larus philadelphia 
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Black-headed Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Common Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Herring Gull 

Iceland Gull 
Glaucous Gull 

Great Black-backed Gull 
Kittiwake 

Gull-billed Tern 
Caspian Tern 
Sandwich Tern 
Roseate Tern 
Common Tern 

Arctic Tern 

Bridled Tern 

Sooty Tern 

Little Tern 
Whiskered Tern 
Black Tern 
White-winged Black Tern 
Guillemot 

Razorbill 

Little Auk 

Puffin 

Pallas’s Sandgrouse 
Feral Rock Dove 
Stock Dove 
Woodpigeon 

Collared Dove 

Turtle Dove 
Ring-necked Parakeet 
Cuckoo 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Barn Owl 

Scops Owl* 

Snowy Owl 

Little Owl 

Tawny Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
Tengmalm’s Owl* 
Nightjar 

Common Nighthawk 
Swift 

Alpine Swift 
Kingfisher 

Bee-eater 

Roller 

Hoopoe 


Larus ridibundus 
Larus delawarensis 
Larus canus 

Larus fuscus 

Larus argentatus 
Larus glaucoides 
Larus hyperboreus 
Larus marinus 
Rissa tridactyla 
Gelochelidon nilotica 
Sterna caspia 
Sterna sandvicensis 
Sterna dougallii 
Sterna hirundo 
Sterna paradisaea 
Sterna anaethetus 
Sterna fuscata 
Sterna albifrons 
Chlidonias hybridus 
Chlidonias niger 


Chlidonias leucopterus 


Uria aalge 

Alca torda 

Alle alle 

Fratercula arctica 
Syrrhaptes paradoxus 
Columba livia 
Columba oenas 
Columba palumbus 
Streptopelia decaocto 
Streptopelia turtur 
Psittacula krameri 
Cuculus canorus 
Coccyzus americanus 
Tyto alba 

Otus scops 

Nyctea scandiaca 
Athene noctua 

Strix aluco 

Asio otus 

Asio flammeus 
Aegolius funereus 


Caprimulgus europaeus 


Chordeiles minor 
Apus apus 

Apus melba 
Alcedo atthis 
Merops apiaster 
Coracias garrulus 
Upupa epops 
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Wryneck 

Green Woodpecker 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
Short-toed Lark 
Crested Lark 
Woodlark 

Skylark 

Shore Lark 

Sand Martin 
Swallow 
Red-rumped Swallow 
House Martin 
Richard’s Pipit 
Tawny Pipit 
Olive-backed Pipit 
Tree Pipit 

Meadow Pipit 
Red-throated Pipit 
Rock Pipit 

Water Pipit 

Yellow Wagtail 
Citrine Wagtail 

Grey Wagtail 

Pied Wagtail 
Waxwing 

Dipper 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Alpine Accentor* 
Robin 

Nightingale 
Bluethroat 

Black Redstart 
Redstart 

Whinchat 

Stonechat 

Wheatear 
Black-eared Wheatear 
Desert Wheatear 
Hermit Thrush 

Ring Ouzel 
Blackbird 

Dusky Thrush 
Fieldfare 

Song Thrush 
Redwing 

Mistle Thrush 
Cetti’s Warbler 
Grasshopper Warbler 


Jynx torquilla 

Picus viridis 
Dendrocopos major 
Dendrocopos minor 
Calandrella brachydactyla 
Galerida cristata 
Lullula arborea 
Alauda arvensis 
Eremophila alpestris 
Riparia riparia 
Hirundo rustica 
Hirundo daurica 
Delichon urbica 
Anthus novaeseelandiae 
Anthus campestris 
Anthus hodgsoni 
Anthus trivialis 
Anthus pratensis 
Anthus cervinus 
Anthus petrosus 
Anthus spinoletta 
Motacilla flava 
Motacilla citreola 
Motacilla cinerea 
Motacilla alba 
Bombycilla garrulus 
Cinclus cinclus 
Troglodytes troglodytes 
Prunella modularis 
Prunella collaris 
Erithacus rubecula 
Luscinia megarhynchos 
Luscinia svecica 
Phoenicurus ochruros 
Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Saxicola rubetra 
Saxicola torquata 
Oenanthe oenanthe 
Oenanthe hispanica 
Oenanthe deserti 
Catharus guttatus 
Turdus torquatus 
Turdus merula 

Turdus naumanni 
Turdus pilaris 

Turdus philomelos 
Turdus iliacus 

Turdus viscivorus 
Cettia cetti 

Locustella naevia 
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375 
ST 
378 
381 
382 
387 
388 
389 
391 
392 
396 
397 
398 
399 
400 
403 
404 
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Savi’s Warbler 
Aquatic Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 
Marsh Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Icterine Warbler 
Melodious Warbler 
Dartford Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Sardinian Warbler 
Barred Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Whitethroat 
Garden Warbler 
Blackcap 

Pallas’s Warbler 
Yellow-browed Warbler 
Wood Warbler 
Chiffchaff 

Willow Warbler 
Goldcrest 
Firecrest 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Pied Flycatcher 
Bearded Tit 
Long-tailed Tit 
Marsh Tit 

Willow Tit 
Crested Tit 

Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 
Nuthatch 
Treecreeper 
Short-toed Treecreeper 
Penduline Tit 
Golden Oriole 
Isabelline Shrike 
Red-backed Shrike 
Lesser Grey Shrike 
Great Grey Shrike 
Woodchat Shrike 
Jay 

Magpie 
Nutcracker 
Jackdaw 

Rook 

Carrion Crow 
Raven 


Locustella luscinioides 
Acrocephalus paludicola 


Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 


Acrocephalus palustris 
Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Hippolais icterina 
Hippolais polyglotta 
Sylvia undata 

Sylvia cantillans 
Sylvia melanocephala 
Sylvia nisoria 

Sylvia curruca 

Sylvia communis 
Sylvia borin 

Sylvia atricapilla 
Phylloscopus proregulus 
Phylloscopus inornatus 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Phylloscopus collybita 
Phylloscopus trochilus 
Regulus regulus 
Regulus ignicapillus 
Muscicapa striata 
Ficedula parva 
Ficedula hypoleuca 
Panurus biarmicus 
Aegithalos caudatus 
Parus palustris 

Parus montanus 

Parus cristatus 

Parus ater 

Parus caeruleus 

Parus major 

Sitta europaea 

Certhia familiaris 
Certhia brachydactyla 
Remiz pendulinus 
Oriolus oriolus 

Lanius isabellinus 
Lanius collurio 

Lanius minor 

Lanius excubitor 
Lanius senator 
Garrulus glandarius 
Pica pica 

Nucifraga caryocatactes 
Corvus monedula 
Corvus frugilegus 
Corvus corone 

Corvus corax 
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444-1582 Starling 

445-1584 Rose-coloured Starling 
446 =1591 House Sparrow 

448 1598 Tree Sparrow 

451 1636 Chaffinch 

452 1638 Brambling 

453 1640 Serin 

455 1649 Greenfinch 

456 ~=1653 Goldfinch 

457 1654 Siskin 

458 1660 Linnet 

459 ~=1662 Twite 

460 1663 Redpoll 

461 1664 Arctic Redpoll 
462 1665 Two-barred Crossbill* 
463 1666 Crossbill 

465 1668 Parrot Crossbill* 

467 1679 Common Rosefinch 
468 1699 Pine Grosbeak* 

469 1710 Bullfinch 

470 =1717 Hawfinch 

493 = 1847 Lapland Bunting 

494 1850 Snow Bunting 

495 1856 Pine Bunting 

496 ~=—1857 Yellowhammer 

497 ~=1858 Cirl Bunting 

499 = 1866 © Ortolan Bunting 

5027 873 Rustic Bunting 

503) hs 7/4 Little Bunting 

SWS Wks) Reed Bunting 

509s: 1881 Black-headed Bunting 
SOF S82 Corn Bunting 
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Sturnus vulgaris 
Sturnus roseus 

Passer domesticus 
Passer montanus 
Fringilla coelebs 
Fringilla montifringilla 
Serinus serinus 
Carduelis chloris 
Carduelis carduelis 
Carduelis spinus 
Carduelis cannabina 
Carduelis flavirostris 
Carduelis flammea 
Carduelis hornemanni 
Loxia leucoptera 
Loxia curvirostra 
Loxia pytyopsittacus 
Carpodacus erythrinus 
Pinicola enucleator 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula 


Coccothraustes coccothraustes 


Calcarius lapponicus 
Plectrophenax nivalis 


Emberiza leucocephalos 


Emberiza citrinella 
Emberiza cirlus 
Emberiza hortulana 
Emberiza rustica 
Emberiza pusilla 
Emberiza schoeniclus 


Emberiza melanocephala 


Miliaria calandra 
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The author would like to thank Mike Earp for researching the historic references for the 
Little Crake record and all of the active London birdwatchers whose efforts ensure that 
new species continue to be added to the ‘London List’. 
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Hermit Thrush 
at Chipping Ongar — 
New to the London Area 


N. Pepper 


On Oct 28th 1994 my father, Mr Fred Pepper (FP), was distributing seed for the local 
birds at the old school in Chipping Ongar High Street - something which he does regularly. 
He noticed a bird sitting motionless which remained still and crouched when closely 
approached. Realising that the the bird was either sick or injured, FP decided to catch it 
which he did with the aid of his jacket! He took the bird home and nursed it back to 
health with a diet of egg yolk and warm milk and specialist bird rearing food. The bird 
was kept in a cage inside the house and appeared to be making a fair recovery. 

FP believed the bird to be a Song Thrush which was in a poor state but he suspected 
that something was not quite right about this and therefore asked me to come around and 
have a look at the bird. I arrived and was shown the bird which immediately rang alarm 
bells. A brief examination revealed it to be a Hermit Thrush and knowing the rarity of 
this species and the part of Britain where it was found, I was absolutely amazed. I double 
checked again and showed my father relevant field guides and both of use had no doubt 
as to the identity of our visitor. 

The bird made a full recovery and was released in the garden on Nov 2nd and was not 
seen after Nov 3rd. Just prior to its release I took several photographs of the bird in the 
hand (see photographs opposite page 96). The following is a summary description of this 
Hermit Thrush. 


Thrush-type bird but much smaller than Song Thrush. Olive-brown upperparts. 
Tail and rump clearly rufous/reddish-brown. Wing coverts (mainly greater coverts) 
has creamy buff tips forming a faintly wing-barred impression. Primary feathers 
and primary coverts had a more rufous tone than the rest of the wing and the 
contrast showed clearly. White underparts but breast had a buff-coloured wash 
and there were strong black spots on the breast and throat which were most obvious 
on the sides. Olive-brown head with very thin and instinct white eye ring. Bill 
clearly dark-tipped with a fleshy pink coloured base. The bird habitually raised 
and lowered tail both in captivity and when released. 


Undoubtedly one of the most remarkable of all London records. This was only the fifth 
British record (it is still subject to acceptance by the British Birds Rarities Committee 
_due to late submission) of Hermit Thrush and the first on the mainland - three of the 
others occurred on the Isles of Scilly and one on Shetland. The date fits in well with the 
other records, three of which also arrived in October. However, autumn 1994 was very 
poor indeed for American landbirds in Britain which makes it all the more surprising 
that a Hermit Thrush found its way into Metropolitan Essex! This and previous records 
of American landbirds in the London Area - Common Nighthawk in October 1984 and 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo in October 1991 - only go to show that almost anything can turn 
up anywhere -Ed. 


N. Pepper, 9 Fleetwood Avenue, Holland-on-Sea, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, CO15 SSE. 
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GUIDE FOR CONTRIBUTORS OF 
ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS 


All records of ornithological interest, from LNHS members and non-members alike, are 
welcomed by the Society’s Ornithological Records Committee. However, with an ever- 
growing number of active birdwatchers in the London Area (thankfully) it seems sensible 
to issue a guide to our requirements. 

The guide is not intended to be comprehensive and contributors are asked to use 
their own guidance and commonsense but it does serve as a reference point for the 
type of records required. For example, with many common breeding species comparative 
yearly breeding counts are especially welcomed. The Records Committee reserves the 
right to request full details for any record, eg out of season migrants. A full explanation 
of how to contribute records is contained in each annual London Bird Report. 

This guide does not apply to Inner London where all records are required, but 


similar criteria regarding descriptions should be followed. 


Red-throated Diver (A, N) 

Other divers (A, D) 

Little Grebe (MM, >5, B) 

Great Crested Grebe (MM, >S5, B) 
Red-necked Grebe (A) 

Slavonian Grebe (A, N) 
Black-necked Grebe (A) 

All petrels (A, D) 

All shearwaters and Fulmar (A, D) 
Gannet (A, N) 

Cormorant (MM, S) 

Shag (A) 

Bittern (A, N) 

Grey Heron (MM, >15, B) 

Little Egret/Purple Heron (A, D) 
White Stork/Spoonbill (A, D) 
Mute Swan (MM, >30, B) 
Bewick’s/Whooper Swans (A, N) 
Bean/Pink-footed Goose (A, D) 
White-fronted Goose (A, N) 
Greylag Goose (MM, B) 
Barnacle Goose (A, N) 

Canada Goose (MM, >200, B) 


full description required (form available from recorders). 
brief notes required (how identified, view, distance etc., form available from 


dated monthly maxima for frequently visited sites and all 


KEY: 
A = all records. 
D = 
N = 
recorders) 
MM = 
records from elsewhere subject to >n. 
>n = minimum count required, subject to other categories. 
B = all breeding records subject to >n. 
T = all territory counts as well as definite breeding records. 
S = all records between mid-May and mid-July 
Pel = first and last dates. 
e = passage flocks and movements. 
W = all wintering records. 


Egyptian Goose (A) 
Shelduck (MM, S) 
[Ruddy Shelduck (A)] 
Mandarin (A) 

[Wood Duck (A)] 

Wigeon (A) 

Gadwall (MM, S) 

Teal (MM, S) 

Mallard (MM, >200, B) 
Pintail (A) 

Garganey (A) 

Shoveler (MM, S) 
Red-crested Pochard (A) 
Pochard (MM, >10, S) 
Ferruginous Duck (A, D) 
Ring-necked Duck (A, D) 
Tufted Duck (MM, >20, B) 
Scaup (A, N) 
Eider/Long-tailed Duck (A, N) 
Common Scoter (A, N) 
Velvet Scoter (A, D) 
Goldeneye (A) 

Smew (A) 
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Red-breasted Merganser (A, N) 
Goosander (A) 

Ruddy Duck (A) 

Red Kite (A, D) 

Marsh Harrier (A, N) 
Hen/Montagu’s Harriers (A, D) 
Goshawk (A, D) 

Sparrowhawk (A) 

Buzzard (A, N) 
Honey/Rough-legged Buzzards (A, D) 
Osprey (A, N) 

Kestrel (>5, B) 

Merlin (A, N) 

Hobby (A) 

Peregrine (A, N) 

All partridges (>5, S) 

Quail (A, D) 

Pheasant (>20, B) 

Water Rail (A) 

Spotted Crake/Corncrake (A, D) 
Moorhen (MM, >20, B>5) 
Coot (MM, >20, B>5) 

Crane (A, D) 

Oystercatcher (A) 

Avocet (A, N) 

Stone-curlew (A, D) 

Little Ringed Plover (A) 
Ringed Plover (A) 

Kentish Plover (A, D) 

Dotterel (A, D) 

Golden Plover (A) 

Grey Plover (A) 

Lapwing (P, >10, B) 

Knot (A) 

Sanderling (A) 

Little Stint (A) 

Temminck’s Stint (A, D) 
Curlew Sandpiper (A) 
Pectoral/Purple Sandpipers (A, D) 
Dunlin (MM, >S, S) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (A, D) 
Ruff (A) 

Woodcock/Jack Snipe (A) 
Snipe (MM, >3, S) 

- All godwits (A) 
Whimbrel/Curlew (A) 

Spotted Redshank (A) 
Redshank (MM, >S, S) 
Greenshank (A) 

Green/Wood Sandpiper (A) 
Common Sandpiper (A) 
Turnstone (A) 

All phalaropes (A, D) 

All skuas (A, D) 
Mediterranean Gull (A, N) 


Little Gull (A) 

Sabine’s Gull (A, D) 
Black-headed Gull (MM, >50) 
Ring-billed Gull (A, D) 
Common Gull (MM, >10) 
LBB/Herring Gull (MM, >10, B) 
Iceland/Glaucous Gull (A, D) 
Great Black-backed Gull (MM, >10) 
Kittiwake (A, N) 

Sandwich Tern (A) 

Roseate Tern (A, D) 

Common Tern (MM, >5, B, F&L) 
Arctic Tern (A) 

Little Tern (A, N) 

Black Tern (A) 

All auks (A, D) 

Feral Rock Dove (+100) 

Stock Dove (>10, B) 
Woodpigeon (>100, B, P) 
Collared Dove (>20, B) 

Turtle Dove (A) 

Ring-necked Parakeet (A) 
Cuckoo (S, P, F&L) 

All owls (A) 

Nightjar (A, N) 

Swift (©50, B, P, F&L) 
Kingfisher (MM, S) 

Bee-eater (A, D) 
Hoopoe/Wryneck (A, D) 

All woodpeckers (MM, T) 
Short-toed Lark (A, D) 
Woodlark/Shore Lark (A, D) 
Skylark (>25, B, P) 

Sand Martin (>20, B, F&L, P) 


Swallow/House Martin (>50, B, F&L, P) 


Tawny/Richard’s Pipits (A, D) 
Tree Pipit (A) 

Meadow Pipit (>25, B, P) 
Rock Pipit (A) 

Water Pipit (A) 

Yellow Wagtail (A) 

Grey Wagtail (MM, S) 
Pied Wagtail (>5, B) 
Waxwing (A, N) 

Dipper (A, D) 

Wren (>10, T) 

Dunnock (>10, T) 

Robin (>10, P, T) 
Nightingale (A) 

Bluethroat (A, D) 

Black Redstart/Redstart (A) 
Whinchat/Stonechat (A) 
Wheatear (A) 

Ring Ouzel (A) 

Blackbird (>20, P, T) 
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Fieldfare/Redwing (>20, F&L, P) 
Song Thrush (>20, P, T) 

Mistle Thrush (>10, T) 

Cetti’s Warbler (A, D) 
Grasshopper Warbler (A) 
Savi’s/Aquatic Warbler (A, D) 
Sedge/Reed Warbler (>5, F&L, T) 
Marsh Warbler (A, D) 

Hippolais warblers (A, D) 
Barred Warbler (A, D) 

Dartford Warbler (A, N) 

Lesser Whitethroat (>5, F&L, T) 
Whitethroat (>5, F&L, T) 
Garden Warbler (>5, F&L, T) 
Blackcap (>10, F&L, T, W) 
Pallas’s/Yellow-browed Warbler (A, D) 
Wood Warbler (A) 

Chiffchaff (>10, F&L, T, W) 
Willow Warbler (>10, F&L, T) 
Goldcrest (>5, T) 

Firecrest (A) 

Spotted Flycatcher (>10, F&L, T) 
Red-breasted Flycatcher (A, D) 
Pied Flycatcher (A) 

Bearded Tit (A, N) 

Long-tailed Tit (>20, T) 
Marsh/Willow Tit (A) 

Coal Tit (>20, T) 

Blue/Great Tit (>20, T) 

Nuthatch (+10, T) 

Treecreeper (>3, T) 


Golden Oriole (A, D) 

All shrikes (A, D) 

Jay (>15, B>S, P) 
Magpie (>15, B>S5) 
Jackdaw/Rook (>20, B) 
Carrion Crow (>50, B>5) 
Raven (A, D) 

Starling (>500, B>10) 
House Sparrow (>200, B>10) 
Tree Sparrow (A) 
Chaffinch (>50, B>5, P) 
Brambling (A) 

Serin (A, D) 

Greenfinch (>50, B>S, P) 
Goldfinch (>30, B, P) 
Siskin (>5, S) 

Linnet (>50, B, P) 

Twite (A, D) 

Redpoll (>5, S) 

Crossbill (A) 

Scarlet Rosefinch (A, D) 
Bullfinch (+10, B) 
Hawfinch (A) 

Lapland Bunting (A, D) 
Snow Bunting (A, N) 
Yellowhammer (>10, T) 
Ortolan/Cirl Bunting (A, D) 
Reed Bunting (>10, T, P) 
Little Bunting (A, D) 
Corn Bunting (>5, T) 


Zl 


In addition to the above, full descriptions are required for all species assessed by the 
British Birds Rarities Committee. Description forms are available from the Editor on 
request. All records of escapes are also welcomed by the Society. All records of hybrids 
and birds showing plumage aberrance are also required. In difficult cases, eg Aythya 
hybrids, supporting notes may be required. 


Sub-species 

All records of sub-species/races are required. In some cases notes are required, e.g. 
White Wagtail in autumn and races of Yellow Wagtail other than Mf flavissima. In 
many other instances notes may not be required but in difficult cases please provide your 
reasons for assigning the record to a particular sub-species/race. Such cases could be: 


Yellow-legged Herring Gull 
Greenland Wheatear 
Races of Chiffchaff 


Hooded Crow 
Mealy Redpoll 
Northern Bullfinch 


Northern Willow Warbler 


Rock Pipit: when given suitable viewing conditions please record which race of Rock 
Pipit you encountered and submit the reasons for your belief. All records of ‘Scandinavian’ 
Rock Pipit in autumn and winter require full descriptions. 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank all contributors for their records - without 
your enthusiastic support we could not produce the annual London Bird Report. 


Mark Hardwick, on behalf of the Records Committee, August 1995. 


FOR ALL THE LATEST BIRD NEWS FROM LONDON, 
THE HOME COUNTIES AND THE SOUTH EAST, PHONE 


BIRDLINE SOUTH EAST 
0891 700 240 


24 HOUR BIRD NEWS SIMPLY AVAILABLE TO ANY CALLER 

an 
FEATURING NEWS FROM ALL THE MAIN RESERVES, 
OBSERVATORIES AND BIRDWATCHING SITES 
~~ 
FULL DIRECTIONS AND GRID REFERENCES PROVIDED 

“~~ 

PHONE YOUR LATEST BIRD NEWS TO THE B.S.E. HOTLINE 

ON 01426 933 933 AND CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS 
LOCAL CONSERVATION 

a0 


=a 2 
aS Calls charged at 39p/min cheap rate 49p/min at all other times (inc VAT) ea 
<—_ 3 B.S.E. PO Box 16, Orpington, Kent BR5 3UN. Kc : 
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Notes for Contributors 


The Editor welcomes papers, short notes, photographs and drawings relating to the 
ornithology of the London Area and will be pleased to advise authors on the acceptability 
of material at draft stage if desired. Papers should be submitted not later than the end of 
April if they are to be considered for publication in the same year, but details should be 
given in advance. 


Manuscripts Texts should be typed, on A4 paper using only one side of each sheet, or, 
preferably, submitted on an IBM PC/AT compatible computer diskette either in plain 
ASCII text files or Word Perfect/Microsoft Works/Lotus Symphony word processor files. 
Underlining should be used only for words to be set in italics. 


Style English names of birds and other animals require initial capitals except after a 
hyphen, but group names and flowers do not. Scientific names should be underlined for 
italics, but only the first (generic) name should have an initial capital. Their use in the 
text is optional if listed in The British Birds List of Birds of the Western Palearctic. 
Dates should take the form Apr 28th 1992; numbers under 11 should be spelt out in text; 
fractions should be decimalised and, whenever possible, metric equivalents should be 
given in brackets after English measurements. Full points should be omitted from well- 
known initials, such as BTO, LNHS and RSPB, and also from ‘eg’, ‘ie’ and ‘et al’. 
Quotation marks, if used, should be single not double. Any references to publications 
should be given in full, with the name spelt out and underlined for italics. References 
should adopt the following style: 


HARRISON, J., & GRANT, P.J., 1976. The Thames Transformed. London. 


MOON, A.V., 1988. The influx of Sabine’s Gulls and other Seabirds in October 1987. 
Lond. Bird Rep. 52: 121-132. 


Illustrations Figures and graphs in papers are welcomed. Artwork should not be 
prepared until size of reproduction is known and the Editor has been consulted. 


Photographs Prints must allow sufficient background for masking and block-making. 
If sent by post they must be packed in a board-backed envelope or otherwise protected to 
prevent damage. 


Proofs Authors of papers and short notes will be sent proofs, if requested, but only 
printers’ mistakes may be changed at this stage. 


Reprints Up to 25 free reprints of papers (but not short notes or reviews) are provided 
if ordered by authors in advance. Larger quantities are charged at cost. 


‘All material for publication should be submitted to the Editor, Mark A. Hardwick, The 
Garden Flat, 13 Southcote Road, Tufnell Park, London N19 5BJ (telephone 071-700- 
2745). 


London Bird Report for 1994 


NUMBER 59 


Contents 


PAGE 


167 
gal 
180 
184 


196 
200 
202 
210 


pd) 


Introduction 
Recording Arrangements 
Map of the Area and Gazetteer of Sites 
Review of the Year - A.V. Moon 
Contributors to the Systematic List 
Birds of the London Area 1994, edited by M.A. Hardwick 
Divers to ducks - M.A. Hardwick 
Raptors to rails - C. Lamsdell 
Waders - P Naylor 
Skuas to auks - A.V Moon 
Doves to hirundines - M.K. Dennis 
Pipits to thrushes - A.J. Morris 
Warblers - N.R. Wheatley 
Goldcrest to crows - M.A. Hardwick 
Starling to buntings - A.V. Moon 
Appendix I: Escapes - M.A. Hardwick 
Appendix II: Hybrids - M.A. Hardwick 
First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 
Ringing Report for 1994 - PE. Jones 
Birds of Oak Hill Woods Nature Reserve - C. Herbert 
Spring Bird Censuses of Battersea Park - 1950-1991 - E.M. Nicholson 
Waterways Bird Survey of the River Wandle between 
1983 and 1994 - D.A. Coleman 
Wintering Water Pipits at Rainham Marsh - VK. Dennis 
The Breeding Bird Survey in London, 1994 - D.A. Coleman 
Checklist of Birds of the London Area - M.A. Hardwick 
Hermit Thrush at Chipping Ongar - New to the London Area 
- N. Pepper 
Guide for Contributors of Records - M.A. Hardwick 


Front Cover: Sanderling (G. Langsbury/Birdwatch Magazine) 





re 
Zz 
ap 
~n 





Published by Price 
London Natural History Society £5.00 
November 1995 


ae 
it 





ip Dy 








Riley Dunn & Wilson Ltd 


EXPERT CONSERVATORS & BOOKBINDERS 
" 


= 

| SS 
— ew oe 

Suna a carat 


— oe ne 
— ie 
fe = . Sor: 
Saeege ee : : 
et Sat eae eee alee 


oie ae ak 
Sash wwe oe ane ae . ’ 


See 
se ne 


or enka ee 





